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Trenton,  January  20,  1 870. 
Tnc  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  the  Hon.  Ricii.\rd  S.  Field,  President,  taking  the  Chair  at  11.30 

A.  M.,  Jonx  RrTUKKiTHD,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  being  also 
in  attendance. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  wove  read  liy  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary, and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  his  report  of  the  correspond- 
ence since  Jlay,  and  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from  Messrs.  James 

B.  Coleman,  :M.  D.,  Martin  Voorhees  and  Edmund  L.  Joy,  Rev.  E.  T. 
Corwin  and  George  B.  Bacon,  accepting  membership ;  from  Mr.  Wm. 
11.  Whitraoraof  Boston,  requesting  information  as  to  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  Society's  publications;  from  Mr.  Joel  :^^unsell  of  Albany, 
asking  for  certain  volumes;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  ^Minnesota, 
Elaine,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  ]\Iaryland,  New  Haven 
Colony,  Connecticut  and  Georgia,  the  Wilmington  Delaware  Institute, 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  Essex  (Mass.)  Institute,  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Society,  Smithsonian  Institution,  State  Librarians  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  American  Antiquarian  Society,  all,  either  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications,  or  asking  for 
them  to  complete  their  sets ;  from  Hon.  G.  Edmunds,  U.  S.  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  with  donation  of  twenty-five  volumes  of  the  United 
States  "  Roll  of  Honor;"  from  tho  Historical  Society  of  Now  Hampshire, 
relative  to  alterations  in   the  names  of  our  vtsselss  of  war;  from  the 
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Franklin  Society  of  Chicago,  transmitting  a  book  for  the  library  and 
soliciting  exchanges ;  from  J.  Gilbert  Young,  M.  D.,  -with  donation  for 
the  library  ;  from  L.  C.  Draper,  Corresponding  Secre  ,ary  f  Wisconsin 
Society,  asking  for  statistical  information  respecting  the  Society ;  from 
Mr.  B.  Aycrigg  of  Passaic,  tendering  an  old  bell,  cast  in  Holland  in 
the  last  century  for  one  of  the  early  Dutch  churches  near  Hacken- 
sack;  from  J.  F.  Tattle,  D.  D.,  and  others,  relative  to  the  operatious  of 
the  Society. 

The  Librarian  submitted  a  report  of  the  additions  made  to  the  library 
since  the  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  page. 

The  Treasurer  presented  a  rejjort  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  year  18G9,  properly  audited,  and  showing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $039.23,  and  $1,220  invested. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  their  annual  re]Jort,  congratula- 
ting the  members  of  the  Society  upon  the  measure  of  success  which  had 
attended  its  oi)erations  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  which  had 
elapsed  since  its  organization,  while  at  the  same  time  they  could  but 
base  upon  that  success  an  ajopeal  for  greater  industry  and  devotion  to 
the  interests  the  Society  had  undertaken  to  subserve — the  discovery^ 
procurement  ^n(\.  jj9rese?'«rtf/6>n  of  whatever  related  to  any  department  of 
the  history  of  our  State  and  country. 

"If  the  Society,  in  its  infancy,"  said  the  Committee  in  their  report, 
"  with  all  its  i^lans  undeveloped,  its  usefulness  entirely  prospective,  could 
gather  within  it  so  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  State  at  that 
period,  as  the  list  of  original  members  presents,  surely  now,  that  the 
plans  they  framed  and  the  interests  they  fostered  have  produced  the 
results  of  to-day,  those  who  have  succeeded  them  ought  to  feel  such 
promptings  of  gratitude  as  should  lead  to  efficient  measures  for  promo- 
ting the  work  they  so  well  devised. 

"It  is  true,  the  Society  can  point  with  just  pride  to  its  publications 
and  its  library ;  by  the  one  it  has  added  to  the  historical  literature  of 
the  country  works  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  by  the  other  has  greatly 
facilitated  the  production  of  still  further  contributions,  but  there  is  no 
warrant  for  any  intermission  in  either  branch  of  service.  The  history 
of  the  State  is  not  yet  written,  nor  will  it  be  so  worthily,  if  the  fact  is 
forgotten  that  it  is  not  only  with  the  past  Ave  have  to  do,  but  that  we 
are  enacting  history  daily,  and  that  only  through  the  record  of  passing 
events  will  that  history  be  perpetuated.     It  is  the  office  of  our  Society 
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to  'gather  up  the  iViigiucDts,  that  nothing  be  lost,'  and  to  that  end 
should  wc,  who  profess  to  entertain  a  desire  to  advance  its  purposes,  be 
willing  to  contribute  a  due  proportion  of  our  time  and  means. 

"  It  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that,  as  the  main  spring  of  our  material 
progress  lies  in  our  pecuniary  resources,  and  that,  as  we  have  no  endow- 
ment or  State  appropriation  to  fall  back  upon,  it  can  only  derive 
its  force  and  efficiency  through  individual  exertion ;  it  is  therefore  a 
problem  for  the  Society  to  solve— By  what  means  can  that  individual 
exertion  be  aroused  and  directed  I 

"The  Society  thus  far  has  mainly  depended  upon  a  few  of  its  members, 
acting  outside  of  any  prescribed  duties,  for  all  its  monetary  arrange- 
ments, but  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  service  should  be 
performed,  and  in  all  probability  would  be  so  more  efficiently,  by 
a  Standing  Committee  of  Finance,  whose  particular  duty  it  should  be 
to  adopt  from  time  to  time  such  modes  of  raising  the  necessary  funds 
as  they  may  think  advisable;  and  they  would  suggest  that  an  amend- 
ment to  the  By-Laws  be  prepared,  to  be  acted  on  at  the  next  meeting, 
authorizing  the  creation  of  such  a  Committee. 

''The  Committee  cannot  close  th*ir  report  without  adverting  in  terms 
of  regret  to  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Damel  Veacii  McLean,  D.D.,  which 
occurred  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March  last,  j^  Dr.  McLean,  then 
Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Freehold,  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors  of  the  Society,  and  it  was  at  his  instance  that  the  meeting  was  held 
at  which  the  organization  was  perfected,  and  while  a  resident  of  the 
State  he  always  attended  its  meetings,  and  proved  an  efficient  coAvorker 
with  its  other  founders,  having  filled  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  four  years. 

"After  a  residence  of  six  years  in  Pennsylvania,  as  President  of  La 
Fayette  College  at  Easton,  and  of  four  years  in  Europe,  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey  and  renewed  his  associations  with  us,  and  was  present  at 
our  last  meeting,  iiromisiug  himself  further  service  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society. 

"Dr.  McLean  was  a  Pennsylvanian  Ijy  birth,  having  been  born  in 
Fayette  Co.  on  24th  November,  1801,  removing  to  New  Jersey  in  18131. " 

The  Committee  ou  Publications  rejjorted  the  issue  of  another  number 
of  the  "Proceedings"  of  the  Society,  which  had  been  distributed  to  all 
members  not  in  arrears. 

The  Society  has  now  published  eleven  volumes  of  its  "  Proceedings," 
comprising  over  3,200  pages,  and  containing  an  unbroken  history  of  the 
Society's  transactions  for  a  (luartcr  of  a  century,  which  few  kindred 
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societies  have  succeeded  in  preserving.  Tlic  six  volumes  and  supple- 
ment published  as  ''  Collections  "—each  volume  being  a  separate  ■^\'ork— 
comprises  nearly  2,500  pages  more,  so  that  the  Society's  contributions  to 
the  history  of  the  country  compare  most  favorably  with  those  of  any 
other  Historical  Society,  and  the  Committee  recommended  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  the  acquisition  of  complete  sets  while  they  are  ob- 
tainable. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  the  followiug  report : 
"The  Committee  would  inform  the  Society  that,  with  a  view  to  en- 
force the  recommendations  of  their  report  at  the  May  meeting,  they 
recently  issued  a  circular,  calling  upon  the  members  to  subscribe  to  the 
Library  Fund  as  the  best  mode  of  evincing  their  estimation  of  the 
work  of  the  Society,  and  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Library, 
which  constitutes  so  important  and  interesting  a  feature  of  its  organiza- 
tion ;  and  they  regret  to  say  that  their  appeal  has  been  attended  with 
very  indifferent  results.  They  report  the  fact,  leaving  it  to  the  Society 
to  devise  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  effect  the  object 
in  view,  which  is  the  establishment  of  the  Library  on  a  more  permanent 
basis  and  with  greater  means  for  its  preservation,  and  affording  to  the 
members  and  to  historians  generally,  increased  facilities  in  its  use. 
While  it  may  be  cause  for  congratulation  that  under  so  many  discour- 
aging circumstances  it  should  have  attained  to  its  present  dimensions 
and  usefulness,  yet  no  one  visiting  the  rooms  can  fail  to  perceive  how 
very  far  short  it  comes  of  its  full  capabilities,  solely  through  the  want 
of  enlarged  pecuniary  resources.  It  is  for  the  Society  to  say  how  they 
shall  be  secured.'" 

A  considerable  number  of  new  membeis  Avere  elected  and  new  nomi- 
nations received,  and  the  folloAving  Standing  Committees  for  1870  were 
appointed  l^y  the  Chair. 

,  0)1  Puhlicatlons.—W'WYiixm  A.  Whitehead,  llcniy  W.  Green,  Samuel 
H.  Pennington,  II.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  and  John  Rutherfurd. 

On  the  Lihrary.— 3 of-c])\\  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jack- 
son, Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  olliceis  residing  in  New- 
ark. 

On  Nominalion><.—l>-A\\a  A.  Ibiyts,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  and  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  D.  D. 

On  Statistics.— N.  Konis  ifalsted,  F.  Wolcolt  Jackson,  Rev.  Sam  ue 
Ilamill,  D.  D.,  E.  M.  Shreve,  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 
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Messrs.  Jacob  K.  iShotwcll,  Robcil  B.  Camprtcld  and  Ralph  Voorhccs, 
were  ai>pointcd  a  Committee  to  nominate  ollicer-s  for  the  j'car,  who 
subsequently  presented  the  following  list,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Preside  nty 

Richard  S.  Field Princeton. 

1  'ice  Prcmieiits. 

Henry  W.  Greem Trenton. 

John  Rutuerfurd 2^cicark. 

Ravaud  K.  Rogers.  D.  D Boundhrook. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

William  A.  Whitehead Xeirarl: 

Recordinfj  Secretary. 

DavId  a.  Hayes Xeicarl: 

I'rcasurer, 

Robert  S.  Swords Xtirark. 

Librarian, 

Samuel  H.  Cokcar Xeu:ark. 

E.vecutive  Committee, 

Samuel  II.  Pennington,  M.  D Xewark. 

Charles  S.  Olden" Princeton. 

N.  NoRRis  Halsted Kearney,  Hudson  Co. 

John  Hall,  D.  D   Trenton. 

Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D Laicrenceville. 

John  Clement Iladdonfield. 

Charles  C.  Havej?   Trenton. 

Wm.  B.  Kinney Xeicark. 

Peter  S.  Duryee Ncicark, 

With  a  view  to  cany  out  the  suggestions  of  the  E.\eculivc  Committee 
Mr.  Whitehead  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  By-Laws  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee  of 
three  for  revision,  with  the  view  of  making  them  conform  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Executive  Committee,  relative  to  the  citation  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Society  ;  that 
said  Committee  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  that  this 
resolution  be  regarded  as  a  notice  covering  any  amendment  that  they 
may  propose  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  12th  Bj'-Law. 

Messrs.  Whitehead,  Pennington  and  Swords,  were  appointed  the 
Committee. 

The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Bush  made  some  remarks  upon  the  inaccuracies 


6  MEETING   IN   TUENTON. 

in  the  published  accounts  of  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  and 
with  a  view  to  their  correction  oftered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary  be  a  Com- 
mittee, with  authority  to  obtain,  if  possible,  for  the  Society,  a  copy  of 
the  address  delivered 'before  the  Society  in  1853,  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Dodd, 
giving  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Princeton,  and  also  of  the  illustrated 
map  exhibited  by  him  at  that  time. 

3[r.  C.  C.  Haven,  in  reference  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  said  that  all 
doubts  and  discrepancies  connected  with  the  two  conflicts  occurring 
there,  would  be  found  all  disposed  of  in  his  publications  on  the  subject, 
and  detailed  at  some  length  the  movements  of  Washington's  army  at 
the  time. 
■   Mr.  Bush'  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  N.  Peuiiy,  Jr.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adojjtcd : 

licsohed,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized,  after  giving  due  notice 
thereof,  to  strike  from  the  Roll  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  arc  de- 
linquent for  more  than  three  years  in  the  paymant  of  dues. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  from  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  a 
"Sketch  of  the  Rev.  Barnabas  King,  D.  D.,"  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Cliurch  in  Rockaway  during  the  first  half  of  this  century, 
whose  influence  wrought  such  imijortaut  changes  in  the  character  of  the 
peoijle  of  that  region.  The  paper Vas  referred'^ to  the  Committee  on 
Publications. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer  read  a  paper  embo- 
dying his  personal  reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  On  its  conclusion  Mr. 
Hayes,  after  some  complimentary  remarks,  oftered  a  resolution  asking 
for  a  copy  of  the  paper,  and  also  that  the  Judge  should  continue  his 
labors,  with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  publication  of  a  volume  by  the  So- 
ciety containing  them,  which,  after  some  remarks  from  the  Chair,  was 
adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  in  May. 
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IIONOR.\RY    MEMBER. 

J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  Ticoli,  X.  Y 

RESIDENT  .MEMBERS. 

Robert  S.  Brainc,  M.  D.,  Irrin^/ion. 
Garret  Byrne,  Kemarl-. 
Samuel  S.  Clark,  M,  D.,  Behidere. 
R.  Newton  Crane,  Keicarh. 
James  W.  Corey,  Neicarl: 
James  B.  Cutter,  M.  D.,  Xeicark. 
James  M.  Durand,  Neicark. 
John  O.  Flood,  Neicarlc. 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  Xeicarh 
Edmund  Drake  Halsey,  Morristoun. 
Samuel  31.  Hewlett,  Irtington. 
Wm.  A.  Howell.  Newarl: 
Sanford  B.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  Irvington. 
John  H.  Landell,  KewarJc. 
John  McGregor,  Xoicarl'. 
Stephen  M.  Mershon,  MUldlthush. 
William  "W.  Morris,  Neicark. 
Henry  X.  Parkhurst,  Xeicarlc. 
J.  :Marshall  Paul,  M.  D.,  Behidere. 
Theodore  F.  Randolph,  Morristown. 
Edward  Sealy,  Xeicarlc. 
William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton. 
Benjamin  A.  Vail,  Halucay. 
Daniel  31.  Skinner,  Belleville. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  20,  1870. 

From    the    Wisconsin   Uistorical   Society — The    History    ami    Develop- 
ment of  Races.    Annual  adilrcss  before  the  Society  Feb.  23,  1869,  by 
lion.  Harlow  S.  Orton. 
From  the  loica  Historical  Society— Auuah  of  Iowa,  April,  July  and  Octo- 
ber, 18G9. 

From  the  N.  E.  Ilist.  and  Genealogical  Society — Register  and  Antiquar-an 
Journal,  July  and  Oct.,  18C9,  Jan.  1870. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— BuWctin  of  the  Institute,  v  ol.  I,  No.  3. 

Fro7n  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Transactions   of  the  A.   V. 
Society,  held  at  Philadeli)hia  for  Promoting  Useful  Knowledge.     Vol. 
XIII.     New  series.     Part  3. 
Proceedings  of  the  Am.  Ph.  Society.     Vol.  XI.     No.  81. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  at  the  semi-annual 
meeting  in  Boston,  April  28,  1809. 

From  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey — Report  showing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Survey  during  the  year  1806. 

From  the  Quartermaster-General  JJ.  8. — Nos.  I  to  XIX  inclusive,  also 
XXI  and  XXIII  of  the  Roll  of  Honor,  and  Statements  I  to  IV  inclu- 
sive— the  set  complete  as  far  as  issued.     26  Nos. 

Fivm  Treasurei'  of  N.  J. — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  Journal  of  Senate  and 
Minutes  of  Assembly ;  -with  Legislative  Documents  for  1809.  New 
Jersey  Law  Reports,  3d  Vroom.  New  Jersey  Ec^uity  Reports,  4tli 
Green.     Mtli  Aun.  Report  Normal  School. 

From  Harvard  College — Annual  Reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer, 
1868-9.  Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Charles  William  Elliot,  as 
President  of  the  College,  Oct.  9,  1869, 

From  Yale  CoZ/cf/c— Catalogue  of  the  officers  and  students,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  departments,  1809. 

From  the  Class— The  Decennial  Record  ;  or  Digest  No.  II,  of  the  Class 
of  1859,  of  the  College  of  N.  J.     18o9-'G9. 

Froiu  the  Franllin  Society^  Chicago— The  Printer  ;  read  before  the  Society , 
Oct.  27,  1809,  by  James  W.  Shcahan. 


10  DONATIONS. 

From  the  Library  Company — The  original  Articles  of  Association  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia.  Now  first  printed,  together  with 
the  Charter,  &c.  1869. 
From  the  Authors — Historical  Discourse  on  the  occasion  of  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Millstone.  By 
Edward  Tanjore  Corwin,  Pastor.     18CG. 

A  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America.  By  Edward  Tan- 
jore Corwin. 

An  Outline  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  West  or  South 
Jersey,  from  1700  to  18G5.  A  discourse  delivered  Oct.  3,  1865,  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown, 
by  ajipointment  of  the  Presbytery  of  West  Jersey.  .With  an  Appen- 
dix from  1865  to  1869. 

The  Architect  and  Monetarian :  A  Brief  Memoir  of  Thomas  Alex- 
ander Tefl't,  including  his  labors  in  Europe  to  establish  an  Universal 
Currency.     By  Edwin  31.  Stone,  1869. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Columbia  College.  By  Frederic  de  Peyster,  LL.D., 
Chairman,  etc. 

Address  on  the  Culture  demanded  by  the  Age.  By  F.  de  Peyster, 
LL.D.,  delivered  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  Columbia  College, 
1869. 

An  Address  delivered  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Ameri- 
can Whig  Society  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  June  29,  1869.  By 
Richard  S.  Field,  LL.D. 

Fragmentary  Records  of  the  Youngs,  comprising,  in  addition  to 
much  general  information  respecting  them,  A  Particular  and  Extend- 
ed Account  of  the  Posterity  of  Ninian  Young,  an  early  resident  of 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.     By  J.  Gilbert  Young,  M.  D. 

The  Two  Brothers.  Two  Discourses,  preached  at  the  Funerals  of 
James  Edward  Rice  and  Charles  Wilfred  Rice,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
Jan.  27,  1867,  and  June  6,  1869.     By  Rev.  J.  P.  Tuttle,  D.  D. 

Courage,  Love  and  a  Sound  Mind ;  a  Baccalaureate  Discourse  before 
the  Class  of  1869,  by  President  Tuttle,  of  Wabash  College. 

Fro'./i  Charles  G.  Rochwood  — ]\Iemorials  of  a  Century,  embracing  tlie 
Early  History  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  its  First  Chureli.  By  Isaac 
Jennings,  Pastor,  1869. 

From  C.  H.  Winfield—A  History  of  the  Celebration  of  Roljcrt  Burns" 
110th  Natal  Day,  in  New  York,  1863. 


noNATIOKS.  1 1 

From  John  II.  /Stqiheiis — A  plan  of  the  city  of  New  York,  from  actual 
survey,  1 738,  dedicated  to  John  ^lontgomcry,  Esq.     By  Wm.  Bradford. 

Muster  Roll  of  5th  Troop,  2d  Regt.  Light  Dragoons,  commanded 
by  Capt.  David  Edgar,  from  Aug.  11,  1781,  to  Feb.  1,  17S'3. 

Capt.  David  Edgai-'s  order-book,  1782-o. 

Xew  York  Daily  Advertiser,  Jan.  24,  1787.  Ulster  Counly  Gazette, 
Jan.  4,  1800. 

An  Underwriters  Policy  to  Nich.  Governeur,  made  by  twelve  X.   Y. 
Merchants,  Feb.  0,  179"). 
I'Vom  Ilcnrij  X.  Beach — A  Two  Year's  Journal  in  New  York  and  part  of 
its  Territories  in  America.     By  Charles  Woolley,  167'J. 

Denton's  Description  of  New  York,  formerly  New  Netherlands.    1070. 

]\Iiller"s  Description  of  the  City  and  Province  of  New  York.     1G95. 

Budd's  Account  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.     IGBo. 

Alsop's  Character  of  the  Province  of  IMaryland.     IGGO. 

An  oration  delivered  at  Ncv,'ark,  July  4,  1803.     By  Lewis  ^Morris 
Ogden,  A.  B.,  Student  at  Law. 
From  lion.  F.  T.  Frelingliuysen — Congressional  Globe  and  Appendi.x,  2il 

Sess.  40tli  Cong.,  with  a  Supplement. 
From  Dr.  Samuel  II.  Green — Catalogues  of  the  Trustees,  Students,  &c., 
of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton,  Mass.,  for  18j0,  'o,  "7,  'GO,  '1,  '3,  '4, 
'G,  '7  and  '8,  and  of  the  Library  of  Lawrence  Academy,  lu50. 

The  Jubilee  of  Lawrence  Academy,  July  12,  1834,  with  General 
Catalogue;  and  Memorial  Soliciting  Aid  in  Rebuilding. 

Reports  of  the  ^Managers  of  the  Temjiorary  Home  for  the  Destitute, 
Boston,  1853,  '5,  "8,  'Gl,  '63,  'G4,  'G7  and  'G8;  of  the  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  1852  ;  of  the  Boston  Home  for  Aged  Men,  18G3  :  of  the  4th, 
5th  and  10th  Anniversary  of  The  Needle  Woman's  Friend  Society ; 
and  of  the  N.  England  Female  Moral  Reform  Society  for  1868. 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Jan. 
165G ;  and  71st  and  72d  Ann.  Reports  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  with 
By-Laws,  Acts  of  Incorporation,  &c.,  18G7,  'G8  and  'GO. 

Roll  of  Students  of  Harvard  University  who  served  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Pre- 
pared byF.  H.  Brown,  M.  D  ,  by  order  of  the  Corporation. 

Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  Pul'lic  Library,  18G7  and  'GS; 
and  the  Prince  Library;  The  American  Part  of  the  Collection  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  by  him  bequeathed  to 
the  Old  South  Church,  and  now  deposited  in  the  Public  Library  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 


12  DONATIONS. 

Rules,  Regulations  and  Organization  of  the  Public  Scliools  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Directory  for  Boston  Provident  Association,  Oct.  '68  to  '69. 

Ann.  Report  of  the  Fice  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass.,  witli  tlie 
Rules  and  Regulations.     Published  by  order  of  the  City.     1869. 

Address  of  Gen.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Department  of  Mass.,  G.  A.  R.  in  Worcester,  Jan.  20,  1869. 

A  History  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury,  Mass.,  with  Genealogical  Regis- 
ters.    By  Justin  Winser.     IS  19. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Zachos'  Appeal  to  the  Friends  of  Education,  for  the  Im- 
migrant and  the  Freed  People  of  the  South.     1868. 

Hon.  Chas.  A,  Train's  Closing  Argument  for  the  Annexation  of 
Dorchester  to  Boston.     1869. 

Catalogue  of  the  Groton  Public  Library,  with  the  By-Laws  and 
Regulations.     1855. 

From  liev.  Jos.  F.  Tuttle—L  Change  of  National  Empire;  or  Arguments 
in  Favor  of  the  Removal  of  the  National  Capital  to  the  Mississippi 
Valley,     Illustrated  with  Maps.     By  L.  U.  Reavis.     1869. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities  to  the  Gov.  of  Ohio,  for  18G8. 

School  Laws  of  Indiana  as  amended  in  1865,  '67  and  '69,  with 
opinions,  instructions,  &c. 

True  Greatness.  A  Sermon  at  Belleville,  N.  J.,  June  27,  '69,  on  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Ward.     By  W.  W.  Halloway. 

A  Discourse  by  Rev.  Elisha  P,  Swift,  D.  D.,  on  the  Fortieth  Anni- 
versary of  his  Ministry,  Nov.  6,  1859. 

An  Address  by  Prof.  S.  J.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  at  the  Funeral  of  Rev.  E. 
P.  Swift,  D.  D.,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Alleghany  City, 
Aiml  6,  1865;  and  Discourse  Commemorative  of  his  Life  and  Labors 
preached  May  7,  1865,  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Howard,  D.  D. 

The  Memorial  Day.  A  Sermon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
Putnam,  Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1866.     By  A.  Kingsbury. 

A  Discourse  delivered  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Logansport,  Ind., 
■Dec.  25,  1859.  By  Rev.  M.  M.  Post.  A  Retrospect  of  Thirty  Years 
Ministry. 

Inaugural  Discourses  of  Professors  Morris  and  Nelson,  delivered  at 
Lane  Theological  Seminary  on  the  32d  Anniversary,  May  13tli  and 
14tli,  1868,  with  a  sketch  of  the  Institution,  &c. 

From  Gen.  N.  N.  IlaUed-A.  letter  to  his  Excellency  Gov.  C n, 

I  Clinton]  ijrincipally  in  answer  to  his  Message  of  13th  Oct.  and  his 
Dissolution  Speech.     Printed  in  1747. 


Do:^ATION3.  It] 

From  S.  Alofjen,  Esq—hts  Etatb-Unis  D'Aincriquc  en  18G3.     Par  Jolin 

Bigelow,  Consul  dcs  Etats-Unis  a  Paris.     18G;J. 
From  Ma).  G.  J/eiVs— Bailey's  Universal  Etymological  English  Diction- 
ary, 24th  Edition.     London,  177G. 
From  Joel  Munsell — A  Paper  on  the  Study  of  the  English  Language  and 
Literature  as  an  Educational  Force.     By  M.  P.  Cavert,  A.  M.     1860. 

Synojisis  of  Dentistry  as  it  was,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  ought  to  be.  A 
Power  to  move  the  world.     A  Lecture  by  J.  Brockway,  Sr.     18G9. 

Impressions  of  Prison  Life  in  Great  Britain.  Submitted  to  the  L:- 
spcctor,  &c.,  of  the  Albany  Penitentiary.     By  David  Dyer,  Chaplain. 

A  Paper  on  the  Flora  of  the  Adiroudacks,  by  Geo.  T.  Stevens,  M.  I)., 
1867,  and  a  Paper  on  the  Trichina  Spiralis,  by  Edward  11.  llurd, 
M.  D.,  read  before  the  Albany  Institute.  ISOO. 

Shaker  Income  Tax.  Application  to  Com.  Delano.  Brief  of  Dur- 
bin  Ward,  Counsel  for  Applicants.     1869. 

Reports  of  the  Albany  County  Bible  Society,  organized  1810 ;  of 
the  Treasurer  of  Union  College,  May  18G9;  and  of  the  "Water  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Newburgh,  1869. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Normal  School,  Fiftieth  Term, 
ending  1869. 

Therapeutical  Skepticism ;  an  Address  Introductory,  at  Albany 
Medical  College  18G9.     By  John  V.  Lansing,  M.  D. 

Frogs,  and  their  Contributions  to  Science.  Bead  before  the  Albany 
Institute,  1869.     By  John  V.  Lansing,  M.  D. 

Address  at  the  Funeral  Service  of  Col.  Lewis  Benedict,  May  2d, 
1864.     By  Rev.  C.  D.  W.  Bridgman. 
pyom   Wm.  A.  Whitehead — Indian  Bulletin,  l^o.  1,  for  18G7,  containing 
a  brief  account  of  the  North  American  Indians,  and  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  many  Indian  Names.     By  Rev.  N.  W.  Jones. 

Debt  and  Resources  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ellect  of  Seces- 
sion upon  the  Industry  of  the  Loyal  States.  By  Dr.  Wm.  Elder. 
1863. 

Law  Representation  iu  the  Methodi.st  Episcopal  Church  ;  Its  Justice 
and  Expediency.     By  Gilbert  Haven.     1864. 

Reports  of  the  Water  Commissioners  of  Jersey  City,  July  1,  18G8; 
of  Newark  Aqueduct  Board  on  a  supply  of  water.  By  Geo.  11.  Bailey, 
Engineer,  Jan.  1861. 

A  Letter  to  a  Whig  Member  of  the  Southern  Independence  Associa 
tion.     By  Goldwin  Smith.     1864. 

Minnesota  Legislative  Manual.     1867. 


14  DONATIONS^. 

Two  Pliotograpbs  of  James  Parker,  late  President  of  the  Society. 
Gopsill's  Directory  of  Jersey  City,  corrected  June  1,  1858. 
From  Balph   Voorhees — Remarkable   Occurrences,  during  the  Seige  of 
Gibraltar ;  with  a  List  of  the  Forces,  &c.     Also  the  Casualties  that 
happened  on  both  sides,  between  the  11th  Feb.,  1726-7  and  the  11th 
June  following  ;  O.  S.     M.  S.     Manuscript. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States  from  May  21,  1791  to  April  21,  1792. 
The  New  Jersey  Almanacs  for  1776,  1778,  1779. 
Fvum  Rev.  J.   F.  Stearns,  D.  D. — The  New  York  Times,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  1865.     15  volumes. 
From  Miss  P.  Taylor — The  New  York  Herald  from  July  3,  18U2,  to  April 

6,  1803. 
From  the  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Proceedings  of  the  1st  meeting  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade,  held  in  Philadelphia  June,  1868. 

xVnn.  Statement  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago,  March  31, 186S. 

Ann.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Merchant's  Exchange, 

Louisville,  March  31,  1869. 

From  Wm.  Buane — Four  specimens  of  New  Jersey  Paper  Currency.     1776. 

From   Geo.  H.    Coutts-—A  Sheriff's   Writ  of  July  21st,  in  16th  year  ot 

George  the  Second. 
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TIIK  EAllLY  IIISTOKY  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY. 


It  13  not  liiy  design  to  Avrite  :in  claboratu  history  of  tlic  County  of 
-Morris,  but  rather  to  make  ;i  few  statements  concerning  it  wliich  seem 
to  me  to  Ijc  interesting  and  important,  since  every  community  has  a 
liistory  which,  if  pro2)erly  rehited,  must  l)e  interesting  and  even  impoi- 
tant.  at  least  to  those  wlio  belong  to  it.  In  its  beginnings  and  progress 
it  may  have  borne  a  very  humble  part  in  the  grand  drama  Avhich  the 
world  is  acting,  and  yet  humble  as  that  part  may  lie,  it  was  grand  to 
those  who  actctl  it.  There  is  not  an  old  community  or  church  in  any 
old  county  in  our  State  wliose  history  has  not  a  very  considerable  inter- 
est to  the  local  antiquary  and  historian.  It  may  never  have  held  a  very 
prominent  position  as  related  to  the  general  commonwealth.  It  may  be 
neither  a  Wittenburg  or  a  Geneva,  the  center  of  moral  revolution,  a 
Runymede  or  Philadelphia,  rendered  famous  by  some  immortal  scene, 
the  birth  of  a  Magna  Chaita  or  the  publication  of  a  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Its  liistory  spread  out  on  the  pages  of  general  liistory 
might  seem  out  of  place  or  be  eclipsed  by  the  more  distinguished  deeds 
recorded  on  the  same  pages,  and  yet  that  humble  history  has  the  merit 
of  being  in  a  sense  personal  to  ourselves.  Here  the  fathers  of  such  a 
community  fought  the  Ijattle  of  life,  wrestled  with  the  problems  of 
moral  responsibility,  loved  the  loving,  pitied  the  sorrowful,  helped  the 
weak,  wept  over  the  dying;  here  they  laid  the  foundations  of  tiie  social 
fabric  as  best  they  could,  often  in  a  very  ijlind  yet  honest  method, 
lived  life  as  we  now  live  it,  and  they  died  leaving  their  grnvcs  to  us  as 
silent  monitors  not  to  permit  them  to  sink  into  forgetfuluess.  A.Uhough 
not  as  great  as  many  who  have  lived,  they  are  our  forefathers,  and  the 
work  they  did  for  us  merits  u  grateful  record  at  our  hands. 

The  beginners  of  society  in  Morris  County  were  j)lain  people,  many 
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of  whom  had  very  little  cducatiun.  The  records  of  thu  county  and  of 
several  churches  which  date  back  far  toward  the  first  settlement  on  the 
Whi2)])any  River,  prove  this.  I  have  spent  not  a  little  time  and  effort 
to  fix  a  precise  date  to  the  foundation  of  society  in  the  county,  but  with 
no  marked  success.  In  the  year  17(57,  tlic  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  the  third 
pastor  of  the  Hanover  Church,  wrote  what  he  called  a  "  History  of  the 
•  Hanover  Presbyterian  Church."  This  is  copied  from  a  book  in  which 
Mr.  Green  recorded  baptisms.  In  a  preface  to  this  manuscript  record 
Mr.  Green  writes  that  "  about  the  year  1710  a  few  families  removed  from 
Newark  and  Elizabeth,  ifcc,  and  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Pessaick 
River  in  that  which  is  now  Morris  County.  Not  long  after  the  settlers 
erected  an  house  for  the  publick  worship  of  God  on  the  bank  of  the 
WhippenuDg  River  (about  three  miles,  west  of  the  Pessaick  River),  about 
one  hundred  rods  below  the  Forge  which  is  and  has  long  been  known 
by  the  name  of  The  Old  Iron  Works.  There  was  a  church  gathered  in 
the  year  17—.  Mr.  Natlianiel  Hubbel  was  ordained  and  settled  by  the 
Presbytery  of  New  York.  About  this  time  this  place  ol)tained  the 
name  of  Hanover  and  l)ecame  a  townshij),  but  the  place  was  most  com- 
monly known  by  the  Indian  name  Whippcnung.     Mr.  Hul)bel  continued 

to  minister  here  till ,  when  for  some  uneasiness  l^etween  him  and 

the  people  he  was  dismissed.  This  church  then  had  no  proper  book  of 
Records.  And  if  Mr.  Hubbel  kept  any  church  records  upon  paper  of 
his  own  they  were  not  left  to  those  who  came  after." 

Mr.  Green  began  his  ministry  in  1746,  when  some  of  the  pioneers  were 
still  living,  and  he  could  have  easily  found  the  date  of  settlement  and 
given  the  names  of  the  settlers  and  many  facts  of  interest,  but  it  is  too 
often  true  that  to  th(jsc  who  are  near  the  facts  of  which  history  is  com- 
posed, those  facts  do  not  seem  of  great  value,  at  least  not  enough  to 
cause  them  to  be  carefully  preserved.  By  way  of  extenuating  ''Parson 
Green''  for  cot  securing  in  ])ermanent  form  these  un-merchantable  state- 
ments as  lo  who  the  early  settlers  were  and  when  they  came  and  what 
they  did,  all  of  which  were  then  within  his  easy  reach,  it  may  be 
alleged  that  he  was  a  num  of  many  callings,  a  very  busy  man.  His 
salary  was  small,  and  he  says  this  ''  led  him  to  take  more  worldly  cares 
and  business  than  he  could  have  chosen."  His  people  encouraged  him 
in  this  course,  assuring  him  "  that  country  congregations  could  not  have 
ministers  unless  ministers  would  take,  some  care  to  provide  and  help 
support  their  own  families."  He  studied  and  practiced  medicine,  he 
had  a  school  under  his  care,  often  wrote  and  executed  wills  for  his 
patients  and  had  a  share  both  in  a  grist  mill  and  a  distillery.     Some 
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wag  is  said  to  liuve  ilirertcd  a  letter  to  him  with  tliis  snniL-.vliat  com- 
inchensive  superscription  : 

"To  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Preaclicr, 

And  tlie  Kev.  Jacob  Green,  Teacher ; 

To  the  Rev.  Jacol)  Green,  Doctor, 

And  tlic  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Proctor  ; 

To  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  iMiller, 

And  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Distiller." 
In  regartl  to  his  numerous  avocations,  he  said  in  his  auto!)iography  : 
'•  When  I  entered  u])on  worldly  schemes  I  found  tl|^m  in  general  a 
plague,  a  vexation,  and  a  snare.  If  I  somewhat  increased  my  worldly 
estate,  I  also  increased  sorrow  and  incurred  blame  in  all  things  except 
the  practice  of  physick.''  * 

It  is  not  hard  to  account  for  such  a  man's  neglect  to  collect  and  record 
history  which  was  then  too  recent  to  seem  of  luucli  importance,  and  yet 
it  is  very  annoying  that  the  good  man  who  as  pastor  and  physician  was 
constantly  meeting  those  who  could  liave  told  him  the  very  facts  we 
so  much  desire  to  know,  should  not  have  interrogated  the  witnesses  and 
recorded  tlieir  answers 

The  earliest  reference  to  Morris  County  that  I  find,  is  in  a  letter  of 
David  Barclay,  Artliur  Forbes  and  Gawen  Lawrie,  to  the  Scots  Proprie- 
tors of  East  Jersey,  under  date  of  March  29.  1084.  In  answer  to  query 
seventh,  they  say  :  "  There  are  also  hills  up  in  the  countrey,  but  how 
much  ground  they  take  up  we  know  not,  they  are  said  to  be  stony  and 
covered  with  wood  and  beyond  them  is  said  to  be  excellent  land.t  At 
that  time  the  region  thus  mentioned  must  have  been  terra  incognita. 
How  early  it  was  explored  and  surveyed,  I  have  not  with  certainty  ascer 
tained.  The  unvarying  tradition  has  been  that  tlic  first  settlement  was 
made  at  Whippany,  and  another  tradition  declares  that  Abraliani  Kitchel, 
grandson  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  Sen,,  of  Newark,  and  the  two 
brothers  Timothy  and  Josepli  Tuttle,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers, 
but  this  is  not  verified  by  an  examination  of  their  deeds,]:  which  fix  the 

*Dr.  Green's  Christian  Advocate,  X,  53. 

tE.  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  291, 

t  A  deed  Btill  In  possession  of  a  descendant  of  Abrahuni  Kitelifl,  diited  May 
5,  1713,  and  friven  by  "  Jolm  I'nuUk'n,  <iuondain  minister,"  conveys  a  tract  of 
t^round  in  Newark  to  Abraham  Kitchel,  of  Newark.  In  1718  John  Baldwin  con- 
veys a  tract  of  ground  to  Abraham  Kitchel,  of  Newark.  On  the  L'Oth  of  May, 
17:i4,  "  Uebceea  Wheeler,  of  Burlinjjton,"  deeded  to  Abraham  Kitchel  1075  acres 
east  of  \Vhip])any  River,  a  part  of  which  is  still  occupied  by  one  of  his  descend, 
auts,  .losepii  Kitchell,  of  Hanover  Neck. 
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date  of  Abraham  Kitcliel's  removal  to  Hanover  in  1724,  at  least  four- 
teen years  after  tlie  original  settlement  is  supposed  to  have  been  made. 
On  the  2d  of  April  173G,  Timothy  Tattle  conveyed  to  his  "  loving 
brother  Joseph  Tuttle,  of  Newark,"  certain  real  estate  in  that  place. 
It  is  supposed— the  deeds  are  not  now  to  be  had— that  Timothy  Tuttle 
removed  to  Morris  County  the  year  he  sold  real  estate  to  his  brother. 
On  the  23d  of  January,  1733-4,  John  and  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Newark, 
deeded  to  Joseph  Tuttle,  of  the  same  place,  some  real  estate  in  Newark, 
so  that  he  was  then  still  a  resident  there.  Meanwhile  he  had  purchased, 
in  1725,  a  large  t*act  of  land  on  Hanover  Neck,  a  part  of  which  is  still 
occupied  by  one  of  his  descendants. 

Who  then  did  settle  first  at  Whippany,  and  when  did  they  settle 
there  ^  It  is  very  certain  that  there  had  been  some  settlement  previous 
to  1718,  for  on  the  second  day  of  that  year  one  "John  Richards,  of 
Whipanong,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  in  the  Province  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Schoolmaster,"  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  which  is  now 
known  as  the  Whippany  Burying  Yard,  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
which,  for  many  years,  stood  the  First  Presl^yterian  Church.  At  that 
date  the  "Schoolmaster,"  "for  and  in  consideration,"  as  he  said,  "of 
the  love,  good  will  and  affection  which  I  have  and  do  bear  toward  my 
Christian  fiiends  and  neighbours  in  Whippanung  aforesaid,  as  also  for 
the  desire  and  regard  I  have  to  promote  and  advance  the  publick  inter- 
est," gave  the  described  tract  of  lan<l  for  the  site  of  "  a  decent  and 
suital)le  meeting-house  for  the  publick  worship  of  God,"  as  also  for  "  a 
school-house.  Burying  Ground,  Training  field,  and  such  like  publick 
uses.V  The  lot  contained  three  and  a  half  acres.  In  the  deed  he  speaks 
of  his  land  as  being  "  in  the  township  of  Whipanong,  on  that  part 
commonly  called  Peuri)enong-,  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  the  Whipa- 
nong River." 

It  is  fair  to  infer  that  consideraijle  progress  had  b'een  already  made, 
l)Ut  at  i>resent  I  can  give  no  information  as  to  the  precise  fact^J.  My 
conjecture  is  that  the  original  settlers  mny  have  l)een  squatlers,  making 
iron  from  the  Succasunna  iron  ore,  with  the  boundless  forests  in  the 
region  which  they  converted  into  coal.  The  tradition  is  that  the  ore 
was  l)rought  in  leather  bags  on  pack-horses  fiom  tlie  great  mine  now 
known  as  "  the  Dickerson  Mine,"  which  at  that  time  and  fi-.r  many 
years  afterward  exposed  vast  quantities  of  ore  above  ground. 

.'\s  I)earing  on  the  (lueslion,  it  may  be  said  that  the  cdpy  of  a  (\v\.'a\ 
may  lie  seen  in  Trenton  wliicli  indicates  that  in  \1\7>  a  tract  of  land  hid 
liceii  surveyed   in   the  present   township  of  Morris.*     No  dou'tt  some- 


*  East  Jersey  Records  Liber  F.  3,  p  28. 
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where  still  lomaiii  the  facts  in  books  of  records,  or  uurecordcd  deeds 
and  wills,  which  shall  throw  light  on  the  settlement  at  "Whippany. 

In  1T1:>  James  Wills,  an  Englishman,  bought  of  the  East  .lersey  Pro- 
prietors a  large  tract  of  land  in  and  about  what  is  now  called  Ralston- 
ville,  about  one  mile  west  of  Mendhara.  In  1722  James  Pitney  bought 
land  of  his  brother  which  had  previously  been  purchased  of  the  Pro- 
prietors. It  is  impossible  to  determine  at  what  date  IMendham  was 
settled.  Even  the  proximate  date  of  the  founding  of  that  church  is 
only  inferred  as  being  previous  to  1738,  when  its  name  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick.  Dr.  Hastings  thinks 
it  was  organized  about  173.1  or  1730. '^^  In  1745  Edmund  Buinet  made 
a  deed  of  its  yard  and  site  to  the  ^lendham  Church,  in  which,  with 
original  orthography,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  "Edmou  Burnnant,  of 
Rocksiticus,  in  ye  County  of  Summerset  in  East  nu  Jareses  In  Amara- 
cah,"  for  certain  reasons  giving  the  congregation  "  A  scairtain  pees  of 
l)arsel  of  Land  on  which  the  meeting  Hows  Now  Siaudeth."' 

It  will  be  remembered  that  thus  far  the  earliest  definite  fact  ascer- 
tained is  that  in  1713  James  Wills  purchased  a  tract  of  laud  at  Mend- 
ham,  and  that  he  probably  settled  on  it  at  that  time  or  soon  after.  At 
Hanover  the  settlement  was  "'about  1710,"  but  the  actual  dates  as  de- 
rived from  deeds  do  not  go  back  of  1715  and  1718,  although  it  is  evident 
that  earlier  purchases  had  been  made.  If  we  now  cross  the  mountains 
west  of  Hanover,  we  come  to  the  region  in  which  another  actual  pur- 
chase was  made  at  an  early  date.  These  facts  were  received  from  the 
late  Richard  Brothcrton,  of  Randolph  Township,  a  very  intelligent  and 
worthy  Friend,  who  professed  to  make  the  statements  from  documents 
to  which  lie  had  access  and  which  are  sui)posed  to  be  still  in  existence- 
.Mr.  Brotherton  says  that  one  Joseph  Kirkbride  located  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  present  townshi])  of  Randolph,  in  Morris  County,  as  early  as  1713, 
containing  4,525  acres,  besides  the  usual  allowance  for  highways,  also 
in  the  same  year  a  tract  of  1,254  acres  bounded  on  the  southwesterly 
line  of  the  first  tract.  The  Succasunna  Mine  lot  v.'as  located  in  1710, 
by  John  Reading,  and  sold  the  same  j'car  to  Joseph  Kirkbride,  contain- 
ing 558  acres,t  and  after  his  death  the  tract  was  divided  between  his 
three  sons,  Joseph,  Tohn  and  Mahlon  Kirkbride,  except  the  mine  lot, 
which  was  held  liy  tliem  in  common  until  such  time  as  the  same  should 
be  sold.! 


Hasting' 8  M.  S.  on  Mendham. 

+  Boundca  on  the  northwest  line  and  comers  at  the  north  comers  of  llic  said 
tract  of  4,5i5  acres,  iiuikin}^  toffetlicr  6,337  acres,  besides  tlic  usual  allowance  for 
liigliway:?,  wliich  belonged  to  tlie  said  Joscpli  Kirlibride. 

I  In  1744IFeni7Brotlierton,tlic grandfather  of  Richard — my  informant— boui; lit 
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Mr.  Richard  Brotberton  farther  states  that  the  home-farm  of  Harts- 
horn Fitz  Randolph  was  located  July  30,  17J3  (the  survey  being  made 
by  John  Reading),  and  by  him  conveyed  to  Josejoh  Latham,  who  con- 
veyed the  same  to  John  Jackson  in  1722.  The  Executors  of  Edward 
Fitz  Randolph  (Nathan  and  Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph),  obtained  a 
judgment  against  Jackson,  and  on  the  loth  of  xlugust,  1753,  John  Ford, 
the  Sheriff  of  Morris  County,  sokl  the  land  which  was  purchased  by 
Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph,  who  occupied  it  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
red in  1807.  lie  bought  other  lands  adjoining  until  his  farm  contained 
SCO  acres. 

This  Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph  is  said  to  have  been  a  devout  Friend, 
and  to  have  had  in  his  employ  a  man  who  was  a  singular  character  and 
allowed  by  his  master  almost  as  many  liberties  as  "  the  King's  fool." 
Tradition  has  preserved  the  following  anecdote  relating  to  the  two,  of  the 
truth  of  which  as  much  belief  may  be  entertained  as  the  circumstances 
may  seem  to  warrant.  It  is  said  that  on  a  certain  Sunday  morning  Mr. 
Fitz  Randolph  wished  to  go  to  the  Quaker  Meeting-House  on  the  oppo- 
site hill,  but  the  brook  was  so  swollen  with  rain  as  not  to  be  very  easily 
crossed.  The  man  offered  to  carry  him  across  on  his  back.  When  in 
the  midst  of  the  stream  he  stopped  and  said  to  Mr.  Fitz  R.  ''  Will  thee 
give  me  a  quart  of  apple-jack  if  I  take  thee  safely  over  ?"  "  No,  I  will 
not ;  go  on,"  said  Mr.  Fitz  R.  "  But  say,  will  thee  give  it  me  i  for  if 
thee  does  not,  I  will  let  thee  down  into  the  water  !"  "  I  must  not  give 
thee  that  which  Avill  do  thee  harm."  "  But  /say  thee  must  give  it  me  or 
I  will  let  thee  down  into  the  water  quickly  1"  was  the  reply  of  the  im- 
pudent fellow,  whose  motions  indicated  that  he  meant  what  he  said. 
"  Well  I  promise  it,  to  give  thee  the  apple-jack!  now  go  on,"  said  the 
Quaker.  "  But  swear  that  thee  will  give  it  me !"  persisted  the  man. 
"  Thee  knows  that  I  must  not  swear  I"  "  But  I  say  thee  rmtst  swear  that 
thee  will  give  me  the  ajjple-jack,  or  I  swear  I  will  jjut  thee  quickly  into 
this  water  I"  "  Well,  well,"  said  IMr.  Fitz  R.,  "thee  is  very  uureason- 
aljle,  but  thee  has  me  in  thy  power,  and  so  I  swear  that  I  will  give  thee 
the  rum  1"  "  There,  now,  Mr.  Fitz  Randolph,  thee  has  done  it  I"  exclaim- 
ed the  man,  with  an  ill-concealed  chuckle,  '"  thee  has  done  it  now  I  for 
thee  has  always  said  that  <i  inun  t/i/it  /rill  sirear  will  lie,  and  so  I  will  let 
1hee  down  into  the  water  at  any  rate !"  and  he  at  once  suited  the  action 
to  the  word,  leaving  his  employer  in  no  good  plight  physically  or  spiritu- 
ally for  the  service  he  was  designing  to  attend. 

125  acres  of  one  of  the  Kirkbricle  lieir^,  and  iu  1753  his  brother,  Junics  Ih-other- 
ton,  bonght  300  or  300  acres  on  Mine  Hill  of  the  same  estate. 
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Mr.  Brotlierton  states  that  Scliooley's  ^louutain  received  its  name 
from  ouc  William  Scliooley,  who  was  an  early  settler  on  it.  His  sou 
William  came  to  Randolph  Towushii)  in  1713  and  purchased  several 
hundred  acres — about  600 — ot"  the  Kirkbridc  familj',  including  what  is 
now  Mill  lirook,  some  three  miles  southeast  of  Dover.  TUerc,  his  son 
Hobert  Scliooley  built  the  lirst  grist  mill  in  that  section  of  ^lorris 
County.  Ilcnry  and  Richard  Brothcrton,  two  brothers,  and  Richard 
Dell,  married  daughters  of  William  Schooley,  of  Scliooley's  Mountain. 
Dell  removed  from  Scliooley's  ^Mountain  in  1751),  to  a  tract  of  land  which 
he  purchased  from  tlic  heirs  of  AVilliam  Penn.  This  farm  is  two  miles 
east  of  Dover,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rockaway  River.  His  son 
Thomas  Dell  bought  land  of  the  Kirkbridc  heirs  a  mile  east  of  Mine 
Hill  in  the  year  178(5  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1850,  when  he 
was  over  ninety  years  of  age.  In  1750  that  remarkable  man,  Gen.  AVil- 
liam  Winds,  from  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  purchased  275  acres  of 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn  and  lived  on  the  same  until  his  death,  Octo- 
lier  12th,  1  r89.  This  farm  is  cast  of  tlie  village  of  Dover  nearly  a  mile, 
and  south  of  the  point  of  Pine  Hill.  In  1757  Josiah  Beaman,  the 
l,rotlicr-in  law  of  Gen.  Winds,  purchased  107  acres  where  Dover  now  is. 
and  principally  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rockaway  River. 

The  tract  of  land  south  of  the  river  where  Dover  stands,  and  inclu- 
ding the  water  power  which  drives  the  Iron  ^lills  at  that  place,  was  located 
and  i)urchased  in  the  year  1745.  In  17o!)  one  Daniel  Canel  purchased  a 
tract  of  the  Kirkbridc  estate  in  the  vicinity  of  Dover,  and  a  part  of  it 
is  still  occui)ied  by  his  descendants.  It  is  paid  that  during  the  hard 
winter  of  1740,  wlien  the  snow  was  very  deep,  this  Daniel  Canel  was 
obliged  to  carry  iiay  on  his  back  two  miles  and  a  half  to  keep  his  cattle 
and  horses  alive.* 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  in  17i;J  .lohn  Reading  surveyed  a  tract 
of  land  which  was  conveyed  to  Joseph  Latham,  who,  in  1722,  sold  it  to 
one  John  Jackson,  who  built  a  forge  on  tiie  little  stream  which  puts 
into  the  Rockaway  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Jacob  Ilurd.  The  forge 
was  nearly  in  front  of  ^Ir.  Hurd's  house.  The  first  forge  in  !Morris 
county  was  at  Whippany,  and  this  one,  built  by  Jackson,  a  mile  west  of 
Dover,  was  probably  the  second.  The  wood  for  charcoal  was  abundant, 
and  the  mine  on  the  hill  not  far  distant.  For  some  reason  Jackson  did 
not  succeed  in  his  iron  manufacture,  and  was  sold  out  by  the  Sherill  in 
175:!.     I  am  not  sure  as  to  this  John  Jackson.     James  Jackson,  of  Ncw- 


*  Richard  Brothcrton's  MS.  in  hands  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Mep;ic. 
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town,  L.  I.,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  late  Col.  Joseph  Jackson  of 
Rockaway,  had  a  son  John  among  his  twenty  children.  He  was  born 
March  9th,  1701.  Joseph  Jackson,  son  of  the  aforesaid  James,  was  a 
resident  near  Dover,  and  with  his  son  Stephen,  was  joint  owner  of  what 
was  "commonly  known  as  Schooley's  Forge,"  the  beginning  corner  of 
which  was  "about  one  chain  from  Josiah  Beaman's  house."  When 
John  Jackson  was  sold  out  by  the  Sheriff,  Josiah  Beaman  bought  the 
forge,  and  it  seems  very  probable  that  John  Jackson's  brother  and 
nephew  were  the  purchasers  of  a  part  of  the  forge  built  by  John.  This 
purchase  was  made  in  1768,  and  the  next  year  Joseph  sold  his  riglit  in 
that  forge  to  "  Stephen  Jackson  of  Meadoui,  Bloomer."  Stephen  Jack- 
son thus  ]:)egan  his  forLiuie  in  this  humble  way,  and  after  a  few  years 
became  the  owner  of  the  fine  mill  property  at  Rockaway,  with  large 
tracts  of  valuable  lands.  He  once  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  Gen. 
Washington  at  his  house,  and  was  a  man  of  great  energy.  He  died  in 
1813. 

My  attempts  to  reach  the  earliest  daomnoatci nj  dates  concerning 
Rockaway  have  not  been  successful;  but  from  careful  examination  I  am 
led  to  conjecture  that  the  settlement  began  not  long  after  that  at  Dover, 
al)Out  1723  or  possibly  as  late  as  1730,  at  Avhich  time  a  small  iron  forge 
was  built  near  where  the  upper  forge  now  stands  in  Rockaw-ay.  This 
statement  embodies  the  opinion  of  some  very  aged  men  whose  fathers 
had  lived  in  the  region  from  an  early  period.  Among  the  men  who 
worked  that  forge  (whether  the  earliest  is  not  known)  were  A.bner  Beach, 
grandfather  of  the  late  Col.  S.  S.  Beach,  and  Isaac  Beach,  a  nephew  of 
his.  The  latter  told  his  son  Isaac,  who  died  about  twenty  years  ago, 
that  he  remembered  to  have  seen  an  encampment  of  the  Rockaway 
Indians  a  half  mile  south  of  the  present  village.  The  savages  disap- 
peared from  the  region  a  few  years  after  the  whites  began  to  settle  here, 
and  were  said  to  have  been  merged  in  the  tribe  of  theDclawares.  There 
was  the  remnant  of  an  encampment  also  near  where  the  Steel  Furnace 
stands. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockaway  and  Dover,  in 
addition  to  those  named,  may  be  mentioned  Gilbert  Hedden,  spoken  of 
in  one  deed  as  "  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,"  who  built  the  lirst  grist 
mill  about  half  a  mile  below  the  Rolling  Mill  ;  David  Beaman,  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  chorister,  miller,  forgeman  and  a  very  l)usy  man,  who 
left  property  and  numerous  descendants,  but  whose  grave  is  without  a 
monument;  Capt.  Job  Allen,  a  carpenter,  a  very  public  spirited  man 
and  good  citizen,  whose  influence  in  founding  the  church  was  very 
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marked  ;  Deacon  Jobn  Clarke  a  most  ilcvout  man,  universally  lionoretl 
and  "powerful  in  prayer;"  and  some  others.  There  are  two  men  who 
deserve  special  mention;  Moses  Tattle  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  anil  John 
Jacol)  Facsch  of  Mount  Hope.  Moses  Tuttle  was  the  son  of  Col.  Joseph 
Tuttlc,  of  Hanover,  and  was  born  in  17:52.  His  death  occurred  in  1819. 
He  married  Jane,  the  dauj^htcr  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  sen.,  a  i^reat  land- 
holder in  Morris  county.  About  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  17.">r>,  he 
removed  to  Blount  Pleasant,  three  miles  west  of  Rockaway,  for  the 
purpose  of  manaiiini;  his  fatlu'rin-huv's  iron  works.  By  iidiciilance 
and  i)rudcnce  he  l)ecame  jiossessed  of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  on  wiiich 
several  valualjle  mines  were  discovered.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  leader  in  society.  Anecdotes  are  toM  which  show  his  shrewdness. 
A  very  athletic  young  woman  made  oath  that  a  young  man  had  com- 
mitted an  atrocious  assault  on  her.  Squire  Tuttlc  advised  the  young 
man  to  settle  with  her  by  offering  her  a  sum  of  money  tied  up  in  a  bag, 
which  she  at  once  received.  The  squire  then  directed  the  young  man  to 
take  the  bag  from  her  by  force,  but  she  at  once  flung  him  from  her  as  it 
he  were  a  cliikl,  proving  tlic  falsity  of  the  cliarge.  She  was  at  once  ar- 
rested and  punished  for  perjury.*  3Ir.  Tattle  as  the  thrifty  manager  of 
a  large  forge  property  and  real  estate,  once  found  himself  to  be  a  credi- 
tor to  a  considerable  amount  when  the  State  Legislature  marie  its  worth 
less  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender.  This  act  of  course  reversed  the 
course  of  nature,  so  that  the  strange  sight  was  to  be  seen  of  debtors 
chasing  down  tiicir  creditors.  Mr.  Tattle  left  the  country  as  if  he  Avere 
a  criminal  lleeing  justice,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  wilderness  State 
of  Kentucky  to  escape  his  too  willing  debtors  I  He  has  left  many  de- 
scendants who  are  among  our  most  estimable  people. 

John  Jacob  Faesch  was  a  native  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  the  service  of  the  London  Company,  who  owned  extensive 
tracts  of  hvnd  at  Ringwood,  Long  Pond  and  Charlottenburg,  at  each  of 
which  places  they  erected  furnaces  and  forges.  These  w'cre  built  and 
for  a  time  managed  by  a  C4erman,  whose  name  was  Hasenclover,  who 
brought  over  a  number  of  Germans  and  among  them  ^Ir.  Faesch,  who 
for  a  time  assisted  and  then  superseded  him  about  ITGO.  His  successor, 
early  in  1772  and  po.s9ibly  in  1771,  was  another  remarkable  man,  Mr. 
Robert  Erskine,  of  Scotland,  a  large  number  of  whose'papers  have  been 
deposited  with  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  In  passing  it  may 
be  stated  that   Hasenclever  is  said  to   have  gone  to  Blount  Hope*  with 
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Faesch,  and  died  there.  It  has  been  currently  reported  that  he  left 
thirty  pounds  to  the  Kockaway  church,  on  condition  that  his  body 
should  be  buried  under  the  pulpit,  but  I  can  find  no  record  of  any  such 
money  having  been  paid  to  the  trustees,  nor  of  his  having  been  buried 
at  Rockaway,  although  I  supi^ose  from  the  statements  of  old  people,  that 
he  was  buried  there. 

The  London  Company,  as  it  was  called,  seems  not  to  have  been  very 
successfid  pecuniarily,  in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  It  could  only  make 
the  crude  iron  and  send  it  to  England,  all  rolling  and  slitting  mills  in 
America  being  2>rohibited  by  the  mother  country,  so  that  the  busi- 
ness was  conducted  to  the  worst  advantage.  To  cart  the  blooms  and 
pigs  thirty  miles  to  New  York,  and  then  ship  them  three  thousand 
miles,  for  conversion,  was  too  heavy  a  cost  for  profit. 

The  reputation  of  Mr.  Faesch  in  the  community  was  good,  both  as  a 
man  of  business  and  integrity.  That  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  confidence  in 
him,  in  either  respect,  is  evident  from  his  private  letters  and  from  the 
fixct  that  as  the  London  Company's  agent  he  sued  him  to  compel  him  to 
refund  property  alleged  to  he  retained  unlawfully  by  him.  In  his  letter 
to  Cortlandt  Skinner,  E^q.,  in  reference  to  "  the  liills  in  Chancery,  filed 
against  Mr.  Faesch,"  he  names  £400  as  the  sum  in  litigation.  In  his 
correspondence  with  his  employers,  in  1772  and  '73,  he  criticises  his 
predecessor  mercilessly  as  one  who  "without  the  consequence  your 
business  gives,  any  man  will  be  a  cipher;  if  he  lias  conducted  it  dis- 
honestly will  I)e  less  than  one.  *  *  *  '■"  I  cannot  say  I  have  observ- 
ed in  him,  or  any  of  his  works,  the  least  spark  of  genius.  *  *  "^  * 
It  is  a  criterion  of  genius  T  think,  to  be  communicative  from  inclination, 
of  which  Mr.  Faesch  is  the  reverse.'"  In  one  of  these  letters  he  says 
that  ''the  farmers  in  the  invirons  have  been  spoilt  by  Hasenclever."  The 
Scotchman  probably  underrated  the  German's  integrity,  but  as  to  his 
abilities  as  a  business  man  we  know  that  he  finally  came  to  bankruptcy, 
or  nearly  so,  although  the  Mount  Hope  estate  was  a  very  productive  one 
during  the  war,  through  government  contracts.  Faesch's  reputation,  in 
Morris  county,  as  a  man  of  honor  was  very  high,  and  liis  mistakes  at 
Ringwood  were  probably  nut  the  results  of  dishonesty  l>ut  such  as  any 
man  in  such  a  place  might  easily  and  without  blame  make. 

It  was  a  popular  and  widely  believed  tradition,  that  the  Englisii  gov- 
ernment, believing  that  the  Americans  were  mainly  dependent  on  the 
London   Company's    works  for  iron,  made  an  arrangement  with  that 
Company  to  destroy  them,  in  order  to  injure  the  Colonies  in  the  difficul 
ties  which  were  evidently  approaching.     It  is  very  possible  that  some 
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siichpropu-itioii  may  liiivo  buen  made,  but  tlieouly  eviilciiuc  I  can  liiul  at 
any  attempt  to  carry  it  out  is  in  the  clcstructiou  of  the  works  at  Charlot- 
tenburgh,  aud  the  fact,  stated  to  uic  by  some  old  men,  that  in  the  forests 
about  those  works,  tliey  have  often  seen  coal-pits  which  seem  to  have 
been  burned  down  many  years  before,  but  the  coal  was  not  used,  show- 
ing a  violent  suspension  of  business  at  some  time.  These  works  were 
destroyed  and  the  common  belief  is  that  it  was  done  by  direction  of  the 
Homo  Company.  Still  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  basis  of  the  rumor 
is  (juite  shadowy.  For  an  iron  mill  to  burn  up  is  not  very  extraordinary, 
certainly  not  so  extraordinary,  as  for  a  conspiracy  to  burn  several  mills 
to  have  escaped  the  notice  and  record  of  such  a  vigilant  manager  and 
patriot  as  ^Ir.  Erskine. 

And  here  let  me  indicate  a  few  meager  facts  about  Ringwood,  the 
headquarters  of  the  London  Company,  as  possibly  aiding  some  one  who 
may  attempt  to  write  its  history  as  it  deserves.  I  infer  from  records  at 
Trenton,  that  "  the  Ringwood  Company"  preceded  the  London  Com- 
pany. April  15,  1740,  Cornelius  Board  sells  to  Josiah  Ogden,  John 
Ogden,  Jr.,  David  Ogden,  Sen.,  David  Ogden,  Jr.  and  Usal  Ogden,  all 
of  Newark,  called  "  the  Ringwood  Company,"  sixteen  acres  of  land  at 
Ringwood  for  sixty-three  pounds.  February  1st,  17G-1,  Joseph  Board 
sells  to  Nicholas  Gouverneur  of  New  York  and  David  Ogden  Sen.,  six 
acres  and  a  half  for  six  pounds  ten  shillings.  The  same  day  Joseph 
Board  conveys  to  the  company  "  a  tract  of  land  scltuate  lying  and  being 
at  Ringwood,  near  the  Old  Forge  and  dwelling  house  of  Walter  Erwin." 
Tiie  tract  was  of  the  same  si/e  and  price  as  the  previous  one.  July  5th, 
17('4,  The  Ringwood  Company  sell  to  "  Peter  Hasenclavcr,  la  c  of  Lon- 
don, Meichant,"  for  £5,000,  all  the  company's  lands  at  Ringwood,  in 
Bergen— now  Passaic — County.  The  deed  states  that  on  the  property 
there  are  "  erected  and  standing  a  Furnace,  two  forges,  and  several 
dwelling  houses."  It  speaks  of  "Timothy  Ward's  forge,"  also  of  the 
"  Old  Forge  at  Ringwood."  The  deed  is  signed  by  David  Ogden,  Sen., 
David  Ogden,  Jr.,  Samuel  Gouverneur  and  Nicholas  Gouverneur.  John 
and  Uzal  Ogden  deed  their  share  to  Ilasenclever  on  the  same  day,  but  in 
a  separate  conveyance.  Ilasenclever  also  bought  land  in  vicinity  of 
Ringwood  of  Joseph  Wilcox  and  Walter  Erwin  the  same  year,  also  a 
tract  of  sixty-eight  acres  of  David  Ogden,  "  lying  in  the  mountains 
between  the  two  rivers,  Romapock  on  tin?  east  and  Wainpie  River  on  the 
west,  at  a  place  called  Rotten  Pond,  in  the  County  of  Bergen."  He  also 
bought  of  one  Delancy  and  others  10,000  acres,  three  miles  from  Ring- 
wood,  at  £30  per  100  acres.     October  28,   17G5,  Ilasenclever  bought 
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niiiety-ciglit  acres  and  also  some  other  lands  of  Lord  Stirling-.*  The 
extent  of  the  company's  estates  may  be  inferred  from  these  scanty  notes, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  date  of  the  London  Company's  organization 
may  be  fixed  as  in  176-1,  when  Peter  Ilasenclevcr,  their  agent,  began  tlic 
purchase  of  those  forges  and  tracts  of  land  at  Pompton,  Ringwood. 
Long  Pond  and  Charlottenburg,  all  in  Bergen  County  as  then  constituted. 
From  some  intimations  in  the  letters  of  Joseph  Hoff  at  the  Hiberuia 
Worlvs  witli  Lord  Stirling,  I  infer  that  the  company  chiimed  some  right 
in  the  mines  at  Ilibernia. 

Hasenclever  at  once  began  to  enlarge  the  old  works  and  build  new 
ones  at  each  of  the  places  just  named.  After  a  time,  as  already  stated, 
Mr.  Faesch  became  tiie  manager  in  place  of  Hasenclever,  who  probably 
was  not  equal  to  tlie  task  on  account  of  ill  heilth.  Almost  the  only 
knowledge  we  have  of  Faesch's  stewardship  at  ]\iiig\vood  and  its  de- 
pendencies, we  derive  from  his  successor,  Erskine.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  the  London  capitalists  had  grown  weary  of  fuinisliing  capital 
to  carry  on  works  wliich  were  unproductive  of  dividends,  and  for  that 
reason  scut  a  man  in  wliom  they  had  entire  confidence  to  look  after  their 
interests  and  manage  them  with  pleni2)otcntiary  powers.  What  he 
thought  of  Mr.  Faescli  is  intimated  in  his  letters,  as  already  cited,  but  to 
his  personal  friend  Ewing,  in  Scotland,  he  speaks  without  reserve,  but 
I  think  with  unnecessary  harshness.  Mr.  Faesch's  entire  subsequent 
career  refutes  the  charge,  to  which  there  is  only  one  fact  that  suggests 
the  unpleasant  suspicion  of  having  misappropriated  liis  .employer's  funds. 
I  refer  to  his  purchase  of  several  thousand  acres  at  Mt.  Hope,  immedi- 
ately after  leaving  Ringwood. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  copies  of  letters  of  Mr.  Robert  Ersl\ine,  in 
his  own  handwriting,  to  Mr.  Walter  Ewing  and  liis  "  very  dear  cousin 
Rev.  Mr.  Fisher."  Tlic  lirst  is  dated  March  17,  1773,  and  the  second 
March  18th,  and  both  written  at  New  York.  The  lirst  letter  contains 
some  items  of  interest  concerning  the  extent  of  the  London  Company's 
business  and  Mr.  Erskinc's  opinion  as  to  its  management  previous  to  his 
taking  chai'ge.  He  spealvs  of  its  being  "  two  wliole  years  and  upwards 
since  I  saw  tlicm" — certain  relatives  in  Scotland.  The  date  of  tliis  and 
the  following  letter  so  early  in  177o — March  17  — and  the  particular 
knowledge  sliown  of  the  company's  business,  makes  it  evident  that  he 
must  liave  reached  Ringwood  at  least  as  early  as  the  previous  year,  1773, 
if  not  in  1771.     Mr.  Erskine  continues,   "liur   kt  me  apologize  for  my 
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l)ai-liiil  !>iliiu-('  ;iii(l  leave  it  to  tliosc  c  Micernod  to  fiiul  an  excuse  for  tlieir 
total.  The  concerns  of  the  company  for  whom  I  am  engaged  arc  very 
great,  the  aini)unt  of  their  inventories  at  New  Year  in  iron,  goods,  cattle 
and  moveables  alone  v/as  upwards  of  .£30,000  currency  ;  the  annual  cir- 
culation of  cash  and  supplies  is  Ijctwccn  £20,0J0  and  £30,000.  Before  I 
came  here  this  ])ro2)erty  was  in  the  hands  of  a  set  of  rascals,  as  I  can 
now  fully  prove  ;  the  company  suft'ercd  impositions  from  all  quarters, 
many  of  which  I  have  put  a  stop  to,  hut  not  all.  I  have  rid  me  of  the 
greatest  part  of  tho.se  who  deserved  no  conlidence,  have  discovered  my 
predecessor  in  the  management  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  most  infamous 
breach  of  trust,  conlirmed  under  his  own  hand,  and  which  makes  it 
necessary  to  commence  a  suit  in  Chancery  against  liim.  The  bringing 
things  to  the  length  I  have  done  has  required  all  my  aildross.  Tlie 
afl^liirs  ot  my  em2)loyers  still  require  tlic  whole  of  my  attention.  I  am 
convinced  the  works  may  be  carried  on  to  j)rolU  were  all  those  concerned 
I'oriest.  I  have  eigiit  clerks,  about  as  many  overseers,  lorgemen,  found- 
ers, colliers,  wood  cutters,  cirtars  ml  hil)orers  to  the  amount  of  live  or 
six  hundred.  Tlie  care  of  this  ceiitcts  in  me,  besides  cash  accouats  of 
£1,000  or  £1,500  per  montli  rendered  montlily,  to  bring  such  an  under- 
taking into  a  proper  train  of  going  on,  is  certainly  not  a  small  task. 
This  is  my  apology." 

The  second  letter,  to  his  "  Ilev'd  and  very  dear  cousin,"  presents  the 
writer  in  another  jiliase  and  a  better  one,  and  at  the  same  time  famishes 
a  view  of  the  condition  of  society  among  the  mountains  as  related  to 
cliurch  privileges.  "  I  heard  of  tlie  loss  of  my  Dear  Cousin  Mrs.  Fisher 
(by  ]Mr.  Pajan's  son,  who  arrived  here  last  summer),  with  no  small  con- 
cern. The  God  whom  you  serve  has  no  doubt  supported  you  and  will 
cirry  you  through  tiiis  valley  of  rears  with  joy,  but  oil,  my  dear  cousin, 
I  beg  an  interest  in  your  prayer.-.  You  will  see  by  my  letter  of  apology 
to  >Ir.  Ewing  for  writing  so  seldom,  how  I  am  involved  in  the  cares  of 
tills  world.  Were  it  not  for  a  wicked  heart,  however,  the  business  I  am 
engaged  in  ought  rather  to  lead  me  to  God  than  make  me  forget  him, 
as  I  have  seen  much  of  his  Providence  since  I  came  here.  There  is  no 
place  of  worship  near  where  I  iive.  Some  German  clergymen  come  only 
about  Jive  or  six  times  a  year.  I  have  of  late,  however,  procured  suji- 
l)lies  from  tlie  Presbytery  here,  anil  havj  agreed  for  supplies  once  in  two 
months,  which  they  iiavc  piomised  to  appoint.  This  expense  I  defray, 
and  if  the  farmers  and  ueighbcnirs  join  in  subscription  we  may  have  a 
clergyman  once  a  month  or  oftener." 

How  extended  the  trust  of  Mr.  Erskine  was,  may  be  inferred  i'urthcr 
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from  tlic  fact  that  be  applied  to  the  general  Congress  after  the  war  be- 
gan, and  also  to  Gen.  Washington,  to  have  his  men  exempt  from  military 
duty  except  in  special  exigencies.  lie  had  a  company  of  his  own  men 
organized,  equii^ped  and  drilled,  and  ready  on  very  short  notice  to 
march.  Erskine  himself  was  for  a  time  the  Captain  of  the  company. 
He  was  in  the  American  service  as  Geographer  or  Topographer,  and 
there  arc  some  maps  still  in  existence  of  his  drafting.  The  papers  in  the 
possession  of  the  Historical  Society  show  that  he  was  a  very  ingenious 
draftsman  and  mathematician. 

The  difficulties  of  his  position  and  also  the  manner  of  his  meeting 
them  are  set  forth  in  his  letters  to  his  London  employers  during 
the  years  1774,  '5  and  '0.  They  also  present  the  state  of  affairs 
and  of  j^nblic  sentiment  at  that  time  as  seen  by  a  very  intelligent 
witness.  Thus  in  June,  1774,  he  says:  "I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
total  suspension  of  commerce  to  and  from  Great  Britain  will  certainly 
take  place.  Such  I  know  are  the  sentiments  of  those  who  even  wished 
a  chastisement  to  Boston.  If  in  want  of  friends  here,  it  will  be  difficult 
even  ^vith  microscopic  search  to  find  them.  Gracious  God  avert  the  con- 
sequences." June  17  he  writes  :  '•  The  Virginians,  who  are  the  soul  of 
America,  take  the  lead.  We  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  southward, 
but  from  what  has  appeared  hitherto,  the  whole  colonies  seem  to  look 
on  that  of  New  England  as  a  common  cause."  In  August  he  writes  : 
"  The  southern  colonies  as  they  are  more  warmly  situated,  so  they  seem 
more  warmly  to  ojjpose  the  present  measure  ;  the  Carolinians  exceed 
tliose  of  Virginia,  if  possible,  but  over  the  whole  continent  there  is  a 
feeling  and  sensibility  for  the  mother  country.  They  have  not  yet  for- 
got their  friends,  their  relations  and  their  benefactors.  These  will 
powerfully  plead  in  the  breasts  of  the  Congress,  and  I  hope  in  a  great 
degree  counterbalance  that  warmth  whicli  injuries,  real  or  imaginary, 
naturally  create.  What  is  concluded  on  then  may  be  the  dictates  of 
necessity  and  not  of  resentment,  and  therefore  I  think  a  non- exportation 
plan  will  be  a  dernier  resort  and  not  entered  into  at  present." 
•  In  October  177-1-  he  writes,  that  "  the  Oliverian  spirit  in  New  England 
is  effectually  roused  and  diffuses  over  the  whole  continent,  which, 
though  it  is  now  pent  up  within  l)ounds,  a  few  drops  of  blood  let  run 
would  make  it  break  out  in  torrents  which  40,000  men  could  not  stem, 
much  less  the  handfnll  Gen.  Gage  has,  whose  situation  is  far  from 
agreeable.  The  masons  and  carjjenters  who  began  to  build  barracks 
have  left  off  work.  Tradesmen  of  the  same  kind  have  been  engaged 
here — New  York — but  on  second  thoughts  have  refused  to  go.     Were 
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he  to  come  to  extremities  he  no  doubt  might  sacrifice  thousiuuls,  but  in 
the  end  would  be  cut  off.  I  don't  see,  therefore,  how  lie  can  procure 
comfortaljle  winter  quarters  without  either  abandoning  the  place  or, 
like  Hutchinson's  addresses,  publicly  recant.  The  rulers  at  home  have 
gone  too  far.  The  Boston  Port  bill  would  have  been  very  ditlicult  of 
digestion,  but  not  allowing  Charters  the  due  course  of  justice,  and  the 
Canada  bills,  are  emetics  which  cannot  possibly  be  swallowed  and  must 
I)e  thrown  up  again  to  the  bedaubing  of  the  administration,  who  seem 
to  have  utterly  forgot  that  they  had  the  same  spirit  to  contend  with  as 
at  home,  without  the  same  advantages  of  turning  it  into  a  different 
channel  by  bribery  and  corrui^tion.  I  have  never  disguised  my  thoughts 
to  you  on  any  subject  since  I  came  to  this  country.  You  will  therefore 
excuse  my  freedom  on  political  concerns." 

The  rhetoric  of  the  last  letter  was  more  forcible  than  elegant,  but  the 
writer  is  evidently  in  earnest  in  his  attempt  to  arrest  the  unwise  meas- 
ure, of  the  home  Government.  In  Octol)cr  1775  he  thus  writes:  "The 
communication  with  my  native  country  may  soon  be  cut  off.  The  pros- 
pect is  very  gloomy  and  awful.  (5od  in  his  providence  seems  to  have 
determined  the  fate  of  the  British  Empire,  which  is  likely  to  be  rent  in 
pieces.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  there  is  a  man  of  sense  on  this 
continent  who  desires  such  a  dipjunction  provided  they  arc  not  drove  to 
it  by  absolute  necessity,  but  if  forcible  measures  are  persisted  in  the  dire 
event  must  take  place,  which  may  God  in  his  mercy  yet  prevent."  In 
the  same  month  he  writes  again  :  "The  situation  of  this  country  and  my 
own  makes  me  truly  an.xious.  *  *  *  *  j  shall  add  that  the  gener- 
ality of  peojjle  at  home  are  totally  wrong  in  their  ideas  of  this  country 
and  its  inhabitants,  who  being  now  in  arms  must  by  ne.vt  spring  be 
looked  upon  as  equal  to  the  same  number  of  regular  troo^js,  not  only  to 
do  them  justice,  but  that  their  opponents  may  have  proper  ideas  of  the 
business  they  go  upon  if  the  enterprise  of  subduing  them  be  persisted 
in,  which,  however,  I  hope  in  God  will  not  be  the  case.  Perhaps  the 
petition  of  Congress  may  afford  a  proper  opening  for  a  negotiation. 
Should  that  be  rejected  as  the  last,  then  God  have  mercy  on  us  all.  All 
hope  of  reconciliation  will  be  cut  off.  That  sword  which  has  hitherto 
l)een  drawn  with  reluctance  will  then  be  whet  with  rage,  madness  and 
despair,  and  the  ports  thrown  open  to  all  nations  for  assistance  and 
trade,  which  it  is  impossiljle  for  the  British  Navy  totally  to  prevent. 
Gracious  Heaven  prevent  things  from  being  brought  to  this  pass,  or 
that  a  total  separation  should  take  place  between  friends  so  dear  I''  In 
the  same  letter  Mr.  Erskine  speaks  of  "  the  general  orders  of  Congress 
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for  all  the  colonists  to  be  arrayed  from  IG  to  50  years  of  age,"  and  of  some 
inconveniences  lie  is  suffering  at  the  Works  by  "  several  stout  fellows 
going  off  and  enlisting/'  "  It  will  be  moved  at  the  Congress  to  night 
for  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  wives, 
children  and  valuable  eftects.  God  knows,  therefore,  how  long  the  com- 
munication with  England  may  remain  open  and  when  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  hear  in  a  regular  way  again.'" 

May  3,  1775,  from  Xew  York,  Mr.  Erskine  writes :  "  The  people,  as  I 
have  said  before  in  private  letters,  are  sincerely  in  earnest  everywhere. 
I  have  even  been  applied  to  for  gunpowder  by  the  principal  people  of 
the  County  of  Bergen  in  the  Jerseys,  in  which  your  Iron  Works  are 
situated,  where  they,  who  till  now  hardly  thought  anything  of  the  mat- 
ter, are  forming  into  regular  disciplined  bodies  as  fast  as  possible,  which 
is  the  only  business  attended  to  at  present  anywhere.  Gen.  Gage  is  shut 
up  ujjon  salt  iDrovisions  in  Boston,  from  whence  it  is  allowed  he  could 
not  stir  ten  miles  had  he  10,000  men  ;  for  20,000  men  who  now  beyond 
doubt  can  fight,  are  entrenched  without  the  town,  and  30,000  more  were 
sent  home  again  as  superfluous  at  present.  But  I  leave  particulars  to 
the  newsjjapers,  and  am  sorry  the  times  have  furnished  a  subject  so 
foreign  to  my  former  correspondence.  The  present  subject  I  have 
adopted  from  the  general  voice  which  held  it  necessary  that  all  who 
corresponded  with  England  should  be  explicit  in  declaring  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country,  which  is  beyond  dispute  indissolubly  united  against 
the  British  Ministry  and  their  acts,  to  which  the  Americans  will  never 
subscribe  but  in  characters  of  blood  ;  nor  since  blood  has  been  shed  do 
I  believe  a  hearty  reconciliation  can  again  take  place  unless  Uood  seals 
the  contract."  A  week  afterward  he  writes  :  "  Nothing  nov/  is  attended 
to  but  arms  and  discipline.  Even  the  Quakers  of  Philadelphia  have 
taken  arms,  and  two  companies  of  that  persuasion  were  formed  last 
week.  *  *  *  The  seaport  towns  may  be  beaten  down  if  the  minis- 
try think  proper,  but  no  force  they  can  send  will  be  able  to  jjenetrate 
ten  miles  inland.  'Tis  i^erfectly  astonishing  they  have  carried  things  so 
for.  The  fishery  bill,  the  allegations  of  cowardice,  &c.,  have  exasperated 
the  whole  continent  to  the  last  degree,"  Again  of  the  10th  of  June,  he 
writes :  "  I  beg  leave  to  give  you  my  sentiments  respecting  an  accom- 
modation, which  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  ot  being  eft'ected  by  force 
of  arms,  soon  if  at  all,  for  the  universal  diligence  in  learning  and  ai)pli- 
cation  given  to  military  afl'airs  must  soon  convert  the  people  of  this 
continent  into  regular  troops.     *  *     They  have  their  eyes  about 

them  and  are  determined  to  be  IVee  or  die.     There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
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ever,  tlmt  a  hearty  reconciliation  would  immediatcli-  take  place  were 
they  put  on  the  same  footing  as  in  "63  and  tin-  right  of  taxation  given 
up,  for  independency  is  not  their  aim.  Such  a  wish  was  never  expressed 
or  hinted  at  cither  in  the  last  or  present  Congress." 

In  a  letter  May  23,  1775,  he  exclaims  :  ''  My  heart  bleeds  for  iny  native 
country. "  In  August  he  writes,  that  '-had  the  ministry  designed  to 
render  the  opposition  to  their  measures  as  eftectual  as  possible,  they 
could  not  have  hit  upon  a  better  method  than  the  steps  they  have  pur- 
sued." •'  Sept.  5.  The  people  are  in  general  longing  for  intelligence 
from  England,  Init  however  ardent  and  sincere  tlieir  desires  are  for  a 
happy  and  ;gnicable  reconciliation,  they  arc  in  general  prepared  and 
preparing  for  the  worst.''  Dec.  oth,  he  tells  his  employers  that  whatever 
takes  place  "  I  shall  continue  to  act  for  your  interests  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  your  property  as  well  as  I  can.''  Dec.  Gth,  he  is  in  great  trouble 
about  protested  bills  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  of  the  country,  and 
then  he  exclaims:  "  Oh!  my  country  1  to  what  art  thou  driving  '.  This 
gives  me  piquant  distress  indeed.  How  long  will  madness  and  infatua- 
tion continue?  Oh  God,  justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
thy  throne  ;  mercy  and  truth  shall  go  before  thy  face.  Excuse  me,  it  is 
neither  treason  nor  rebellion  to  wish  the  kings  of  the  earth  would  imi- 
tate the  Sovereign  of  the  Universe.  Civil  war,  subjects,  and  kindred 
Ijlood  shed,  and  for  what  ?  Because  the  Ministry  of  Britain  have  adopt- 
ed the  prejudices  and  resentments  of  a  Governor  and  his  petty  partisans 
of  one  of  the  provinces.  Heavens  1  what  a  figure  the  present  annals 
will  make  in  history  I  " 

In  a  communication  dated  December  3,  1775,  to  the  "  Colonel  and 
other  officers  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  Continental  Trooi)s  raising  in  the 
Jerseys,"'  Mr.  Erskine  gives  a  copy  of  his  own  commission,  which 
deserves  to  be  reported  in  full.  "  In  Provincial  Congress,  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  17  August,  1775.  This  Congress  being  informed  by  John  Fell, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Deputies  for  the  County  of  Bergen,  that  Robert  Erskine 
Esq.,  hath  at  his  own  expense  provided  arms  and  accoutred  an  inde- 
pendent company  of  Foot  ]\Iilitia  in  said  County,  do  highly  approve  of 
his  zeal  in  the  same,  and  do  order  that  he  be  commissioned  as  Captain 
of  said  company.  A  true  copy  from  the  ^linutes.  Wm.  Patcrson. 
Sec'y." 

This  commission  Erskine  copies  in  order  to  have  the  ollicers  of  the 
liattalion  rectify  the  irregular  proceedings  of  one  Yelas  Meade,  who  wa.^ 
enlisting  his  men  contrary  to  the  exemption  of  Congress;  such  enlist- 
ments seriously  interfering  with  the  business  ut  tin'  Work«.     He  says  his 
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comi^any  ''  consists  of  forgemen,  carpenters,  1>lacksmitlis  and  other 
hands,  whose  attendance  is  daily  required.  I  dare  say,  however,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  belonging  to  it  but  Avould  willingly  lend  his  aid  in 
a  case  of  extremity  when  every  consideration  must  give  way  j;o  the  sal- 
vation of  the  country."  He  further  says,  "  I  have  been  at  a  very  great 
expense  in  arms,  uniform  and  discipline,  and  he  closes  his  letter  "  with 
the  siucerest  wishes  of  success  to  the  friends  of  the  British  Constitution 
and  the  Liberties  of  America." 

On  the  10th  of  February,  177G,  he  wrote  to  his  London  employers, 
among  other  things,  that  *'  brave  Gen.  Montgomery  has  fallen  before 
Quebec,  and  makes  the  third  hero  who  has  expired  before  its  walls. 
We  have  some  extracts  from  the  English  papers  to  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber ;  it  makes  me  happy  to  see  their  complexion  a  little  more  favorable 
to  A  reconciliation.  But  shilly-shally  undetermined  procrastination  and 
insidious  maneuvers  will  not  do.  This  country  is  too  much  on  their 
guard,  too  well  prei^ared  and  too  much  exasperated  to  attend  to  any- 
thing but  plain  English.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  hope  to  disjoin 
them.  Unless  the  Ministry  treat  with  the  Congress  they  need  not 
attempt  treating  at  all,  for  were  any  colony  base  enough  to  break  the 
Union,  could  they  dare  do  it  ?  No.  Open  on  all  sides,  their  being 
attacked  on  their  skirts  and  sea-coasts  by  their  European  enemies  is  an 
happy  alternative  to  that  of  being  destroyed  from  all  quarters;  besides 
it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  deliberate  in  the  alternative,  after  engage- 
ments so  short,  in  a  quarrel  that  has  gone  so  far,  a  fact  so  obvious  that  I 
hope  all  scrupulous  punctilios  will  be  got  over  and  a  cessation  of  arms 
and  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  acts  take  place,  and  then  I  trust  Great 
Britain  will  regain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  this  country,  provided 
she  shows  a  hearty  and  speedy  disposition  to  do  them  justice."  Under 
the  same  date  he  encloses  his  "  cash  account  for  January,"  and  adds, 
"  this— the  profitable  running  of  the  Works — with  a  speedy  settlement 
of  the  present  disputes,  would  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  but 
speedy  the  settlement  must  be  if  it  all.  A  continuance  of  hostilities 
and  another  campaign  and  the  burning  a  few  more  defenceless  towns 
and  such  acts  of  wanton  mischief,  will  most  undoubtedly  make  the 
breach  irreparable." 

These  quotations  present  tlie  Ringwood  manager  in  a  light  that  re- 
flects credit  on  him  as  one  who  clearly  read  the  signs  of  the  limes  and 
interpreted  those  signs  honestly  to  his  British  employers.  It  is  very 
evident  that,  he  desired  the  Revolution  to  he  arrested  ])y  the  honest 
retraction    of  their  odious  measures  by  the  British  ministry,  and  the 
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fuithi'iil  cession  to  Ihc  American  colonies  of  the  rights  whicli  Ibey  Justly 
claimed.  Were  there  no  other  sources  of  information  than  these  letters, 
it  would  be  evident  that  their  writer  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  their  dispute  with  the  mother  country,  but  taken  with  other 
proofs,  they  present  Robert  Erskine  in  a  nol)le  attitude  in  the  struggle 
which  he  predicted  in  such  strong  language,  together  with  its  issue. 

lie  died  at  Riugwood,  and  his  grave  occupies  a  retired  spot  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  Riugwood  Furnace,  near  the 
road  leading  from  Ringwood  to  West  IMilforit.  There  are  only  two 
graves  at  this  place,  these  laying  side  by  side,  the  one  that  of  Robert 
Erskine  and  the  other  that  of  his  former  clerk,  Robert  Monteath.  Mr. 
Erskine's  monument  is  of  gray  marble,  is  supported  in  a  recumbent 
position  by  a  brick  wall  about  one  foot  high,  and  bears  the  following 
inscription  : 

"In  memory  of 

Robert  Erskine,  F,  R.  S. 

Geographer  and  Surveyor  General 

To  the  Array  of 

The  United  States ; 

Son  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Erskine, 

Late  Minister  at  Dunfermline 

In  Scotland. 

Born 

September  7th,  17.35. 

Died 

October  2d,  1780, 

Aged  45  years 

And  25  days.'' 

I  am  tempted  here  to  copy  an  autograph  letter  from  Margaret  Erskine, 

'■  the    loving   and   affectionate    mother"    of  Robert,  which    shows   the 

canny  Scotch  woman  not  too  prudent  aljout  "the  Lotry  tickets,  their 

being  a  few  that  gets  anything  that  way,"'  and  yet  who  says  "I  will  be 

glad  to  hear  if  you  get  anything  that  way,  and  what  you  payd  for  your 

ticket."'     It  is  evident  from  the  letter  that  lie  had  sought  a  Professorship 

at  Glasgow. 

"  Dear  Robie,  I  received  your"s  this  day  I  wrot  to  you  this  day  eight 
days  with  a  shipmasters  rccept  for  a  l)ox  to  you  with  some  linuings 
which  youl  have  got  by  this  time.  I  shall  Le  very  glad  that  I  am  in  a 
mistake  aliout  your  being  oblidged  to  be  present  as  a  caudedat  for  y° 
vacancy    at   Glesgnw    it  was  the  opcnean  of  your  Brother  and  many 
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others  that  you  should  lie  present  but  if  it  is  neadless  it  may  be  they 
may  cause  you  yet  for  to  be  sure  the  professerss  is  not  pleased  with  that 
Buchannan  but  it  is  like  as  y"  D  of  Argyl  is  hear  he  will  oblidge  them 
to  take  him  fit  or  unfit  if  it  serves  his  turn  I  think  you  have  got  a  sufRs- 
ceant  swack  of  his  Gress  as  I  hope  you  will  expect  no  ftivours  from  him 
it  would  be  a  great  mercy  if  you  could  think  of  doing  something  hear 
for  I  am  afrayd  you  will  get  some  olfers  to  go  to  Jeameky  Gebrealter 
or  some  of  the  colonys  abroad  which  would  Ije  very  desagcrable  to  mc. 
You  may  be  sure  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  you  hear  for  I  almost 
desper  of  ever  seeing  you  and  if  you  go  farther  abroad  it  will  certeanly 
be  the  case  I  hope  you  will  take  care  not  to  medle  with  Lotrytickets 
their  being  few  gets  anything  that  way  Garvok  give  out  100  pounds  ster 
for  tickets  and  they  came  out  all  blanks.  I  will  be  glad  to  hear  if  you 
get  anything  that  way  and  what  you  payed  for  your  ticket.  I  hope  it 
will  be  as  you  say  that  the  people  you  stay  with  are  religeuss  sober  folk 
but  I  thought  it  best  to  let  you  see  my  Brothers  letter  that  you  might 
be  on  your  gaircl — I  hope  the  Lord  himself  Avill  kecj)  his  hand  about 
you  and  keep  you  out  of  evel  comi^any  for  to  be  sure  their  are  many 
temtations  la  and  about  London  and  ailmost  in  every  place  I  am  Dear 
Bobie  your  loving  and  afi'ectnat 

Dunferm  (date  torn  off).  Mother  Margaret  Ersixe." 

As  already  said,  it  was  in  1773  that  Mr.  Faesch  was  superceded  in  the 
management  of  the  London  Comi)any's  Works  by  Mr.  Erskinc.  Pre 
vious  to  1770,  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  of  Morristown — his  widow  was 
Washington's  hostess  during  his  second  winter  in  Morristown — is  said 
to  have  purchased  some  2,000  acres  of  the  land  which  afterward  con- 
stituted a  considerable  part  of  the  large  tract  bought  by  Mr.  Faesch. 
Col.  Ford  Ijuilt  a  forge  some  three  miles  north  of  the  Mount  Hope  man- 
sion, then  known  as  Burnt  Meadow,  but  subsequently  Denmark.  Ho 
there  built  a  house  and  lived  a  year  or  two.  CoL  Ford  was  at  Denmark 
as  early  as  1708,  because  that  year  he  is  mentioned  in  the  Rockaway 
Trustee  book  as  occupying  "  Pue  No.  5  "  in  the  first  meeting  house. 
For  some  reason  he  was  dissatisfied  with  Denmark  as  a  residence,  and 
in  1770  built  the  stone  mansion  at  Mount  Hope.  This  is  still  standing, 
and  I  may  add  that  I  saw  a  pane  of  glass  in  one  of  its  windows  on 
which  was  tlie  diamond-cut  autograph  of  Samuel  Ogtlen,  of  Boonton, 
with  a  date  Avliich  I  have  forgotten.  This  relic  Avas  lost  on  repairs  being- 
made  on  the  house. 

In   1773  Mr.  Faesch  removed  to  I^It.  Jlope,'*^  and  the  late  Col.  Joseph 

*  I  have  not  seen  the  deed  for  lands  purchased  from  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  but' 
the  fact  is  known  that  he  bought  the  Mount  Hope  house  and  a  large  tract  of 
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.liickson,  ut'  Kockaway,  .says  that  Facscli  built  the  Mount  Hope  Fiuuacc 
in  that  year,  and  gradually  enlarged  his  purehases  until  he  was  said  to 
own  ten  thousand  acres,  the  most  of  which  was  wood  land.  He  became 
the  lessee  of  tbc  Ilibernia  Works  at  some  time  during  the  war  and  cast 
a  large  amount  of  shot  and  shell  for  the  (Jovernmeut.  Uen.  Washing- 
ton and  staft'  once  visited  him  at  Mount  Hope,  and  he  was  regarded  as 
a  thoroughly  loyal  man,  entering  into  the  war  ^rith  great  zeal.  It  is 
said  that  he  was  successful  in  his  business  as  an  iron  master  until,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  foreign  importations  broke  him  down.  After  the 
war  he  removed  to  Morristown  and  purchased  the  old  magazine  which 
stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Square.  This  he  converted  into  a 
dwelling  antl  occupied  it  until  his  wife  died,  Feb.  25,  1788.  After  this 
he  removed  to  Old  Boonton,  and  died  of  dropsy  ]May  2G,  1T09,  at  that 
place,  aged  70  years,  lie  was  buried  at  Morristown.  !Mr.  Faesch  was 
said  to  be  skeptical  in  his  religious  oinni()ns,  but  one  of  the  i)romptcst 
supporters  of  the  Rockaway  church,  giving  as  a  reason  for  the  apparent 
inconsistency,  that  "religion  was  a  very  good  thing  to  keep  the  lower 
classes  in  proper  subordination  I "'  His  autograph  may  be  seen  on  sev- 
eral subscription  i)apers  of  the  parish,  and  the  llourish  at  the  end  was 
in  form  like  a  pipe.  lie  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Brinkerhoff,  of  Par- 
sij^pany,  and  left  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  sous,  John  Jacob 
and  Richard,  never  married,  and  died  whilst  yet  young  men.  One  of 
the  daughters  died  about  1848.  She  was  not  married.  The  other 
married  a  Mr.  Wm.  II.  Robinson  and  had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom 
married  Robert  I.  Girard,  of  New  York,  and  died  about  18-18  or  '0, 
leaving  children,  and  the  other  was  living  in  California  in  1851.  Mr. 
Faesch  himself  married  for  liis  second  wife  a  widow  Lawrence,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Leonard,  her  mother  being  a  Kearney.*  There  were 
no  children  by  this  marriage. 

In  his  day  John  Jacob  Faesch  was  one  of  the  great  nun   of  Morris 
County,  regarded  as  its  greatest  iron-master,  one  of  its  richest  men  and 


land  with  it  that  year.  Sept.  13,  1772,  he  boui^ht  of  William  Bni-net  nnd  John 
Johnson  for  i:i,24(>  7s.  Od.  I'roclanuition,  a  tract  of  land  in  Pc(|uaniiock,  measur- 
ing 0,200  acres,  out  of  wliich  certain  tracts  are  reserved.  May  8, 1772,  lie  bought 
of  "  Abraliani  Ogdcn  a  tract  in  Mcndhani  Township  known  and  called  Jackson's 
Mine,  containing  ten  acrcg  for  110."  He  also  ixjught,  Nov.  G,  1772,  another 
tract  in  eanic  towusliip  of  four  42-100  acres  for  i;33  ISs.  Od.  And  Feb.  Ist,  177;>, 
lie  bought  of  Jacob  Ford,  Jr — "  lioth  of  Pcquaniiack  Township" — a  small  tract 
of  hum  "at  a  place  known  as  Mount  Hope,'"  for  t'5.  P'ast  Jersey  Records, 
Liber  G,  ;3  pp.  'JO,  2o7,  9,  and  200. 
*  Whitehead's  Amboy,  p.  02. 
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one  of  its  most  loyal  citizens.  Tlic  robbers  Moody  and  Claudius  Smith 
several  times  attempted  to  rob  Lis  house,  but  provided  with  arms  by  the 
Government  and  surrounded  with  his  own  men,  he  was  not  a  very  pleas- 
ant object  of  attack  by  the  bandits. 

As  mention  has  been  made  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  as  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  upper  part  of  Morris  County,  I  may  add  that  he 
was  the  sou  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Sen.,  and  that  after  his  sale  of  Mount 
Hope  to  Mr.  Faesch,  he  returned  to  Morristown.  He  held  a  commission 
in  the  American  army,  built  a  powder  mill  at  Morristown,  and  saw  some 
service,  but  shortly  after  Washington  led  his  army  into  winter  quarters, 
early  in  January,  1777,  Cob  Ford  died  of  pneumonia,  Jan.  11,  aged 
thirty-nine.  Eight  days  afterward — Jan.  19— his  father,  Col.  Jacob 
Ford,  Sen.,  died  of  fever,  aged  seventy-three  years.*  By  order  of  Gen. 
Washington,  the  son  was  honored  with  a  military  funeral.  His  descend- 
ants are  among  the  most  honored  citizens  of  the  County. 

Not  far  from  Mount  Hope  is  Hibernia,  at  the  head  of  the  "  Horse 
Pound  "  Valle}',  and  situated  between  two  steep  mountains  about  four 
miles  north  of  Rockaway.  At  one  time  no  little  interest  was  connected 
with  this  place  and  some  men  who  iigured  there.  The  land  was  taken 
up  and  the  works  built  earlier  than  either  at  Denmark  or  Mount  Hope. 
I  am  not  able  to  give  the  jirecise  date,  only  it  was  prior  to  October  28, 
17C5.t 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  1765  John  Johnson  had  iron  works  at 
"  Horse  Pound,"  as  Beach  Glen  was  then  called,  from  the  fact  that  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  valley  the  Indians,  and  perliaps  early  settlers,  had 


*  Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality,  29. 

+  At  this  time  Samuel  Ford  and  his  wife  Grace — daughter  of  Abraham  Kitchcl 
— for  the  sum  of  £265  los  4d,  sold  to  James  Anderson,  of  Newtown,  Sussex 
County,  "  one  equal  and  undivided  third  part  of  all  and  every  of  the  Respective 
Ave  following  lots  of  land  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  scituate  in  the  Township 
of  Pequanack,  in  the  Coimty  of  Morris  aforesaid,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
above  John  Johnson's  Iron  Works,  &c."  Lots  number  one,  two,  three  and 
four  contain  ten  acres  each,  strict  measure,  and  number  live  ten  acres  and  thirty- 
four  hundredths.  This  land  is  described  as  part  of  a  "  lott  of  laud  returned  to 
Col.  Jacob  Ford,  and  recorded  at  Perth  Amboy  iu  Book  S,  4  p.  350."  The  same 
conveyance  of  Ford  to  Anderson  speaks  of  "outhouses,  buildings,  barns,  Fur- 
naces, &c.,  mines  and  minerals,  ttc,"  as  incluUed  in  the  deed.  The  deed  is 
acknowledged  "before  me,  Joseph  Tuttlc,  Esq.,  ouc  of  the  Judges  of  llis 
Majesty's  infcrioi*  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held  at  Morristown,  July  9,  1760." 
On  the  same  day,  Oct.  2S,  1765,  Samuel  Ford  and  his  wife  Grace,  sold  to  Benja- 
min Cooper,  of  Newtown,  Sussex  County,  for  the  same  sum,  "  one  equal  and 
undivided  third  part  of  all  and  every  "  of  the  same  "  five  lotts  of  land  "  as  de- 
scribed in  the  conveyence  to  Andersou — East  Jersey  Records  Liber  D.  opp  43-6. 
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log  enclosure  made,  in  ■which  to  catch  the  horses  that  hail  been  run- 
ning -wild  over  the  mountains  during  the  summer.  The  names  of  Lord 
Stirling,  Benjamin  Cooper  and  Samuel  Ford,  are  connected  with  the 
original  building  and  ownership  of  the  Ilibernia  "Works.  The  history 
of  Lord  Stirling  is  fully  set  forth  in  a  volume  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Benjamin  Cooper  was  the  son  of  Judge  Daniel  Cooper,  and  in  17G8 
I  find  that  "Benjamin  Cooijer  &  Co."  held  "  pe\r  No.  G"  in  the  old 
Rockaway  meeting  hou.se.  Lord  Stirling  was  the  "  Company."  It  is 
said  that  Ford  and  Lord  Stirling  built  Ilibernia  Works.  The  former 
became  a  notorious  character,  and  as  a  part  of  his  villainous  career  was 
run  at  Ilibernia,  it  will  be  interesting  to  record  a  few  things  concerning 
him. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  in  his  paper  on  "The  Robbery  of  the  Treasury  in 
1768,"  describes  Ford  as  "  an  artful  rogue,  an  Englishman  by  birth  but 
married  and  having  relations  in  New  Jersey."  *  In  this  he  is  mistaken. 
In  the  census  of  New  Jersey,  taken  in  1771-2,  t  is  the  following  item  : 
"  "Widow  Elizabeth  Lindsley,  mother  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Axford,  in  Old  England,  came  to  Philadelphia  when  there 
was  but  one  house  in  it,  and  into  this  Province — New  Jersey — when 
she  was  but  one  and  a  half  years  old.  Deceased  April  21st,  1772,  aged 
91  years  and  one  month."  Samuel  Ford  was  the  grandson  of  this 
estimable  lady.  I  He  was  regarded  as  a  very  ingenious  man,  and  from 
Benjamin  Cooper's  confession,  and  Ford's  rejoinder,  I  infer  that  the 
business  of  counterfeiting  was  agitated  before  the  latter  sold  out  his 
Hibemia  interests  to  Anderson  and  Cooper,  in  170").  Mr.  "Whitehead 
intimates  that  Foid  went  to  Ireland  in  1709,  "  for  improvement  in  the 
profession,"  §  but  Rivingston's  New  York  Gazette  of  July  22d,  1773, 
says  that  "  Ford  went  to  Ireland  sLv  years  d'jo,  and  to  England  eighteen 
months  ago."  He  made  two  trips  across  the  ocean  in  the  pro.sccution 
of  his  business.     The  date  of  the  Ilibernia  "Works  I  suppo.se  was  to 


*  Proceedings  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  "V,  p.  63. 
t  Historical  Society  Library. 

X  His  father's  name  was  Samuel.  Ho  married  Grace,  the  daughter  of  Abraliani 
Kitchel,  of  Hanover,  and  sister  of  Aaron  the  Confjrcssniaii.  Her  crcaticraud- 
father  was  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  sen.,  of  Newark.  Her  niece  Mr*.  Kunice 
Piersoii,  of  Rocliaway,  who  lived  to  the  extraordinary  age  «)f  ninty-three  ycarw, 
once  told  me  that,  Sanmcl  Fordwas  a  handsome  man  but  "  he  was  a  uroat  prlcf 
to  his  friends." 

i»  Proceedinn;8  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  V,  5;i. 
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raise  the  means  to  make  the  voyage  in  ITGo.  He  was  back  in  17G6  and 
we  find  under  date  of  June  28,  17G6,  in  the  minutes  of  Privy  Council  of 
New  Jersey,  that  the  Governor  signed  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  "to 
the  Hon.  John  Stevens,  Esq.,  for  sending  an  express  into  this  Colony  to 
inform  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  sum  of  Jersey  bills  of  credit  being 
arrived  in  a  vessel  from  England."  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this 
was  the  fruit  of  Ford's  professional  visit  to  Ireland,  then  reputed  to 
furnish  the  most  skillful  counterfeiters  in  the  world.  "  Whilst  in  Ire- 
land he  married  an  interesting  young  Irish  girl,  with  whom  he  is  said 
to  have  received  some  money.  On  reaching  this  country  she  was  well- 
nigh  crazed  on  finding  that  Ford  had  a  wife  and  children.  This  was 
one  of  the  worst  acts  of  his  wicked  life."  * 

In  the  letter  which  Ford  wrote  to  Coojjcr,  after  his  own  escape  from 
the  Morris  Jail,  he  berates  Coo]:)er  for  his  "attrocious  falsehood"  in 
charging  on  him  the  rol:)bery  of  the  Treasury  at  Perth  Amboy,  and 
then  speaks  in  terms  of  virtuous  indignation  because  in  the  confession 
"  You  describe  me  as  being  the  chiefest  promoter  and  first  introducer  of 
the  money-making  aft'cur,"  as  he  pleasantly  denominates  counterfeiting. 
He  then  adds  this  sentence,  "  Did  you  not  in  the  time  of  our  distressed 
circumstances  at  tTie  furnace  [Hibernia]  first  move  such  a  scheme  to  me  ?" 
From  the  deed  of  two-thirds  of  the  Hibernia  property  in  1765,  it  is  fair 
to  infer  that  he  then  sold  out  all  his  interest  there,  and  in  connection 
with  his  own  letter,  just  quoted,  it  seems  to  me  clear  that  "  the  money- 
making  aft'air"  was  in  progress  as  early  as  that  time.  Farther  it  seems 
prol:)able  that  he  sold  his  property  in  order  to  go  to  Ireland  that  very 
fall  or  the  next  spring,  and  that  his  return  was  made  known  by  the 
arrival  in  June,  17GG,  of  a  ship  with  "  a  large  sum  of  counterfeit  Jersey 
bills  of  credit."  With  this  harmonises  the  fact,  that  in  17G7  he  was 
residing  in  New  York,  where  he  v.'as  arrested  "  on  a  charge  of  uttering 
false  New  Jersey  bills  of  credit."  t 

It  is  evident  that  after  his  return  from  Ireland  he  sought  a  more 
secluded  place  for  his  business,  and  found  it  in  a  swamp -island  on  the 
Hammock,  midway  between  Morristown  and  Hanover.  The  late 
Sheriff  Robertson,  of  Morris  county,  became  the  owner  of  the  house 
Ford  lived  ill,  on  the  Hammock,  and  in  repairing  it  found  some  of  his 
counterfiuting  tools  in  the  walls  wlierc  they  had  been  secreted  by  Ford, 


*  Dr.  Timothy  Kitchel  lieard  his  father  say  that  this  young  woman  was  after- 
ward married  to  an  Irishman,  and  lived  at  Whippany  many  years. 
f  Mr.  "Whitehead's  Paper,  Proceedings  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  V,  52. 
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many  years  Ijct'ore.  In  July,  17G8,  tliu  robbery  of  tlie  Treasury  took 
place,  and  Ford's  letter  to  Cooi)er  with  other  testimony  leave  the  strong 
susi)icion  that  he  was  the  planner  and  executor  of  that  crime.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  confessions  which  Cooper,  Haynes  and  Budd  made 
under  the  gallows,  all  pointing,  as  is  said,  to  Ford  as  the  Treasury 
robber,  but  there  is  no  direct  proof  of  the  charge,  and  Ford  himself 
denies  it. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  of  Sept.  20tli,  177^}.  we  lind  the  sulj- 
stance  of  Coo^jer's  confession.  "  He  confessed  himself  privy  to  the 
robbery  of  the  Treasury  at  Amboy,  and  that  he  received  £;300  of  the 
money;  that  it  was  concerted  by  Ford,  and  perpetrated  by  him  and 
three  soldiers  thou  f|uartered  there  ;  that  the  plan  was  first  to  attempt  to 
carry  olY  the  iron  chest,  and  if  that  failed,  next  to  take  the  key  from 
3[r.  Skinner's  bed  room,  and  to  kill  him  or  any  person  who  should 
discover  them,  and  that  afterwards  if  any  of  them  should  be  suspected 
or  convicted,  they  were  to  turn  King's  evidence  and  accuse  Mr.  Skinner 
as  being  an  accomplice  with  them.  AVhen  some  of  them  were  shocked 
at  this  proposal,  as  thereby  an  innocent  person  might  lose  his  life.  Ford 
rejilied,  "  '^'c,  d —  liim,  he  will  only  he  condemned,  he  Juts  friends  enough  to 
save  him  from  the  gallows.'''' ''  That  after  breaking  into  the  Treasurer's 
office,  adjoining  his  bed-room,  they  attempted  to  carry  oft"  the  chest,  but 
finding  it  difficult  set  it  down  again,  and  breaking  open  a  desk  in  the 
room  in  hopes  of  finding  money,  they  there  found  an  old  key  to  the 
money  chest,  which  was  rusty  and  thought  unfit  for  use  (the  key  then 
in  use  being  in  I^Ir.  Skinner's  l)ed  room)  ;  with  this  old  key  they  oiJcncd 
the  iron  chest,  and  thereby  the  lives  that  would  have  been  exposed  were 
probably  preserved.'"  I  copy  this  not  to  vouch  for  its  truth  but  as 
supplying  a  needed  document  in  tlii'i  singular  history.* 

The  emission  of  counterfeit  money  had  grown  into  an  alarming  evil, 
and  it  was  generally  believed  that  Samuel  Ford  was  the  leader  of  the 
gans:.  Accordingly,  on  the  IGth  of  July,  177:3,  he  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  at  Morristown.  During  the  night,  or  the  next  day  after  his 
arrest,  he  escaped,  "  'oeing  aided,"  as  Mr.  Whitehead  says,  "  by  his  con- 
federate. King — a  rival  veteran  in  villany."  This  John  King  was  proba- 
I)ly  "John  King,  late  under-Sherift"  of  Morris  county,"  and  thus  was 
able  to  aid  in  his  jail-breaking.  Moreover,  dcputy-Sherin'  King  was 
before  the  Privv  Council  in  Fcljruarv,  1711.     The   Slicriil",   Kinney,  was 


*  Mr.  "Whitehead's  paper,  already  referred  to,  gives  a  succinct  narrative  of  the 
principal  circumstances,  and  their  bcanng  upon  subsequent  events. 
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himself  indicted  for  allowiug  tlic  escape  of  so  dangerous  a  prisoner. 
Indeed  some  pretended  to  believe  that  Kinney,  and  others  higher  in 
society,  Avere  implicated  in  the  crime.  *  Certain  it  is  that  very  little 
care  was  taken  to  hold  the  rogue,  and  the  pursuit  of  him  Avas  not  very 
vigorous.  lie  first  lied  to  a  lonely'spot  on  the  mountain,  between  Mount 
Hope  and  Ilibcrnia,  and  staid  in  "  Sniultz'  Cabin,"  a  deserted  cabin  in 
an  old  colliery,  t  The  late  James  Kitchel,  of  Roekaway,  J  Avhen  four- 
teen years  old,  was  one  Sunday  at  the  Roekaway  meeting  house,  and 
saw  Sheriif  Kinney  arrest  Abraham  Kitchel  as  a  guide,  .for  his  posse,  to 
Ford's  hiding  place.  Greatly  excited,  the  boy  ran  home,  but  on  the 
way  stopped  to  tell  one  John  Hcrriman  the  occurrence.  He  says  that 
this  man  stript  off  his  coat  and  ran  straight  over  the  meadows  for 
Hibernia,  for  "  Sniultz'  Cabin."  Tlie  Sheriff  took  the  matter  leisurely, 
although  Mr.  Kitcliel,  his  guide,  said  to  him  publicly,  "  I  know  Avhere 
Ford  is  and  will  take  you  to  the  spot,  but  you  know  you  dare  not,  for 
your  own  sake,  arrest  him  I"  At  last,  at  a  leisurely  pace,  they  reached 
the  cabin,  and  sure  enough  Ford  was  gone.  "  There,  Sheriff,"  said 
Kitchel,  as  they  entered  the  cabin,  "is  where  Sam  Ford  has  been  secret- 
ed, and  you  would  rather  give  your  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  than  to 
find  him  here  now  /"  The  Privy  Council  regarded  Kinney  as  "  blame- 
able  for  negligence  in  his  office,  rcsi)ecting  the  escape  of  Ford.'"  He 
was  indicted  for  it,  and  the  Council  advised  the  CTOVcrnor  "  to  prosecute 
the  said  indictment  at  the  next  court."  § 

It  was  a  widely  prevalent  opinion  in  Morris  County,  as  has  been  stated, 
that  some  men  in  high  positions  were  interested  in  Ford's  "  money- 
making  business,"  which  he  pleasantly  calls  "  a  piece  of  engenuity." 
Four  men  were  convicted  in  Morris  County  and  one  in  Sussex  County, 
and  all  sentenced  to  be  hung :  Benjamin  Cooper,  of  Hibernia,  Dr.  Bern 
Budd,  Samuel  Haynes,  David  Reynolds  and  one  Ayers.  Reynolds  was 
a  common  man,  with  no  strong  social  connections,  but  Cooper,  Haynes 
and  Ayers  were  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Cooper's  own  father,  Daniel 
Cooper,  was  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  that  tiled  him.  Dr.  Budd 
was  a  physician  greatly  esteemed  in  the  County  for  his  social  position, 
and  also  for  his  reputed  skill  in  his  profession.     Indeed,  so  great  was  the 


*  When  the  Sheriff  sold  out  what  little  property  Ford  had  left,  even  to  a  tin 
cup  filled  with  milk  for  the  babe,  liis  sou  said  to  biui  "  I  have  scon  you  in  my 
father's  sliop." 

+  Statement  of  his  niece,  Mrs.  Eunice  Picrson. 

X  Mrs,  Picrson' s  brother. 

§  MS  minutes  of  Privy  Council. 


MOUniP   COUNTY,    NH^Y   JKHSKY.  43 

latter,  that  this  bad  business  and  his  havinpj  been  sentenced  to  death  in 
consequence  of  it,  did  not  prevent  his  retaining  his  practice.  One  of 
his  patients,  a  very  inquisitive  woman,  the  first  time  she  had  occasion 
for  his  services,  asked  him  very  naively  "  liow  he  kind  of  felt  when  lie 
came  so  near  being  hanged  ?  "  Dr.  Budd  died  of  putrid  fever  Dec.  14, 
1777,  aged  thirtj'-nine  years. '^  Of  the  four  Morris  County  convicts, 
Cooper,  Ilaynes  and  Cudd  Avcrc  reprieved  the  morning  of  the  day 
ai^pointcd  for  their  execution. t  The  suljstance  of  Cooper's  confession 
has  already  been  given,  and  the  minutes  of  Privy  Council  show  that  in 
a  trial  instituted  l)y  Lord  Stirling  against  Col.  Samuel  Ogden  and 
Samuel  Tuthill,  Esqs.,  for  unfair  dealing  in  the  taking  of  aflidavits  and 
confessions  "  in  the  County  of  Morris,  in  or  about  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  last — 1773 — relative  to  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
paper  bills  of  credit  of  this  province  and  the  Robbery  of  the  Treasury 
of  this  Province,"  Budd  and  Ilaynes  had  both  made  confessions,  for  the 
minutes  direct  that  "  Wm.  Dellart,  Esq.,  bring  with  him  the  affidavits 
of  Budd  andHaynes,  taken  after  they  were  released  from  Goal,  and  the 
original  paper  which  he— Dellart— received  from  Ilaynes'  wife."  These 
affidavits  I  have  not  seen,  nor  the  substance  of  them,  but  the  whole 
series  of  incidents,  taken  together,  looks  as  if  they  also  told  the  same 
story  as  Cooper  did,  charging  on  Ford  the  Amboy  robbery.  And  I  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  the  feeling  which  an  examination  of  all  the 
accessible  records  as  well  as  traditions  leave  on  my  mind,  that  whilst 
Samuel  Ford  was  a  very  great  villain,  he  was  acting  his  villainy  in  very 
respectable  company,  a  part  of  which  did  not  get  to  court  and  the  scaf- 
fold as  some  others  did.  Reynolds,  the  least  guilty  of  tlie  whole,  was 
hung,  having  been  arrested  on  the  testimony  of  a  brother  Irishman,  who 
after  the  execution  manifested  the  most  lively  grief. 

How  long  Ford  was  concealed  in  the  vicinity  of  llibernia  is  not 
known,  but  his  letter  to  Cooper  was  proved  by  Joseph  IVIorris,  his 
brother-in  law,  and  Jonathan  Ford,  his  brother,  September  8,  177;].  I 
have  carefully  examined  the  files  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  1773, 
and  also  Rivington's  New  York  Gazette,  and  am  surprised  to  find  how- 
dilatory  the  Sheriff  and  Governor  were  in  their  etlbrts  to  arrest  Ford. 
He  broke  jail  on  the  18th  of  July,  and  was  known  to  be  in  concealment 
not  far  away  during  the  entire  month  of  August,  and  perhaps  longer, 
yet  Sheriff  Kinney  does  not  get  his  olTor  of  reward  published    until 


♦Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality,  41. 

+  Minutes  Privy  Council  MS.    rroccedinir.'  N.  .1.  Hist.  Sor.  V.  p.  51. 
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August  5tli  in  the  Rivingtou ;  and  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  does  not 
get  the  Governor's  proclamation  until  December  1st.  It  is  not  until 
September  of  the  same  year  that  the  last  named  paper  begins  to  publish 
items  concerning  the  imrsuit  of  Ford,  and  then  we  have  items  in  the 
issues  of  September  22d,  39th,  October  20th,  December  1st  and  9th, 
1773,  and  January  2G,  1774. 

From  the  best  authority,  I  learn  that  Ford  made  his  way  to  what  was 
called  the  Green  Briar  Country,  among  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  where 
he  assumed  the  name  of  his  mother's  family,  Baldwin.  He  there  was  a 
silversmith,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  another  man.  During  a 
severe  illness  he  disclosed  his  real  history  to  his  partner's  wife,  who  so 
sympathized  with  him  that  after  his  recovery  and  the  death  of  her  own 
husband  she  married  him,  so  that  he  had  his  third  living  wife.  His 
oldest  son,  William  Ford,  and  Stephen  Halsey  (son  of  Ananias),  visited 
him  in  Virginia,  where  they  found  him  with  '•  a  great  property,"  a  new 
wife,  and  some  promising  young  Baldwins.  It  is  possible  that  this  dis- 
tinguished Jerseyman,  "  who  left  his  country  for  his  country's  good," 
may  be  the  ancestor  of  some  of  the  Virginia  Baldwins  who  have  figured 
in  public  life.  The  Jersey  visitors  asked  the  ncAV  wife  if  he  had  not 
deceived  her,  but  she  said  she  knew  all  his  past  history,  and  she  had  no 
fear  of  his  returning  to  New  Jersey.  They  described  Ford  as  a  "most 
melancholy  man."  He  professed  to  his  son  and  Mr.  Halsey  his  peni- 
tence, a  grace  that  led  to  a  religious  life,  which  must  have  been  some- 
Avhat  weak  in  its  nature,  as  it  did  not  lead  him  to  abandon  his  adulter- 
ous relations  and  do  justice  to  the  excellent  woman  in  New  Jersey, 
whom  he  left  to  sustain  her  family  without  a  farthing's  aid  from  him. 

Probably  about  the  time  of  Cooper's  arrest,  or  previous  to  it,  he  sold 
his  interest  at  Ilibcruia  to  Lord  Stirling,  who  was  already  a  joint  owner, 
and  his  arrest  was  at  Ilibernia  in  1773.  I  have  seen  no  deed  of  sale  by 
either  Cooper  or  Anderson,  but  can  only  say  that  Lord  Stirling  was 
rei^orted  to  ))e  the  sole  owner  of  the  works  when  he  rented  them  to  Mr. 
Faesch.  This  must  have  been  subsequent  to  July  10,  1778,  at  which 
date  I  find  a  letter  to  Lord  Stirling,  from  Charles  IIofT,  his  manager  at 
Ilibernia,  reporting  to  him  what  he  was  doing.  Joseph  Hotf,  the  son 
of  Charles  Hoff,  Sen.,  of  Hunterdon  County,  was  for  some  time  the 
manager  of  the  Hiljernia  Works.*     The  letters  of  which  I  have  copies 


*  I  have  copies  of  several  letters  from  him  to  Robert  Erskine,  Lord  Stirling, 
"Messrs.  Robt.  and  Jno.  Murray,"  Col.  Moylan,  Mm-ray,  Snmson  &  Co.,  and 
"  Col.  Knox,  at  Fort  Washiiiujton,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  "  also  some  from 
his  yomigcr  brotlicr,  Charles  Hoff,  who  at  liis  death  succeeded  him  in  the  man- 
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from  the  brothers  Joseph  and  Charles  Ilofl",  reach  IVum  May  17,1775, 
to  July  10,  1778.  From  these  we  learu  that  powder  was  scarce,  tliut 
"  the  weather  is  so  very  warm  (August  25,  1775)  that  if  I  do  not  have 
rum  for  the  people  I  fear  they  will  be  more  sickly;"  that,  June  :J0,  1775, 
"in  conversation  with  Lord  Stirling,  this  week  at  this  place,  he  told  me 
it  was  his  candid  opinion  that  every  kind  of  intercourse  between  New 
York  and  Jersey  would  be  immediately  cut  oil'  by  the  port  of  the  former 
being  shut ;"  that  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  177G  attempts  were  made 
to  cast  cannon  at  Ilibernia,  with  no  great  success,  although  "  last  night 
wc  made  a  tryal  at  casting  one  of  the  guns,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  we 
brought  the  furnace  too  low  and  it  missed  in  the  Breech,  all  the  rest  was 
sound  and  good  ; ''  that,  Sept.  2,  177G,  "  I  lament  much  Lord  Stirling's 
situation  at  present  y^  hope,  however,  he  may  be  exchangetl  for  some  per- 
sons of  equal  rank  in  our  custody  ;  the  dangerous  situation  of  property 
of  all  kinds  gives  me  sensible  concern,  for  you  in  particular  and  the 
province  in  general ;  I  hope,  however,  to  hear  more  favoral)le  accounts 
soon,  tho'  indeed  the  crisis  seems  to  be  arrived,  which  must  decide  the 
fate  of  New  York  one  way  or  the  other ;  happy  for  us  that  we  have  so 
secure  an  asylum  from  danger."  He  then  tells  his  correspondent  "  wc 
have  made  two  small  cannon,"  which  he  asks  to  have  tried.  He  writes 
to  Col.  Knox  for  help  "  to  support  the  business  and  complete  the  job." 
July  27,  1777,  Charles  Hoff,  who  succeeded  Joseph,  writes  to  Governor 
Livingston  that  "  we  are  now  boring  and  preparing  for  trial  four  or 
five  cannon  of  three  pounders,  and  are  of  opinion  that  they  will  prove 
good,  which  would  be  of  great  use  in  the  artillery.  We  made  last  year, 
for  the  i)uljlick  service,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of 
shot  of  diflercnt  kinds,  many  tons  of  which  are  here  still.  I  shall  even 
think  myself  hai)py  and  in  my  duty  to  my  country,  to  contribute  by 
every  means  in  my  power  in  opposing  that  lyrranical  spirit  which  is 
now  exhibited  in  the  British  nation,  and  shall  be  ready  to  obey  any 
commands  from  your  Excellency  for  that  end."  That  tlieir  rapacity  for 
iron  making  was  not  large,  is  evident  from  the  statement  of  the  mana- 
ger to  his  New  York  correspondents,  that  "  we  make  15  or  10  tons 
weekly,"  which  "pig-metal,  I  have  sold  some  for  CI 2,  some  for  .i;i5, 
some  for  £20  and  some  for  £'dO  per  ton."  The  IIoiVs  wanted  to  make 
cannon,  and  so  write  to  Col.  Knox,  saying,  "  wc  would  willingly  engage 


agemcnt.     The  original  book  is  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  T.  lloll',  ICsq.,  of 
Mount  Plexsant — V.  O.  address,  Dover,  N.  J. 
*  Then  11  prisoner  with  the  En'j-lish.     Sec  Collections  Hist.  Soc,  Vol.  II,  ]>.  W,. 
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to  make  a  quanuty  of  shot  of  anj'  kind  and  trj'  at  some  cannon — say  0 
or  9  pounders — &c.  We  are  persuaded  our  iron  will  answer  for  cannon, 
as  we  have  proved  the  first  we  made  to  be  good."  Charles  Hoflf,  in  1778, 
says  the  Government  gave  exemption  to  twenty-five  men  for  the  Hiber- 
nia  Works,  which  caused  an  abundance  of  candidates  for  the  i^laces. 
The  same  year  (July  4,  1778),  Mr,  HofF  wrote  a  card  on  the  subject  of 
"  a  good  many  deserters,  both  of  the  British  troops  and  Hessians,  who 
are  come  in  and  sent  to  Philadelphia."  lie  seeks  to  engage  some  of 
these  for  catting  wood,  making  charcoal,  doing  work  as  mechanics,  and 
other  employments.  His  brother,  John  Hoff,  was  sent  to  Philadelphia, 
with  particular  instructions  as  to  kind,  numbers  and  pay.  He  did  not 
succeed  in  the  plan.  Mr.  Faescli  cmjiloyed  several  Hessians  at  Mount 
HojDc,  most  of  whom  remained  in  tliis  country  after  the  war.''' 

It  will  be  seen  that  Hibernia  and  Mount  Hope  both  have  claims  on 
our  interest,  in  discussing  the  early  history  of  Morris  County. 

Let  me  before  closing  this  paper  gather  up  a  few  dates  and  facts  con- 
cerning other  parts  of  the  county.  From  a.  manuscript  ''history  of  the 
Congregatioaal  church,"  t  I  learn  that  "  the  tract  of  land  now  consti- 
tuting the  township  of  Chester,  was  surveyed  and  run  into  lots  in  1713 
and  1714,  and  began  soon  after  to  be  settled  with  emigrants  from  South- 
hold,  L.  I.,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  Congregational  church 
planted  there  by  their  fathers,  and  were  by  conviction  and  profession 
attached  to  its  doctrines  and  customs.  It  was  in  their  hearts  to  do  as 
their  fathers  had  done,  plant  a  church  of  the  same  ftiith  and  form  of 
government  as  that  in  which  they  had  been  baptised  and  to  which  they 
owed  so  much.  Having  settled  from  one  to  three  miles  apart,  in  a 
country  to  be  cleared  of  heavy  timber,  with  their  ^jrivate  buildings  to 
erect,  roads,  bridges  and  fences  to  make,  and  families  to  su^jport,  it  is 
wonderful  that  they,  as  early  as  1747,  should  have  been  able  to  erect  a 
commodious  house  ot    worship  with  pews  and   galleries  to   seat  an 


*  Among  the  incidents  of  tlie  war  was  the  robbery  of  Cliarlcs  Hoff's  bouse  and 
Btables,  by  a  gang  of  fellows  from  the  neighborhood  of  Ramapo,  led,  as  was  said, 
by  the  notorious  Claudius  Smith.  They  came  suddenly  into  the  house  in  the 
early  evening,  compelled  the  family  to  get  supper  for  them,  stole  what  jewelry, 
plate,  fine  goods  and  horses  they  could,  and  made  off  for  the  mountains  again 
with  their  plunder.  In  1790  Capt.  Joseph  Board,  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ringwood,  wrote  Mr.  Hoff  concerning  some  of  the  miscreants  who  came  to  a 
bad  end.  Smith  and  his  party  shot  down  one  Lieut.  Clark,  who  had  been  their 
pursuer,  but  the  murderers  were  themselves  overtaken  in  their  hiding  place  and 
all  shot. 

+  Compiled  by  Rev.  Abncr  Morse. 
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audiouce  of  -100.  This  houso  stood  about  six  rods  west  of  the  i)rescijt 
meeting  liousc."' 

The  Preslnterian  church,  at  Chester,  was  organized  in  ll'r^,  and  be- 
gan its  meeting  house  about  IT.lo. 

A  manuscript  account  of  "  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  cliurch  of 
German  Vallc}',  Morris  county,  New  Jcricj',"  has  tliis  record  :  '■  Tliis 
part  of  our  county  appears  to  have  been  settled  in  part  by  Protestant 
Germans,  some  time  about  tlie  year  174(1.  Tliis  settlement  of 
Germans,  together  with  others  in  Hunterdon  and  Sussex  counties, 
was  visited  as  early  as  the  year  1745,  by  tlie  IJev.  II,  M.  Muhlen- 
bcrgh,  D.D.,  so  justly  distinguished  for  his  learning,  piety  and  patriot- 
ism. JVith  liis  name,  and  the  names  of  his  sons,  the  early  liistory  of 
these  German  settlements,  as  well  as  the  liistory  of  the  entire  American 
Lutheran  church,  is  richly  interwoven.  The  Lutheran  church,  of  Ger- 
man Valley,  was  originally  incorporated  with  Lutheran  churches  in  tlie 
above  named  counties,  the  iJi'incipal  one  of  which  was  located  at  New 
Germantown,  Hunterdon  county.  The  more  distinct  history  of  these 
churches  commenced  with  the  year  17G7,  at  which  time,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Rev.  U.  Muhlenbei^h,  those  churches  obtained  a  charter 
of  incorporation  from  George  III,  King  of  Great  Britain,  executed  by 
William  Franklin,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Jersey,  "  at  his  ofHco  in  Burlington.''  The  first  church  built  at 
German  Valley  was  a  log  house  of  very  rude  construction,  which,  in 
1775,  gave  jilace  to  the  Union  church  owned  by  the  Presley tcrians  and 
Lutherans."  * 

In  the  north-eastern  p;irt  of  the  county  settlements  were  made  very 
early.  Dr.  Schenck,  for  several  years  the  pastor  of  the  Keforuied 
church,  at  Pompton  Plains,  says  tliat  the  first  settlements  in  that  region 
were  made  on  tlie  cast  side  of  the  Pompton  river,  in  what  is  now 
Passaic  county.  'At  the  o])cning  of  the  year  1700,  it  is  probable  there 
were  but  five  or  six  white  families  in  this  valley — that  is,  on  the  east 
side — and  probably  none  on  the  plain,  or  west  side  of  the  river.  The 
first  families  came  from  New  York,  and  were,  some  of  them  at  least, 
members  of  the  Dutcli  church,  or  their  fathers  were.  A  i'i^w  families 
also  settled,  in  1700,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ponds.  The  earliest  notice 
we  have  of  preaching,  in  this  region  of  country,  v.as  at  the  Ponds,  in 
1710.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1735-G,  anil  dedicated 
April  7th,  1730.     This  was  also  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  Pompton  river, 

-•  MS  sketch  of  German  Valley  Lutheran  cliurcli,  by  Key.  E.  D. 
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a  little  below  wiieve  what  was  then  called  the  Pompton  river  empties 
into  the  Pequanac,  and  on  lauds  formerly  belonging  to  the  Schuyler 
family.  It  was  iDrobably  taken  down  in  1770."  The  first  church 
erection  at  Pompton  Plains  was  planned  in  17G9,  and  finished,  so  as  to 
be  used,  in  1771.  Its  pews  were  not  made  until  afterwards.*  Dr. 
Schenck  says,  the  first  purchase  of  lands  in  the  Pompton  valley,  from 
Indians  and  proprietors,  included  the  great  body  of  the  land  in  the 
valley.  If  some  lover  of  local  history  "would  spend  a  few  days  among 
the  Ryerson,  and  other  old  families,  of  Pompton,  Ringwood,  and 
Bloomingdale,  in  the  examination  of  deeds,  and  compare  these  with 
tlie  Records  at  Amboy  and  Trenton,  the  date  of  settlement  in  that 
region  could  probably  be  settled,  since  these  families  are  said  to  have 
been  among  the  first  in  that  region,  and  their  descendants  still  live  there. 
The  7iame  of  the  county  and  its  shiretown  has  elicited  some  inquiry. 
A  few  paragraphs  concerning  the  genealogy  and  name  of  the  county, 
will  close  this  paper.  In  1709  the  Provincial  Legislature  passed  an  act, 
defining  and  naming  several  counties.  The  county  of  Burlington,  then 
included  all  the  present  counties  of  Hunterdon,  Mercer,  Morris,  Sussex 
and  Warreu.  In  1713  the  same  autho'rity  divided  Burlington  county 
so  as  to  set  oft'  by  itself  the  county  of  Hunterdon,  in  honor  of  Robert 
Hunter,  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Hunterdon  then 
included  the  present  counties  of  Hunterdon,  Mercer,  Morris,  Warren 
and  Sussex.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1708-9,  the  Provincial  Legislature 
2)assed  an  act  which  set  oft'  from  Hunterdon,  the  territory  included  in 
Morris,  Sussex  and  Warren,  and  named  it  Morris^  evidently  in  honor  of 
its  Governor,  Lewis  jMorris,  who  aljout  a  month  previous  had  been 
appointed  the  first  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  as  a  Province  distinct  from 
New  York,  f  For  several  years,  according  to  Alliuson,  the  most  of  the 
citizens  of  Morris  county  must  have  been  practically  disfranchised, 
since  it  appears  that  until  the  passage  of  an  act,  May  10th,  1708,  and 
confirmed  by  the  King,  in  Council,  December  9th,  1770,  they  voted  in 
Hunterdon,  as  formerly  ;  being  allowed  "  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
shall  be,  to  appear  at  IVenten,  or  dsew/iere  in  said  county  of  Hunterdon, 
and  there  to  vote  and  hell)  to  elect  and  choose  Representatives  for  the 
said  county  of  Hunterdon,  after  the  same  maimer  as  formerly  ]:iefore  the 
making  of  this  act.''  X 

*  Copy  of  Dr.  Schcuck's  Paper  in  Mhnites  of  Pompton  Plain  Cburcb. 

t  Papers  of  Governor  L.  Morris,  39. 

X  AUinson's  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  109,  30G-7. 
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As  to  the  early  setllement  of  Morr'ntuaii  my  information  is  quite 
meager,  although  I  have  giveu  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  search  for  it, 
and  must  now  hand  it  over  to  the  local  historian.  A  single  record  at 
Trenton  shows  that  surveys  hud  been  made  in  Morris  township,  about 
the  time  of  the  surveys  in  Mondham,  Chester,  Randolph  and  Hanover 
townshiiJs.  The  first  purchase  on  the  west  side  of  Pompton  river,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Schenck,  was  made  about  the  year  1700;  those  in 
Meudham,  Chester,  Randolph,  in  1713-11;  on  the  27th  of  November, 
1758,  Frederick  Miller  bought  land  in  Rockaway  valley,  above  Booaton, 
of  "  William  Allen  and  Edward  Shippen,  executor  of  rinmphrey 
Murray  deceased,  of  Philadelphia,"'  which  land  belonged  to  a  tract 
surveyed  unto  James  BoUcn,  for  Legatees  of  George  Hutchinson, 
deceased,  containing  1666  acres.  ='' 

As  late  as  1738  the  name  of  Morristown  was  West  Hanover,  as  is 
evident  from  the  record  made  by  the  Rev.  Gilljcrt  Tcnncnt,  of  his  visit 
in  July,  of  that  year,  to  "  West  Hanover.''  I  suppose  it  must  have  been 
a  question  agitated  among  the  people  soon  after  the  county  of  Morris 
was  set  oft'  from  Hunterdon,  whether  the  county  town  should  not 
receive  the  name  of  the  Governor  also ;  but  the  first  official  use  of  it, 
that  I  have  discovered,  is  two  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
county.  The  following  record  in  the  first  volume  of  minutes  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  Morris  county,  is  an  important  addition 
to  the  history  of  the  county  and  is  given  entire. 

"MARCu35th,  MDCCXL. 
Gener.vl  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 

"  The  Court  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  dividing  the 
county  of  Morris  into  Proper  Townships  or  Districts,  for  having  proper 
officers  within  every  such  Township  or  District,  and  more  especially  for 
such  officers  as  are  to  act  in  concert  with  other  Townships,  we  therefore 
order  and  Determine  that  from  henceforth  a  certain  Township,  bounded 
on  Pissaic  river,  Poquauock  river,  to  the  lower  end  of  the  great  pond  at 


*  This  warrant  bears  date,  March  14th,  1714-15.  This  tract  is  sakl  hi  the  deed 
to  be  surveyed  to  the  said  James  Bollen,  for  the  legatees  of  Hutchinson,  dcc'd, 
"  for  liis  Lot,  of  No.  21,  within  the  New  Purchase  made  of  the  Indians,  above 
the  f.ills  of  the  Delaware  river,"  and  it  is  said  to  liave  been  "  surveyed  unto  the 
said  James  Bollen,  in  three  several  pieces,  and  near  a  place  called  "SVippanuni:,  in 
the  coanty  of  Hunterdon,  in  the  month  of  May,  171",.  (E.  Jei-sey  Records  Liber 
F.  3.)  On  the  1st  of  June,  170;»,  "the  Kii^ht  Honorable  William,  Earlo  of 
Stirlintr,  and  Lady  Sarah,  Countess  of  Stirlin-r,"  for  the  sum  of  .i;3,W3,  sell  to 
Col.  Stauts  Lon.i;  Morris,  of  New  York,  007  37-100  acres  in  Un^'Joimxhip  and 
coitnly  of  .Vurris,  which  tract  is  said  in  the  deed  to  have  been  orlRinally  sur- 
veyed in  1715.  (E.  Jersey  Records,  Liber  F.  3,  p.  28.) 
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the  head  thereof,  and  by  Ilockaway  river  and  the  west  branch  thereof, 
to  the  head  thereof,  and  thence  cross  to  the  lower  end  of  said  pond, 
and  shall  henceforth  l^e  called  Poquanock  Towushi]),  District  or  Precinct. 

"And  that  a  certain  road  from  the  Bridge,  by  John  Days,  np  to  the 
Place  where  the  same  road  passes  between  Benjamin  and  Abraham. 
Pierson's,  and  thence  up  the  same  road  to  the  corner  of  Samuel  Ford's 
fence,  thence  leaving  Biimuel  Ford  to  the  right  hand,  thence  running  up 
to  the  road  that  leads  from  the  Old  Iron  Works  towards  Succasunning, 
and  crossing  Whippenung  Bridge,  and  from  thence  to  Succasunning, 
and  from  thence  to  the  great  pond  on  the  head  of  Musconecung,  do 
part  the  Township  of  Hanover  from  the  Township  of  Morris,  which  part 
of  the  county  of  Morris,  Lying,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward of  said  roads,  lines,  and  places,  is  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  and 
remain  a  Township,  District  or  Precinct  and  to  be  called  and  distinguislied 
hi/  the  name  of  Morris  Toirn. 

"  The  court  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  evening.''* 

It  seems  probable  that  the  court  acted  thus  in  view  of  jDetitious  from 
the  people,  but,  however  that  may  be,  this  settles  detiuitely  the  name 
of  the  town  and,  as  I  think,  disposes  of  a  suggestion  of  a  different 
origin  for  the  name  made  by  myself  on  a  previous  occasion.! 

It  is  worth  while  here  to  state  that  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Morristown,  was  actually  organized  the  same  year  with  the  county  of 
Morris,  1738,  although  its  organization  was  attempted  three  years 
previous,  but  as  is  stated,  in  a  deed  made  by  the  trustees  of  that  church 
to  the  Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  county,  September  7th,  1771, 
"  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  A.D.  175G,  his  late  Excellency  Jonathan 
Belcher,  Esq.,  Captain-General,  Governor  and  Commander  in-Chief  in, 
and  over,  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  &c.,  did  make  and  grant,  under 
the  great  seal  of  said  Province,  unto  Benjamin  Hathaway,  Charles 
Howell,  Henry  Primrose,  Benjamin  Bayles,  Thomas  Kent,  Benjamin 
Co-v  and  Samuel  Roberts  (by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Presbyterian 
church  of  Morristown),  a  Charter,  investing  them  and  their  successors 
with  fidl  powers  to  receive,  and  give  grants  of  lands  for  the  use  and 
bcnellt  of  said  Presbyterian  church,  &c."  The  object  of  this  condition- 
al conveyance,  in  1771,  was  to  furnish  tlie  Justices  and  Freeholders  of 
the  county  with  right  to   "  a  certain  Lot  of  land,  commonly  called  the 

■•'■  Minutes  of  Court  of  Common  Picas,  for  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  Book  No.  1, 
p.  2.  In  July,  of  same  year  Jobu  Kinney,  was  xM'Oclaimccl  SlicrifF,  and  licensed 
to  keep  tavern  in  Hanover. 

t  Pros.  Quar.  Rev.,  vols.  VI,  289,  April,  18CS. 
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Gully,"  "containing  one  acre,  strict  nicasure,"  "lor  the  sole  use  and 
purposes  of  a  C-'ourt  House,  Gaol,  and  other  necessary  use^,  I'or  the  Court 
House,  Gaol,  &c.,  as  long  as  the  said  Court  House  shall  remain  on  said 
lot,  or  the  said  County  applies  the  same  to  those  purposes  only,  and  no 
longer."  The  consideration  was  "  the  sum  of  t'f),  current  money  of  the 
Province  aforesaid,  at  eight  shillings  the  ounce,  to  them  in  hand  paid, 
cVc.,  and  also  that  said  Justices  and  Freeholders,  do  constantly  and  con- 
tinually keep  full  and  in  passable  repair,  that  part  of  the  hereafter 
mentioned  lot  of  land  commonly  called  the  Gully."  The  names  of  the 
church  Trustees  in  Sept.,  1771,  were  Henry  Primrose,  Benjamin  Bayles, 
Benjamin  Cox,  Samuel  Roberts,  Joseph  Stiles,  Samuel  Tuthill,  Stephen 
Conkling.     The  name  of  Benjamin  Bayles  is  signed  with  "  his  mark." 

The  Justices  and  Freeholders,  of  Morris  county,  at  the  same  date, 
were  K()l)ert  Gould,  Lemuel  Bowers  and  Josiah  Broadwell,  Esquires, 
Justices ;  and  Freeholders,  Matthew  Lum,  Matthias  Burnet,  Noah 
Beach,  Jacob  Gould,  Jacob  Ford,  jr.,  Hartzhorne  Fit/.  Randolph,  Jacob 
Drake,  Jabcsh  Bell  and  John  Stark.  The  subscribing  witnesses  to 
the  dead  were  Timothy  Mills,  jr.,  and  Joseph  King,  and  it  was  ac- 
knowledged before  Jacob  Ford,  sen.*  The  court  house  and  jail 
were  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  square.  On  the  Ist  of  April, 
1816,  the  Trustees  of  the  church,  for  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred 
dollars,  made  over  their  reserved  rights  in  what  is  now  the  i)ublic 
square,  to  certain  gentlemen  named,  on  certain  conditions  that  the 
ground  might  be  ornamented  and  improved,  but  not  built  on  "  e.v- 
cept  for  a  meeting  house,  a  court  bouse  and  jail,  and  a  market 
house  :"  and  if  "  at  any  time  thereafter  the  county  of  ]SIorris  should 
cease  to  use  the  land  now  occupied  for  the  court  house  and  lot,  lor  that 
purpose,  the  same  should  be  considered  a  part  of  the  green  or  common, 
subject  to  the  conditions  aforesaid." 

This  paper,  already  too  long,  must  be  concluded.  I  regret  that  it 
cannot  be  made  fuller  and  more  explicit.  The  older  members  of  the 
Society,  who  may  have  tried  their  hand  at  writing  local  history,  will 
appreciate  my  dilliculties,  and  the  young  numbers  will  do  so  as  soon  as 
they  attempt  the  same  thing  for  any  locality  cast  of  the  Delaware,  or 
west  of  the  Hudson. 

*  I  rcRrct  not  to  be  able  to  give  my  authority  for  these  facts.  By  some  mis- 
lake,  at  the  time  I  made  the  quotations,  I  ni-gloctctl  to  note  tlie  reference,  but 
from  the  fact  that  these  deeds,  alluded  to,  arc  anioni?  notes  which  were  taken 
when  examining  the  East  Jersey  Kccurds,  at  Trenton,  I  infer  tliat  I  fmind  these 
also  in  Liber  F.,  3,  East  Jersey  Records,  but  am  not  sun-.  I  ;mi  t  "v  fir  fmiu 
Trenton  to  verify  my  inference. 
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Let  me  then  sum  up  the  facts  ascertained  with  more  or  less  certaintj'. 

The  earliest  purchases  of  lands  in  the  County  of  Morris,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  were  in  Pequannock  Township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pompton 
Plains,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  the  Proprietors  and  Indians,  as 
early  as  "  the  opening  of  .1700,"  when  there  "  were  five  or  six  families  " 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  first  settlers  were  from  New  York, 
Long  Island,  and  probably  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey,  as  then  consti- 
tuted. 

The  church  there  dates  back  to  1735  or  'G. 

The  next  proballe  date  is  that  at  Hanover,  near  Whi^^pany  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  at  the  Old  Iron  Works,  aiid  is  "  about  1710."  The  earliest 
actual  date  is  the  deed  to  James  Bollen,  *'  near  a  place  called  Whippenung, 
in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  in  the  month  of  May,  1715."  The  same 
year  we  find  a  tract  surveyed  in  the  town  and  County  of  Morris.  In  1718 
John  Ptichards,  schoolmaster,  deeded  to  his  neighbors,  for  use  of  a 
church,  school  house,  training  ground,  burying  yard,  &c.,  the  ground 
now  occupied  for  the  cemetery  at  Whippany.  This  defines  the  date  of 
Hanover  Church  as  1718. 

The  earliest  surveys  and  purchases  at  Mendham,  Chester,  Randoljih 
and  Mill  Brook  (near  Dover),  were  made  in  1713.  The  great  Dickerson 
Mine  was  purchased  in  1716.  Iron  Works  were  built  at  Whippany 
"  about  1710,"  and  a  forge  near  Dover  in  1722.  This  defines  the  begin- 
ning of  things  at  Dover. 

About  1725  or  '30  settlements  began  at  Rockaway,  and  forges  were 
built  on  different  streams  at  Rockaway,  Denmark,  Middle  Forge,  Ninkee, 
Shaungum,  Franklin  and  other  places,  from  the  year  1725  to  1770. 

Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  built  Mount  Hope  in  1770,  and  sold  to  Mr. 
Faescli  in  1772,  in  which  year  the  furnace  was  built  by  the  latter. 

The  "  Ringwood  Corajmny  "  organized  in  1740,  and  sold  out  to  the 
"  London  Company  "  in  17G4.  Hasenclever  was  the  first  manager  of 
the  London  Company,  then  Faesch,  and  then  -Robert  Erskine.  The 
lands  of  tJiis  company  are  said  to  have  been  confiscated  during  the 
Revolution. 

German  Valley  was  settled  by  Germans  about  1740,  visited  by  Dr. 
Muhlenberg  in  1745,  and  its  church  actually  built  in  1747. 

The  Rockaway  Presbyterian  Church  dates  back  to  1758,  some  thirty 
years  after  the  first  settlement. 

The  County  of  Morris  was  organized  in  1738,  and  its  first  Township 
of  Hanover,  a  region  of  country  of  indefinite  extent,  25revious  to  this 
date,  while  it  belonged  to  Hunterdon. 
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Morristown  received  its  n;imc  in  IT'iO,  IVom  the  Court  of  Common 
Picas,  and  three  townships  deferred,  viz.,  Hanover.  Morris  and  Pe(|uan- 
nock. 

Pompton  Phiins.  indeed,  we  may  saj',  Pequannock,  as  a  section,  was 
settled  by  Holland  Dutch ;  Hanover,  Morristown  and  Chatham,  by  peo- 
ple from  Newark,  Elizabeth  and  New  England ;  Mendham  and  Chester, 
from  Long  Island  and  New  England;  Randolph  and  Kockaway,  by 
Holland  Dutch  and  a  promiscuous  assortment  of  people  from  various 
localities,  among  them  what  was  then  Esse.\  County ;  and  German  Val- 
ley by  Germans.  Not  a  few  Quakers  from  Burlington  C'ounty  were 
among  the  pioneers. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  note  some  changes  in  the  country  since  Read- 
ing first  struck  his  tripod  in  Morris  County,  and  the  trip  hammer  at 
Hanover,  Dover  and  Rockaway  fii-st  rang  its  music  among  tlie  forests, 
and  the  last  remnants  of  the  Indians  vanished  from  tlie  Rockaway  and 
Musconetcong,  but  this  would  transcend  my  purpose.  Let  me  commend 
the  work  of  collecting  the  early  history  of  this  beautiful  County  to  our 
young  historians. 


n^  ^3. 1^^- 
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The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  in  accordance  witli  tlie  I>y-La\vs, 
John  Rutiieufukd,  Esci.,  Vice  President,  i)residin<j^. 

The  minutes  of  tlie  last  meetint^  were  read  and  approved. 

The  C()rresj)ondinjj;  Secretary  submitted  tlie  correspondence  since  tlic 
January  meeting,  and  laid  upon  the  tal>le  communications  from  Gov- 
ernor Randolph,  Messrs.  J.  O.  Flood,  J.  II.  Landell,  Fred.  Freiinghuyscn, 
Edward  Secly,  James  B.  Cutter  and  John  ■McGregor  of  Newark  ;  I).  M. 
Skinner,  of  Belleville  ;  Gen.  Wm  S.  Stryker,  of  Trenton  ;  Samuel  .^I. 
Hewlett  and  R.  S.  Braine,  of  Irvington  ;  Bcnj.  A.  Vail,  of  Uahway  ; 
Samuel  S.  Clark  and  J.  Marshall  Paul,of  Belvidere;  Edmund  D.  Ilalsey, 
of  Morristown,  and  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Mershon,  of  i^Iiddlebush,  acknowl- 
edging their  election  as  Resident  Jlembers  :  from  Gen.  J.  Watts  de 
Peyster,  of  New  York,  accepting  Honorary  Jlembcrship,  and  transmit- 
ting a  large  number  of  volumes  for  the  Library  ;  from  the  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society  of  New  York,  announcing  its  organization 
and  the  publication  of  a  quarterly  "  Record  "  under  its  control  ;  from 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Newark,  conveying  their  thanks  for  the  use  of  the 
Society's  Room  on  22d  February  ;  from  the  New  England  llistorii;  and 
Genealogical  Society;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maini',  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Chicago  and  New  Yoik,  the  Essex  Mass.  Institute,  Smitli- 
sonian  Institute  and  New  Jersey  State  Lilnarian,  asking  for,  or  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications  :  from  Gen.  James 
Grant  Wilson,  of  New  York  and  Gen.  S.  D.  Oliphant,  of  Princeton,  ac- 
cepting invitations  of  tiic  Executive  Committee  to  road  papers  before 
the  Society  at  this  meeting:  from  ]\Ir.  F.  H.  Finch,  of  Red  Hank,  triins- 
8 
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niitting  an  obituary  notice  of  Rev.  D.  V.  McLean,  D.D. ;  from  Hon.  O. 
Cleveland,  relating  to  Public  Documents  for  tlie  Society ;  from  Adj. 
Gen.  Stryker,  of  Trenton,  announcing  as  in  the  course  of  preparation, 
a  Roster  of  the  officers  and  men  from  New  Jersey  who  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  Mexican  War;  from  Hon. 
H.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  transmitting  a  volume  for  the  Library  ;  from  Hon. 
L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  of  Bridgeton,  in  relation  to  tlie  publication  of  his 
"  Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey,"  and  various 
others  from  different  gentlemen  relating  to  the  business  of  the  Society. 

Tlie  Librarian  presented  his  report  of  Donations  to  the  Library,  re- 
ceived since  tlie  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent 
page. 

The  Treasurer  reported  available  funds  in  the  treasury  amounting  to 
•1935  56. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
ber of  the  "Proceedings"  since  the  last  meeting,  (No.  1,  2d  Volume, 
New  Series,)  and  that  a  second  edition  of  the  third  volume  of  the  first 
series  was  in  press  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Society.  On 
its  publication,  the  members  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  complete  sets 
of  the  Proceedings,  which  the  Society  for  some  time,  had  not  been  able 
to  furnish.  They  also  reported  that  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer  was  engaged 
in  preparing  for  publication,  his  interesting  "  Reminiscences  of  the 
Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey,"  a  portion  of  which  was  read  before  the 
Society  at  the  January  meeting,  and  that  it  was  expected  the  work 
would  form  the  next  volume  of  the  "  Collections." 

The  Committee  on  the  Library,  in  their  report,  referred  to  their  often 
repeated  appeals  for  an  increase  of  the  Library  Fund,  which  they 
deemed  essential  to  a  satisfactory  administration  of  the  aliairs  of  the 
Society  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  Library,  and  closed  their  re- 
port with  expressions  of  regret  that  by  the  promotion  of  their  Chairman, 
the  Hon.  Josepli  P.  Bradley,  to  the  Bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  the  Society  would  probably  lose  hereafter  his  active  participa- 
tion in  its  proceedings. 

The  Nominating  Committee  submitted  the  names  of  thirty-one  gen- 
tlemen, whom  they  recommended  for  membership,  and  they  were  there- 
upon duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were  received. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  revise  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  reported  sundry  amendments  wliich  were 
considered  in  order  and  adopted. 

Mh.  W.  a.  Whitehead  nominated  an  the  Committee  on  Finance  —  a 
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new  Coiniuitt'.'c  ireutt'd  by  tlie  revised  By-Laws— the  lullowin^^   <;ciitlc- 
mcii,  wilt)  wore  thereupon  appointctl : 

]\Iessrs.  Joliu  Riithcrfiird,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  Joseph  X.  Tattle,  David 
A.  Hayes  and  William  15.  Mott. 

Mu.  Haven  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  members,  one  of  the 
recently  discovered  gold  pieces,  dug  up  on  the  banks  of  Petty  Run, 
near  Trenton.  More  than  thirty  pieces  had  been  found,  worth  2)rob- 
ably  more  than  three  hundred  dollars.  They  were  all  of  Spanish  coin- 
age, roughly  hammered  on  the  edges,  clipped  apparently  to  make  them 
of  ijroper  weight,  and  of  dates  between  l7oo  and  1741.  Mr.  Haven 
stated  his  belief  that  these  gold  i)ieces  had  been  deposited  where  they 
were  found,  during  the  revolution,  l)y  the  Hessian  Col.  Rahl,  or  some  of 
his  attendants,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans, 
and  gave  souk;  of  his  reasons  therefor. 

Rev.  D.  Maclean  thought  it  more  probable  that  the  gold  had  Iteen 
secreted  by  some  of  the  residents  of  Trenton  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hessians. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  General  Ja.mes  Giiant  Wilson,  of  New 
York,  on  '"  The  Life  and  Character  of  Chief  Justice  Kirki)atrick,  of 
New  Jersey." 

3Ik.  Hayes  otlered  a  resolution  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  pre- 
sented to  General  Wilson  for  his  highly  interesting  paper,  and  that  he 
be  retiuestcd  to  i)lace  a  copy  of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on 
Publications;  which  was  adopted  after  commendatory  remarks  l)y  Rev. 
Dr.  Maclean,  Messrs.  C.  C.  Haven  and  Ralj)h  Voorhoes, 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  an  hour  and  partook  of  a  collation 
spread  in  the  Document  Room. 

On  reassembling  at  3:30  P.  ]M.,  Mr.  Swords  olTered  the  following  res 
olution  : 

Jlcsdhrd,  Tliat  lliis  Society  will  lioM  ;i  incctiiii;  in  Soincrvilli-  on  llio  lliinl 
Thursday  of  Septembernext,  and  that  the  Executive  Coiinnittcf  be  re<iiu'slod  to 
make  necessary  jircparations  thcrclbr. 

Mr.  Swords  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  on  the  ground 
that  by  holding  the  September  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
as  contemplated  in  the  By-Laws,  a  wide  spread  interest  in  the  Society 
might  be  aroused,  and  a  large  accession  of  members  secured. 

Mr.  Duryee  second  the  resolution  with  some  pertinent  remarks,  ami  it 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Judge  Elmeu  then  interested  the  Society  with  some  extracts  from 
his  proposed  work  on  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey. 
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A  paiicr  was  then  read  by  Gen.  8.  D,  Oliphant,  of  Princelou,  on 
"  Tlic  Services  of  Pennsylvanians  in  the  battles  of  New  Jersey."  On  its 
conclusion  the  Rev.  Dr,  Hamill  offer  tlie  following  resolution,  which 
was  adojjted  : 

Resolved,  That  tlic  tluuiks  of  the  Society  be  presented  fo  Gen.  Oliphant,  for 
his  interesting  and  scholar-lilvc  paper,  so  full  of  Classical  and  Historical  story, 
and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  archives   of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayes,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
have  the  Revised  Constitution  and  By-Laws  printed  for  tlic  use  of  the  members. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Somerville  on  the  third  Thurs- 
ay  of  September. 


MAY  19,  1870. 

J.  L.  Boggs,  Perth  Amhoy. 

Fred.  S.  Burnham,  Morrutoimi. 

Amos  Clark,  Jr.,  Elizabeth. 

Rev.  Southard  Compton,  D.  D.,  Spot^wood, 

lieury  W.  Duryee,  Ncwarh. 

E.  P.  Erason,  ColUefs  Mill, 

John  T.  Footc,  Morrlstowii. 

L.  Spencer  Goblc,  Newarh. 

Rev.  J.  S.  B.  Hodges,  D.  D.,  Newarh 

Monroe  Howell,  Parsipj^anij. 

Benjamin  F.  Howell,  Moi'ristoicn. 

George  Keene,  Neioarl: 

Frederick  T.  Kingman,  Trenton. 

Francis  C.  Iiowthorp,  Trenton. 

Frederick  W.  Leonard,  Ncwarl: 

George  S,  Mott,  Flemington. 

Theophilus  T.  Price,  Tuclxrton. 

Howard  Potter,  Lonfj  Branch. 

John  Russell,  Burlinyton. 

James  F.  Rusling,  2'rcnton. 

David  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Irvington 

John  F.  Shultz,  Manchester. 
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Rutlicrruid  Stuyvfsant,  Kearny 
George  Sykes,  Sykesville. 
Will.  L.  Tlionii>son,  Neimrk. 
Guy  La  To  mot  to,  licrtjcn  Point. 
Philctus  ^V.  Vail,  Neirark. 
Peter  A.  Voorlioos,  Six  Mile  Run. 
Joliu  F,  Ward,  I\I.  D.,  Newark. 
Cephas  M.  AVoodrutT,  Newark. 
John  C.  Woodruff,  Newark, 
Edward  S.  Wildo,  Neicark. 


gouations. 

ANNOUNCED  :MAY  1'.),  1870. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society— Vvocci^iXwv^i  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Historical  Society,  18G7-'G9. 

From  the  Petmsylvariia  Uistorical  Society — Correspondence  l)et\voon  Wni. 
Penn  and  James  Logan,  and  others,  from  the  original  letters  in  pos- 
session of  tlie  Logan  Family.  With  notes  l^y  tlie  late  Mrs.  Deborah 
Logan,  and  additional  notes  by  Edward  Armstrong,  M.  A.    Vol.  I 

From  the  Marylaml  Historical  Society — Peabody  Memorial.  Address  of 
the  President,  Col.  Brantz  Meyer,  Iiefore  the  Society,  Jan.  G,  1870. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Uistorical  Society — Territorial  Legislation  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Annual  Address  before  the  State  Historical  Society,  Feb.  4,  1870, 
by  Hon.  Moses  M.  Strong. 

From  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society— The  Annals  of  Iowa.  Seventh 
Biennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  Society.  Period  end- 
ing Dec.  1,  18G9. 

From  the  Chicago  Historirtil  Society — Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Chicago.     Year  ending  July  '.],  KSOy. 

From  the  Amcriam  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society.  Vol 
XI,  1869.    No  82. 

From  iJie  American  Antiquarian  Society — Piocecdiugs  of  the  Animal 
Meeting  at  Worcester,  Oct.  21,  18(i9. 

From  the  Esse-c  Institute — Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute.  Vt)l. 
X.     Parti. 

Bulletins  of  the  Essex  Institute — Vol.  I,  Nos.  5,  G,  7,  8  and  9,  and 
Vol.  II,  No.  1  and  2. 
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From  the  N.  E  Historical  and  Genealogical  /Society— Proceedings  of  the 

Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  5,  1870,  and  Pres.'Wilder's  Address,  with  list  of 

Life  Members,  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  Register  :     Vol.  XXIV, 

No.  2. 
From  the  Department   of  the  Interior — Documents   of    the  First   and 

Second  Sessions  of  the  40th  Congress.  47  Vols. 
From  the  Treasurer  of  New  Jersey — Nixon's  Digest   of   Laws    of    N.    J. 

Fourth  Edition. 
From  the  Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  A. — The  Roll  of  Honor.  Nos.  20,  22 

and  24. 
From   the  Boston    Public  iyji;'«?'y— Catalogue  of  the  Prince    Library, 

bequeathed  by  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  to  the  old  South  Church,  now 

deposited  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
From  the  College  of  New  Jersey — Catalogue  of  the  College. 
From  the    Georgia   Historical   Society — Tabulated   Mortuary?Record  of 

the  City  of  Savannah,  from  Jan.  1, 1854,  to  Oct.  31,  18G8.     By  W.  Dun- 
can, M.  D. 
From  the  Authors — The  Capture  of   Ticonderoga,   in   1775.     A   paper 

before  the  Vermont  Historical  Society,  at  Montpelier,  Oct.   19,   1869 

By  Hiland  Hall. 

The  History  of  Vermont,  from  its  admission  into  the  Union,  in  1791 

By  Hiland  Hall. 

Index  of  titles  of  Corporations  chartered  under  General  and  Si^ecia^ 

Laws,  by  the  Legislature  of  N.  J.,  between  1G93  and   1809  inclusive 

By  John  Hood. 

1.  The  History  of  the  Life  of  Leonard  Torstenston.  Senator  of  Swe- 
den, Count  of  Ortala,  &c. 

2.  The  Dutch  at  the  North  Pole,  and  the  Dutch  in  Maine,  and  Appcn" 
dix. 

o.  The  History  of  Carausius,  the  Great  First   Holiandish  Admiral 
and  the  First  Sailor  King  of  England. 

4.  Practical  Strategy  as  illustrated  by  the  Life,  &c.,  of  the  Austrian 
Field  Marshal  Traun. 

5.  The  Battle  of  the  Sound,  or  Baltic  ;  Fought  (Oct.  30,  O.  S.,)  Nov. 
9,  N.  S.  1658. 

G.  Secession  in  Switzerland  and  in  the  United  States  compared. 

7.  The  decisive  conflicts  of  the  Late  Civil  War,  Oak  Ridge,  July  1, 
1863,  Gettysburg,  July  2  and  3,  18G3,  after,  at  Williamsport  and  Fall- 
ing Waters. 
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8.  Address,  28,  Nov.  1866,  at  the  Inauguration  of  a  Soldier's  Monu- 
ment erected  by  tbe  neighborhood  of  Tivoli  ;ind  Madalin,  Dutchess  Co. 
N.  Y. 

9.  Personal  and  Military  History  of  Philip  Kearny,  ]\Iaj.  Gen.  Unit- 
ed States  Volunteers.     15. y  J  Watts  dc  Pfyntir. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttlc.  D.  i>.— The  Life  and  Character  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Ilanna.     By  G.  W.  Wood. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  First  Presbyterian    Church,    Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  with  early  Reminescences  of  the  Place.     By  J.  L.  AV^illiams. 

A  Synodical  Sermon  before  the  Synod  of  Wabash,  Nov.  21,    1869. 
By  Rev.  Daniel  Rice,  D.  D. 

The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools.  A  discourse,  Nov.  5,  1869,  in 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Lafayette.  Ind.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  Pastor. 
A  Blow  at  the  Public  Schools  I  A  note  of  Warning  !  A  Lecture  for 
the  Times.  By  Rev  L.  N.  Brakeman,  Pastor  5th  Street  M.  E.  Church, 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  Dec.  5,  18C9. 
From  Asher  Taylor — Annual  Rei)ort  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  1869. 

The  First  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  National  Guard. 
Fro;?i  John  li.  Bur7iet— The  Deaf  ilutes  Friend.     Vt)l.  1,  1869. 
From  David  Ripley — New  Jersey  Reform  School  Reports.  2  to  5  inclusive. 
From  J.  A.  Anderson — Maps  of  the  Rail  Roads  of  New  Jersey,  and  part 

of  the  adjoining  States.     18G9. 
From  Henry  N.  Beach— An  Introductory  Lecture  to  a  Course  of  Law 

Lectures,  delivered  Nov.  17,  1794.     By  James  Kent. 
From  Daniel  Dod — A  Key  to  Dilworth's  Arithmetic,  First  Edition,  1812. 
The  Calcutta  Annual  Directory  and  Calendar,  for  181 1. 
A  Comprehensive  Atlas,  Geographical,  Historical,  and  C'oinmonial. 
By  T.  G.  Bradford. 

A  complete  Iland-Book  of  the  Coins  and  Banking   System  of  all 
Countries  and  Places  of  TratUc  on  the  Globe.      By  Christian  Nobach, 
Director  of  the  Commercial  College,  at  Erfurt,  Rudolstadt,  1833. 
From  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone— Twenty  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry 

at  large  in  the  City  of  Providence.  Jan,  2;$,  1870. 
From  Gen.  K.  A.  C'arywa/i— Map  and  History  of  Antietem  National 
Cemetery,  including  a  Descriptive  List  of  all  the  Loyal  Soldiers  Buri- 
ed therein,  together  with  the  Ceremonies  and  Address  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Dedication  of  the  ground,  Sept.  17,  1867. 
Frcm  Joseph  N.  Tuttle— An  Engraved  Portrait  of  Daniel  Webster,  Fram- 
ed and  Glazed. 
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From  Rev.  George  Hale — (Through  Dr.  John  F.  Ward.) 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  held  at  New  Brunswick,  for 

The  trial  of  Major  General  Lee,  July  4,  1778.     Printed,  Philadelphia, 

by  John  Dunlap,  1778. 

From  Gen.  J.  Watts  de  Peyster — History    of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve 

Corps,  Compiled  from  official  Reports.     By  J.  R.  Sypher,  Esq.,    18G5. 

The  United  States  during  the  War.  By  Auguste  Laugel,  London 
18GG. 

Conduct  of  the  War.     Supplement.    Parts  1  and  2. 

Re-union  of  Post  Phil.  Kearny,  No.  8,  G  A.  R.,  at  L-ving  Hall, 
March  25,  18G8. 

The  Colors  of  the  U.  S.  first  raised  over  the  Capitol  of  the  Confede- 
rate States,  April  3,  18G5. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
31,  18G8.     3  Vols. 

Report  of  the  Movements,  Services,  and  Discipline  of  the  "Ulster 
Guard,"  for  '02,  '63  and  '04, 

The  Blue  Coats,  and  how  they  lived,  fought  and  died  for  the  Union. 

Quatre  ans  do  Champagnes  a  L'Armie  de  Potomac,  par  Regis  de 
Trobriand,  Ex-Maj.  Gen.,  &c.     Paris,  1868.     3  Vols. 

Hitchcock's  Chronological  Record  of  the  American  War,  from  Nov. 
8,  1860  to  June  3,  18G5. 

The  Military  Gazette,  Vol.  IT,  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  15,  1859. 

Expedition  of  the  British  and  Provincial  Army  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Amherst,  against  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  in  1759. 

Exodus  of  the  Western  Nations.  By  Viscount  Bury,  M.  P.,  Loudon, 
1805.     3  Vols. 

The  History  of  the  Life  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden, 
surnamcd  the  Great.  By  Rev.  Walter  Harte,  M.  A.,  London,  1859. 
2  Vols. 

The  Lives  of  the  Popes,  from  the  time  of  our  Saviour  to  the  Reign 
of  Sixtus  IV.  By  Baptista  Platina.  Translated  into  English,  and 
continued  from  1471  to  the  present  time.  By  Sir  Paul  Bycaut,  Kt. 
2d  Edition.     London,  1808. 

The  Shipwreck  and  Adventures  of  Mons.  Pierre  Viand,  London,  1701. 

Lives  of  the  Princesses  of  England,  from  the  Norman  Comiucst.  By 
Mary  Ann  Everett  Green.     5  Vols. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  18G1.  By 
D.  T.  Valentine. 
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Onward.  A  Magazine,  conducted  by  Capt.  Mayuc  IJrcd.  Vols.  1 
and  11. 

Memoir  of  Uip  Van  Dam.  The  Culture  demanded  by  the  Age. 
The  floral  and  Intellectual  Intlucuce  of  Libraries  upon  Social  Pro- 
gress. By  Fred,  de  Peyster,  President  of  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

Julius  Ca-sar ;  Did  he  cross  the  Channel  :  Keviewed  by  .John 
Wainwright. 

^[anual  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  of  tiie  State  of  New  York. 

Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  N.  Y.  Historical  Society, 
presented  by  Gen.  J.  W.  dc  I'cyster. 
From    Charlex    Cothcrn — Rcmisnicences  of    Old   Gloucester.       I5y   Isaac 
Mickle. 

An  Historical  Discourse  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  JJattie 
of  Lake  George,  17r)o.     By  Courtlandt  Van  Rensselaer. 

IC.  Armstrong's  Address  at  Chester,  before  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  Nov.  8,  1851,  and  "\V.  H.  Reed's  Address,  .Tan.  28,  1848. 

.Tournal  of  Isaac  Sentcr.  Physician  and  Surgeon,  in  Arnold's  Expedi- 
tion against  Quebec,  in  Sept.  1775. 

Proceedings  of  the  New  York  Hist.  Society,  .Jan.,  April.  1818,  Feb. 
181'J.  June,  1847,  .Tan.  1840. 
^^    Reports  of  Trustees  of  the  Astor  Library,  from  1S51  to  180','.  inclu- 
sive. 

Incidents  of  the  Early  History  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  witli  a  notice  of  its 
l»resent  condition,  its  Charter,  and  Ordinances,  1841. 

Minutes  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Synods  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  from  the  Association  of  Connecticut,  held 
annually  from  1701)  to  1773,  inclusive.     Printed  1813. 

"  Remember  the  Days  of  Old."  The  Last  Sermon  preached  in  the 
Old  Presbyterian  Church,  Westficld,  N.  J.,  Jan.  20,  18G2.  By  Rev.  E. 
B.  Edgar.  Pastor. 

Historical  Record  of  the  Church  of  the  Forks  of  Braudywine, 
Fa.,  from  17:j."i  to  1849.     By  Rev.  J.  N.  C.  Gricr,  D.I)..  Pastor. 

The  Origin  and  History  of  the  Presl)yterian  Ciiureli,  New  London, 
Pa.     By  Robert  P.  Dubois,  Pastor,  1845. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  ]\Iercersburg,  Fa.  By  Thomas 
Crcigh,  1810. 

Gleanings  for  the  History  of  the  Frot.  Kef  Dutch  (  Ininli  of  llar- 
lingcn,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.     By  C.  C.  Hoagland,  1847. 

Facts  connects  with  the  Early  Settlement  and  Growth  of  Mount 
9 
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Morris.     A  Dedication  Discourse,  Feb.  1855.     By  Kev.  D.  Chicliestcr. 

History  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Presbyterian  Church,  of  East  Earl 
Township,  Pa.    By  Rev.  John  Leaman,  M.  D.,  1853. 

Historical  Account  af  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Ncwburyport, 
Mass.,  182G.     By  Samuel  P.  Williams,  Pastor. 

A  Discourse  ia  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Newbnryport,  Nov. 
10,  184i,  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Authors  Ordination.  By  Daniel 
Dana,  D.D.,  Pastor  2d  Presb.  Churcli. 

A  Historical  Discourse,  Jan.  7,  1846,  at  the  First  Centennial  Cele- 
bration of  the  Organization  of  First  Presb.  Church,  Ncwburyport. 
By  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  Pastor. 

Proceedings  on  the  account  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of 
the  ordination  of  Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.D.,  West  Springfield,  Mass., 
1850. 

Apostolic  Magnanimity.  A  Sermon  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Wm. 
Williams  July  5,  1821.  By  S.  P.  Williams,  Pastor  First  Presb. 
Church,  in  Ncwburyport, 

The  Fathers  and  the  Children.  Two  Sermons,  Fast  Day,  April  6, 
1848,  in  2d  Pj-esb.  Church,  Ncwburyport.     By  W.  W.  Eells. 

A  Sermon  addressed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderj',  April  oO, 
1851.     By  Danniel  Dana,  D.D. 

Rev  Mr.  Withington's  Sermon  for  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  standing  of  the  First  Church  in  Newbury,  on  its  i)resent  site. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Burning  of  the  Theatre  in  the  City  of  Richmond, 
Dec.  1811.     By  A.  Alexander. 

Records  of  tiic  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  ]\Iurray,  Late  Minister  of  the 
Reconciliation.     Yfritten  by  himself,  Boston,  1816. 

Universal  Sah-ation,  a  very  ancient  doctrine;  with  some  account  of 
its  author.  Gen.  3  : 4.     Printed  by  Cornelius  Davis,  1810. 

An  al)stract  of  the  Evidence  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
the  orders  in  Council,  1812. 

Serious  Considerations.  A  Pamphlet  against  the  Election  of  Jcfler- 
son  to  the  Presidency. 

Confession  of  Faith,  Catechism,  A;c.,  of  Public  Authority  in  the 
in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh,  1793. 

The  Psalms  of  David,  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs,  llcidclbergh 
Catechism,  Confession  of  Faith,  &c.,  of  the  Reformed  Cliurch  in  the 
Netherlands,  New  York.     1789. 

Psalms  of  Watt,  with  his  Preface,  Dec.  1,  1718,  with  tunes  in  the 
Tenor  Part,  fitted  to  the  several  Metres.     13th  Edition. 
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The  Psiilins  of  Daviil,  with  the  Ton  Commandments,  Creed,  Lord's 
Prayer,  tto.,  in  Metre  ;  also  tlie  Conlission  of  Faith,  Liturcrj-,  &c. 
Translated  from  the  Dutch,  iov  the  n>e  of  the  Prot.  ]\eforn\ed  Dutch 
Church,  City  of  Xew  York.     17G7. 

The  Ti'ials  of  the  !>[urderers  of  Richard  JeiHiinus,  held  in  (Jo^hcii, 
X.  Y.,  1819. 

Nath.  Scudder's  Letters  to  his  son  Joseph,  at  the  War  Ollice,  Phila., 
1778  and  1780.     Dated  at  Freehold,  York  Town  and  Hides  Town. 

The  First  Draft  of  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey.     'M.  S. 

Thomas  Payne,  Address  to  the  Citizens  at  a  Democratic  Meeting;'  at 
Rordentown,  June  29,  1803.     Broad  Sheet. 

Arguments  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  necessity  of  lii^ 
Atonement.     By  Samuel  Drew. 

A  Defence  of  the  Christian  Revelation  in  two  very  important  points. 
By  Gilbert  West,  and  George  Lyttleton.  1748.  A  Gift  from  the  So- 
ciety for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  to  Duncan  Rob- 
ertson, Fell.  4,  18o4. 

New  Jersey  Almanacs,  from  1780  to  1847.     25. 

Recommendations  to  the  several  States  by  Congress,  Ajjril  li^,  1780, 
on  the  Finances. 

A  Sermon  in  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,  Alexandria,  jMay  0,  1798,  a 
General  Fast  Day.  By  Rev,  De  James  I\Iuir.  Pul)lisiicd  by  "Wm. 
Cobbett. 

Reminiscences  of  the  Early  Presbyterians  of  West  Jersey,  in  a  Series 
(if  Letters.     Newspaper.     Se])t.  ",  1830. 


SKETCH  OF  REV.  BARXABAS  KING,  D.D., 

P.Y  THK  KKV.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLK,  D.D. 


The  first  half  of  this  century,  was  marked  by  no  event  more  impor- 
tant in  its  results,  to  the  region  of  country  of  wliich  Rockaway,  j\Iorris 
Co.,  is  the  centre,  than  the  entrance  of  the  Rev.  Baraal)as  King  upon 
his  duties  as  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  town  ;  the 
moral  force  lie  exerted  eftecting  an  entire  change  in  the  character  of  the 
people  coming  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence.  Under  a  conviction 
that  many  members  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  will  be 
pleased  to  have  in  a  permanent  form  some  memorial  of  a  life  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  local  history  of  a  portion  of  tlie  State  of 
which,  comparatively,  little  is  known,  this  brief  narrative  is  sul)mittcil 
for  their  accei)tance. 

Mr.  King  was  a  native  of  New  Marlborough,  ]Mass.,  ))orn  June  2d, 
1780.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College,  September  5th,  1704,  and  was 
licensed  to  jn-each  by  the  Berkeshire  Association  sometime  during  the 
autumn  of  1805.  On  the  24th  of  December,  1805,  he  first  touched  the 
soil  of  New  Jersey,  and  soon  began  to  preach  at  Sparta,  in  Sussex 
County,  and  also  occasionally  at  Berkeshire  Valley  and  Rockaway,  in 
]\[orris  County,  his  first  sermon  in  the  latter  jDlace  having  been  preached 
on  Friday  evening,  January  24th,  180G,  at  a  private  house,  on  the  text, 
"  To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  jjurpose  under 
the  heavens,"  (Eccles.  3  : 1.)  Occasionally  during  that  year  he  sujjplied 
the  Rockaway  jjulpit,  but  in  October,  1807,  he  made  an  agreement  to 
supply  that  pul^jit  and  the  one  at  Sparta  on  alternate  Sabbaths.  His  labors 
were  so  acceptable  that  on  the  35th  of  September,  1808,  he  was  called 
to  be  pastor  of  the  church  at  Rockaway,  the  call  being  signed  and  at- 
tested l)y  the  Rev.  James  Richards,  D.D.,  of  Morristown,  as  Moderator 
of  the  Parish  Meeting.  On  the  '27th  of  December,  1808,  he  was  or- 
dained and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  by  the  Presbytery  of  New 
York.  The  services  took  jjlace  in  the  old  church,  which  was  not  as 
comfortable  as  many  a  modern  barn,  and  which  had  no  stove  to  warm 
it.  Among  the  great  men  who  were  present  were  Drs.  Griftin,  Hillyer, 
Richards.  John  IMcDowell.  Perrine,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Condit  and  others. 
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Dr.  McDowell,  of  Elizabeth,  then  iu.  the  third  year  of  his  miniatry, 
preached  the  sermon  from  the  words  "  These  things  saith  he  that  hold- 
eth  the  seven  stars  in  his  right  hand."  (Kev.  2:1.)  Dr.  Perrine,  then  the 
pastor  of  the  Bottle  Hill  Church,  as  ]\Iadison  was  called,  and  afterwards 
the  associate  of  Dr.  Richards  in  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary, 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  Pastor.  As  a  mark  of  the  times,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  services  were  held  in  that  rude  and  uncomfortable 
church  on  a  very  cold  day,  they  were  begun  witli  ;i  congregational 
prayer  meeting  at  ten  o'clock,  and  continued  luitil  three  in  the  after- 
noon. There  is  no  tradition  of  a  single  complaint,  either  Iiy  the  clergy- 
men or  people,  although  it  is  said  that  the  young  pastor  was  so  thorough- 
ly chilled  that  when  seated  at  the  dinner  table  it  was  shaken  by  liis 
trembling.  It  may  be  added  that  it  was  several  times  remarked  liy  the 
strong  men  of  that  Presbytery  there  assembled,  that  "  there  was  no 
prospect  that  the  young  pastor  could  live  over  two  years."  And  yet  he 
survived  every  man  who  helped  to  ordain  him,  unless  Dr.  ^IcDowell  be 
the  exception.  Ilis  parish  included  a  circle  of  territory  whose  diameter 
was  ten  or  twelve  miles.  In  that  territory,  for  several  years,  he  was  the 
sole  minister,  and  he  visited  with  the  utmost  regularity  every  family, 
and  in  addition,  held  such  fre([uent  pul)lic  services  in  the  church,  the 
school  house  or  private  house,  as  often  to  amount  for  weeks  together  to 
ten  each  week.  These  abundant  labors,  accomplished  by  the  most  rigid 
adherence  to  rule  in  regard  to  his  health,  studies  and  time,  were  attend- 
ed with  extraordinary  success.  The  growth  of  the  church  was  great, 
and  with  that  there  was  a  marvelous  change  in  society.  Schools  sprang 
up,  some  young  men  sought  the  culture  of  the  College,  business  grew 
apace,  the  wealth  of  the  mines  was  discovered  and  ai)preciated,  and  the 
refinements  of  an  elegant  social  life  increased.  In  1S4S,  Dr.  King 
preached  his  fortieth  anniversary  sermon,  which  was  published,  and  a 
copy  of  it  was  placed  among  the  pamphlets  of  the  Society.  The  great- 
ness and  value  of  the  good  man's  labors  arc  related  in  that  discourse, 
with  far  too  much  modesty,  in  view  of  the  results  ilowing  from  his  resi- 
dence in  the  State.  In  December,  18r)'>,  he  i)ronounced  his  forty-fifth 
anniversary  discourse,  which  he  was  unwilling  to  jjublish.  Its  felicitous 
text  consisted  in  these  words,  "  And  now  behohl  the  Lord  hath  kept  me 
alive,  as  he  said,  these  forty  and  five  years,  ever  since  the  Lord  spake  this 
word  unto  Moses,  while  the  children  of  Israel  wandered  in  tlie  wilder 
ness,"'  (Joshua  14:ln.j  At  its  close,  the  honored  man  invited  hi>^  pcnijli- 
to  sing  that  nuble  jyri(;, 
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"  God  of  my  childhood  and  nij'  youth, 

The  guide  of  all  my  days, 
1  have  declared  thy  heavenly  truth, 

And  told  thy  wondrous  ways. 
^Vilt  thou  forsake  my  hoary  hairs, 

And  leave  my  fainting:  heart  ? 
Who  shall  sustain  my  sinking  years, 

If  God  my  strength  depart?  itc." 

(Watts'   Psalms,  71st,  Sd'p.  C.  M.) 

It  was  an  occasiou  that  was  both  rare  and  grand,  and  one  that  re- 
llected  the  highest  honor  both  on  tlie  pastor  and  his  peoi:)le.  On  tho 
24th  of  December,  1854,  Dr.  King  again  preached  an  anniversary  sermon, 
being  tlie  forty-sixtli  of  his  pastorate,  and  the  forty-ninth  of  his  minis- 
try in  tlie  one  church,  since  he  jireached  his  first  discourse  in  Rockaway 
on  the  24tli  of  January,  180G.*  Tlie  text  in  the  circumstances  was  very 
tliiilling.  '■' The  nitjJit  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand.'''  (Horn.  13;12,) 
Tliis  discourse  contained  many  pleasant  reminiscences,  but  its  author 
was  unwilling  to  give  it  to  the  press. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1858,  the  Session  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Rockaway  adoj^ted  a  minute  and  directed  a  co])y  of  it  to  be 
sent  to  Dr.  King,  its  senior  jjastor,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  installation,  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  was  at  hand. 
In  this  minute  the  Session  sjjeak  in  terms  expressive  of  gratitude  to 
God  for  sending  such  a  faithful  man  to  be  their  pastor,  and  for  the 
abundant  results  of  his  ministry.  Its  second  and  third  resolutions  are 
in  these  words :  "  Resolved  2d,  That  Ave  congratulate  our  veneral)le 
Pastor  on  the  approach  of  so  interesting  an  anniversary,  and  that  we 
earnestly  desire  him  on  the  Lord's  Day  previous  to  that  occasiou  to 
preach  a  memorial  sermon  of  his  ministry  among  this  people.  Resolved 
3d,  That  we  fervently  pray  God  to  continue  our  beloved  Pastor  to  us 
many  years  more,  and  that  his  latter  days  may  be  blessed  with  rich  and 
numerous  proofs  of  the  Lord's  faithfulness  and  love."  In  accordance 
with  this  request  the  venerable  man  preached  his  fiftieth  anniversary 
sermon,  from  the  words  "  The  Lord  hath  blessed  thee  since  my  coming," 
(Gen.  30;30.)t       The  sermon  was  not  given  to  the  press,  Imt  was  hoard 

*  Entered  in  the  old  Rockaway  Trustee  Book. 

t  By  a  pleasant  coincidence,  too  marked  to  be  neglected,  that  very  year  was  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  ChurclCx  organization.  Thus  two  interesting 
ft\cts  were  associated  in  the  same  services.  A  series  of  discourses  M'as  conse- 
([uently  prepared  by  the  .lunior  Pastor,  the  author  of  this  sketch,  the  first  of 
which  was  delivered  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  Dr.  King  preached  his  fiftieth 
anniversary  sermon.  These  circumstances  furnished,  in  fact,  the  substance  of 
the  paper  on  "The  early  history  of  Morris  County,"  submitted  to  the  Society  in 
May,  ISfiO. 
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with  profouml  interest  by  the  liiv^c  aiuliciicc  tliat  crowtkil  the  old 
church. 

Let  it  be  added  that  Dr.  Iviujj:  was  spared  to  his  people  more  than 
three  years  after  the  occasion  just  referred  to.  He  scMiietinies  preached, 
liut  oftencr  exhorted  antl  always  with  uceejjtance.  His  mental  faculties 
remained  unimpaired,  and  his  interest  in  everything  2>crtaining  to  his 
friends,  the  church  and  the  country,  was  as  warm  as  in  early  manhood. 
The  Monday  night  the  news  of  the  Bull  Hun  disaster  gave  such  horriljle 
unrest  to  vast  multitudes  in  tlie  loyal  States,  was  spent  by  liini  in  sleep 
as  trustful  and  sweet  as  an  infant;  and  he  said  "  Children,  it  cost  us 
seven  years  of  dreadful  war  to  give  us  a  nation  ;  it  will  cost  us  years  of 
more  dreadful  war  to  save  tliat  nation ;  but  you  need  not  fear  as  if  it 
were  not  to  be  saved.     It  siia'.l  live  and  not  die." 

In  the  spring  of  1S(}2  it  Avas  thought  best  i)y  himself  that  he  tender 
his  resignstion  formerly  to  the  parish,  but  his  faithful  people  to  their 
honor  refused  to  receive  it,  professing  to  him  an  unabated  attachment. 
He  had  now  been  in  that  relation  lifty-thrcc  years  unci  several  months. 
On  the  second  Sabbath  in  March,  18G2,  he  had  2)erformcd  liis  last  oflic- 
ial  act  in  public,  with  a  singular  fitness,  it  being  on  the  occasion  of  liis 
last  communion  with  the  church,  at  the  close  of  which  he  stretched 
fi)rth  his  hands  and  with  such  pathos  and  beauty  i)ronounced  the  apos- 
tolical benediction  recorded  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Ilel^rews,  twentieth  and  twenty-lirst  verses,  that  many  were  moved 
to  tears,  and  some  even  said  they  had  never  heard  the  words  before  I 
3Iore  than  fifty-six  years  before  he  had  preached  for  the  lirst  time  in  that 
congregation,  and  more  than  tifty-four  years — from  October  IbUT — he 
had  ijcen  preaching  there  regularly,  and  lacked  only  less  than  a  year  of 
being  their  jiastor  during  that  long  period,  during  tliut  time  he  minis- 
tered in  sever.al  instances  to  live  generations  of  the  same  family,  and  in 
one  case  to  six  generations.  *     His  honorable  career  was  (.Irawiu''  to  its 


"•'When  Dr.  Kiny  began  to  preach  in  KocUaway,  lie  boarded  in  the  family  of 
.Moses  Tutlle,  Esq.,  the  sixth  child  and  liflh  sun  of  Colonel  .Joseph  Tuttle,  of 
llanovcr,  and  iiis  wife  Abigail  Ogden.  Col.  Tultlc  and  his  lirothcr  Timothy  set- 
tled ill  Hanover,  in  Morris  County,  about  170;5  or  1.  Col.  T's  seeoiul  wife  was 
.Vbigail  Natulan,  a  sister  of  the  Uev.  James  Niitmuii,  the  seeond  jiastor  uf  the 
Hanover  ehureli.  Tlieir  sun,  the  Uev.  .huiies  Tiitlle,  was  tiie  lirst  pastor  of  the 
eiiurclies  at  Uockaway  and  Pareipi)any.  Dr.  King  was  tiie  pastor  of  .lA<*.s  TnUlr; 
oftiic  dangliter  of  Mo>e.s,  Jlis.  Jfnianili  //nft',  widow  of  Charles  Hotf;ofher 
daugliter  Mrs.  Jinir  Jiidih,  widow  of  Col.  Saiiuiel  Serrin  Heaeii ;  of  iier  daughter 
.I//-.V.  Ddia  ll<i.".iird,  tlie  widow  of  tiie  Kev.  Silas  H.  Hazzjird  ;  and  he  lived  to  see 
Mrs.  Hazzard's  daui/Mo-  and  (jmnd  child  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Beach,  the  venerable 
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close ;  not  a  dog  wagged  liis  tongue  against  liim ;  tlie  entire  commu- 
nity regarded  bim  with  unabated  veneration ;  and  now  lie  placed  on 
sucli  a  puljlic  career  the  beautiful  crowning  act  of  that  benediction. 

Peoi)le  are  wont  to  note  coincidences,  and  it  was  noted  as  singular  that 
the  very  day  that  Dr.  King's  resignation  was  laid  before  the  parish,  and 
declined  as  already  stated,  he  became  ill,  and  after  a  sickness  of  several 
days  he  passed  from  earth  as  peacefully  as  a  little  child  passes  into 
sleep.  He  rested  from  his  labors  on  the  10th  of  April,  1862,  and  on  the 
13th  his  remains  were  consigned  to  the  grave,  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
concourse  of  people  as  was  never  before  gathered  in  that  old  yard.  At 
his  own  request  the  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  his  colleague  in  the 
pastorate  of  the  church,  who  selected  for  his  text  on  the  occasion  the 
words  "  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am  ;  and  his  grace  which 
was  bestowed  upon  me  was  not  in  vain  ;  but  I  labored  more  abundanrly 
than  they  all;  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  w'hich  was  with  me." 
(1  Cor.  lo;10.)  This  discourse  was  published,  and  is  among  the  Society's 
pamjjhlets. 

In  his  able  and  interesting  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Dr. 
Gillett  thus  describes  Dr.  King,  of  Rockaway,  in  language  which  does 
not  seem  extravagant  to  those  who  knew  him.  "Frail  and  feeble  in 
appearance,  and  sujjposed  by  all  to  be  consumptive,  he  was  spared  to 
the  discharge  of  a  long  and  useful  pastorate.  *  *  •'■  *  But  while 
faithful  to  his  special  charge,  he  did  not  neglect  the  missionary  field 
around  him.  With  the  best  men  of  the  Jersey  Presbytery  he  bore  bis 
full  shai'c  in  itinerant  evangelization,  going  from  Powles  Hook  to  the 
Delaware,  to  tell  the  destitute  of  Christ.  The  monuments  of  his  success 
were  scattered  around  him  far  and  near.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of 
his  cotemporaries — the  Rev.  Albert  Barnes — remarked  that  he  knew  'of 
no  minister  whose  walk  and  labor  and  success  had  been  so  admirable  as 
those  of  Mr.  King  of  Rockaway.'  llis  great  ambition  was  to  vvin  souls. 
His  one  book  was  the  Bible.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  simple  and  scriptural ; 
and  his  whole  course  was   characterized  by  good  sense,  consummate 


.Urcat-_!;Tanclmothcr,  Avho  is  still  living  I  Making  six  generations  of  one  family 
who  lived  in  the  period  of  his  ministry.  The  late  Matthias  Kitehel,  Es((.,  also 
married  Caroline  JJcar/i,  the  great-granddaughter  of  ISIoses  Tuttle,  and  Dr.  King 
lived  to  see  her  grand  children.  He  ministered  to  five  generations  of  Captain 
titqilmi.  Jackson's  family,  viz  :  Capt.  Stephen  Jackson,  his  son  Col.  Joseph  Jack- 
son, his  daughter  Mrs.  /Sara?i  Dubois  llalsaj,  and  her  children  iwid  grand  ehildreu. 
The  same  was  true  in  other  instances.  The  whole  constitutes  a  singular  and 
perhaps  not  very  easily  paralleled  statement  of  permanence  and  longevity  in  his 
pastoral  office. 


SKF.TCII    OF   REV.  BAKNAEAS  KINO,  D.D.  73 

jiulgment,  (?arnestuess  of  purpose  aii'l  devotion  lo  liis  work.  Useful- 
ncps  he  preferred  to  eloquence  or  loarninj,'.  Yet  his  utterance  was  always 
manly,  and  at  times  fervent.  One  of  his  most  critical  hearers  remarked 
'  that  he  never  said  a  foolish  thing.'  Amid  fragrant  memories  and  the 
rich  harvests  of  the  usefulness  he  coveted,  he  descended  to  the  grave  in 
a  ripe  and  beautiful  old  age  The  wrinkles  of  more  than  fourscore 
years  were  on  his  brow,  but  there  were  no  wrinkles  on  liis  hc.irt.  Ilia 
closing  hours  were  marked  by  peace  and  clieerful  hope,  and  when  called 
to  depart  he  was  ready  for  the  summon-."'  lie  lacked  only  two  months 
of  being  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

*  History  of  Pres.  Cliurcb,  I  559  61. 
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OF 

EEV.    DANIEL    V.    McLEAX,    D,D., 

UECEIVED  FROJr  MR.  K.  H.  FIKCH,  OF  KED  BANK,  N.  J. 


The  Rev.  Daniel  Veacii  McLean,  died  at  Red  Bank,  on  Tuesday 
niglit,  Dec.  23d,  18G9.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Nov.  24th,  1801.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Avhere 
he  attended  the  State  University,  g-raduating  therefrom  in  1824.  After 
teaching  for  about  three  years  at  Greencastle  and  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
he  entered  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  when  being  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Carlisle,  he 
assumed  pastoral  charge  of  the  First  Church  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  two  years. 

He  was  called  thence  to  the  Old  Tennant  Church,  in  this  County, 
where  he  ministered  four  years,  during  which  time  he  organized  the  vil- 
lage Church  at  Freehold,  and  became  its  first  pastor.  Here  he  remained 
through  a  successful  and  very  acceptable  ministry  of  fifteen  years ;  re- 
signing in  1850  to  assume  the  responsible  trust  of  the  Presidency  of 
LaFayettc  College  at  East  on,  Pa.  To  his  untiring  energy  and  devotion 
during  the  six  years  of  his  control,  more  tlian  to  any  other  cause,  that 
Institution  owes  its  present  prosperous  condition  ;  its  affairs  being  at  that 
time  in  a  veiy  discouraging  state.  He  resigned  there  to  go  to  Eurojjc, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  four  years.  At  that  time  the  charter 
of  our  Raritan  &  Delaware  Bay  R.  R.  was  obtained,  and  the  Torreys, 
with  little  or  no  capital,  were  making  great  efforts  to  prosecute  the 
work.  Unsuccessful  at  home,  Mr.  William  Torrey,  Sr.,  had  gone  to 
London  to  try  to  interest  foreign  capital  in  our  behalf,  and  failing  in  his 
efforts,  was  about  to  leave  there  for  home,  thoroughly  disheartened, 
when  he  met  Dr.  McLean,  who  persuaded  hini  to  wait  a  little  longer, 
while  he  interested  himself  in  the  work.  The  result  was  he  induced  a 
wealthy  banker  to  enlist  in  the  enterprise,  with  whose  money  it  was 
given  life.  Thg  Doctor  has  always  taken  great  interest  iu  watching  the 
road,  he  aided  so  powerfully,  in  its  graduations  of  progress  toward  a  firm 
and  paying  basis. 
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Returning  to  this  country,  he  accepted  a  call  to  tho  1st  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Plainflcld,  N.  J.,  whore  he  remained  but  a  year;  rcccivin;; 
and  accepting  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this 
place. 

On  taking  chiirge  here,  he  found  a  femall  membership  struggliuguudcr 
a,  heavy  church  debt  and  with  no  parsonage  building.     After  siic  years 
hard  work,  his  death  finds  the  church  with  a  largely  increased  member 
ship ;  with  no  church  debt :  a  fine  organ  and  a  handsome  Parsonage 
with  very  little  debt  upon  it. 

As  a  man  among  men,  he  was  genial  and  sociable  in  his  nature,  pos- 
sessing a  kind  heart  and  without  any  of  those  eccentricities  of  charac- 
ter, so  common  among  men  of  mark— dignified,  yet  not  morose,  he  car- 
ried his  ministerial  character  wherever  he  went,  and  was  in  all  respects 
a  christian  gentleman. 

As  a  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  he  excelled,  possessing  talent  peculiarly 
fitting  him  for  his  work. 

The  education  and  training  of  early  life,  the  natural  force  of  his 
character,  his  keen  observation  of  men  and  things,  his  long  and  ripe  ex- 
perience, the  Zeal  and  energy  with  which  he  prosecuted  it,  with  a  nat- 
ural love  for  his  work  (as  he  often  expressed  it.)  stamped  him  as  a 
preacher  of  no  ordinary  ability  and  power.  His  discourses  wore  plain, 
pungent,  forcible  and  earnest,  full  of  Christ  and  hi.s  sinner. 

His  power  as  a  preacher  has  been  felt  in  both  hemispheres.  During 
the  four  years  he  was  in  Europe,  he  preached  in  most  of  the  noted  Lon- 
don pulpits  of  that  time,  and  has  since  kept  up  an  extensive  and  unin- 
terrupted correspondence  with  many  whose  friendship  he  then  secured, 
and  whose  high  esteem  he  has  since  enjoyed.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  in  this  County  alone,  he  has  been  a  vigorous  and  earnest  preacher 
of  the  truth. 

As  a  pastor,  the  care  of  the  church  was  a  burden  of  his  life,  llis 
;:eal  for  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  his  ])eople  was  ofcen  excessive.  Those 
who  knew  him  best  often  witnessed  his  dejection  and  sadness  when  the 
waysofZion  seemeil  to  mourn  in  the  declension  of  (he  graces  of  his 
people. 

In  his  death,  the  community  sustain  a  loss,  i)iit  tlir  cliurch  a  fir 
greater  one.  Six  short  years  of  active  service  and  labor  have  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  his  sorrowing  jieople  who  mourn  his  loss.  In  losing 
him  they  have  lost  a  faithful  friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  Pastor  and 
Shepherd,  a  bold  j'.nd  intrepid  leader,  a  faithful  watchman  from  the 
walls  of  Zion. 
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ANDREAV    KIEKPATRICK 

CHIEF  JCSTICK  OK    NEW    JEI'.SEY. 


Andrew  KiRicrATnicic,  a  Jurist  and  a  Judge  of  New  Jersey,  whose 
name  will  always  be  conapicuous  in  the  annals  of  his  native  State,  was 
descended  from  Scottish  ancestors,  v.lio,  notwithstanding  they  were 
strict  Presbyterians,  were  nevertheless  actively  and  patriotically  en- 
gaged under  the  Earl  of  Mar,  in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  in  fiivor  of  Prince 
Charles  Edward,  the  young  pretender  to  the  throne  of  Gre\t  Britain. 
They  afterwards  availed  themselves  of  the  clemency  of  the  Government, 
which  was  satisfied  with  exacting  no  higher  penalty  at  that  time  than 
expatriation,  a  penalty  however  felt  more  keenly  by  the  Scotch,  with 
their  never-dying  love  for  their  native  land,  than  it  would  have  been  by 
the  people  of  other  countries.  Alexander,  the  grandfather  of  Judge 
Kirkpatrick,  accompanied  by  his  family,  turned  hi.s  back  sorrowfully 
upon  bonny  Scotland,  singing  as  he  departed,  Allan  Ramsay's  sad  fare- 
well song  of — 

"  Locbarber  no  more,  Locliarber  uo  more, 
We'll  may  be  return  to  Locharber  no  more."— 
and  migrated  to  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  they  remained  for  a  lew  yciiis, 
and  then  in  the  spring  of  173G,  sailed  for  America.  After  a  stormy 
voyage  of  thirteen  weeks,  the  vessel  reached  New  Castle,  Delaware,  the 
passengers  and  crew  being  nearly  starved,  l)y  rea«on  of  the  unexpected 
length  of  the  passage.  David,  the  son  of  Alexauiler.  who  was  then 
twelve  years  of  age,  speaking  of  this  to  a  grandson  in  after  years,  said  ; 
•'  The  first  thing  I  eat  after  I  got  ashore  was  corn,  in  the  state  wc  call 
roasting  ears,  and  without  roasting  or  boiling.  I  ate  it  fill  the  milk  of 
the  corn  ran  down  both  sides  of  my  mouth,  and  I  havt-  never  eaten  any- 
thing since  that  tasted  sweeter."' 

The  Kirkpatricks  crosse<Uhe  Delaware  at  Philadelphia,  and  wandered 
up  through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  was  partially  settled,  till 
they  reached  Bound  Brook,  and  from  that  they  went  over  the  mountain, 
Coming  to  a  spring  of  water,  at  what  has  since  been  called  "Mine 
Brook,"  they  halted,  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the  business  of  farm- 
ing. The  spot  was  well  chosen,  about  two  mllca  west  of  the  present 
site  of  Rasking-ridge,  in  Somerset  County. 
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It  embraces  the  southern  slope  of  Round  Mountain,  in  a  well  v/ooded 
region,  with  unfailing  springs  of  pure  water,  rich  meadow  land  through 
which  Mine  Brook  ran,  with  sufficient  fall  of  tvater  for  a  mill  seat,  and 
with  these  material  advantages  a  most  charming  and  picturesque  view 
of  the  adjacent  country.  The  material  advantages  and  lovely  prospect, 
however,  had  less  influence  on  the  decision  of  Alexander  Kirkpatrick  to 
settle  where  he  did,  than  the  circumstance  of  its  proximity  to  a  minister 
who  preached  the  word  of  truth  to  his  perfect  satisfaction.  He  thought 
less  of  his  daily  food  than  he  did  of  good  preaching  and  exposition  of 
the  Scripture,  as  set  forth  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lamb,  in  the  old  log 
church,  erected  by  a  small  band  of  Scotch  Presbyterians,  who  settled  at 
Basking  Ridge  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Alexander  Kirkpatrick 
died  in  1758,  having  lived  under  seven  different  reigns  of  Great  Britain, 
Charles  the  Second,  James  the  Second,  William  and  Mary,  William 
Anne,  George  the  First  and  George  the  Second.  The  sj^ring  of  water  is 
still  there,  marking  the  site  of  the  original  log  house,  and  until  within 
a  few  years  could  be  seen  the  remains  of  apple  trees  planted  Ijy  Alex- 
ander Kirkpatrick  and  his  three  sons.  This  improvement  many  of  the 
proprietory  leases  required.  In  a  lease  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
acres,  which  was  but  a  minor  portion  of  what  the  family  eventually  ob- 
tained by  title  and  fee  simple,  granted  Nov.  23,  1747,  to  Alexander 
Kirkpatrick,  he  .igrees  "  to  plant  an  orchard  of  at  least  one  apple  tree 
for  every  three  acres,  and  in  case  this  lease  shall  continue  beyond  three 
years,  then  to  plant  one  apj^le  tree  for  every  six  acres,  all  regular  in  an 
orchard,  and  to  keep  up  the  number  planted,  and  to  keep  the  orchard  in 
good  fence.'" 

David,  the  second  son  of  Alexander,  was  born  in  Dumfriesshire,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1724,  and  married  Mary  McEwen,  a  native  of  Argyleshire, 
who  with  her  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  shij)  in  which  the  Kirk- 
patricks  took  passage.  One  of  her  descendents  still  living,  remembers 
seeing  her  a  few  weeks  before  her  death,  which  took  place  at  Mine 
Brook,  November  2d,  1795,  and  also  remembers  how  tenderly  David, 
during  his  annual  visits  to  her  father,  the  Chief  Justice  would  take  her 
on  his  knee  and  say  in  his  broad  Scotch,  "  my  pretty  Mary,  my  pretty 
Mary,  may  you  but  fill  your  station  in  life  as  well  as  your  grandmother,  for 
whom  you  were  named,  did  her's,"  and  would  sing  to  her  and  her  sisters 
Francis  Sempell's  sweet  Scottish  song  of  Maggie  Lauder.  Her  husband's 
elder  brother  Andrew  inherited  the  homestead,  but  soon  after  the  death 
of  their  father,  sold  it  to  David,  and  remove  to  what  w-as  then  called 
"  the  Red  Stone  Country,"   in  other  words  to  Western   Pennsylvania? 
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wbere  his  dcsccndents  still  reside.  David  was  a  rigid  rrcsbytcriaa  of 
the  John  Knox  School,  and  described  by  those  who  knew  him,  as  strong- 
ly resembling  another  David,  the  David  Deans  of  Scott's  "  Heart  of  Mid 
Lothian. "  Plain  and  simple  in  his  habits,  of  strict  integrity  and  ster- 
ling common  sense,  he  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  self-reliance.  Wo 
have  an  exponent  of  what  he  was  in  the  Cue  substantial  stone  house 
which  he  built  at  Mine  Brook  one  hundred  and  five  years  ago,  with  its 
thick,  firm  walls  laid  in  mortar  almost  as  hard  now  as  the  gray  sand 
stone  itself,  and  with  floors  made  of  white  oak  inch  plank,  laid  double. 
The  old  stone  work  and  the  old  pointing,  look  nearly  as  fresh  as  on  the 
addition  recently  built  by  its  present  occupant.  With  proper  care,  the 
house  might  be  made  to  last  many  centuries.  On  a  stone  over  the  front 
door  (but  now  concealed  by  a  new  portico.)  arc  chiselled  D.  M.  K.,  1765, 
the  three  initial  letters  standing  for  David  and  Mary  Kirkpatrick.  The 
father  of  Judge  Kirkpatrick  lived  to  enter  his  ninety-first  year,  educated 
with  a  view  to  his  entering  the  ministry  one  son  at  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  knew  of  at  least  six  grand-sons  who  were  liberally  educated,  and 
at  his  death  in  1814,  left  a  numerous  posterity  to  bless  his  memory.  Al- 
though he  lived  two  miles  from  the  church  at  Basking  Ridge,  he  always 
preferred  to  walk,  while  the  family  rode,  and  when  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  although  he  would  commence  the  journey  on  horse-back,  he 
soon  dismounted  and  leading  his  horse  walked  the  remainder  of  the  way 
to  Trenton.  In  his  last  will  executed  thirteen  years  before  his  death,  he 
says :  "  I,  David  Kirkpatrick,  having  arrived  at  a  good  old  age,  and 
being  desirous  of  arranging  and  settling  my  worldly  affairs,  and  direct- 
ing how  the  property  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  reward  my 
labors,  should  be  disposed  of  after  my  death,  etc.,"  and  concludes,  "And 
now  having  disclosed  of  all  my  worldly  concerns,  I  humbly  commit  my 
soul  to  God,  my  Heavenly  Father,  in  an  humble  hope  that  through  the 
intercession  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  I  shall  be  raised 
again  at  the  last  day  in  glory  everlasting."  Both  as  to  the  great  con- 
cerns of  eternity  and  the  things  of  time,  he  seems  to  have  acted  in  the 
spirit  of  the  short  end  comprehensive  motto  of  the  Kirkpatricks,  so  well 
adapted  to  every  situation  and  condition  of  life — "  I  mak  sickee."  "  I 
make  sure.'  He  was  buried  in  a  coffin  made  from  the  wood  of  a  walnut 
tree  planted  by  him  in  Ijoyhood,  and  which  he  caused  to  be  cut  down  a 
few  years  before  his  death  and  kept  for  that  jjurpose.  Several  tables 
were  made  from  it  which  are  still  in  the  2)u!:ses3ion  of  his  descendants, 
on  one  of  which  this  brief  memorial  was  written. 

Andrew,  the  third  son  of  David  Kirkpatrick  and  Mary  SIcEwcn,  wa? 
11 
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born  at  Mine  Brook,  February  17th,  1756,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  the 
ptone  house  ah'eady  described.      He  received  the  best  education  the 
times  afforded,  graduating  in  the  College  at  Princeton,  (an  institution 
which  has  sent  forth  many  illustrious  men,  including  his  friends  and 
cotemporaries,  James  Madison,  Richard  Stockton  and  John  Henry  Ho- 
bart),  in  177C  while  the  celebrated  Dr.  Witherspoon,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  its  President     There  were  in 
those  early  days  no  railroads  or  steamboats,  nor  even   stage  coaches  (o 
carry  young  men  to  College,  and  young  Kirkpatrick,  like  Ihe  majority 
of  the  students,  walked  to  and  fro  between  Mine  Brook  and  Princeton, 
carrying  his  home-made  and  home-spun  clothing  in  a  small  knapsack. 
The  early  College  records  are  not  in  existence,  having  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  but  we  cannot   doubt  that  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  graduated   with 
nonor,  if  not  indeed  with  distinction.      Uis  only  surviving  child  has  no 
recollectiou  that  he  ever  in  the  family  circle  referred  to  his  College  stand- 
ing, the  only  allusions  to  his  College  days  that  I  have  met,  are  contained 
in  Prof  Geyer's  History  of  the  Cliosoijhic  Society.     He  says,  "  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  of  the  Class   of  17T.J,  a  student  in  the  office  of  "William 
Paterson,  and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey, 
then  Chief-Justice  for  twenty-one  years,  the  dean  ideal  of  a  Minister  of 
Justice,  whose  name  Avill  always  be  consijicuous  ia  the  juridical  annals 
of  his  State — in  1835  gives  this  testimony  ;  '  Few  things  could  give  mc 
greater  gratification  than  to  be  present  with  you  and  to  see  the  Society 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  after  the  lapse  of  fifty  years  from  the  time  I 
left  it.     The  recollection  of  the  happy  hours  I  have  spent  in  the  Clio- 
Bophic  Hall,  and  of  the  early  friendships  there  formed,  the  recollection 
too  of  tlie  first  spring  it  gave  to  my  feeble  powers  in  the  pursuit  of  lit- 
erature and  science,  and  of  the  prosi)ects  it  opened — the  liopes  it  inspir- 
ed for  future  life,  and  indeed,  like  thememory  of  joys  that  are  2yast,  soothing 
and  melancholy  to  the  soul.     When  I  look  over  the  catalogue,  I  find  that 
the  members  of  that  day  are  almost  all  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb. 
The  friendships  then  formed,  however,  though  swallowed   up  in  death, 
are  not  extinct,  but  scaled  for  immortality.     They  soon  Aveut  forth  ujjon 
the  stage  of  life,  played  their  several  parts,  a  few   of  them  badly,  most 
of  them  well,  and  some  with  great  applause,  and  then  passed  away  and 
arc  gone  forever.     In  this  retros^pect,  and  it  is  a  retrospect  which  I  often 
delight  to  take,  I  have  traced  the  paths  my  friends  have  trodden,  and 
if  I  have  attained  to  any  one  truth,  it  is  this,  that  classical  learning  is  the 
road  to  pre-eminence  and  distinction  in  all  the  liberal  2'>ursiats  oflife.''^ 
Returning  to  his  birth-place  after  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Arts  in  1775,  and  having  been  educated  with  a  sijecial  view  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  Dutch  Presbyterian  Church,  (his  father  designing  him  for 
the  clerical  profession,)  lie  commenced  theological  studies  with  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Kennedy,  a  celebrated  Dutch  divine  settled  at  Basking  Ridge. 
Six  months  study  satisfied  him  that  the  ministry  was  not  agreeable  to 
his  taste,  and  he  determined  to  relinquish  it  for  the  law.  Young  Kirk- 
patrick  exhibited  on  this  critical  occasion  an  evidence  of  that  dotermin- 
cd  spirit  which  was  destined  to  carry  him  through  more  than  ordinary 
difficulties,  to  the  highest  professional  eminence.  lie  was  informed  that 
the  step  he  contemplated  could  only  Ite  taken  at  the  expense  of  his 
father's  favor,  and  the  pecuniary  support  wliich  had  been  most  liberally 
extended  to  him.  His  resolution,  however,  had  been  deliberately  taken, 
and  notwithstanding  the  veneration  not  unmixed  with  awe,  with  which 
he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  injunction  of  a  parent, 
who  appears  to  have  united  a  real  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  his 
son,  with  great  inflexibility  of  opinion  and  sternness  of  character,  he 
hesitated  not,  on  this  important  occasion,  which  involved  the  destinies 
of  his  life,  to  forfeit  even  his  father's  countenance  and  protection,  and  to 
enter  upon  his  favorite  pursuit,  relying  for  subsistence  upon  his  own  ex- 
traordinary and  unaided  exertions.  "When  he  thus  gave  a  death-blow 
to  his  father's  hopes,  and  was  in  consequence  driven  from  the  parental 
roof  absolutely  penniless,  he  would  have  been  in  a  sad  dilemma,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  kind  and  loving  mother's  bounty,  who  presented  him  with 
all  her  little  hoard  of  ready  money,  but  a  few  pieces  of  gold,  as  she 
with  many  t«virs  saw  him,  her  handsome  sen,  the  pride  of  her  heart,  de- 
part to  carve  out  unaided,  his  own  career  in  the  world.  The  usual  re- 
sources of  young  men  in  such  circumstances,  presented  itself  to  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  when  in  his  twentj'-first  year,  and  he  became  a  tutor  in  the 
Taliferro  family  of  Virginia,  subsequently  residing  for  a  year  as  a  tutor 
in  a  gentleman's  family  at  Esopus,  Ulster  County,  New  York.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Xcw  Brunswick,  the  oldest  town  in  the  State,  and 
opened  a  boy's  school.  While  thus  occupied,  as  well  as  during  the  time 
he  acted  as  a  tutor,  he  pursued  with  diligence  in  his  leisure  hours,  the 
study  of  the  law,  and  soon  after  abandoned  the  school  and  school  teach- 
ing to  enter  the  office  of  William  Paterson,  one  of  the  first  lawyers  of 
his  day.  It  was  of  this  gentleman  that  Moses  Guest,  New  Brunswick's 
earliest  poet,  and  a  friend  of  the  subject  of  this  paper,  wrote  July  4lli, 
1791  in  seeing  the  Governor  in  his  barge,  which  was  elegantly  decorated 
with  laurel  and  a  variety  of  the  most  luantifiil  flowers,  and  rowed  by 
twelve  men  all  <lro.sscd  in  white  : 
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"  On  Rari tan's  smooth,  gliding  stream  we  view, 
With  pleasure  view,  the  man  whom  we  admire, 
On  this  auspicious  day  with  laurel  crowned. 
How  gracefully  the  honored  barge  moves  on  I 
See  Neptune's  sons  all  clad  in  white 
Timing  their  oars  to  the  melodcous  flutes  ! 

■.i    *    *    Not  Cleopatra's  celebrated  barge. 
When  she,  full  armed  with  each  bewitching  charm 
A  tyrant  bound  in  the  sweet  chains  of  love, 
More  elegant  or  pleasing  could  appear, 
Nor  did  contain  a  jewel  of  such  worth. 
Not  freighted  with  a  proud,  intriguing  Queen— 
She  nobly  bears  New  Jersey's  favorite  son, 
Our  guardian  chief,  our  friend,  a  Paieyso7i.'''' 

Completing  his  legal  studies  ia  the  office  of  Judge  Paterson,  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1785,  where  talents  of  a  high 
order,  aided  by  the  energy  of  his  character  and  the  most  persevering 
industry,  soon  obtained  for  him  a  lucrative  practice  in  Morristown,  to 
which  place  he  removed  from  New  Brunswick.  While  practicing  his 
profession  in  Morristown  and  residing  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Este,  the 
young  lawyer  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  destruction  by  fire,  in  the 
Autumn  of  1787,  of  all  his  law  books.  They  were  not  many,  but  their 
loss  was  a  grievous  loss  to  him,  with  his  then  limited  means.  Returning 
to  New  Brunswick,  he  was  successful  in  obtaining  a  lucrative  practice, 
and  was  soon  enabled  to  replace  the  volumes  which  had  been  destroyed. 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick's  remarkable  success  in  gaining  business  was  in 
good  part  the  result  of  his  untiring  industry.  He  was  well  aware  that 
there  are  no  royal  roads  to  learning,  and  he  practiced  the  brave  and 
noble  exhortation  which  he  often  ijreached  ia  later  years  to  his  sons  and 
other  young  friends,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
all  thy  might."  Another  favorite  maxim  with  him  was  that,  "  What- 
soever was  worth  doing  at  all,  was  worth  doing  loelV^ 

The  estimation  in  which  the  successful  young  lawyer  was  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens  was  shown  by  his  being  elected  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  1797.  He  sat  with  that  body  during  its  first  session  ; 
but  on  the  seventeenth  of  January  he  resigned  his  seat,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  a  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Six  years  later  he  was 
advanced  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  as  successor  to  the 
Hon.  James  Kinsey.  He  was  twice  re-elected,  holding  the  high  and 
honorable  position  for  twenty-one  years.  '*  He  was  the  heaii  ideal,''''  says 
Aaron  Ogden  Dayton  in  an  address  delivered  in  1839,  "of  a  minister 
of  justice.  No  powdered  wig  or  ermined  robe  was  required  to  excite 
reverence  for  the  bench  on  which  he  presided.  His  snow-white  hair, 
his   clear,  florid   complexion,  his   dark,  lustrous   eye,  his   strong   but 


SKETCH   OF   THE   LIFE   OF   AKDUEW   TCIRKPATRICK.  b'» 

delicate)}'  chiselled  ieaturcs,  the  exiiressiou  of  gravity  and  firmness, 
blended  with  a  placid  sweetness  in  his  countenance,  his  imposing  form 
and  the  easy,  graceful  dignity  with  ■\\iuch  he  discharged  his  judicial 
duties,  arrested  the  attention  of  the  most  ignorant  and  thoughtless,  and 
inspired  the  beholder  with  a  respect  approaching  to  awe.  Ilia  enuncia- 
tion was  slow  and  distinct,  his  voice  full  and  musical,  and  his  opinion?, 
when  not  previously  prepared,  were  delivered  with  fluency  and  clear- 
ness; when  written,  the  language  in  Avhich  they  were  clothed  was 
marked  by  great  purity  and  precision.  But  it  was  not  only  in  the 
external  qualities  of  a  judge,  important  as  they  arc,  that  he  excelled. 
He  was  a  learned,  and  in  regard  to  real-estate,  a  profoundly  learned 
lawyer.  It  is  said  by  the  late  Charles  Butler,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
jurists  of  his  day,  that  he  is  the  best  lawyer,  and  will  succeed  best  in 
his  profession,  who  best  understands  Coke  upon  Lyttleton.  Few  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  have  studied  those  great  writers  more  diligently  or 
comprehended  their  works  more  thoroughly  than  the  late  Chief  Justice 
of  whom  I  am  speaking,  and  upon  many  of  the  diflficult  questions 
respecting  title  to  land  which  came  before  him  for  adjudication  in  the 
course  of  his  long  ofucial  career,  his  opinions  exhibit  a  depth  of  research, 
a  familiarity  with  leading  principles,  a  clearness  of  comprehension, 
a  power  of  discrimination  and  a  justness  of  reasoning,  which,  upon  such 
questions,  secured  him  the  particular  confidence  of  the  bar,  and  entitled 
him  to  rank  among  the  first  American  jurists.  His  mind  was  not  rapid, 
but  it  was  uncommonly  exact,  and  the  want  of  quickness  was  carefully 
supplied  by  unwearying  application  to  the  object  of  research.  His 
frequent  re-election  to  the  bench  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  State,  unaffected  by  the  mutations  of  party,  sets  the  seal  of  public 
opinion  to  his  impartial  administration  of  justice,  the  general  integrity 
of  his  character  and  the  ability  with  which  his  duties  were  pei formed." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick's  fame  as  a  judge,  the  character  of  his  mind, 
his  powers  of  reasoning,  his  legal  acumen  and  varied  and  extensive 
attainments  can  best  l)c  gathered  from  an  examination  of  his  learned 
and  elaborate  opinions  contained  in  Pennington's,  Southard's  and  the 
first  three  volumes  of  Halsted's  reports  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  New 
Jersey.  Many  of  his  judicial  opinions,  such  as  the  decision  made  in 
the  case  of  Arnold  against  Miuid}',  are  among  the  most  imjiortant  ever 
made  In  the  State. 

The  contemporaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  Iimvu,  in  course,  all  passed 
away,  anil  there  arc,  comparatively,  few  now  living  who  have  any  per- 
sonal recollections  of  him  as  au  Associate  .ludge,  or  even  ns  the  presiding 
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Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Ilisncpliew,  Hon.  D.  K.  Este,  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  son-in-law  of  President  Harrison,  MTites  :  "  From  mj^  boyhood 
all  my  recollections  of  the  Chief  Justice  are  most  respectful,  favorable 
and  affectionate.  On  my  way  to  and  from  Princeton  College,  I  was 
always  kindly  received  and  entertained,  and  had  the  great  benefit  of 
his  friendly  advice.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1809,  a  few  days 
before  I  left  my  father's  house  for  the  West,  I  called  to  bid  my  uncle 
good-bye.  When  I  stated  to  him  that  I  intended  to  practice  law  in 
Ohio,  he  said  if  Iliad  determined  to  go,  he  would  give  me  letters  of 
introduction,  and  he  did,  saying,  when  he  handed  them  to  me,  as  a 
young  lawyer  going  to  a  new  country,  when  you  commence  the  practice 
of  the  law,  be  the  first  man  in  the  court-room  and  the  last  to  leave  it, 
and  never  accept  of  an  office  till  you  are  able  to  live  without  it." 

Chancellor  Halsted,  in  writing  to  me,  says :  "  Judge  Kirkpatrick 
was  Chief  Justice  when  I  and  five  others  were  examined  for  license  in 
1814  before  him  and  the  other  Judges  of  the  Sujireme  Court  and  bar. 
I  well  remember  that,  after  announcing  our  admission,  the  Chief  Justice 
made  a  few  remarks  to  us  io  which  he  im^jressed  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinued study,  and  said,  in  substance,  that  if  we  would  set  apart  three 
hours  a  day  to  reading  law  for  three  years,  that  we  would  make  lawyers. 
I  saw  him  often  afterward  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Tren- 
ton and  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Newark.  I  have  argued  before  him  in 
both  courts.  I  have  often  sat  at  a  dhiner  tal)le  of  the  bench  and  bar  at 
Newark  with  him  ;  but  I  was  too  young  to  be  very  near  him  while 
there  were  so  many  old  and  distinguished  counsel  at  the  table.  I  only 
knew  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  as  Chief  Justice,  not  in  social  life,  but  as  one 
holding  a  jiositiou  so  far  above  me,  as  to  l)e  beyond  even  my  ambition. 
•His  personal  appearance,  the  majesty  of  his  countenencc,  and  the  dignity 
with  which  he  presided  on  the  bench  were  so  striking  that  to  this  day, 
the  impression  made  on  my  mind  still  remains,  that  he  was  the  most 
splendid  judicial  representation  of  the  jus 'bonnvique  of  Sallust  T  have 
ever  seen." 

Another  E.\-Chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  writes  : 
"  The  bar  of  the  present  day  know  very  little  of  the  life  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Kirkpatrick,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  judicial  officers. 
Traditions,  indeed,  are  rife  among  the  profession  of  his  judicial  dig- 
nity, of  his  commanding  appearance  and  manly  beauty,  of  his  caustic 
severity,  of  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  common-law  learning,  of  his 
contempt  for  pretention  and  ignorance;  but  here  our  information 
ends." 
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i\n  honored  citizen  of  Newark  w  lio  lias  well  represented  our  country 
abroad,  Hon.  William  B,  Kinney,  writes  to  me  from  Florida:  "My 
present  recollections  of  the  Chief  Justice  arc  those  of  a  boy  law-student, 
who  was  deeply  impressed  by  liis  manly  beauty  and  grace,  his  imposing 
bearing  on  the  bench,  and  his  fine  Orccian  head  and  bust,  among  the 
finest  I  have  seen  among  living  men.  I  was  too  young  to  appreciate 
his  higher  qualities  as  a  civilian." 

Judge  Elmer,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  bar  of  New  Jersey, 
^n  practice  for  many  years  while  the  Chief  Justice  was  on  the  bench, 
informs  me  that  he  was  the  best  looking  and  fairest  presiding  oflicer 
that  he  ever  saw  in  a  court,  and  that  the  judge  told  him  that  he  had 
never  known  what  it  was  to  be  sick,  not  even  from  a  head-ache.  '•  It  was 
the  custom  thou,"  adds  Judge  Elmer,  "for  the  judges  going  'die  cir- 
cuits to  be  entertained  by  some  menilier  of  the  bar  or  other  person,  their 
y;ilarii.s  being  small.  On  two  occasions  the  Chief  Justice  took  up  hi.s 
quarters  with  me  at  Bridgcton.  At  the  time  of  his  first  visit  in  June. 
1821.  tight  or  ten  judges  and  justices  dined  together  at  the  public 
house.  It  had  hapi^cned  a  few  days  previous  that  a  suit  had  been 
tried  before  a  hard-mouthed  justice,  present  at  the  table,  when  the  law- 
yers engaged  in  the  case  got  angry.  The  justice  tried  to  stop  them  in 
vain  ;  at  last  he  cried  out :  "  Stop  ;  I  give  judgment  for  the  plaintifT, 
and  may  you  all  go  to  hell  together."  This  story  was  told  to  Chief 
Justice  Kirkpatrick  at  the  table.  After  listening  to  its  recital,  he 
turned  round  very  gravely  to  the  justice,  who  s.at  near  him,  and  said  in 
his  digniQed  manner:  "My  dear  Sir,  however  correct  the  first  part  of 
your  judgment  was,  I  think,  in  compassion  to  the  parties  and  lawyers, 
wc  shall  have  to  reverse  the  concluding  paragraph." 

'■  I  may  in  this  connection  relate  another  incident.  On  one  occasion 
tlic  judge,  Avho  i)iided  him.'-elf  on  his  jninctuality,  was  delayed  by  his 
horse  throwing  a  shoe,  and  was  compelled  by  the  time  lost  in  having  it 
replaced,  to  drive  fast  in  order  to  arrive  at  his  destination  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  court  to  open.  Overtaking  another  vehicle  contain- 
ing two  persons,  going  slowly  in  the  same  direction,  he  courteously 
reijuested  them  to  permit  him  to  pass  as  he  was  in  haste,  but  when  he 
attempted  to  go  by  they  obstructed  the  way,  and,  with  a  dog-in-the- 
manger  spirit,  would  neither  hasten  on  themselves,  nor  permit  the  judge 
to  do  so.  The  result  was  that  he  arrived  half  and  hour  late.  After 
the  court  had  been  duly  opened,  the  judge  describing  to  the  sherill'  the 
men  who  had  impeded  his  progress  in  the  highway,  directed  him  to 
cause  their  arrest.    The  culprits  were  soon  found  and  brought  before 
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the  court  where,  for  the  first,  they  recogaized  with  fear  aud  trembling 
the  Chief  Justice,  who  administered  a  severe  rebuke,  aud  imposed  a 
heavy  line  uiDon  them  for  impeding  his  path,  and  thereby  delaying  the 
opening  of  the  court  and  the  administration  of  justice. 

"  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick,  who  was  a  firm  believer  in  capital  punish- 
ment and  the  whipping-post,  and  had  little  faith  in  confining  criminals 
in  State  Prisons,  from  which  they  might  be  pardoned  out,  used  to 
remark,  "  that  there  were  but  three  ways  of  punishing—'  by  the  necl-:, 
lack  and^wci'cf,'  aud,  in  passing  a  iudgment  on  a  criminal,  would  say  : 
'  And  this  is  the  wages  of  sin.'  " 

Andrew  Kiikpatrick  was  superseded  ns  Chief  Justice  by  the  Legisla- 
ture appoiutiug  a  successor  in  182i.  It  was  done  so  secretly  that 
neither  the  judge  nor  his  troops  of  friends  and  admirers  had  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  such  a  proceeding  till  the  act  was  consummated.  Had 
they  known  aught  of  the  movement,  his  friends  were  so  numerous,  so 
respectable  and  so  powerful,  including  prominent  men  of  both  ijarties, 
that  they  would  doubtless  have  been  successful  in  preventing  it.  The 
judge  who  Avas  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  if  not, 
indeed,  actually  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  against  whom  there  had  never 
been  a  breath  of  reproach,  felt  deeply  hurt  at  his  uncalled-for  removal, 
as  well  as  the  secret  manner  in  which  it  had  been  effected. 

Having  now  l)riefly  followed  the  official  career  of  Andrew  Kirkpatrick 
to  its  close,  I  will  trespass  a  little  longer  on  your  time  aud  patienco 
while  I  retrace  my  steps  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  few  allusions  to 
his  home  life  and  habits,  and  laying  before  you  extracts  from  his  private 
correspondence. 

In  the  year  1792  ho  married  Jane  Bayard,  the  beautiful  daughter  of 
Col.  John  Bayard  of  the  Kcvolutiouary  army,  speaker  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature  in  1785,  a  member  of  the  old  Congress  which  met  in 
New  York,  who  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  New  Brunswick  four 
years  previous  to  his  daughter's  marriage.  The  people  there  showed 
their  appreciation  of  Col.  Bayard  by  elevating  him  to  the  several  offices 
of  Mayor  of  the  city,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  ruling  elder  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  portrait  now  hangs  by  the  side  of  his 
distinguished  son-in-law  in  the  picture  gallery  of  Princeton  College. 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick  and  Jane  Bayard  were  called  the  handsomest 
couple  in  New  Brunswick,  which  we  can  easily  believe  in  looking  at 
their  portraits,  taken  in  middle-life,  and  also  when  they  had  fallen  into 
the  sere  and  yellow  leaf. 

Like  many  other  distinguished  lawyers,  such  as  Lord  Thurlow,  Sir 
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William  Jones,  and  Blackstone,  Andrew  Kiikpatrick   appears   in  early 

life,  both  before  and  after  his  marriage,  to  have  been  addicted  to  peotry. 

In  1791,  after  reading  Beattie's  Minstrel,  he  wrote  : — 

"  Thus  little  Edwin,  melancholy  wight 

To  rocks,  and  woods,  and  wilds,  and  murmuring  streams 

Full  oft  his  plaintive  ditty  did  recite 

In  dreary  cave.    Nor  dared  the  cheerful  scenes 

Of  man  restored,  nor  converse  sweet,  but  weens 

That  man  was  made  for  woe.     Mistaken  Elf! 

And  to  appease  the  wrath  divine,  he  dreams 

His  life  away.     And  in  contemning  pelf 

Repines  at  human  nature  and  contemns  himself. 

Ah  !  night-bewildered  bard !  more  wise  than  man  ! 

Not  with  the  lot  to  man  assigned  content ! 

Canst  thou  correct  Eternal  Wisdom's  plan  ? 

Or  please  by  works  for  mortals  never  meant  ? 

Or  hop'st  for  joys  to  mortals  never  sent  ? 

AvauntI  nor  dare  Heaven's  wondrous  works  to  scan, 

Nor  chide  His  goodness  with  thy  vain  complaint. 

Eternal  wisdom  since  the  world  began 

Beheld  and  saw  it  best  that  man  should  be  but  man." 

Like  the  great  lawyers  alluded  to,  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  had  the 
resolution  to  abandon  the  Muses,  and  to  cast  off  ''  the  Delilah's  of  the 
imagination,"  when  embarked  on  a  more  faithful  vocation. 

On  the  first  day  of  November,  1803,  the  Chief  Justice  writes  in  a 
diary,  kept  by  the  female  members  of  the  household:  "This  is  the 
anniversary  of  our  marriage  and  closes  the  eleventh  year.  As  usual,  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  several  of  our  friends.  Besides 
those  in  town,  we,  had  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Tennant.  How  small  is  the  possibility  that  we  shall  over  again 
meet  together  in  this  world  1" 

In  the  year  following  he  writes  to  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  then  on  a  visit  to 
friends  in  Washington :  "lam  happy  to  hear  that  you  got  through 
your  journey  so  comfortably  and  without  auy  accident.  As  to  the 
fatigue,  that  I  hope  will  be  amply  compensated  by  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
your  friends  and  all  the  great  people  of  Washington  ;  for,  however  you 
may  think  of  them  in  a  difl'crent  situation,  now  that  they  are  the  rulers 
of  the  nation,  their  acquaintance  will  be  interesting.  Names,  in  spite 
of  all  our  philosophj-,  will  have  a  powerful  effect  on  the  mind.  Mrs. 
Madison,  the  wife  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  quite  a  different  being 
from  Dolly  Paine  in  her  mother's  boarding  house,  or  Dolly  Todd,  the 
wife  of  an  obscure  Scotch  attorney  in  one  of  the  alleys  of  Philadelphia. 
I  do  not,  however,  in  the  least,  wish  to  detract  from  worth  because  she 
has  risen  from  low  estate.     I  have  a  thou'^and  reasons  to  prevent  me 
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from  doing  tliis,  and  especially  the  instruction  of  the  wise  man,  who 
says  that  kings  walk  on  foot  while  beggars  ride  on  horses.  Indeed  it 
requires  but  little  observation  to  see  that  worth  frequently  dwells  in 
obscurity.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  wishes  that  I  should  participate 
in  the  pleasure  of  your  new  acquaintances;  I,  however,  have  no  wish  on 
the  occasion,  having  learned  long  ago  that  great  men  are  great  at  a 
distance  only,  and  that  when  you  approach  them,  they  generally 
dwindle  down  into  common  size.  The  President  himself,  I  confess,  I 
have  a  great  desire  to  see  ;  for  although  it  is  fashionable  to  detract  from 
the  real  merit  of  men  high  in  office,  who  do  not  go  just  as  we  would 
have  them,  and  although  I  think  iie  is  greatly  to  be  censured  for  many 
things  which  he  has  done,  both  in  acquiring  and  managing  the  presi- 
dency, yet  he  has  always  appeared  and  still  appears  to  me  to  be  a  man 
of  distinguished  talents,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an  honest  zeal  for  the 
public  good.  And,  though  he  should  suppose  that  this  good  can  be 
best  promoted  by  having  the  administration  in  his  own  hands,  and 
should  he  guilty  of  some  aberrations  from  right  to  x^i'eserve  and  main- 
tain the  administration,  yet  in  this  how  does  he  differ  from  those  who 
oppose  him  ?     I  believe  not  much." 

In  another  paragraj)h  of  the  same  letter  he  gives  a  picture  of  the 
primitive  mode  of  travel  between  New  York  and  New  Brunswick  sixty- 
six  years  ago.  "  I  have  called  to  congratulate  Mr.  Scott  on  his  marriage. 
Mr  Scott,  I  may  add,  is  still  living].  The  family  chartered  a  sloop 
1  ast  week  for  New  York,  and  on  Friday  returned  with  the  Ijride  and 
bride-groom  to  the  no  small  joy  of  all  concerned.  I  saw  the  bride  in 
church  yesterday  ;  1)ut  as  she  was  veiled,  I  could  not  discern  her  coun- 
tenance." 

A  week  later  he  writes  to  his  wife :  "  On  Friday  I  was  asked  to 
dine  with  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  at  Mr.  Smith's. 
Yie  had  a  pleasant  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garnet,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stone,  and  what  added  most  to  the  satisftiction  of  all,  just  as  we  were 
sitting  down  to  dinner  Judge  Paterson  came  in.  He  looks  better  than 
when  he  kit  Brunswick.  Yesterday  I  dined  at  Judge  Paterson's. 
They  had  no  other  company  except  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  your 
.orother  John.  Mr.  McCormick  and  Mr.  Cooper  of  New  York,  came  in 
and  took  a  S7iad;  of  the  fragments.  They  all  drank  tea  with  us,  and, 
wonderful  to  tell,  so  did  Mrs.  White  and  Miss  Ellis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boggs  were  also  of  the  party.  So  you  see  that  home  or  abroad  we  still 
go  on,  eating  and  drinking,  and  being  visited,  for  this  is  the  course  of 
the  world.     I  have  been  consideralily  engaged  during  the  last  week  in 
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court,  aiul,  although  I  do  not  frc«iueutly  trouble  you  with  my  judicial 
conccrus,  a  circumstance  has  occurred  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
because  one  of  my  friends  is  most  concerned  in  it.  The  famous  John 
Smith  went  before  the  Grand  Juiy  and  entered  a  complaint  on  oath 
ai^ainst  ^llr.  Boggs  for  stealing  an  umbrella.  ITah  !  ]\Ir.  Boggs  charged 
with  stealing  !  Well !  the  Grand  Jury,  not  easily  gulled  by  the  oath  of 
such  a  fellow,  carefully  investigated  the  case,  examined  a  number  of 
witnesses  who  were  i)rescnt  at  the  transaction  complained  of,  and,  after 
full  deliberation  by  unanimous  vote,  indicted  the  accuser  himself  of 
perjury,  who,  for  want  of  bail,  is  now  confined  in  the  county  jail  on 
that  account.  Surely  he  that  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall  into  the  pit  which 
his  own  hands  have  digged."  '•=  ^^        "*= 

"I  am  totally  unable  to  form  any  judgment  about  the  most  safe  and 
easy  way  of  returning  from  AVashington.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
heat  of  summer,  the  cabin  of  a  boat,  with  all  the  bilge  water  about  it, 
must  to  you  be  altogether  insupportable.  Besides  I  think  it  was  your 
friend  Dr.  Johnson  who  said,  he  would  never  go  by  water  when  he 
could  go  by  land.  But  of  this  we  will  have  an  opj^ortunity  of  saying 
more  before  you  arc  ready  to  adopt  either  one  mode  or  another." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  New  York,  where  ho 
was  acquainted  with  the  leading  men  of  the  bench  and  bar  by  many 
of  whom  he  was  often  strongly  urged  to  remove  to  that  city,  as  olVering 
a  better  and  wider  field  for  his  advancement;  but  he  was  too  much 
attached  to  his  native  State  to  leave,  and  declined  to  accept  any  of  the 
many  inducements  held  forth  to  him  to  make  the  change  from  Xew 
Brunswick  to  New  York.  In  his  journeys  between  New  Brunswick  and 
New  York,  he  generally  proceeded  by  land  in  his  own  carriage,  stopping 
to  dine  at  Elizabethtown,  noted  in  those  days,  as  Irving  tells  us,  for  its 
fine  girls  and  vile  rausquitoes,  or  more  often  at  the  celebrated  Newark 
Inn  where  Archy  Gifiord,  arrayed  in  his  famous  green  coat,  attended 
to  the  wants  of  his  distinguished  fiiend,  the  Chief  Justice. 

Sometimes  the  journey  was  made  by  water,  occupying  from  thirty 
to  forty  hours.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  1817,  he  writes  to  Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick  from  New  York  :  "  You  no  doubt  looked  for  a  letter  on 
Saturday  night,  but  you  should  have  rememijeaed  that  those  who  travel 
l)y  water  must  wait  for  wind  and  tide.  Instead  of  seeing  New  York  on 
the  day  I  left  you,  wc  fioated  with  the  tide  only  till  12  o'clock,  and  then 
grounded  safely  on  what  is  called  the  middle  ground,  where  we  lay  in 
a  perfect  calm  and  surrounded  by  a  thick  fog  until  si.v  the  ne.Kt  morning. 
After  getting   under  icay^  as  the  sailors  say,  we  had  a  pleasant,  gentle 
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sail  till  we  got  within  about  four  miles  of  our  destination.  Then  again 
we  were  taught  to  know  that  our  masters,  wind  and  tide,  were  against 
us  and  we  were  obliged  to  cast  anchor  and  lie  in  view  of  the  city  a 
considerable  time.  At  length,  about  sundown,  avc  arrived  at  the  dock 
after  a  passage  of  thirty-two  hours."  From  Bridgeton,  in  June,  1821, 
the  Chief  Justice  writes  to  his  wife  ;  "  You  see  I  am  again  at  Bridge- 
ton,  from  whence  you  last  heard  from  me.  My  friend  Mr.  Elmer,  a 
gentleman  of  the  bar,  gave  me  a  place  in  his  carriage,  that  is  in  a  West 
Jersey  wagon  which  has  neither  springs  nor  sjiring  seats,  but  which  in 
this  sandy  county  notwithstanding,  does  very  well.  The  distance  is 
about  forty  miles  and  we  accomplished  it  in  a  day,  giving  ourselves 
plenty  of  time  to  rest  and  be  refreshed.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  Court 
House  I  was  waited  on  by  a  Major  Holmes  and  invited  to  his  house, 
which  invitation  I  very  cheerfully  accepted,  not  being  over  pleased  with 
the  a])pearance  of  things  at  the  tavern.  This  is  the  same  gentleman  at 
whose  house  I  staid  when  I  was  before  in  that  county.  He  is  a  plain 
man,  but  very  hospitable,  and  has  everything  very  neat  and  good. 
His  whole  family  consists  of  himself  and  one  daughter,  and,  I  believe, 
two  servants.  But,  though  pleasantly  enough  situated,  my  stay  was 
not  long.  The  whole  time  which  I  spent  in  court,  I  believe  did  not 
exceed  thirty  minutes.  The  court  adjourned  on  the  afternoon  of  Tues- 
day, the  same  day  it  met,  and  in  the  evening  I  went  down  with  a  new 
acquaintance  to  Cape  Island,  about  thirteen  miles.  We  reached  that 
place  about  8  o'clock,  and  I  retired  pretty  early  with  a  view  to  rising- 
next  morning  in  time  to  see  the  sun  rise  from  the  ocean,  and  I  accord- 
ingly rose  at  the  dawn  of  day  and  walked  down  to  the  beach;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  horizon  became  covered  with  clouds,  so  I  lost  my 
anticipated  pleasure  and  returned  very  much  disappointed.  Mr.  Elmer 
came  down  to  breakfast  intending  to  return  immediately  and  proceed 
on  our  way  home ;  but  as  the  day  was  very  fine,  the  ocean  to  me  a 
novel,  grand  and  ever-varying  object,  and  especially  as  they  were  just 
preparing  a  new  kind  of  fishery,  that  is  a  fishery  for  porpuses  which 
had  never  been  taken  there  before,  and  of  whose  skins  they  expect  to 
make  leather,  and  of  their  blubber,  oil,  I  persuaded  him  to  stay,  to 
which,  having  no  less  curiosity  than  myself,  he  readily  consented.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  first  attempt  upon  the  porpuses  and  al! 
the  ecstasy  of  their  success.  Bony  could  not  have  been  more  elated 
with  the  caj)ture  of  a  citadel,  than  they  were  witli  the  capture  of  ten 
of  these_fish.  We  spent  the  day  very  pleasantly,  returned  to  the  Court 
House  in  the  evening,  and  the  next  day,  that  is  on  Thursday,  returned 
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to  this  place.  Gen.  Giles,  whom  I  met  at  C'uiie  IMay,  gave  me  a  very 
iViendly  invitation  to  his  house,  where  I  have  been  since  my  return. 
Nobody  can  be  more  attentive,  more  polite  and  more  friendly  than 
Mrs.  G.  She  is  indeed  an  excellent  woraau.  Our  court  here  continues 
to-morrow,  but  from  all  the  information  I  can  collect,  will  last  but  a  day 
or  two,  after  which  I  shall  take  my  course  to  Salem,  about  eighty  miles, 
for  which  journey  I  have  the  offer  of  several  gentlemen  to  accompany  mo 
and  take  me  in  their  carriage,  so  that  yoii  sec  I  meet  with  great  atten- 
tion and  respect  in  foreign  countries.  My  jaunt  hitherto  has  indeed 
been  a  very  delightful  one,  the  conveyances  ready,  easy  and  convenient, 
and  everybody  respectful  and  polite  in  the  highest  degree.  But  after 
all,  I  begin  to  wish  to  l)e  home,  for  home  is  home.'''' 

In  November,  1S22,  while  absent  from  home  holding  court  the  judge 
writes  to  Mrs.  Kirkpatrlck :  '"  Your  letter  which  I  received  yesterday 
was  indeed  balm  to  my  soul.  The  image  of  my  dear  Elizabeth,  as  she 
lay  languishing  on  the  sofa  when  I  took  my  parting  kiss,  dwelt  upon 
my  mind  the  whole  night  preceding.  I  was  not  conscious  of  having 
closed  my  eyes  in  sleej)  and  of  course  felt  much  exhausted  and  fatigued 
when  I  arose.  Your  intelligence  revived  my  spirits  and  my  strengtii 
and  I  got  through  the  day  very  comfortably.  I  have  now  had  a  good 
night's  rest,  and  am  this  morning  perfectly  restored  and  perfectly  com- 
posed. Most  devoutly  thanking  my  Heavenly  Father  that  he  has  been 
pleased  so  far  to  clicek  the  threatening  disease  of  our  dear  daughter, 
as  to  leave  room  at  least  for  hope.  I  feel  very  much  for  you,  and  am 
exceedingly  sorry  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  in  this  very  trying  crisis  ; 
but  I  know  you  have  with  you  another  and  a  Iietter  friend,  who  can 
saj'  to  the  sick,  'Arise  and  live.'  O  that  it  may  j)lease  iiini  thus  to 
address  her  in  whom  our  hearts  are  so  nearly  centered."'  His  beautiful 
and  Ijeloved  daughter,  so  fair,  so  fragile  that  she  seemed  fitted  for  other 
spheres  than  this  rough  world,  was  taken  hence,  and  methinks  I  see  the 
angels  above  beckoning  lior  upwards  and  upwards  and  saying,  "  Sister 
spirit,  come  away."' 

•Judge  Kirkpatrick  was  a  trustee  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Princeton,  of  which  Institution  his  friends  Alexander  and  Miller  were 
Professors,  and  in  which  he  always  cx^jrcssed  the  warmest  interest.  IK- 
often  said  that  were  he  jiossessed  of  large  means,  there  was  no  object 
to  which  he  would  give  with  greater  pleasure  than  to  a  Theological 
Institution.  lie  was  also  a  trustee  of  Princeton  College  from  1807  to 
the  time  of  his  decease,  lie  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Alumni  Association  founded  in  1820,  James  Madison  being  President. 
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Ill  1825  there  was  formed  at  Princeton  a  society  called  tlie  New  Jersey 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society.  Among  the  members  were  most 
of  the  prominent  professional  gentlemen  of  the  State.  Chief  Justice 
Kirkpatrick  presided  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  society  was  formed 
and  lie  was  chosen  its  president.  The  meetings  of  the  societies  and 
of  the  College  Trustees  often  called  the  judge  to  Princeton.  In  18 lo 
Daniel  "Webster,  then  a  member  of  Congress  and  at  the  time  on  a  visit 
to  Richard  Stockton,  dining  with  the  late  Samuel  Bayard  who  had 
invited  him  to  meet  his  kinsman  Kirkpatrick  and  Ashbel  Green,  pro- 
nounced the  Chief  Justice  and  the  College  President  to  be  two  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  he  had  ever  met. 

Colonel  William  C.  Alexander,  a  son  of  Judge  Kirkpatrick's  intimate 
friend  Archibald  Alexander,  on  whom  the  Chief  Justice  pronounced  the 
jocose  eulogy,  "  Dr.  Alexander  is  the  prince  of  Methodist  preachers," 
writes :  "  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  had  retired  from  the  bench  before 
I  came  to  the  bar.  I  have,  therefore,  no  personal  knowledge  of  him. 
I  remember  my  boyish  admiration  of  the  grand  looking  old  man,  as 
dressed  in  the  superb  costume  of  the  old  school,  he  made  his  semi- 
annual visit  to  Princeton  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. I  remember  the  effect  produced  on  me  while  a  student  of  College 
in  1823,  by  the  dignified  and  most  impressive  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  he  inaugurated  into  office  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carnahan,  as  President  of 
the  College  ;  but  I  rejieat  I  was  not  honored  with  his  personal  acquaint- 
ance, and  contented  myself  with  admiring  him  at  a  distance." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick  had  a  wide  circle  of  distinguished  acquaintances, 
among  whom  were  many  prominent  actors  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Washington,  Franklin,  Lafayette,  Patrick  Henry,  Generals  Gates,  Green, 
Knox,  Lord  Stirling  and  Hamilton  he  knew,  or  had  at  least  seen.  With 
many  of  the  officers  of  his  own  State,  such  as  Generals  Frelinghuysen 
and  White  who,  with  "  nerves  of  steel  and  hearts  of  oak,"  drove  back 
the  enemy  from  the  fields  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  on  the  most  intimate 
terms. 

Kosciusko  was  often  entertained  under  his  hospitable  roof,  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  one  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  first 
President  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  was  his  particular  friend.  He 
and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bradford,  Avidow  of  Washington's  Second 
Attorney-General,  traveling  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  always 
lialted  at  New  Brunswick  to  visit  the  Chief  Justice.  Ilis  daughter, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Cogswell,  thus  alludes  in  a  private  journal,  to  their  visits : 
"Dr.  Boudinot  and  Mrs.  Bradfoixl   usually  made  a  'progress'  spring 


SKETCH   OP  THK   I.rPH   OF   ANDREW    KTRKPATRICK.  05 

and  fall,  and  they  failed  not  to  stop,  coming  and  going,  at  our  domicile. 
Still  I  hear  the  rumble  of  the  old  coach  up  the  hill.  I  sec  the  old 
gouty  gentleman  descend,  then  Madam  Bradford  followed  l)y  her  trunks 
and  boxes.  Then  the  linery  she  condescended  to  show  us,  then  the 
dinner  in  Mammy  Sally's  best  style,  then  the  long  wearing  through  the 
day  of  ceremony — the  breakfast,  the  farewell  and  the  coach,  coachman, 
footman  and  ai:;recablc  visitors  departed."' 

The  Chief  Justice  was  a  man  of  a  singularly  social  turn  of  mind,  full  of 
anecdote,  with  remarkable  power  of  narration,  fond  of  discussion  and 
argument,  and  oftentimes  carrying  his  ingenuity  to  the  verge  of  paradox. 
Ilis  wit,  whilckeenand  biting  at  times,  was  never  ill-natured,  and  only 
severe  when  directed  against  ignorance  and  i)ompous  pretension.  He 
had  many  revolutionary  anecdotes,  among  others  one  of  his  own  and 
his  father-in-law's  friend,  General  Muhlenburg,  an  old-time  incident  and 
one  of  the  most  thrilling  anecdotes  of  the  war.  What  was  said  of  the 
old  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase  by  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  true  of  Kirkpat- 
rick's  anecdote — "  it  stirred  up  the  heart's  blood  with  the  sound  of  a 
trum]jet."  Here  is  the  story.  When  the  war  began  in  177G,  ]Muhlen- 
burg  was  the  rector  of  a  church  in  Dunmore  county,  Virginia.  On  a 
Sunday  morning  he  administered  the  Communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
to  his  congregation,  stating  that  in  the  afternoon  he  would  preach  a 
sermon  on  "  The  duties  men  owe  to  their  Country,''  At  the  ai)pointed 
hour  the  edifice  was  crowded  with  anxious  listeners.  The  discourse 
was  founded  upon  the  text  from  Solomon,  "There  is  a  time  for  every 
purpose  and  for  every  work."  The  sermon  burned  with  patriotic 
ardor ;  every  sentence  and  intonation  exhibited  the  speakers  earnestness 
in  what  he  was  saying.  Pausing  a  moment  at  the  close  of  his  discourse, 
he  exclaimed,  "  The  time  to  preach  is  past,  the  time  iofigld  has  come  I'' 
and,  suiting  the  action  to  the  words,  he  threw  from  liis  shoulders  the 
Episcopal  robes  and  stood  before  his  congregation  arrayed  in  military 
uniform.  Drumming  for  recruits  was  commenced  on  the  spot,  ]\Iuhlen- 
burg  drew  from  his  pocket  u  Colonel's  commission  from  the  Continental 
Congress  and,  it  is  said,  that  almost  every  man  of  suitable  age  enlisted 
forthwith.  Nearly  three  hundred  men  were  enrolled  and  immediately 
organized  into  the  Eighth  Virginia  or  German  regiment  of  which 
Muhlenburg  was  the  Colonel. 

After  retiring  from  the  bench  in  1824,  the  .judge  spent  the  few 
remaining  years  of  his  life  in  his  i)leasant  home  in  New  Brunswick, 
retired  from  all  public  employment,  linding  hai)pines3  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family  surrounded  by  troops  of  friends.     His  time  in  summer  was 
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nearly  equally  divided  between  his  library  and  his  large  garden,  where 
he  found  much  gratification  in  assisting  his  gardener  in  the  care  of  the 
trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers.  The  house  which  he  built  and  the 
grounds  surrounding  it,  which  he  laid  out,  may  still  be  seen,  but  little 
changed  from  what  they  were  twoscore  years  ago.  During  the  autumn 
and  winter  of  1830  he  gradually  grew  weaker  till  before  the  close  of 
the  year  he  was  unable  to  leave  the  house.  A  week  previous  to  the 
parting-day  he  said  to  Mrs.  Dr.  How,  his  only  surviving  child,  "  I  am 
declining  as  gently  as  any  one  can,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  wish 
to  be  resusitated.  Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  and  I  will  trust  to  their  close.  I  trust  in  the  fulness  of  the 
promises  for  my  everlasting  peace.  It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  stand  on 
the  verge  of  the  eternal  world  ;  but  I  am  calm  in  the  contemplation  of 
death,  and,  unless  anguish  seize  me,  so  I  hope  to  remain.  There  are 
some  parts  of  the  gospel  too  mysterious  for  us  to  understand ;  it  reveals 
generals  not  particulars,  but  such  as  I  could  understand  I  have,  partic- 
ularly for  the  later  years  of  my  life,  tried  to  make  the  rule  of  my  con- 
duct ;  but  when  I  compare  myself  with  its  j)urity  and  kindness,  God 
knows,  I  feel  my  want  of  pardon.  There  are  some  doctrines  entirely 
beyond  me— that  of  the  Trinity,  the  atonement,  if  general  or  limited ; 
but  I  believe  that  God  in  some  way  has  made  an  opening,  through 
Christ,  for  the  salvation  and  happiness  of  his  creatures.  Though  I 
speak  confidently  as  to  my  future  peace,  I  jDretend  to  no  special  illumina- 
tion on  the  subject  of  another  world  or  any  future  state,  but  I  trust  in 
the  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me, 
and  to  God  be  the  praise.     These  are  the  grounds  of  my  hoiDe." 

A  few  days  later  he  remarked  to  one  of  his  children,  "  I  have  no 
disease ;  but  I  am  worn  out,  and  shall  soon  leave  you.''  His  words 
were  fulfilled.  He  died  calmly  and  peacefully  and  surrounded  by  those 
who  loved  him  best,  in  thejjarlor  of  his  own  house,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  January,  1831,  and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a  Trustee,  and  where, 
for  half  a  century,  he  had  listened  to  the  word  of  God, 

His  highly-gifted  Christian  wife  sleejjs  in  the  same  grave,  and  a 
daughter  and  three  sons  rest  by  their  side,  beneath  the  shade  of  a 
cypress,  planted  by  the  Chief  Justice  himself 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  New  Jersey  Histo- 
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rical    Society,  set  before  you,  with  such  al)ility    as   I   possess,  a  l)rii'f" 

biograpliy  of  one  whose, 

"  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elemeuts 

So  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  mij^ht  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  '  This  wais  a  man  P  " 

and  I  can  most  truly  adopt  Lord  Erskine's  words  in  closing  the  preface 
to  Mr.  Fox's  speeches,  that  I  rej^ard  it  as  the  most  happy  circumstance 
of  my  life,  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  thus  puljlicly  expressing 
veneration  for  his  memory. 

I  know  not  how  I  can  niDre  fittingly  conclude  this  memorial  of 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  than  hy  quoting  a  passage  with  which  Mr.  Bryant 
closed  a  discourse  on  Washington  Irving.  "If  it  were  becoming,"  said 
the  poet,  "  at  this  time  and  in  this  assembly  to  address  our  departed 
friend  as  if  in  his  immediate  presence,  I  should  say,  Farewell,  thou  who 
hast  entered  into  the  rest  prepared  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  fur 
serene  anil  gentle  spirits  like  thine.  Farewell !  Happy  in  thy  life, 
happy  in  thy  death,  and  happier  in  the  reward  to  which  that  death  was 
the  assured  passage.  The  brightness  of  that  enduring  fame  which 
thou  hast  won  on  earth,  is  but  a  shadowy  symbol  of  the  glory  to  which 
thou  art  admitted  in  the  world  l.>eyond  the  grave.  Thy  errand  upon 
earth  was  an  errand  of  peace,  and  good- will  to  men,  and  thou  art  now 
in  a  region  where  hatred  and  strife  never  enter,  and  where  the  harmo- 
nious activity  of  those  who  inhabit  it  acknowledges  no  impulse  less 
noble  or  less  pure  than  that  of  love." 
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TiiENTON,  January  lOtli,  1S71. 

TuE  Society  liekl  their  tweuty  sixth  :iuiuuil  mectiiiff  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade.  John  Rutiieufuud,  Esq..  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents,  presiding,'. 

Tiie  minutes  of  the  meeting  in  May  1870,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  'since  the 
hist  meeting,  and  laid  upon  the  table  letters  from  the  Rev.  J.  S.  B. 
Hodges,  Messrs.  L.  Spencer  Goble,  James  F.  Rusling,  Thcophilus  T. 
Price,  F.  C.  Lowthorp,  Rutherfurd  Stuyvesant,  Guy  La  Tourcttc,  Amos 
Clark  Jr.,  George  S.  Mott,  John  Ru.ssell,  Monroe  Howell,  John  F.  Ward, 
M.  D.  and  Howard  Potter,  accepting  their  election  as  members;  from 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Maine  and 
3Iassachusetts,  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Institutes 
of  Essex,  Mass.,  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
Society's  publications  :  from  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  making 
some  inquiries  relative  to  Gen'I.  Arthur  St  Clair;  from  the  U.  S.  Coatt 
Survey  Office  and  Department  of  tlie  Interior,  transmitting  books  for 
the  Library  ;  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Drake,  drawing  attention  to  his  New  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography;  from  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.Elmer,  relinquishing 
his  intention  of  publishing  his  Reminiscences  of  the  New  Jersey  Bencl» 
and  Bar,  and  transmitting  a  paper  on  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey 
adopted  in  1770,  and  from  various  other  gentlemen  on  matters  connected 
■with  the  Society's  operations. 
13 
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The  Treasurer  submitted  his  annual  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
duly  audited  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  showing  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $490.33  and  invested  funds  amounting  to  $1,430. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet, 
by  donations  since  the  last  meeting,  and  exhibited  some  of  the  articles 
for  the  inspection  of  the  members  present.  His  report  will  be  found 
printed  on  a  subsequent  page. 

Kev.  Dr.  Hai.l  fromtlie  Executive  Committe  read  the  following  report : 

"The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society,  referring  to  the  reports 
which  will  be  submitted  from  the  other  committees  for  the  details  of  its 
management,  would  congratulate  the  members  on  its  progi'essive  useful- 
ness, the  more  gratifying  because  the  result  of  no  spasmodic  effort.  Its 
advancement  may  not  be  such  as  to  attract  attention  from  those  out  of 
the  immediate  sphere  of  its  effects,  but  it  is  sufficiently  manifest  to  give 
encouragement  to  those  who  are  identified  with  it,  and  to  lead  to  san- 
guine expectations  that  it  is  destined  to  be  eventually,  if  it  is  not  now, 
an  institution  to  which  every  citizen  may  look  with  interest,  as  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  memorials  of  a  history  in  which  all  may  feel 
a  becoming  pride.  Unendowed,  either  from  public  or  private  sources, 
all  that  it  has  accomplished  has  been  the  result  of  present  interest  of  its 
members,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may,  ere  long,  be  relieved  from 
entire  rlependence  for  means  to  extend  its  usefulness  upon  a  source  that 
must  be,  necessarily,  liable  to  fluctuations.  rhere  are  those  in  New 
Jersey,  and  they  not  a  few,  who  have  been  or  are  now  connected  (\'itb 
its  history,  who  should  feel  suflicient  interest  in  an  institution  intended 
to  perpetuate  their  acts  to  place  it  beyond  the  peradventures  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  future  by  providing  for  it  a  suitable  endowment. 

"  The  Committee  have  not  been  called  upon  to  act,  under  the  authority 
conferred  upon  them,  to  cooperate  with  any  Literary  Society  in  the 
erection  of  a  tire  proof  building  on  the  Society's  lot  of  ground  in 
Newark,  no  propositions  of  any  kind  having  been  made  to  them.  The 
Committee  Avould  suggest  the  propriety,  of  authorizing  the  Finance 
Committee  to  take  steps  to  have  the  property  made  productive,  should 
theie  be  no  prospect  of  its  being  wanted  for  the  contemplated  building 
within  a  reasonable  period. 

"  At  the  May  meeting  the  Society  desired  the  Committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  holding  a  meeting  at  Somerville  in  September.  As  the 
time  approached,  the  members  in  that  part  of  the  State,  upon  whose 
cooperation  the  Committee  relied,  found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  the 
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necessary  papers  for  the  occasion;  and  at  tlicir  request  tlio  mectinj»  wan 
postponed. 

*'  A  IV'W  days  after  the  meeting  in  May  the  painful  duty  devolved  upon 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  announcinir  to  the  members  the  death 
of  their  highly  respected  President.  Richard  Stockton  Field,  after  a 
distressing  illness  of  five  weeks.  As  was  then  stated,  ''  ^Ir.  Field  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Society,  participating  in  tlie  j)roceediug9 
at  its  organization,  on  the  29th  of  February.  1845,  and  throughout  tlie 
quarter  of  a  century  since,  has  ever  manifested  a  warm  inti-rest  in  its 
success;  at  all  times  extending  his  active  and  efficient  aid  in  furthering 
its  objects,  being  always  present  at  its  meetings,  and  giving  Ills  time  and 
attention  to  the  duties  of  several  important  committees.  Elected  one  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  in  1851,  he  continued  to  hold  the  position 
until  18G5,  when  on  tlie  elevation  of  the  lion.  James  Parker  to  the 
Presidency  on  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  he  was 
chosen  First  Vice  President,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Parker,  in  186S, 
succeeded  him  in  the  Presidency.  The  published  "  Proceedings,"  and 
"Collections"  of  the  Society  afford  abundant  evidence  of  his  high 
literary  abilities,  in  the  contriinitions  from  his  pen  whicli  tlicy  contain  ; 
among  them,  particularly  noticeable,  being  his  papers  upon  the  lives  and 
characters  of  his  two  predecessors.  The  members  consequently  cannot 
but  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  one  so  intimately  connected  with  the  Society, 
and  whose  intercourse  with  them  has  been  uuifurmly  so  courteous  and 
agreeable. 

'"  Not  only  as  members  of  the  Society  have  we  reason  to  lament  the 
death  of  Mr.  Field,  but  as  Jerseymen  we  cannot  but  deplore  the  loss  to 
the  State  of  one  who  so  ably  filled  every  position  in  which  he  was  called  , 
whether  at  the  Bar  or  on  tlie  Bench,  in  her  Legislative  halls,  or  in  the 
Senate,  when  furthering  lier  educational  interests  in  peace,  or  upliolding 
her  honor  in  time  of  war — ever  proving  himself  one  of  her  most  faithful 
sons." ' 

"  llis  life  and  public  services  will  be  the  theme  of  the  addresj  to-day, 
by  one  who  knew  him  well,  rendering  any  further  allusion  thereto 
unnecessary  by  your  committee. 

The  Committee  on  Publioitions  reported  the  issue  and  distribution  of 
another  number  of  the  "  Proceedings."  They  regretted  to  have  to 
announce  that  Judge  Elmer  had  relinquished  the  intention  of  furnishing 
the  Society  liis  "  Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey," 
a  portion  of  which  was  read  before  it  in  January  and  May,  1870.  It  was 
intended  to  make  the  manuscript  of  Judge  Elmer  the  subject  matter  of  the 
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next  volume  of  "Collections"  instead  of  the  papers  of  Ferdinand  John 
Paris,  which  the  Society  ordered  published  in  May  1869.  Judge  Elmer's 
decision  having  rendered  it  imi)racticable  to  carry  out  that  intention, 
tlie  preparation  of  the  Paris  papers  would  be  proceeded  with  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Covering  a  period  of  great  interest  during  the  Provincial 
Era,  it  was  intended  that  the  papers  should  l^e  accompanied  with  such 
notes  and  explanatory  matter  as  would  make  them  more  readily  available 
to  the  student  of  our  history,  and  add  to  the  interest  of  the  general 
reader. 

"  A  Historical  Society,"  said  the  committee,  "  is  only  half  performing  its 
functions  if  it  is  satisfied  with  merely  collecting  the  materials  for  history. 
It  should  consider  it  equally  obligatory  to  disseminate,  to  as  gieat  an 
extent  as  jjossible,  through  the  agency  of  the  press,  a  knowledge  of  what 
it  has  collected.  While  we  can  point  with  satisfaction  to  what  we  have 
done  in  fulfillment  of  both  these  obligations,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there 
v/ill  be  no  disposition  evinced  to  abate  our  endeavors  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  printed  pages.  It  would  encourage  the  committee  in 
their  labors  to  see  that  the  members  manifested  a  greater  appreciation  of 
tlieir  value  by  securing  copies  of  the  works  already  published." 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  an  arrangement  had  been 
ma^e  with  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Newark,  whereby  the 
meetings  of  that  institution,  and  its  committees,  are  to  be  held  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  Society;  the  objects  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Ijeing 
sufficiently  homogeneous  with  those  of  the  Society  to  render  this 
cooccupancy  mutually  agreeable,  particularly  as  the  members  of  both 
organizations  are  mostly  the  same.  Additional  fixtures  and  furniture 
will  be  introduced  into  the  rooms  by  the  Board,  contributing  to  their 
attractiveness  and  comfort.  The  committee  regretted  tliey  were  not  able 
to  report  any  accessions  to  the  Library  Fund;  deaths  and  discontinued 
sulxscriptions  had  operated  much  against  it,  and  many  jDlans  for  the  im- 
provement and  increase  of  the  library  would  have  to  be  postponed  unci 
a  more  propitious  period. 

The  Commiteee  on  Nominations  presented  a  favorable  report  upon  the 
names  of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  which  had  been  i*eferred  to  them, 
who  were  thereupon  elected  by  ))allot,  and  further  nomiHations  were 
received. 

Tlie  Chairman  then  announced  the  following  Standing  C(>ininittees 
for  the  vear ; 
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Committee  on  PuUicationx — Williiun  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  II.  Pen- 
nington, M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinnej-,  Joseph  N.  Tnttle. 

Committee  on  Lihrnry — ^Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  John  P. 
Jackson,  Edward  Seal}-,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  officers  residing  in  New- 
ark. 

Committee  on  Finance — John  Rutherfurd,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  Josei)li  X. 
Tnttle,  David  A.  Hayes  and  Yv'illiam  B.  Mott. 

Committee  on  Kominations — David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee.  and 
Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  Norris  Ilalsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson, 
Samuel  Ilamill,  D.D.,  E.  'SI.  Shreve  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Campfiei,d,  Mr.  JonNSON,  and  Col.  Joy  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  Nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  committee 
suDsequcntly  ret)Ortedthe  followinglist  whicli  was  unanimously  adojited  ; 

OFFrcEn.s  FOR  1871. 

President — John  Rutuerfurd,  of  Newark. 

Vice  Presidents— JJestiy  W.  Green,  of  Trenton  ;  Rkvaco  K.  Roof.rp 
D.D,  of  Boundbrook ;  Samuel  M.  IIamill,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Corresponding  Secretary — W.m.  A.  Whitehead,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — D.vvid  A.  IIaye.s,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — Samuel  H.  Congar,  of  Newark. 

ExeciLtive  Committee — Samuel  H,  Pennington,  M.  D.,  of  Newark  ; 
N.  Norris  Ilalsted,  of  Kearney;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  of  Trenton;  John 
Clement,  of  Iladdonfleld ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton  ;  Wm.  B.  Kin- 
ney, of  Euglcwood ;  Peter  S.  Duryee,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of 
Yardville  ;  Theodore  F.  Randolph,  of  Morristown. 

The  Rev.  Jlr.  ILv^riuL  presented,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Kennedy, 
of  Bloomsburg,  a  numl)er  of  interesting  manuscripts  referring  to  opera- 
tions of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  New  Jersey,  between  1777 
and  1780.,  and  a  deed,  dated  May  7th,  1G89,  from  Walter  Clark  to 
Walter  Newbury  conveying  112^  acres  in  what  is  now  the  township  of 
Greenwich,  in  Warren  County,  for  an  insignificant  consideration  ;  Green- 
wich being  now  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  townshijis  in  the  State. 

>Ir.  II.\YES  offered  the  following  preamble  ami  resolution  • 

WuEREAS.  The  Society  is  informed  that  the  flnsjs  of  the  (Ufrcrcnt  Ne\v  Jersey 
Regiments  so  gallantly  borne  duriuij  the  Into  war,  are  liable  to  injury  and  decay 
where  they  are  at  present  deposited— 
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JResolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  requested  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  have  all  the  flatrs  and  other  mementoes  of  the  gallantry  ot 
the  New  Jersey  troops  that  are  now,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  placed  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  State  Government,  removed  to  the  State  House  and  deposited  in  some 
suitable  receptacle  therein,  where  they  may  be  properly  preserved  and  seen  by 
the  people  of  the  State. 

After  some  remarks  by  Adiutant  General  Strykek,  and  General  Rus- 
LING,  explanatory  of  the  jjreseut  condition  of  the  flags,  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  jjresented  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Washington,  to 
a  Mr.  Gird,  of  Alexandria,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  joossession 
of  Mr.  J.  K.  Barton,  of  New  Brunswick,  referring  to  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  2,448  acres  of  land  in  Ohio  belonging  to  him,  exhibiting  Washington's 
business  qualifications  in  a  striking  light ;  and  also  an  original  grant 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  signed  by  Patrick  Henry  as  Gov- 
ernor, to  John  Reed,  for  land  in  Monongahela  County,  July  10,  1788. 

Mr.  Haven  also  presented  for  the  examination  of  the  members  a  pho- 
tographic copy  of  the  picture,  published  at  the  time,  representing  the 
triumijhal  arch  over  the  bridge  crossing  the  Assanink  under  which 
Washington  jiassed  on  his  way  to  New  York  to  assume  the  Presidency 
in  1789  ,  and  directed  attention  to  the  impropriety  of  placing  an  inscrip- 
tion on  a  bridge  occu^sying  the  same  position  (which  had  been  recently 
rebuilt)  likely  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  first  bridge  was  built  in 
1822.  It  was  probable  that  the  bridge  represented  in  the  picture,  over 
which  Washington  passed,  was  constructed  some  years  before  the 
revolution. 

Mr.  DuRYEE,  in  view  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
ofi"ered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  propriety  of  leasing  or  otherwise  occupying  the  lot  of  ground 
belonging  to  the  Society  in  Newark,  in  order  tliat  it  may  be  rendered  productive, 
be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  power  to  carry  out  such  plans  for  the 
purpose  as  to  them  may  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  Society. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Hayes,  Livingston,  Hamill  and  Whitehead, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Some  conversation  was  had  respecting  the  value  of  local  historical 
sketches,  so  often  lost  to  the  general  State  historian  from  their  being 
confined  to  newspapers  of  restricted  circulation,  and  it  was  suggested  to 
the  members  as  likely  to  prove  of  essential  service,  to  transmit  all  such 
sketches  coming  under  their  notice  for  preservation  in  the  Library  of  the 
Society. 
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Adjl'tant  Genekal  Stkykku  stated  that,  the  Rofetcrs  •which  he  had 
been  j)icpaiing,  of  tlie  officers  and  men  iVom  New  Jersey  who  had 
served  in  the  several  wars  of  the  rcpulilic  were  nearly  ready  for  presen- 
tation to  the  Legislature,  Vnit  he  would  still  l)e  obliged  for  any  informa- 
tion that  iniglit  furnish  him  with  additional  names,  particularly  of  those 
serving  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  after  which,  Anthony  Q. 
Keasbc}',  Esq.,  of  Newark,  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  life  and  public  ser- 
vices of  the  late  Richard  Stockton  I'ield,  President  of  the  Society." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Olyphant,  of  Princeton,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  tendered  to  Mr,  Keasbcy  for  his  interesting  jjortraiture  of  Judge 
Field's  career,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tentlered 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Trenton  for  the  use  of  their  rooms, 
which  had  Ijeen  so  generously  extended  to  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 


Letter  received  from 'bhi.  Henuy  R.  Ke^^kdy,  accompany  in  g  the  documents 
referred  to  on  Page  103. 

Bloomsbuuv,  Dec.  31st,  1870. 
Rev.  S.  M.  IIamill,  D.D. 

Dear  Sri:  : — In  response  to  your  request,  I  send  some  information  re- 
lating to  the  "Deed  from  "Walter  Carr  to  Walter  Newbury,  and  transfer 
to  John  Cook,  which  you  kindly  agreed  to  place  in  the  archives  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and  I  also  request  that  you  will  place 
the  enclosed  papers  of  revolutionary  interest,  in  the  same  depository. 

John  Cook,  to  whom  the  Deed  was  transferred,  possessed  a  largo  por- 
tion of  the  land  contained  in  the  lower  or  western  valleys  of  the  Muscon- 
etcoDg  and  Pohatcong,  in  the  County  of  Burlington,  West  Jersey,  (now 
Warren.) 

The  farm  described  in  '•  the  Deed,''  (and  which  I  now  possess  as  a 
lineal  descendent  of  John  Cook,)  is  a  part  of  eleven  hundred  acres  lying 
between  Silver  Hill,  on  the  Warren  side  of  the  Musconetcong  Creek,  and 
the  northern  side  of  the  Pohatcong  Creek,  near  to  the  Old  Church  of 
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Greenwich.  At  this  place  is  tlie  Flouring  Mill  of  Col.  West,  (mentioned 
in  one  of  the  enclosed  papers,)  subsequently  transferred  to  Robert  Ken- 
nedy, and  whence  the  American  army  obtained  much  flour  and  feed. 
The  old  house  attached  to  this  property  (and  which  yet  remains,)  was  the 
homestead  of  the  notorious  Sam.  Sevcrns ;  who  was  hanged  as  a  traitor. 
After  the  purchase  by  my  grandfather,  the  refugees  and  tories  attacked 
the  old  house,  and  in  one  of  their  shootings  killed  a  dog  at  my  grand- 
mother's feet,  but  the  defense  was  so  determined  as  to  compel  their  re- 
treat. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  tract  adjoins  the  celebrated  "Chelsea  Forge" 
property,  whence  "VVasliington  procured  iron  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Near  to  this  place  one  of  the  farms  contained  in  "  the  tract,"  is  the  site 
cf  David  Brainard's  Church,  where  he  used  to  preach  to  the  Indians. 

"  The  Farm  "  whereon  I  now  live,  was  the  homestead  of  Captain 
Arthur  Henery,  (a  great  grandson  of  John  Cook)  and  mentioned  in  one 
of  the  inclosed  papers.  Within  view  of  this  place  is  the  famous  "Vale 
of  the  iStraw."  Where  Captain  Henery  and  Robert  Kennedy's  Team  Bri- 
gade used  to  procure  straw  and  provender  in  their  passage  to  and  from 
"Philadelphia,  Chelsea  Forge,  the  White  House,  and  Morristown." 
Near  this  line  of  road  Major  Kennedy,  (a  brother  of  Robert)  was  killed, 
whilst  fighting  the  tory  Doanes,  of  Tinnicum. 

The  "Straw  Tavern"  used  to  be  the  residence  of  Benjamin  Fish,  Esq. 
of  Trenton,  N.  J.     "St.  James'  Church,"  at  this  place,  used  to  l)e  one  of 
the  preaching  posts  of  Dominie  Hecht. 

Yours,  truly, 

HENRY  R.  KENNEDY. 

P.  S.  The  Cemetery  of  the  Old  Church  of  Greenwich,  contains  the 
graves  of  Captain  McCnllough,  one  of  Washington's  Braves  at  the  Battle 
of  Princeton,  and  General  Maxwell,  the  hero  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Brandy  wine.  K. 


"\*  Accompaiij'iug  Mr.  Keuuedy's  letter  were  a  Deed  dated  May  7th,  1(330, 
from  Walter  Clark  to  Waller  Newbury  for  1123^^  acres,  "within  the  Townc  bounds 
of  Btirlingtou  ;"  and  several  other  documents  relating  to  the  Quavtcrmastcr's  op- 
erations in  1777,  177S  and  1780,  being  orders  for  forage,  &c. 
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ilonations. 

ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  19,  187 1. 

From  the  MumichimlU  Historical  Society— llhUny  of  East  Boston.  I)y 
■\V.  II.  Sumner. 

Ilurvartl  Mcnioiial  Bio^rapliics — 2  Vol., 

Proceedings  ^lassachusetts  Historical  Society,  in  nu-mory  of  Edward 
Everett,  and  W.  II.  Prescott. 

Oration  before  the  City  Authorities  of  Boston,  July  4,  1870,  l)y  Wni. 
Everett,  Tribute  of  the  Massacliusetts  Historical  Society,   to  Josiali 
Quincy,  and  to  George  Liveriuore. 
Memoir  of  Joseph  Story,  L.L.D. 

Catalogue  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  Liljrary  1811  By-Laws 
of  ?,tassachusctts  Historical  Society,  Mi:  Adams  discourse  licfore  the 
Society — Speech  of  Hon  Josiah  Quincy,  Feb.  1858. 

Proceedings  of  the  Animal  Meeting,  and  addresses  of  ITon.  11.  C. 
Wiuthrop,  and  Edward  Everett,  18.-)7. 

Address  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Thomas  Siierwin,  by  R.  C. 
AVaterston,  Feb.  10,  1870. 

The  Life  of  Mr,  Thomas  Dudley,  (Cotton  jNIathcr's.) 
Vocabulary  of  the  Massachusetts  (or  Natick)  Indian  Language. 
History  of  Baker  and  Ingraham,  Rebellion  in  Virginia  in  1G75-C. 
Kei)orts  of  Births,  ]Marringes  and  Deaths,  in  City  of  Boston,  1809. 
Reports  19,  20,  and  21,  of  Executive  Committee  on  Children  of  the 
Destitute  in   Boston— and  of  the  Board   of  Managers  of   the  Tem- 
porary Home  tor  the  Destitute  General  Laws  and  Resolves  passed   by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  Session  of  1870. 

Dr.  Frothingham's  Address  before  the  Alumni  Theological  School, 
also  Sermon  on  resigning  his  pastoral  charge,  ^March  10,  1850. 

Report  of  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Report  on  the  Public  School  and  the  System  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  Rules  of  the  School  Committee. 

Letters  of  John  Andrews  Esq.,  of  Boston,  1772-76. 
Catalogue  ot  Groton  Public  Library. 

Groton  (Massachusetts)  School  Committee,  Annual  Reports,  ISfiS-O 
and  18G9-70. 

Catalogue  of  Unitarian  S.  School  Library,  Groton,  1809. 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws   of  tlie  Irisli   Benevolent   Association, 
Groton, 

lleport  of  Directors  of  tlie  Massacliusetts  Intant  Asylum,  1869  and 
1870. 

Directory  of  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  1867-68-70  and  71. 
Report  (72d  annual)  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  1868. 
Annual   Report  (17th,)  ot  the  American  Congregational  Association, 
1870. 

Annual  Report  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  Jan.  21,  1851. 
Reports  of  the  4th  and  10th  Anniversaries  of  the  Needlewoman's 
Friend  Society. 

Regulations  of  the  School  Committee  of  Dorchester,  1866. 
Defence   of  Mr.   Gould  by  the  Scientific  Council  of   tlie   Dudley 
observatory. 
From  the  Cmmedicut  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society,  Vol.  II. 
From  the  loioa  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa,  April  and  July,  1870. 
From  the  Wilmington^  Del.  Institute — Twelfth  Annual  Report. 
From  the  American  Philosoj^hieal  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
Vol.  XI,  Nos.  83  and  84,  and  Transactions  of  the  Society,  at  Phila- 
delphia, Vol.  XIV,  New  Series  pt.  2. 
From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society  at 
Boston,  April  27,  1870,  andat  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Worcester,  Oct. 
1,  1870. 
From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society  Vol.  IIL 

Part  1. 
From   the  New    England    Historic    Genealogical    Society— Wcgi^icY    and 
Journal,  Nos.  3  and  4,  of  Vol.  XXIV,  and  No.  1,  Vol.  XXV.  Anniver- 
sary Quarter  Century  Discourse. 
Frorn  the  Smithsonian  Institution —Simth&onmn.  Contributions  to  knowl- 
edge Vol.  16,  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections,  Vol.  Vllland  IX. 
From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute,  Nos.  3  and  0  Vol.  II. 
Fro7n  the  Department  of  the  Inter ior —Tiocwxwcwia  of  the  Fortieth  Con- 
gress, Third  Session,  28  Volumes. 
From  the   Quartermaster   General    U.    S. — The  Roll  of  Honor  No.    25. 
From  the  Suiicrintendent  of  Const  Surrey — Report  for  1867,  and  Map   of 
Alaska  and  adjoining  Territory,  Tukon  River,  Ranges  of  Mountains. 
Shores  of  Norton's  Sound,  &c.     1869, 
Froiu  N.  Y.   State  Librarian — 52d  Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  the 
Library. 
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From  Yale  College  Librarian — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  in 
Yale  Collef,'e,  1870-71. 

From  Prof.  Cameron — Catalogue  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  1861). 

From  the  Authors -Historic  and  Antiquarian  Scenes  in  Brooklyn  ami 
Vicinity.     By  T.  W.  Field. 

A  Biographical  Sketch  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  A  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Hon.  Wni.  Willis,  L.L.D.,  and  a  Necrological  notice  of 
Hon.  Richard  S.  Field  L.L.D.     By  Ciiarles  H.  Hart. 

Memorials  of  the  Cranes  of  Chilton,  (England,)  also  Ancestry  of  Mary 
Oliver,  who  lived  1G40-1G98,  and  was  wife  of  Samuel  Appleton  of 
Ipswich.     By  Wm.  S.  Appleton. 

Memorial  of  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick.     By  J.  G.  Wilson. 

Fro77i  Frederic  J.  Dreer — Centennial  Celebration  by  the  Annin  Family 
at  the  Old  Stone  House  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.  Aug.  15,  186G. 

From  dsJier  Taylor — Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  Dec.  31,  1869. 

The  First  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  National  Guard,  N.  Y.  May 
18,  1869. 

Fro77i  liev.  Presidcmt  Tuttle—LogArCs  History  of  Indianapolis,  from  1818, 

The  City  of  Indianapolis,  its  advantages  as  a  manufacturing  and 

trading  point.     Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,  by  E.  T.  Co.x,  1869. 

Thirty-Third  Anniversary  of  the  Monroe  Presbytery,  held  in  Adrian, 

Sept.  4,  1867. 

From  lion.  Joseph  P.  Bradlei/ — The  Petitions  and  Memorials  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  East  and  West  Jersey  to  the  Legislature,  with  a  j\Iap  of 
the  State  and  the  Country  adjacent,  and  Appendix,  January  1775. 
A  collection  of  Maps.  Newark,  1834,  1847,  1850  and  1858.  New 
Jersey  1828  and  1850,  Essex  County,  1850.  Somerset,  1850.  Middle- 
sex, 1850.  Mercer,  Hunterdon,  1853.  Sussex,  1860.  Union,  1802. 
Burlington,  1849.  New  York,  1849.  New  York  Bay  and  Harbor,  1834. 
Jersey  City,  lloboken,  and  vicinity,  1841.  United  States,  1846. 
Minutes  (M.  S.)  of  Township  Committee  in  1800,  1807,  1808. 

Fro/n  Ja77i€H  G.  IF/Y.w^— Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Fitz  Greene  Ilalleck. 
Dedication  of  the  Monument  erected  in  Honor  of  Fitz  Greene  Halleck, 
at  Guilford,  Conn. 

Fror/i  Ilei\  A.  D.  Ki7ig — Six  original  letters,  directed  to  Dr.  Robert  Ilalsted, 
Sugar  House,  N.   Y.   between  ^Nfarch   3!  and   May   15,  1871,  by   ]\l. 
Halsted. 
F7-om  J.  Jl.  /iV/v/f^— Annuls  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Vol.  II,  l.-iTO. 
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From  Jas.  H.  TicTienor — An  Indian  Axe,  found  on  the  Ticlienor  Farm, 
West  Milford,  Passaic  Co.  K  J. 

From  Charles  Badgley — A  piece  of  the  Coat  of  Capt.  Wni.  Leslie,  of  tlie 
17tli  Britisli  Regiment,  who  fell  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton  Jan.  3, 1777. 

From  RoTjert  CJnrl-e — Pioneer  Life  in  Kentucky,  a  Series  of  Reminiscential 
Letters  from  Daniel  Drake  M.D.  of  Cincinnati  to  his  Children. 

An  Account  of  the  Remarkable  occurrences  in  the  Life  and  Travels  of 
Col.  James  Smith,  during  his  Captivity  with  the  Indians  from  1755 
to  1759. 

History  of  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  incidentally  of  the  Ohio  Land 
Company,  and  the  First  Settlement  of  the  State  at  Marietta,  with 
Personal  and  Biographical  Sketches,  &c.     By  Charles  M.  Walker. 

Pioneer  Biography,  Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  some  of  theEarly  Settlers 
of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  By  James  McBride,  Vol.  1.  Col.  Geoi'ge 
Clarke,  Sketch  of  his  Campaign  in  the  Illinois,  in  1778-9,  with  an 
introduction  by  Hon.  Henry  Pritle  of  Louisville,  and  an  Appendix. 

From  Henry  N.  i?mc/i— Alsop's  Character  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
1666-71 

The  First  Church  Orange,  N.  J.  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sary, Nov.  24  and  25  1869.     Memorial. 

From  Rev.  G.  Hale,  B.D.—The  Emporium,  (newspaper)  May  27,  1826. 

From  Joel  Munsell — Manual  of  the  Albany  Institute,  1870.  Pedigrees  of 
the  Clark  and  Ross  Families.     By  Clifford  Stanley  Sims,  1870. 

From  F.  J.  Lxmdy — Circular,  Invitation  to  a  Dinner  by  Citizens  of  Mor- 
ristown,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Downfall  of  Bonaparte,  June  9,  1814, 
and  a  25  cent  Note  Stamp,  Aug  13,  1799,  for  New  Jersey. 

From  a  Memler — The  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record, 
Devoted  to  the  interests  of  Amer.  Gen.  &  Biography,  Vol.  No.  1,  2,  3. 

From  J.  Wingate  Thornton— 'Report  by  the  State  Commission  on  Cheap 
Railway  Transmission  between  Boston  and  Lake  Ontario,  1870. 

From  Mrs.  Sarah  Reeves — The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow,  Illustrated  by 
Darley,  1849. 

From  W.  A.  Whitelicad — Map  of  the  Town  of  Parkersburg,  1855. 
The  Art  of  Manual  Defense  or  System  of  Boxing. 

From  Col.  R.  S  Swords — Proceedings  of  the  Second  Annual  ]\Ieeting  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade.  Richmond,  Dec.  '69.  Charter  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Cape  Cod  Ship  Canal  Co.  with  List  of  Officers,  Map. 

From  Miss  Caroline  Spencer — A  Revolutionary  Canteen,  lettered  U.  States, 
A.  V.  D.  H.  1777,  June  the  8,  1777. 
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MEMOIR. 


This  Society  was  organized  at  Trenton,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1845.  Among  its  founders  were  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  James 
Parker  and  Richard  S.  Field.  They  were  successively  elected  Presidents 
of  the  Society,  and  continued  to  hold  that  office  during  their  respective 
lives.  The  first  from  1845  to  1864,  the  second  from  1865  to  1868,  and 
the  last  from  1869  to  1870.  These  three  men,  so  strikingly  different  in 
their  characters  and  their  careers,  will  remain  marked  figures  in  the  his- 
tory of  New  Jersey.  The  influence  of  their  labors  will  reach  far  into 
the  future  of  their  native  State.  It  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  this 
Society  to  gather  up  the  details  of  the  laliors  of  such  men,  and  to  jire- 
serve  for  perpetual  memory  the  features  of  their  lives. 

Happily  in  the  case  of  the  first  two  Presidents,  this  duty  devolved 
upon  the  last.  Judge  Field's  papers,  read  before  the  Society,  on  the  lives 
and  characters  of  Chief  Justice  Hornblower  and  Mr.  Parker,  are  models 
of  faithful,  eloquent,  and  discriminating  eulogy.  It  is  now  my  privilege, 
accorded  to  me  from  ray  close  relations  with  him  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  to  endeavor  to  portray  his  character,  and  to  recount  his  varied 
labors.  I  regret  that  even  with  his  examples  before  me,  and  with  a 
subject  as  full  of  interest  as  his,  I  must  fall  so  far  below  the  pattern  he 
has  given  me. 

RicnARD  Stockton  Field  was  a  thorough  Jerseyman,  by  ancient  lin- 
eage, in  all  his  sympathies  and  i)ursuits,  and  in  all  the  associations  of  his 
life. 

He  was  born  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1803,  at  Whitehills,  in  the 
County  of  Burlington.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Field  and  Abby,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Richard  and  Annis  Stockton. 

I  find  among  his  paper  a  sketch  of  the  Field  family.  It  is  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  and  seems  to  be  acopy  of  a  letter  written  to  some  inquirer 
as  to  the  history  of  the  family.     It  is  as  follows  : 

"  John  Field  was  the  first  of  the  name  who  settled  in  New  Jersey.  lie 
was  the  grandson  of  Robert  Field,  who  in  1644,  came  from  England  to 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  year  after  removed  to  Flushing, 
Lono-  Island.     His  descent  can  be  traced  back  in  a  direct  line  to  John 
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Field,  a  distinguished  astronomer,  who  died  in  the  ieij,'u  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  •who  was  the  tirst  to  introduce  the  C'opernican  system  of  As- 
tronomy into  England.  It  was  iu  recognition  of  the  great  service  which 
he  had  thus  rendered  to  the  cause  of  science,  that  lie  received  a  patent 
in  lo-lS,  tlie  oth  and  Gth  of  Philip  and  Miuy,  uuthorizing  him  to  hear  a 
crest  over  his/mnili/  arm,^,  "a  red  right  arm  issuing  from  the  clou<ls  and 
supporting  a  golden  sphere,"  thereby  intimating  the  splendor  of  the 
Copernican  discovery.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  seal  with  three  sides 
to  it,  which  was  no  doubt  brought  to  this  country  by  Robert  Field,  and 
which  has  been  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another.  On  one 
side  is  the  family  coat  of  arms,  "  a  chevron  between  three  wheat  sheaves" 
on  the  other  side  is  the  crcd  beibre  referred  to,  an  arm  supporting  a 
globe,  and  on  the  other  side  "  R.  F."  the  initials  of  the  name  of  liohert 
FiM.  I  Inclose  an  engraving  of  the  coat  of  arms  surmounted  by  the 
crest. 

"The  dcscendents  of  the  family  in  Xew  Jersey,  as  far  as  I  can  trace 
them  are, 

"  1.  Robert  Field,  who  was  born  January  0,  1094,  and  who  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna  Taylor. 

"  3.  Roljert  Field,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Field,  who  was  born  ^May 
U,  172:3,  and  died  January  29,  177.>,  and  who  married  Mary,  daughter  ot 
Oswald  and  Lydia  Peale. 

"  3.  Robert  Field,  son  of  Roljert  and  Mary  Field,  who  was  born  Ai)ril .-), 
1775  and  died  April  24,  1810.  lie  lived  at  Whitehill,  in  the  County  of 
Burlington,  a  plantation  which  had  been  in  the  family  i)robably  from 
the  lirst  settlement  in  New  Jersey.  He  married  Aljby,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Annis  Stockton.  He  was  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1793, 
among  his  classmates  were  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  llobart  and  Joshua  M. 
Wallace.  lie  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five,  leaving  a  widow  who 
has  since  died,  and  live  children,  three  of  wliom  are  still  living,  namely, 
Mary  F.  Dunbar,  Richard  Stockton  Field  and  Hannah  U.  Olmsted."' 

His  maternal  grandfather  Richard  Stockton,  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  one  of  the  l.ast  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Provincial  Court  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  born  at  Princeton  on 
the  first  day  of  Octoijcr,  17:5(1  and  dieil  on  the  twenty  eighth  of  February, 
1781.  It  would  be  supcrlluous  to  dwell  upon  the  incidents  of  his  career 
which  are  so  well  known  even  to  this  generation,  and  which  have  been 
so  carefully  i)reserved  in  the  paper  on  the  Provincial  Courts  of  New 
Jersey,  read  by  his  grandson,  and  published  among  the  Collections  of  this 
Society. 
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During  the  iiext  yetir  after  the  death  of  Robert  Field,  his  family  re- 
moved to  Princeton  where  the  relatives  of  Mrs.  Field  resided.  He 
entered  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1817,  and  was  graduated  in  1821, 
before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  I  learn  from  one  of  the  com- 
panions of  his  college  days,  that  he  was  very  studious  and  fond  of 
reading,  and  probably  laid  the  foundation  at  that  early  age  for  his  wide 
knowledge  of  English  and  Classic  literature.  He  took  the  second  honor 
in  his  class  and  was  thought,  as  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
expresses  it,  to  possess  a  fine  and  masculine  understanding.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  his  materunl  uncle  Richard 
Stockton,  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  been  a  special  favorite,  and  for 
whom  he  always  entertained  and  expressed  tlie  most  unbounded  admira- 
tion. Mr.  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  his  early  companion,  whom  I  have  alluded 
to,  and  also  a  student  in  Mr.  Stockton's  office,  says  "  each  winter  v.'hile 
studying,  I  spent  in  Georgia  and  when  at  home  studied  in  my  room,  but 
as  we  were  examined  together  by  Mr.  Stocivton,  I  was  aware  of  his  rapid 
mastery  of  the  most  abstruse  works  on  law  such  as  Fearne  on  Remain- 
ders, and  Coke  upon  Littleton.  Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Salem.  I  think  he  told  me  that  after  a  few 
years  practice,  he  paid  a  visit  to  Mississippi  where  he  had  a  brother  or 
sister  living,  but  did  not  remain  although  strongly  solicited  to  do  so.  In 
182G  his  cousin  Commodore  Stockton  wished  to  draw  him  into  politics, 
but  he  wisely  resisted  the  temptation.  He  once  told  me  that  he  felici- 
tated himself  in  his  adhesion  to  this  resolution." 

He  was  led  to  go  to  Salem  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle  Lucius  Horatio 
Stockton,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  courts  in  that  county. 
Aaron  Ogden  Dayton,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  that  county  had 
recently  removed  to  New  York,  and  his  place  was  filled  by  Mr  Field, 
and  also,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Aaron  S.  Pennington  v*ho  however  only 
remained  there  a  short  time.  Mr.Field  entered  with  his  usual  zeal  and  ardor 
upon  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Salem.  His  competitors  were  Alphonso 
L.  Eakin,  William  N.  Jeffers,  Francis  L.  Macculloch,  and  Richard  P. 
Thompson,  afterwards  Attorney  General.  Lawyers  were  gladiators  in 
those  days,  in  the  legal  and  political  arenas,  especially  in  a  place  so 
secluded  as  Salem  then  was.  Their  contests  over  a  will  or  some  other 
matter  of  local  interest,  were  apt  to  divide  the  whole  community  into 
rival  factions  led  by  their  respective  legal  champions.  And  they  some- 
times assumed  a  character  of  personal  bitterness,  which  is  now  happily 
almost  unknown. 

There  are  traditions  of  controversies  almost  amounting  to   quarrels 
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between  ^Ir.  Field  and  William  N.  JelTers,  which  are  now  of  no  interest 
except  perhaps  as  being  one  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  change  of 
his  residence. 

He  married  in  1831  Mary  llitchie,  the  niece  of  Judge  Joseph  KiUe,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Salem.  She  died  in  Princeton  September  8th,  1852, 
lifter  a  union  of  twenty-one  years.  I  have  he^rd  him  remark,  that  he 
then  intended  to  reside  i:)ermanently  in  Salem,  and  had  sent  the  furniture 
for  his  house  in  a  sloop  from  Pliiladeli)hi;i,  which  was  ice-bound  in  the 
river  through  the  winter  of  1831.  While  waiting  for  it  he  spent  the 
winter  in  Princeton,  which  led  to  a  change  of  plans,  and  he  removed  to 
Princeton  in  the  spring  of  1833  where  he  resided  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  part  of  Princeton  where  he  lived  was  then  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  in  1833,  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  was 
again  elected  in  1834. 

In  1837  the  question  of  erecting  the  new  County  of  Mercer  out  of 
parts  of  Hunterdon,  Burlington  and  Middlesex,  was  a  matter  of  exciting 
controversy,  and  he  was  again  elected  to  the  assembly  as  an  advocate  of 
the  law  creating  Mercer  County,  which  was  passed  February  22d,  1838. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  the  law  creating  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  sever<il  counties  of 
the  state,  and  adding  two  Judges  to  the  Supreme  Court.  William  L. 
Dayton,  who  was  a  member  of  the  same  Legislature,  was  appointed  one 
of  the  new  Judges,  and  John  ^loore  White,  then  Attorney  General  re- 
ceived the  other  appointment.  Mr.  Field  was  ai^pointed  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  the  place  of  Mr.  White.  These  three  appointments  were  made 
February  28,  1838. 

Thus  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-live,  Mr.  Field  had  attained  the  high 
position  of  the  first  law  ofilcor  of  the  state.  At  that  time  it  was 
customary  for  the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute  the  pleas  in  such 
counties  throughout  the  state  as  he  saw  proper,  and  he  entered  upon 
these  duties  with  characteristic  zeal.  He  regularly  attended  the  courts 
of  Essex  and  other  counties,  and  gained  higli  distinction  as  an  ad- 
vocate in  criminal  cases.  These  duties  however  proved  burdensome 
and  distasteful  to  him,  and  he  resigned  the  oflice  in  1841,  and  devoted 
himself  to  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession  in  Princeton.  His  rela- 
tives the  Stockton  family  were  then  largely  interested  in  the  alfairs  of  the 
Joint  Companies,  and  he  was  engaged  in  responsible  and  lucrative  pro- 
fessional duties  arising  out  of  tiiat  relation. 

Up  to  1844,  the  government  of  the  state  had  been  administered  under 
the  i)rovincial  Constitution  passed  jjrlor  to  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
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deuce,  July  4tb,  177G,  and  although  that  document  was  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  illustrations  of  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  our  forefathers, 
yet  the  necessity  of  changes  in  the  fundamental  law  adapted  to  the 
altered  condition  of  the  state  had  long  been  felt.  Many  efforts  had  been 
made  to  bring  about  a  modification. 

At  length  on  the  23d  of  February,  1811:,  a  law  was  passed  providing 
for  the  election  of  delegates,  to  i^repare  a  constitution,  and  for  submitting 
the  same  to  the  peojjle. 

The  number  of  delegates  was  to  be  equal  to  the  number  of  members 
of  the  General  Assembly  from  each  county.  Mercer  County  was  there- 
fore entitled  to  three,  among  whom  Mr.  Field  was  elected,  his  associates 
from  that  county  being  Henry  W.  Green  and  John  R.  Thompson. 

This  body  assembled  in  Trenton  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  1844,  and 
was  one  of  vast  importance  and  abiding  interest,  as  a  body  charged 
with  framing  the  fundamental  law  of  a  state  must  always  be.  After  the 
lapse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  during  which  we  have  lived 
under  the  influence  of  their  labors  with  singular  harmony  and  prosperity, 
it  is  interesting  to  recall  some  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  Ijeen  so 
familiar  to  us  during  the  last  generation  and  who  are  so  rapidly  passing 
away.  Among  them  are  Governors  Isaac  II.  Williamson,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
Charles  C.  Stratton,  and  George  F.  Fort,  Chancellors  Oliver  S.  Halsted 
and  Henry  "W.  Green  ;  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  Joshua 
Brick,  Jonathan  I.  Spencer,  Joshua  Swain,  ]\Ioses  Wills,  William  Nelson 
Wood,  Ferdinand  S.  Schenck,  Robert  S.  Kennedy ;— Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Daniel  Elmer,  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  Henry  W.  Green, 
Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Elias  B.  D.  Ogden,  George  H.  Brown,  and  Martin 
Ryerson  ;  Senators,  Mahlon  Dickerson,  John  C.  Ten  Eyck  John  R.  Thom- 
son and  Alexander  G.  Cattell ; — Members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Silas  Condit,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  James  Parker,  George  H.  Brown, 
Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Joseph  E.  Edsall ; — Attorneys  General  Richard 
P.  Thompson,  Abraham  Browning  and  Richard  S.  Field,  besides  others 
of  high  destinction  in  other  than  political  fields,  such  as  Elias  Van  Arsdale, 
Robert  Gilchrist,  Peter  I.  Clark,  Alexander  Wurts,  Ephraim  ]\[arsh, 
Phineas  B.  Kennedy  and  David  Naar. 

I  have  named  here  thirty-five  individuals,  repeating  some  who  have 
held  more  than  one  office.  The  whole  convention  contained  but  fifty- 
eight  only  twenty-three  besides  those  I  have  mentioned. 

This  is  a  remarkable  record.  If  worth  and  ability  are  to  be  measured 
in  any  degree  by  public  recognition  and  important  public  trusts,  then 
New  Jersey  succeeded  in  committing  this  high  duty  to  her  best  and 
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ablest  luinUs.  It  may  be  added  that  tliis  valuable  result  was  reached 
through  a  general  agreement  to  avoid  any  party  strife  in  the  selection, 
which  was  adhered  to,  with  a  single  cxcei)tion.  We  may  congratulate 
ourselves  at  this  day  that  a  work  so  important  was  done  under  circum- 
stances so  favorable. 

Mr.  Field  always  looked  back  with  satisfaction  on  his  share  of  this 
great  work.  The  convention  voted  down  a  resolution  oftbred  on  the  third 
day  of  the  session  to  employ  a  reporter  to  make  an  accurate  report  of  tlic 
proceedings  and  debates,  so  that  we  have  no  such  record  except  from  the 
ncwsijapors  of  the  day. 

Immediately  upon  the  election  of  oflicers  Mr.  Field  ofVered  the  loliow- 
ing  preamble  and  resolution  which  were  adojjted. 

WuEKEAs  the  delegates  coinposing  the  convention  liiiveassemliled  in  i)ur6uance 
of  hiw  to  prepare  a  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey  ; 
and  whereas  ujiou  the  issue  of  our  deliberations  may  depend,  luider  Providence, 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  this  and  future  generations;  — and  whereas  in  view 
of  the  solemn  and  responsible  duties  devolved  ujion  us,  it  is  meet  that  we  sliould 
acknowledge  our  dependence  ujiou  (!od,  and  invoke  his  blessing  upon  our 
labors ; — therefore, 

Jiciolvcd,  Tliat  the  sittings  of  this  convention  l)e  opened  every  nior'ning  with 
prayer,  and  that  the  Clergymen  ol  the  City  of  Trenton  and  its  vicinity  be  invited 
to  officiate  upon  such  occasions. 

I  cite  this  in  order  to  show  how  deei)ly  he  felt  the  important  nature  of 
this  duty,  as  well  as  to  furnish  an  example,  of  the  felicitous  mode  of 
expression  for  which  be  was  so  remarkable. 

In  distributing  the  parts  of  the  constitution  among  dilTcrcnt  commit- 
tees, he  was  placed  upon  that  relating  to  the  appointing  power. 

I  shall  hereafter  refer  at  length  to  his  earnest  efforts  before  and  after 
this  date,  in  behalf  of  public  education.  I  find  that  on  the  twelfth  of 
Juuc  he  olfjred  a  resolution  in  the  convention  that  the  suliject  of  com- 
mon schools  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  Jive,  which  wasadopteil. 
The  committee  through  him  as  its  chairman  reported  on  the  fourteenth 
of  June,  the  provision  which  is  now  found  in  Section  7  of  Article  IV  of 
the  Constitution  providing  for  the  secure  investment  and  preservation  of 
the  school  fund,  and  restraining  the  Legislature  from  borrowing,  appro- 
priating, or  using  the  fund  for  any  other  jHirjJose  under  any  [jretencc 
whatsoever.  And  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  he  was  one  of  the  snuill  num 
ber  of  eight  members,  to  vote  in  favor  of  an  article  proi)Oscd  by  Mr.  I'eter 
I.  Clark,  that  "  do  person  born  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  under  the  same,  unless  he  can  read  the  English 
language,  except  in  cases  of  physical  disability." 

The  constitution  framed  by  this  Convention  under  such  favorable  au- 
spices,   was  ratified   by   the  people  and  continues    unchanged.      Only 
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thirty-five  Inmclred  and  twenty-six  votes  were  cast  against,  out  of  nearly 
twenty-four  thousand.  In  1853  an  association  was  formed  composed  of 
the  surviving  members  of  the  Convention  of  1844,  and  in  February, 
1853,  its  first  meeting  was  held  in  Trenton,  and  the  first  annual  address 
was  delivered  by  Mi'.  Field.  His  subject  was  one  which  he  had  studied 
with  the  deepest  interest — the  Formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  State?.  I  have  before  me  in  manuscript,  six  lectures  upon  this 
and  kindred  topics,  delivered  by  him  in  1847  in  the  College  of  New 
Jersey.  These,  with  the  published  address  Ijefore  the  Convention  Asso- 
ciation, would  form  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  principles  of  American  Constitutional  Law.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  design  which  I  know  he  cherished  at  one  time,  of  re- 
vising and  publishing  them  in  a  volume,  was  never  fulfilled. 

He  did  not  hold  any  other  political  office  until  his  appointment  as 
United  States  Senator  in  1863,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years.  But 
this  was  not  the  least  active  and  useful  portion  of  his  life.  He 
Avas  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  but  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  member  of  our  )jar,  he  gave  his  time  to  literary  pursuits 
and  to  public  labors  outside  of  tlie  ordinary  path  of  the  lawyer.  Prom- 
inent among  these  labors,  were  his  efforts  in  connection  with  the  Kew 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  and  with  tlic  work  of  public  education  in  this 
State. 

On  the  37th  of  February,  1845,  as  I  have  stated,  he  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  this  Society,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  members  of  its  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  of  Princeton,  in  a  letter  read  at  this  meeting,  al- 
ludes to  the  fact  that  he  had  several  months  before  been  in  consultation 
with  Mr.  Field,  as  to  the  formation  of  such  a  Society,  and  it  will  be  ac- 
knowledged that  few  men  who  have  been  connected  with  it,  have  been 
more  faithful  to  its  interests,  or  contributed  more  copiously  to  its  pur- 
poses. He  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  1845  and  1840, 
and  again  in  1851  to  1859,  when  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents.  He  continued  to  hold  this  position  until  1869,  when  he  was 
elected  President,  to  succeed  the  Hon.  James  Parker.  An  examination 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  will  show  how  earnestly  he  labored 
to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society,  under  circumstances  of  much  dis- 
couragement. 

One  of  his  most  important  lalwrs  in  this  connection  was  his  paper  on 
The  Provincial  Courts  of  New  Jersey,  lead  in  1848,  and  published  as 
the  third  volume  of  the  Collections  of  this  Society.     It  is  a  very  inter- 
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csting  aiul  valuable  history  of  tlic  Provincial  Courts  of  New  Jersey,  with 
sketches  of  the  Colouial  judges  and  lawyers,  forming  a  volume  of  over 
three  hundred  pages.  It  exhibits  the  careful  research  and  the  felicity  of 
expression  which  always  distinguished  him.  In  September,  1851,  he 
read  an  iuterosting  paper  on  the  Trial  of  Kcv.  "William  Tennent,  for 
pcrjurj^  in  1742,  In  18."52  he  contributed  the  leading  article  in  the 
Princeton  Review,  on  "  Tlic  Publications  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,"  with  a  si)ecial  notice  of  "  Tlie  Papers  of  Governor  Lewis 
Morris."  At  the  annual  meeting  in  186."),  he  delivered  an  address  on  the 
Life  and  Character  of  Chief-Justice  Hornblower,  the  tirst  President  of  the 
Societ}',  and  again  in  1800,  he  performed  a  like  duty  as  to  his  immediate 
predecessor,  !Mr.  James  Parker. 

Besides  these,  his  most  important  contributions,  he  was  always  zealous 
in  the  service  of  the  Society,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  promoting  its 
( fficiency,  and  adding  to  the  materials  which  it  is  its  object  to  preserve 
from  oblivion.  And  these  were  to  him  labors  of  love.  lie  enjoyed  in- 
vestigation, lie  was  i)roud  of  his  native  State,  and  was  eager  to  trace 
the  germs  of  her  institutions,  and  the  origin  of  her  laws  and  customs. 
Confident  of  her  future,  he  was  anxious  to  gather  up  and  preserve  all  the 
materials  of  her  early  history.  He  was  not  an  antiquary.  No  man 
looked  forward  more  eagerly  or  hopefully,  lie  was  emphatically  a  man 
of  action,  for  the  present  and  the  future.  He  cherished  the  firmest  con- 
fidence in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  State  and  country,  and  was 
keenly  interested  in  all  plans  and  efforts  to  advance  them.  But  like  a 
wise  builder,  he  looked  carefully  to  the  foundation  upon  which  the  State 
was  to  be  built,  that  he  might  better  know  how  to  do  his  part  in  making 
it  symmetrical  and  permanent.  He  always  had  a  motive  for  his  labors, 
and  this  was  the  true  reason  of  his  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Historical  Society.  He  surveyed  the  State  as  a  whole,  in  its  individual 
life,  and  in  its  relations  to  our  complex  federal  system.  He  loved  to 
scrutinize  its  beginnings  and  to  trace  its  growth,  knowing  that  its  future 
must  arise  out  of  its  past,  and  lie  moulded  in  a  great  degree,  according 
to  the  impress  of  its  origin  and  early  history.  It  will  be  fortunate  for 
this  Society  and  for  the  State,  if  we  shall  still  find  men  of  cultivation 
and  ability  like  tlie  first  tliicc  Presidents,  who  shall  be  willing  to  look 
backward  as  well  as  forward  ;  to  learn  the  precious  lessons  and  to  gather  up 
the  fleeting  materials  of  the  j)ast,  as  well  as  to  strive  in  the  eager  pur- 
suits of  our  present  life.  In  the  keen  strife  for  personal  advantage,  we 
are  too  apt  to  neglect  those  duties  which  have  no  promise  of  profit  or 
fame.     In  our  urgent  race  for  the  rewards  set  before  us,  we  forget  to 
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leave  our  laudmarks.  We  regard  such  labors  as  those  which  this  Society 
solicits  of  the  citizen,  as  thankless  tasks— fit  only  for  mousing  antif|uaries, 
and  unworthy  of  men  who  strive  to  bear  a  jiart  in  the  duties  and 
labors  of  the  present.  We  are  almost  inclined  to  sneer  at  the  Dryasdusts 
who  stop  to  gather  up  the  wrecks  and  lumber  that  we  leave  behind,  and 
wc  impatiently  Ijid  them  let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead.  We  do  not 
appreciate  how  eagerly  some  future  age  will  seek  for  the  form  and  fea- 
tures of  this,  and  how  surely  the  next  age  will  be  moulded  by  this,  as 
we  have  been  by  those  that  have  already  passed.  Emerson  says  •  "  And 
him  I  reckon  the  most  learned  scholar,  not  who  can  unearth  for  me  the 
buried  dynasties  of  Sesostris  and  Ptolemy,  the  Sothiac  era,  the  Olym- 
piads and  the  consulships,  but  who  can  unfold  the  theory  of  this  par- 
ticular Wednesday."  There  is  a  wise  thought  in  this,  but  surely  he  is 
best  able  to  unfold  the  theory,  and  to  know  the  true  meaning  and  value 
of  the  present,  who  is  most  familiar  with  the  features  of  the  past.  It 
may  ha  said   of  national  as  of  individual  life, — 

"  Now  !  It  is  gone,  our  hours  do  travel  poit, 
Each  with  its  thought  or  deed,  its  Avhy  o'r  how  ; 
But  know,  cacli  passiug  hour  gives  up  its  gliost., 
To  dwell  within  thee,  an  eternal  now." 

I  make  these  observations,  with  much  sense  of  self  reproach  at  ray 
own  neglect,  because  I  have  so  often  heard  Mr.  Field  enforce  the  duty 
they  allude  to,  and  know  how  intelligently  and  faithfully  he  endeavored 
to  discharge  it. 

A'!d  this  brings  me  naturally  to  another  field  of  his  labors.  I  refer  to 
his  lifelong  efi'orts  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  New  Jersey. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  by  a  careful  research  to  trace  in  minute 
detail  the  beginning  and  course  of  these  labors.  But  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Normal  School,  they  are  preserved  only  in  the  columns 
of  the  newspapers  of  the  Stale  and  in  other  forms  equally  inaccessible. 
But  it  is  well  known  that  from  the  earliest  period  of  his  active  life  he 
was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  popular  education.  lie  threw  himself  into 
this  cause  with  an  almost  passionate  zeal — not  as  a  hobby,  or  a  diversion  — 
not  as  a  means  to  other  ends— uot  for  popularity  or  personal  gain,  for  he 
labored  in  it  when  the  cause  was  by  no  means  a  popular  one.  He  did  it 
Avith  a  high  and  far  reaching  purpose.  He  understood  more  fully  than 
any  man  I  ever  knew,  the  true  foundation  of  a  State.  He  was  deeply 
versed  in  political  history  and  economy.  He  was  fully  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  free  government :  and  with  the  broad  comprehension  that  was 
characteristic  of  his  mmd,  he  knew  that  the  true  safety  of  the  State— 
the  only  guarantee  for  the  success  of  ])opular  government,  was  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people.     He  had  a  high  regard  for  our  Constitution  and   a 
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deei)  interest  in  the  course  of  Legislation,  iiut  be  felt  that  the  wisest 
constitutional  safeguards,  and  the  best  laws,  must  be  powerless  and 
transitory,  if  the  people  were  left  in  ignorance.  And  he  knew  and  urged, 
long  before  it  was  made  a  part  of  our  State  system,  that  in  order  to 
educate  the  people  we  must  teach  the  teachers,  and  hence  his  faithful 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  State  Normal  School,  which  I  regard  as 
one  of  his  best  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Act  to  establish  tlie  State  Normal  School  was  passed  February 
9th,  1855.  Mr.  Field  had  been  the  earnest  advocate  of  such  an  Act  for 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  was  at  once  elected 
President  of  the  Board,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  caj^acity  until 
the  close  of  his  life.  I  have  before  me  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Board  from  1855  to  1870,  comprising,  with  the  documents  connected 
with  them,  two  thick  volumes.  All  of  these  reports  were  written 
by  Mr.  Field — the  last  bearing  date  December  2,  18G9.  They  form 
an  enduring  monument  to  his  fame.  The  results  of  the  labors  they 
record  will  reach  far  into  the  future,  and  will  be  felt  in  remote 
generations,  when  all  monuments  by  which  we  strive  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  our  worthiest,  in  brass  or  marble,  sliall  have  crumbled. 

Professor  AVilliam  F.  Phelps,  now  princijjal  of  tlio  Minnesota  State 
Normal  ScliooJ,  was  chosen  to  that  position  in  this  State  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  school  in  1855,  and  held  it  until  March  1864.  To  his 
great  experience  ami  aljility  the  institution  is  indebted  for  much  of 
its  efficiency  and  success.  Knowing  the  intimate  relations  he  sustained 
with  Judge  Field,  during  that  period,  I  took  occasion  to  request  Professor 
Pheljjs  to  give  me  any  information  in  his  power,  as  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the  school  during  the  first  ten  years,  lie  has  kindly  furnished 
me  with  a  sketch  so  full  of  interest,  that  I  need  no  excuse  for  reprodu- 
cing it  almost  entire.     He  says  : 

"  I  am  able  to  say  in  the  first  jjlace  that  to  Jutlge  Field  more  than  to 
any  other  citizen,  or  to  any  number  of  citizens,  are  the  j'cople  of  New 
Jersey  indebted  for  the  existence  and  success  of  the  Normal  School  of 
that  State.  It  was  estal)lished  as  you  may  know  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. At  the  time  the  act  was  passed  there  was  no  resi)onsible  politi- 
cal m'tjority  in  the  Legislature,  as  parties  were  considerably  disintegrated. 
All  were  surprised  at  the  passage  of  the  Act  estalj'ishing  the  Normal 
School.  Immediately  thereafter  a  coiubiuation  was  commenced  to  secure 
its  rejection  through  a  reconsideration.  This  movement  was  defeated  by 
the  adroit  management  of  some  of  its  friends  who  secured  the  executive 
signature  befon;  the  combination  was  complete.     This  secured  for  the 
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school  one  year's  lease  of  life.  In  tbe  meantime  the  Trustees  wdre 
ajipoiuted,  and  Judge  Field  was  elected  President  of  the  Board.  To  the 
duty  of  supervising  the  organization  of  the  school  and  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  building  for  its  accomodation,  he  gave  himself  with  unsparing- 
devotion.  He  felt  that  everything  depended  upon  the  successful  working 
of  the  school,  and  upon  committing  the  State  to  its  support  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  the  following  year  1856.  My  acquaintnace 
with  him  began  in  August,  1856,  immediately  after  my  appointment  as 
Principal.  To  his  intelligent,  appreciative  and  hearty  support  of  all  my 
plans  of  organization  and  administration  was  due  the  success  and  popu- 
larity of  the  school,  which  has  since  Ijeen  the  source  of  such  unmeasured 
blessings  to  New  Jersey.  That  school  is  the  corner  stone  of  the  Common 
School  system  of  the  State,  and  to  its  benign  influence  more  than  to  any 
other  cause  are  the  people  indebted  for  the  vast  improvement  which  has 
been  effected  in  the  last  fifteen  years  in  that  direction. 

"When  the  late  Paul  Farnum  of  Beverly  proposed  the  munificent 
bequest  which  gave  to  the  State  the  building  bearing  his  name,  with  an 
endowment  of  $20,000  on  condition  that  the  State  should  adopt  the 
school  and  appropriate  annually  a  sum  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  en- 
dowment, it  was  Judge  Field's  thorough  appreciation  of  the  proposition 
and  his  tact  and  good  management,  that  ultimately  secured  its  acceptance. 
He  was  not  only  President  of  Board,  but  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  I  have  known  him  repeatedly  to  go  from  Princeton  to 
Trenton  to  attend  a  called  meeting  of  the  Committe  and  be  the  only 
member  present.  His  sacrifices  for  the  Normal  School  were  incessant  in 
the  days  of  its  weakness.  If  its  finances  were  embarrassed  he  was  always 
ready  to  make  advances.  If  it  was  threatened  with  hostile  legislation 
he  was  on  hand  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  defend  and  save  it.  If  its 
instructors  were  disheartened  or  discouraged  he  was  frequently  by  their 
side  with  words  of  cheer  and  acts  of  kindness. 

"  Among  his  benefactions  to  the  school  Avas  a  complete  collection  of  tho 
flora  of  the  State,  selected  and  catalogued  by  the  distinguished  botanist 
Dr.  Torrey,  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,500.  lie  took  great  interest  in  the 
ornamentatiou  of  the  grounds,  and  in  every  detail  which  could  add  to 
the  attractiveness  and  efficiency  of  the  school. 

"  Judge  Field's  warm  sympathy  for  this  State  Institution  grew  out  of 
his  great  devotion  to  the  common  schools  which  he  ever  regarded  as  the 
bulwark  of  our  American  liberty.  AVitli  him  the  Normal  School  was  an 
indispensable  means  to  an  important  end.  Without  good  teachers  the 
Common  Schools  must  fail.     Without  Normal  Schools  a  supply  of  com- 
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petents  teachers  was  impossible,  lie  was  one  of  the  few  in  the  State 
who  labored  for  years  to  secure  tlie  establishment  of  such  an  Institution 
as  was  fuially  brought  into  existence  in  18.")."). 

"  I  rcfiret  that  space  will  not  permit  me  to  write  more  at  length  of  his 
relation  to  the  cause  of  public  education  in  the  State  lie  loved  so  well. 
But  I  will  give  one  incident,  now  a  matter  of  history,  which  illustrates 
at  once  his  devotion  and  at  the  same  time  his  tact  and  skill  in  contro-  • 
versy.  At  the  last  annual  convention  of  the  Episcojjal  Church  in  New 
Jersey,  over  which  Bishop  Doane  presided,  held  in  Newari<,  a  strong 
eifort  was  made  in  behalf  of  Parochial  Schools.  The  object  was  f  think 
to  commit  the  church  to  the  exclusive  support  of  Parochial  Schools  in 
opposition  to  the  Common  Schools.  The  movement  was  the  result  of 
quite  a  strong  combination,  and  Judge  Field  was  advised  of  it  before- 
hand. I  do  not  know  whether  any  effort  was  made  to  draw  him  into 
the  coml)ination.  During  the  session  of  the  Convention,  the  resolutions 
were  proposed  and  several  strong  speeches  were  made  in  their  support. 
Judge  Field  remained  a  silent  listener  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  dis- 
cussion, as  it  seemed  probable  that  the  movement  would  succeed,  when 
he  arose  and  after  calmly  expressing  his  dissent  from  the  views  which  had 
been  advanced,  read  from  a  pamphlet  one  of  the  most  masterly  argu- 
ments, in  behalf  of  the  Common  Schools  and  their  claims  for  support 
upon  the  whole  peojile,  ever  made  by  any  man.  This  pamphlet  i^roved 
to  be  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  by  Bishop  Doane  himself, 
made  in  the  year  1838  in  behalf  of  a  convention  which  met  in  February  of 
that  year  to  arouse  public  attention  to  the  condition  of  education  in  the 
State.  Judge  Field  then  took  his  seat,  the  Bishop  arose  and  declared 
that  he  stood  l)y  every  word  of  that  address,  aixl  the  movement  fell  to 
the  ground  It  has,  I  believe,  never  since  Ijccii  renewed.  This  identical 
pamphlet  with  the  jjaragraphs  quoted  by  our  friend  and  marked  by  his 
own  hand,  I  send  you  herewith,  as  both  of  the  chief  actors  in  this  scene 
have  passed  away  and  as  this  splendid  address  is  out  of  print  and 
almost  forgotten,  it  seems  to  me  very  proper  that  it  should  Liecome  the 
property  of  the  Historical  Society  as  the  repository  of  all  that  relates  to 
the  past  of  your  noble  State  ;  and  as  a  souvenir  of  one  of  its  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  and  an  earnest  active  member  of  the  Society,  it  must  also 
possess  a  peculiar  value." 

The  pamphlet  alluded  to  by  Professor  Phelps,  I  have  deposited  in  the 
Lil)rary  of  this  Society. 

Engaged  in  these  and  kintlrcd  lal)ors,  Mr.  Field  occupied  no  political 
position  until  18G3.     He  was  however  constantly  active  in  his  professional 
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and  literai-y  pursuits,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  political  atfairs.  He 
devoted  much  time  to  the  adornment  of  his  beautiful  grounds  and  to 
horticulture  in  all  its  forms.  He  was  for  some  years  a  Professor  in  the 
Law  School  established  in  connection  with  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in 
1846,  and  in  1859  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  that 
Institution.  Among  his  published  addresses  was  one  delivered  in  1855, 
before  the  Edgehill  Literary  Society  on  the  Power  of  Habit. 

From  the  organization  of  the  Republican  Party  he  was  one  of  its  most 
zealous  supporters,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  support  of  the  government  in  the  struggle,  with 
all  the  energy  of  his  nature,  and  with  the  most  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  resalt.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1801,  he  delivered  an  Oration  in  Prince- 
ton, taking  for  his  subject  "  The  Constitution  not  a  compact  between 
sovereign  States."  This  was  familiar  ground  for  him,  and  he  discussed 
the  subject  with  all  his  usual  ability,  and  with  the  lofty  enthusiam 
inspired  by  the  conflict  which  was  then  but  just  begun.  His  temper  in 
this  conflict,  and  his  firm  faith  in  the  success  of  the  national  cause,  are 
strikingly  shown  in  some  of  the  last  words  of  this  speech.     He  said  : 

"  We  have  no  unkind  feelings  towards  the  people  of  the  south,— up  to 
the  very  last,  our  heart's  i^rayer  has  been  that  they  would  see  before  it 
was  forever  too  late,  the  fatal  error  of  their  way,  and  that  they  would 
allow  us  to  return  to  the  scabbard,  with  its  blade  unstained  by  their 
blood,  the  sword  which  we  have  so  reluctantly  drawn. 

"But  although  slow  to  take  up  arras — although  even  when  prepared  to 
strike,  hesitating  to  do  so,  that  the  utmost  time  might  be  given  for 
repentance,  let  not  our  position  be  misunderstood.  To  those  whom  we 
cannot  but  regard  as  traitors,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  no  concessions 
are  to  be  made,  no  terms  proposed.  Unconditional  submission  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  must  be  absolutely  insisted  upon.  This  is  the 
peojile's  stern  resolve — their  inflexible  purpose.  Until  it  is  accomplished 
never  will  they  lay  down  their  arms,  never,  never.  A  disastrous  war — 
defeat,  followed  by  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union — would  be  better  than 
any  jjeace  which  even  tacitly  acknowledges  the  right  of  secession.  Yes  I 
if  the  South  are  to  go  out  of  the  Union,  let  them  hew  their  way  out  by 
the  sword.  It  will  be  so  rough  a  way,  that  others  will  not  be  likely 
thereafter  to  tread  in  it.  But  make  the  way  easy,  let  it  be  once  under- 
stood that  there  can  be  such  a  thing  as  peaceful  secession,  and  you  ex- 
inguish  all  hope  of  preserving  what  may  yet  remain  of  the  Union." 

He  maintained  this  position  firmly  throughout  the  war,  never  w\ivcr- 
ing  or  desponding,  but  always  ready  widi  purse  aud  pen  to  support  the 
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government  in  suppressiog  tlie  rebellion.  His  only  son  volunteered  in 
1861,  anil  served  with  distinction  through  the  whole  war— devoting 
himself  to  the  military  profession.  He  was  transferred  to  the  regular 
army  in  which  he  is  now  a  Captain. 

Having  thus  reached  tlie  age  of  si.vty,  after  a  career  of  so  much  honor 
and  usefulaess,Mr.  Field  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Olden,  in  November,  1802, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate  caused  by  the  death  of 
John  R.  Thompson.  It  was  known  that  he  could  hold  this  position  but 
a  few  weeks,  the  Democratic  party  being  then  in  a  majority  in  the  State 
Legislature  which  was  to  meet  in  January, 

I  think  it  seldom  happens  tliat  a  Senator  makes  so  marked  an  impres- 
sion in  so  short  a  service,  as  did  Mr.  Field.  He  took  his  seat  on  the  first 
of  Decpmber,_1862.  On  the  fourth  he  delivered  a  graceful  eulogy  upon 
his  predecessor  Mr.  Thompson.  The  (luestion  of  the  hour  was  with 
reference  to  the  discharge  of  state  prisoners  ariestetl  by  order  of  the 
President.  It  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  these  arrests  and  practically 
to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  The  power  of 
the  President  to  do  this  was  strenuously  denied.  It  was  earnestly  con- 
tended that  Congress  alone  had  that  power  under  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  Legislature  and  not  the  Executive,  should  judge  of  the  political 
considerations  on  wiiich  that  power  rested.  Tbis  question  became  one 
of  exciting  iDtercst,and  was  warmly  discussed  in  Congress  and  by  the  press. 
On  the  ninth  of  December,  Mr,  Field  made  a  short  speech  indicating 
his  views  on  this  question,  and  on  the  seventh  ot  January  he  made  an 
elaborate  argument  on  the  subject,  maintaining  the  jJower  of  the 
President  with  great  force  and  eloquence.  The  question  has  lost  its 
interest  now,  and  the  subject  was  j^i'^ctically  set  at  rest  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  ^larch  3d,  1863,  l.)y  which  the  President  was 
authorized  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
whenever  in  his  judgment  the  public  safety  recjuired  it.  Whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  question,  no  one  can  deny  that  Mr.  FieUl 
maintained  his  side  of  the  controversy  with  marked  al)ility.  And  he 
took  occasion  in  this  speech  to  recur  to  his  favorite  subject  of  the  share 
of  New  Jersey  in  the  formation  of  the  National  Constitution,  and  once 
more  to  vindicate  that  Constitution  from  the  attacks  of  its  enemies.  .\  ui  1 
lie  expressed  in  his  wonted  tone  of  unfaltering  confidence — even  in  that 
dark  hour  of  the  struggle — his  sure  faith  in  the  result.  I  cannot  forbear 
to  quote  the  closing  words  of  this  great  speech — for  they  show  the  high 
standard  of  his  patriotism  and  the  bold  temper  he  maintained  throughout 
the  war.     And  they  also  form  a  fine  example  of  the  style  of  his  oratory. 
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"  Mr.  President — I  have  faith  in  the  issue  of  this  great  struggle  in  wliich 
we  are  engaged  ;  and  never  during  tlio  darkest  hour  which  has  marked 
its  progress  has  my  confidence  ever  for  one  moment  abated.  Sir,  if  I 
supposed  it  was  possible  that  this  country  was  doomed  to  ijerish  in  this 
struggle,  I  should  begin  to  lose  my  confidence  in  the  existence  of  a 
Power  wliich  superintends  and  presides  over  the  destinies  of  the  world. 
There  are  circumstances  connected  with  our  struggle  here,  which  remind 
us  very  forcibly  of  the  struggle  that  took  place  in  England  more  than 
two  centuries  ago.  That  was  a  struggle  against  royalty,  this  is  a  struggle 
against  slavery,  and  sir,  there  are  some  striking  circumstances  of  resem- 
blance between  the  two  ;  for  history  is  always  reproducing  itself  *  * 
*  *  *  *  *  *  There  were  during  that  struggle  in  Eng- 
land dark  and  dreary  days,  when  almost  every  man  was  ready  to  despair- 
And  yet  there  were  always  noble  trusting  spirits  who  never  abated  one 
jot  of  heart  or  hope.  Among  these  was  one  whose  name  every  lover  of 
freedom  as  well  as  every  lover  of  genius  will  always  delight  to  honor.  I 
mean  John  Milton.  While  there  were  those  who  argued  that  the  state  of 
things  in  England  betokened  degeneracy  and  decay,  Milton  declared  that 
they  were  but  casting  off  the  old  and  Avrinkled  skin  of  corruption  and 
slavery ;  that  they  were  destined  to  outlive  these  pangs  and  to  wax 
young  again,  entering  upon  a  glorious  career  of  trutli  and  prosperous 
virtue ;  and  then  he  breaks  out  into  that  sublime  and  glorious  passage 
which  I  have  so  often  called  to  mind,  and  loved  to  repeat  as  not  inap- 
plicable to  our  own  condition  ;  ''  Methinks,"  said  he,  "  I  see  in  my  mind  a 
noble  and  puissant  nation  rousing  herself  like  a  strong  man  after  sleep 
and  shaking  her  invincible  locks.  Methinks,  I  see  her  as  an  eagle  mewing 
her  mighty  youth  and  kindling  her  dazzled  eyes  at  the  full  mid-day  beam  ; 
purging  and  unsealing  her  long  abused  sight  at  the  fountain  itself  of 
heavenly  radiance  ;  while  the  whole  noise  of  timorous  and  fiocking  birds 
with  those  also  who  love  the  twilight,  flatter  about  amazed  at  what  she 
means,  and  in  their  envious  gabble,  prognosticate  a  year  of  sects  and 
schisms." 

"  Mr.  President,  this  glorious  Union,  this  noble  Contitution  will  not  bo 
destroyed.  We  will  emerge  from  this  contest — I  know  it — I  believe  it — 
VVe  shall  emerge  from  this  contest  a  purer,  a  nobler,  a  freer,  a  more 
united,  a  more  happy  people,  than  we  ever  were  before.  I  rejoice  that 
this  conflict  has  come.  It  must  have  come  sooner  or  later,  and  it  would 
never  have  come  at  a  better  time  than  this.  I  believe  most  religiously 
that,  the  very  disasters  and  reverses  we  have  sustained  in  the  progress  of 
this  c(mtcst  liave  been  sent  by  a  merciful  Providence  for  our  good,  and 
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are  intended  to  render  the  victory  when  it  comes  more  lasting,  more 
thorough,  and  more  complete.  Oh  what  a  noble  contest  is  that  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  It  is  a  contest  for  law,  for  order,  for  civilization,  lor 
christianty,  for  free  .institution,  here  and  everywhere,  now  and  forever. 
Let  this  experiment  of  free  government  fnil  and  when  may  we  ever 
hope  that  another  shall  be  successful. 

"Mr.  President,  we  cannot  fail  ;  there  is  no  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
world  of  a  nation  being  suticred  to  perish  in  its  fresh  and  early  youth- 
Nations  have  risen  and  matured  and  decayed,  but  no  nation  like  ours 
has  ever  been  suffered  to  perish  in  the  morning  of  h^  life.  To  use  the 
beautiful  imagery  of  the  Bible,  our  sun  will  not  be  permitted  to  go 
down  while  it  is  yet  day ;  we  shall  C()ntinue  to  be  a  beacon  light  to  illu- 
mine the  nations  of  tlie  world  and  to  beckon  them  on  in  tlieir  jjath  of 
freedom." 

While  yet  engaged  in  his  duties  as  Senator,  3Ir.  Field  was  appointed 
by  President  Lmcoln,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  to  till  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Philemon  Dickerson.  This  appointment  was  made  January  21st, 
1863.  And  his  place  in  the  Senate  was  taken  on  the  same  day  by  Mr. 
James  W.  Wall,  who  had  Ijcen  elected  l)y  the  Legislature  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  Mr.  Thompson. 

Judge  Field  entered  immediately  on  the  duties  of  Iiis  new  position, 
with  a  keen  sense  of  their  importance,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  use  the 
rapidly  expanding  powers  of  the  Courts  of  the  Unitetl  States,  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  I  think  he  regretted  that  his  term  in  tiie 
Senate  was  so  brief.  He  lelt  himself  ([ualilied  especially  for  legislative 
duties.  I  believe  that  he  would  have  distinguished  himself  more  signally 
in  the  Senate  than  on  the  Bench,  because  the  lield  was  better  suited  to 
his  training  and  his  powers,  lie  was  in  the  true  neusc  a  statesman.  He  had 
studied  statesmanship  as  a  science.  He  was  thoroughly  familiar  with 
political  history.  He  had  studied  the  best  works  on  political  economy. 
He  was  versed  in  English  literature,  and  especially  familiar  with  the  best 
models  of  English  eloquence.  He  had  lirm  and  definite  political  convic- 
tions, and  was  tlms  prepared,  in  an  unusual  degree  for  a  legislative  career. 
But  he  entered  with  pleasure  and  zeal  upon  the  new  career  so  unexpect- 
edly opened  l)efore  him, and  although  he  had  nojuduial  experience,  he  was 
able  to  adapt  his  acquirements  to  his  new  duties  with  great  facility.  He 
saw  at  once  the  importance  of  these  duties  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  court  must  expand  under  the  pressure  of  the  war. 
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During  tbe  year  preceding,  Judge  Dickerson  had  been  almost  helpless 
from  disease.  Prior  to  the  war  little  business  had  been  done  in  the  District 
Court ;  there  had  never  been  as  many  cases  tried  in  the  Court  from  the 
time  of  its  organization,  as  are  now  often  disposed  of  in  a  single  term 
In  fact  it  was  a  piece  of  unused,  dead  machinery.  Judge  Field  imme- 
diately devoted  himself  to  the  task  of  putting  this  machinery  in  motion 
and  using  it  in  the  service  of  the  country.  The  temper  in  which  he 
entered  ujoon  his  duties  is  well  shown  in  the  opening  words  of  his  first 
charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  delivered  April  31st,1863.  I  quote  them  because 
I  have  felt  throughout  my  effort  to  portray  his  character,  that  if  I  could 
make  up  my  sketch  from  his  own  earnest  words,  uttered  from  time  to  time 
through  nearly  fifty  years,  they  would  form  the  best  picture  of  his  mind, 
and  the  best  proof  of  his  faithful  service  to  the  State.  He  said  to  the 
Grand  Jury  : 

"Upon  this  the  first  occasion  of  my  meeting  you,  I  should  be 
doing  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  and,  I  am  sure,  should  be  obstructing 
the  current  of  your  thoughts,  if  I  did  not  make  some  allusion  to  the 
unhappy  condition  of  the  country.  Even  if  it  were  possible  to  repress 
the  utterance  of  sentiments  which  at  a  time  like  this,  must  struggle  for 
expression  in  the  breast  of  every  right-minded  man,  silence  is  forbidden 
me  by  the  fact  that  there  are  crimes  and  offences  incident  to  that  con- 
dition and  growing  out  of  it,  into  which  it  may  be  your  duty  to  inquire, 
and  to  which  it  is  certainly  my  duty  to  direct  your  attention.  For  the 
la&t  two  years  we  have  been  engaged  in  a  war,  Avhich,  whether  we  consider 
its  character,  its  causes,  or  the  consequences  which  are  likely  to  flow 
from  it,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that  the 
world  has  ever  witnessed.  The  issues  involved  arc  not  disproportioned 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  contest.  They  embrace  everything  dear  to  us 
as  a  nation  ;  the  integrity  of  our  territory,  the  preservation  of  our  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions.  A  period  has  now  arrived 
when  it  has  become  manifest  to  all  that  there  is  but  one  alternative  pre. 
seuted  to  us.  This  war  must  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  until  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government  is  respected  and  obeyed  over  every  foot  of  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  we  must  submit  to  a  ruinous  and 
ignominious  peace.  Undoubtedly  war  is  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
that  can  befall  a  nation ;  and  a  civil  war,  of  all  others,  is  usually  the 
most  cruel  and  the  most  desolating.  But  like  other  evils  with  which 
God  in  his  providence  permits  either  communities  or  individuals  to  be 
afflicted,  it  is  not  always  without  its  compensations.  Like  storms  in  the  nat- 
ural world,it  sometimes  has  the  effect  of  purifying  the  political  atmosphere. 


MEMOIR   OF   RICUAUD   S.    FIELD.  129 

It  scourges  before  it  tlie  lazj-  elements  which  without  it  would  stagnate 
into  pestilence.  The  very  suflerings  it  produces,  and  the  sacrifices  it 
compels,  have  a  tendency  to  extinguish  the  vices  which  are  engendered, 
and  to  call  into  action  the  virtues  which  arc  apt  to  languish  in  times  of 
l^rosperity  and  peace.  And  then,  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  are 
greater  evils  than  war,  and  evils  too,  against  which  war  alone  can  l"ur- 
nish  an  adequate  protection.  When  this  is  the  case,  war,  instead  of  be- 
ing a  curse,  is  a  blessing.  Instead  of  being  a  messenger  of  wrath,  it  is 
an  angel  of  mercy,  grim-visaged  though  it  may  seem.  Such  is  the  char- 
acter of  the  war  which  has  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Paint  it  in  the  blackest  colors  you  will ;  multiply  ten-fold  the 
blood  and  the  treasure  it  will  cost ;  still  there  is  an  evil  infinitely  greater 
than  even  such  a  war;  still  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  peace  with  disunion, 
the  only  peace  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  have.  The  evils  of  war  are 
temporary.  Its  ravages  may  soon  be  repaired.  The  places  it  has  made 
desolate  may  soon  lie  repeo2)led  ;  the  cities  it  has  laid  in  ashes  may 
be  rebuilt,  and  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  industry  and  enterprise,  inter- 
rupted for  a  season,  be  resumed  with  new  vigor,  and  awaken  to  new  life 
and  energy.  But  who  can  gaze  una2)palled  into  the  gulf  of  Disunion  ? 
Who  can  fathom  its  dei^ths  of  misery  and  degradation  'i  Who  can  tell  its 
countless  evils,  or  set  bounds  to  their  duration  ?" 

These  are  strong  words  with  A-hich  to  begin  a  grave  judicial  career. 
But  that  was  an  hour  for  strong  words,  and  it  was  to  the  inspiring  influ 
ence  of  sucli  strong  words  as  these,  from  men  in  high  places  to  enforce 
them,  that  we  owe  in  a  large  measure  our  salvation  from  those  greater 
evils  which  he  felt  so  deeply,  and  painted  with  so  much  jjower. 

HoAvever  earnest  he  was  in  manner  and  expression,  he  never  failed  in 
courtesy  to  members  of  the  bar,  and  no  one  of  all  who  have  ever  prac- 
ticed in  his  Court  will  accuse  him  of  having  been  warped  in  his  Judg- 
ment by  any  impure  or  unworthy  motive.  It  was  my  duty  to  be  in  con- 
stant attendance  at  his  Court,  and  for  the  first  four  years  to  he  engaged 
in  almost  every  case  brought  before  him.  I  knew  him  well  in  his  own 
home,  and  in  all  his  public  duties.  All  the  motives  of  his  conduct  were 
revealed  to  me,  as  seldom  happens  between  Judge  and  lawyer,  and  I  can 
say  with  the  deepest  feeling  and  sincerity,  that  he  Avaf?  an  upright,  wise 
and  high-minded  Judge. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  were  no  means  of  preserving  a  record 
of  his  decisions,  or  reports  of  the  cases  heard  ijefore  him.  They  embrace 
almost  the  whole  range  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  Courts,  and  all  the  novel  civil  cases  arising  out  of  the  war.     Ajid 
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in  consequence  of  the  feeble  health  of  Judge  Grier,  all  the  patent  cases 
and  other  business  of  the  Circuit  Court  devolved  upon  him.  If  time 
would  permit,  I  would  be  glad  to  refer  to  some  of  his  most  important 
decisions,  but  the  life  and  labors  of  a  Judge  are  generally  barren  of 
popular  interest,  and  if  no  means  exist  of  preserving  his  decisions, 
nothing  can  remain  for  posterity  but  the  general  impression  of  his  ju- 
dicial character. 

I  will  not,  however,  omit  to  notice  the  case  of  the  rebel  war  vessel 
Retribution,  which,  after  a  short  career  as  a  privateer,  early  in  the  war, 
was  sold  at  Nassau  to  British  merchants,  and  sent  here  with  a  cargo. 
She  was  seized  for  forteiture  on  the  ground  that  in  time  of  war  a  neu- 
tral cannot  be  allowed  to  acquire  title  to  a  war  vessel  of  either  belliger- 
ant  so  as  to  prevent  her  condemnation  if  taken  by  the  other. 

Judge  Field  sustained  this  view  in  an  able  opinion,  which  was  refer- 
red to  with  approbation  by  Earl  Russell,  when  the  matter  was  discussed 
in  England,  and  the  same  decision  has  been  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  since  the  war,  in  the  case  of  the  Georgia. 

But  I  must  not  attempt  to  preserve  any  record  of  his  judicial  labors. 
I  have  constantly  regretted  that  no  facilities  existed  for  taking  down 
his  charges  to  juries  on  the  various  questions  that  arose  from  time  to 
time  during  the  war.  They  would  now  be  most  interesting  and  valua- 
ble. But  they  do  not  exist  In  any  form.  He  seldom  wrote  anything  he 
uttered  in  Court.  He  felt  confident  that  he  could  do  it  better  orally  on 
the  inspiration  of  the  moment.  And  he  was  right,  for  he  had  a  won- 
derful mastery  of  the  English  tongue,  and  his  mind  was  so  stored  with 
the  fruits  of  his  training  in  English  literature,  that  he  had  acquired  a 
rare  facility  of  expression. 

He  continued  to  discharge  his  duties  for  seven  years,  until  the  first 
day  of  the  term  of  April  1870.  Ui)  to  that  time  he  had  never  been 
kept  away  one  day  by  illness,  and  scarcely  a  day  for  any  purpose  of  his 
own.  He  was  approaching  the  age  of  seventy,  and  he  looked  forward 
to  a  relief  from  his  duties  and  to  the  fall  enjoyment  of  his  favorite  pur- 
suits, in  pursuance  of  the  recent  law  of  Congress.  He  suffered  from 
no  physical  disability,  except  that  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  his 
sight  failed  him,  and  within  a  few  months  before  his  death  he  expressed 
the  belief  that  he  would  soon  become  totally  blind.  He  had  wholly 
lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  He  spoke  of  this  with  feeling;  but  in  a 
tone  of  manly  resignation.  He  concealed  it  as  much  as  possible,  and  it 
seemed  to  have  little  eflect  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  but  I  am  sure 
it  formed  a  part  of  the  strange  affliction  which  was  so  soon  to  terminate 
his  life. 
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On  the  lOtli  da}'  vl'  April  1870,  the  lirst  day  uf  his  April  ttnii.  lii-; 
Judicial  labors  came  to  an  abrupt  and  tragical  close.  He  took  his  scat 
OH  the  bench  as  usual,  heard  a  few  common  motions,  and  was  just  about 
to  charge  the  Grand  Jury,  when  be  suddenly  called  me,  and  told  me  he 
was  unable  to  proceed.  The  Jury  was  at  once  requested  to  retire  that 
the  Court  might  be  adjourned,  when  he  rose  and  made  some  incoherent 
exclamation,  and  then  fell  headlong  upon  the  floor.  He  was  carrieil 
from  the  Court-room  unconscious,  and  after  a  few  hours  was  taken  to 
Princeton.  As  he  was  carried  through  his  licautiful  grounds  lie  seemed 
to  gaze  upon  the  trees  and  llowers  which  he  had  planted,  with  a  path- 
etic fondness,  as  if  conscious  that  they  were  soon  to  be  shut  out  from  his 
eyes  forever.  His  minil  was  shattered;  but  for  a  few  days  his  bodily 
strength  remaine^J,  and  he  took  a  few  lonely  walks  through  the  grounds 
— especially  under  that  majestic  row  of  pines  which  he  had  planted  more 
than  a  (juarter  of  a  century  Ijcfore.  And  then  the  shadows  of  death  gath- 
ered fast  about  him.  The  light  faded  from  his  eyea — he  Lccamc  totally 
blind  just  at  the  fullest  beauty  of  the  Spring.  Tlie  light  of  the  mind 
nickered  slowly  and  went  out.  The  body  wasted  with  no  apparent 
cause,  in  sympathy  with  the  failing  mind,  and  then  he  passed  quietly 
away.  He  died  on  the  2oth  day  of  May  1870,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Cemetery  at  Princeton;  beside  the  wife  whom  he  bad  lost  eighteen yeari 
Ijcforc. 

He  left  three  cliildren  :  Edward,  an  otiicer  in  the  I  iiited  States  Army; 
Helen,  wife  of  Francis  S.  Conover  of  Princeton,  and  an  unmarried 
daughter,  Annis  S.  Field. 

At  a  meeting  of  officers  and  counsellors  of  tlie  L'nited  States  Courts, 
held  on  the  tirst  day  of  June,  the  following  resolutions  were  adojitcd: 

"Whereas  Richard  Stockton  Fiekl,  Judge  of  tlic  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  District  of  New  Jersey,  stricken  down  in  tiic  midst  of  his  judiciiil 
labors  at  the  opcninfj  of  tlic  present  term,  luis  dcpiirtcd  this  life  since  tlie  ad- 
journment of  the  Court,  tlicrcforc 

Resolved,  Tiiat  wc,  members  of  tlie  Bar  of  New  Jersey,  accustomed  to  pmelice 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  desire  to  express  and  record  our  sincere  sor- 
row for  his  loss,  oiu*  high  appreciation  of  his  cliaracter  as  a  lawyer  and  judge, 
and  our  tender  respect  for  his  memory  as  a  man. 

Resolved,  That  having  entered  upon  his  judicial  career  early  in  1S03,  wlien  the 
exigencies  of  civil  war  imposed  upon  him  novel,  delicate  and  arduous  duties,  and 
having  held  his  oflice  through  the  whole  period  of  war  and  restoration,  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  crowning  a  life  of  marked  usefulness  and  honor,  with 
the  great  fame  of  an  able,  courteous,  upright,  fearless  and  merciful  Judge, 
(grandson  of  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  nephew  and 
pupil  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  New  Jersey  ;  Member  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State;  Attorney-General  of  New  JtM-soy  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four;  a  leading  member  ol  the  convention  which  formed  the  present  Constitu- 
tion ;  a  lecturer  and  preceptor  in  the  Iiftw  School  once  established  in  I'rineetou  ; 
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author  of  "  The  Provincial  Courts  of  Now  Jersey,"  aud  of  many  essays  and  ora 
tious  on  matters  of  political  and  literary  interest ;  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  the  foremost  advocate  of  our  system  of 
popular  education ;  Vice-President  and  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society ;  Senator  in  the  National  Congress,  and  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  ;  this  is  the  record  of  the  stejis  of  his  public  career,  and  enough 
to  show  how  useful  has  been  his  life,  and  how  wide  his  influence  in  the  generation 
in  which  he  lived.  But  we  who  knew  him  well,  can  bear  witness  that  to  all  these 
varied  duties  he  brought  a  zeal  and  energy  that  never  failed,  a  patriotism  that 
never  wavered,  a  lofty  pride  in  his  native  State,  a  rare  felicity  of  speech,  a  rich 
and  varied  mental  culture,  and  a  kind  and  generous  nature.  Such  public  labors 
and  personal  qualities  must  secure  for  his  name  a  high  place  on  the  roll  of  the 
distinguished  lawyers  and  Statesmen  of  New  Jersey." 

Judge  Field  was  one  of  the  Hoiiorarj'  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Au 
misniatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  sixth  of 
October  1870,  Mi:  Charles  Henry  Hart,  the  biographer  of  the  Society, 
read  a  careful  and  appreciative  notice  of  him,  which  has  been  published 
and  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  number  of  the  incidents  of  his  life. 

I  will  not  attempt  any  formal  delineation  of  the  character  of  Judge 
Field.  Let  his  works  si^eak  for  him.  If  faithful  and  unselfish  labors  in 
the  best  things  that  concern  a  State,  form  a  true  title  to  fame,  then  New 
Jersey  will  enroll  him  among  her  benefactors.  Let  us  not  be  too  ready 
to  believe  "  that  the  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them,"  and  that 
'•  tlie  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones." 

If  as  the  years  go  on  we  shall  advance  in  generous  culture,  aud  learn 
more  fully  to  enjoy  and  dispense  the  delights  of  learning,  the  graces  of 
hospitality,  and  the  loveliness  of  nature. — his  example  will  not  be  lost 
nor  his  influence  wholly  fade  away. 

And  if  this  Society  shall  continue  to  fulfil  its  purpose,  it  will  pre- 
serve for  the  remotest  generations  an  honorable  record  of  the  labors  of 
its  third  President,  Richard  Stockton  Field,  in  building  up  the  State 
upon  the  firm  foundations  of  education,  liberty,  aud  law. 
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A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  were  resolute  in  their 
oj^ijosition  to  the  tyrannical  measures  of  the  British  Government,  and  de- 
termined to  resist,  if  needful,  by  a  resort  to  arms.  Governor  Franklin 
and  most  of  the  councillors,  who  held  their  appointments  under  him, 
were  determined  to  adhere  to  the  royal  cause.  But  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly,  who  had  been  elected  in  1772,  sympathized  with  the 
people  they  represented. 

Early  in  1774,  the  Assembly  following  the  lead  of  Virginia,  adopted  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, and  requested  the  Assembly  of  the  other  colonies  to  follow  their 
example,  and  this  they  did.  Massachusetts  jjroposed  that  a  general 
Congress  should  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  September,  Governor  Franklin 
was  requested  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose 
of  appointing  delegates  to  this  Congress ;  Init  he  refused  to  do  so.  In 
consequence  of  this  refusal,  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  Essex  County 
was  lield  at  Newark,  in  June,  which  directed  a  circular  letter  to  be  sent 
to  the  several  counties,  requesting  delegates  to  be  chosen,  to  meet  a  gen- 
eral committee  at  New  Brunswick  on  the  ensuing  twenty-first  day  of 
July.  This  request  was  complied  with,  so  that  a  committee  (as  ihcy 
styled  themselves)  composed  of  seventy-two  delegates,  convened  at  the 
appointed  time  and  place,  which  passed  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  chose  five  delegates  to  rei)resent  this  col- 
ony in  the  jiroposed  general  Congress ;  but  they  did  not  assume  any  of 
the  powers  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  General  Congress  met  at  Philadelphia  in  September,  as  proposed, 
and  after  adopting  various  resolutions  and  addresses,  resolved  that  an- 
other Congress  should  be  held  on  the  tenth  of  May,  and  that  all  the  col- 
onies in  North  America,  should  choose  deputies  to  attend  the  same. 
The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  met  at  Perth  Amboy  in  January  177."i. 
and  passed  a  few  laws.  The  Governor  in  his  ^Message  strongly  cDn- 
demned  the  meeting  of  a  general  Congress ;  but  the  A.ssembly,  as  the 
minutes  say,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  appointed  five  delegates,  wli(»  at- 
tended the  Congres.a,  held  in  May  1775. 
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A  Committee  of  Correspondence,  appointed  by  a  convention  held  in 
New  Brunswick  on  tlie  second  day  of  May,  appointed  a  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Trenton  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month  ;  and 
meetings  were  held  in  the  several  counties,  which  chose  one  or  more  del- 
egates, in  one  county  as  many  as  fifteen,  who  met  at  the  appointed  time 
and  place,  under  the  name  of  a  "  Provincial  Congress,"  and  proceeded 
to  aid  the  Revolution,  now  fairly  commenced,  by  assuming  powers  of 
government. 

This  Congress  adopted  the  form  of  an  association,  which  was  directed 
to  be  sent  to  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  in  the  several  counties, 
to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitants.  It  pledged  every  person  signing  it, 
under  the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  country,  personally 
and  as  far  as  their  influence  extended,  to  endeavor  to  support  and  to 
carry  into  execution,  whatever  measures  might  be  recommended  by  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses.  Only  persons  signing  this  asso- 
ciation were  allowed  afterwards  to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  Congress  of 
the  Province. 

A  Committee  of  Safety  was  appointed,  to  act  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  such  committees  were  afterwards  continued  and  met  from 
time  to  time  until  a  regular  government  was  organized.  They  in  fact, 
exercised  powers  similar  to  those  assumed  by  the  bodies  of  Representa- 
tives that  met  under  the  name  of  Provincial  Congresses;  deriving  their 
force  from  the  active  support  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people. 

By  the  existing  laws,  elections  for  j\[embers  of  the  Assembly  were  held 
by  the  Sheriffs  under  the  authority  of  writs  issued  by  the  Governor  an  1 
Council.  As  these  officers  were  appointed  by  and  held  their  offices  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  Governor,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a  differ- 
ent mode  of  procedure.  On  the  twelfth  of  August  1775,  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  proposed  a  resolve,  that  the  inhabitants  in  each  county, 
qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  of  General  Assembly  (who  were 
persons  worth  fifty  pounds  in  real  and  personal  estate)  should  meet  at  the 
respective  Court-houses,  on  the  twenty-tirst  day  of  September  then  next, 
and  by  i)lurality  of  votes,  elect  any  number,  not  exceeding  five,  with 
full  power  to  represent  each  county  in  a  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Trenton,  on  the  third  day  of  October  then  next.  The  Chairman  of 
the  meeting  chosen  by  the  voters  jiresent,  and  any  five  or  more  freehold- 
ers, were  required  to  sign  certificates  of  the  election.  It  was  also  resolved 
that  a  Committee  of  Oliservation  and  Correspondence,  be  elected  in  each 
county,  ^ith  full  power  as  well  to  superintend  and  direct  the  necessary 
business  of  the  county,  so  as  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolutions  and  or- 
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rlcis  (it  tbf  I'onliiuntal  aud  Provincial  Congresses,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  each  townshij)  were  directed  to  choose  a  sufficient  number  of  frec- 
lioldei-s,  in  March,  yearly,  to  aid  the  county  eonimittcc.  By  these  means 
the  Government  was  to  a  jfreat  extent  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  offi 
cors  holding  under  the  King;  and  l»y  the  cooperation  of  most  of  the 
people,  the  committees  thus  chosen,  arrested  and  imprisonc<l  persons  be- 
lieved to  l»c  disaffected  to  measures  of  resistance,  or  as  they  soon  were 
called,  the  Tories  ;  and  they  became,  in  most  parts  of  the  Colony,  the 
governing  jjowei'. 

The  ordinance  of  August  was  carried  into  etiect,  delegates  from  each 
county  were  elected  and  the  Provincial  Congress  met  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed.  This  body  enacted  ordinances  (so-called,  it  would 
seem,  to  distinguish  them  from  regular  laws)  foi-  organizing  a  military 
torcc  and  for  raising  money  by  taxation,  and  these  ordinances  were  sub- 
mitted to  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  people  as  of  binding  oljligation. 
The  regular  Legislature  met  in  November  17T5,  for  the  last  time,  and 
enacted  two  or  three  laws;  but  made  no  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress.  There  were  thus,  two  distinct  bodies, 
claiming  and  exercising  legislative  powers,  and  several  members  of  the 
one  were  at  the  same  time  members  of  the  other.  The  regular  Legisla- 
ture was  prorogued  by  the  Governor,  until  the  third  day  of  January: 
but  they  failed  to  meet  on  that  day.  Franklin  then  summoned  them, 
by  a  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the  King,  to  meet  on  the  ensuing 
twentieth  day  of  June.  But  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  fourth 
day  of  June,  l)y  a  vote  of  thirty  eight  ayes  to  eleven  noes  resolved 
that  the  proclamation  ought  not  to  be  obeyed.  On  the  sixteenth 
of  June  they  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  Governor,  and  he  was 
taken  into  custody  and  afterwards  sent  as  a  prisoner  into  Connecticut, 
by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  remained  a  prisoner  un- 
til regularly  exchanged.  However  hard  this  i.rocecding  may  seem,  it 
was  a  necessary  severity,  Justitied  by  the  special  emergency;  and  the  ef 
feet  was  to  i)ut  an  end  to  the  Royal  Government,  as  was  designed. 

The  only  ])ersons  entitled  by  law  to  vote  for  Memljers  of  Assembly,  were 
freeholders,  and  only  such  voted  for  the  delegates  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress.  But  as  there  were  now  many  able-bodied  inbabitauts  who 
were  not  freeholders  and  who.se  services  in  aid  of  warlike  measures  were 
needful,  this  restriction  was  much  complained  of,  so  that  after  much 
discussion,  it  was  resolved  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February  177G,  by  a 
vote  of  nine  counties  in  the  affirmative  and  four  in  the  negative,  that 
every  person  of  full  age,  who  had  resided  one  whole  year  in  any  county 
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immediately  preceding  the  election,  imd  was  noitli  at  least  fifty  jjounds, 
(one  Iiundred  and  thirty-three  dollars)  in  real  (>;■  personal  estate,  should  be 
admitted  to  vote.  Subsequently,  a  regular  ordinance  was  passed  em- 
bracing tliis  provision,  and  requiring  all  voters  and  office-holders,  to  be 
persons  who  had  signed  the  prescribed  articles  of  association.  This  or- 
dinance required  the  elections  to  be  lield  at  the  Court-houses  of  each 
county,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  then  next,  and  in  subsequent 
years,  to  elect  not  more  than  five,  and  not  less  than  three  substantial 
freeholders,  Avorth  five  hundred  pounds,  (the  value  then  of  a  good  farm.) 
It  prescribed  tlie  manner  of  advertising  the  election,  the  officers  who 
should  hold  it,  and  how  it  should  be  conducted  and  the  result  certified. 
According  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  thus  specified — which,  exce^jt  as 
to  the  presiding  officer,  was  substantially  the  same  as  had  long  been 
practiced — at  the  time  of  commenciug  the  election,  usually  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  voters  of  the  county  who  had  assembled,  chose  a 
presiding  officer.  Unless  a  poll  was  demanded,  by  a  candidate,  he  took 
the  sense  of  the  meeting  by  naming  the  candidates,  and  requiring  the 
voters  to  hold  up  their  hands.  If  a  poll  was  demanded,  as  was  usually 
the  case  if  there  were  more  candidates  named  than  the  number  to  be 
elected,  then  each  candidate  who  chose  to  do  so,  nominated  an  inspec- 
tor and  a  clerk,  and  the  voters  severally  named  the  persons  they  voted 
for  and  the  clerks  wrote  down  their  names  and  recorded  each  one's  vote. 
Generally  the  election  closed  the  same  day  it  was  commenced ;  but  if  a 
majority  of  the  candidates  required  its  adjournment,  the  election  might 
be  adjourned  to  another  day  or  another  place.  As  many  of  the  voters 
were  obliged  to  ride  on  horseback,  that  being  the  only  mode  of  travel 
then  in  use,  in  many  cases  nearly  or  quite  a  day's  journey,  it  of  course 
often  happened  that  a  large  number  of  tlie  voters  were  prevented  from 
attending.  This  mode  of  voting  prevailed  until  1790,  when  a  law  was 
passed  authorizing,  in  some  of  the  counties,  voting  in  the  townships  of 
cacli  county  and  with  written  or  printed  ballots;  and  in  1797  this  law 
was  extended  to  all  the  counties.  The  change  from  a  county  to  a  town- 
ship jilace  of  voting  was  undoubtedly  a  great  improvement,  and  it  be- 
comes each  day  more  and  more  evident,  tliat  the  election  precincts  require 
to  be  made  still  smaller.  But  it  may  well  be  doubted  I  think,  whether 
the  l)0asted  privilege  of  voting  by  ballot,  is  not  rather  a  mistake  than 
a  privilege ;  and  whether  it  will  not  be  well  to  return  to  an  open  vica 
voce  vote,  so  that  each  voter's  choice  may  be  distinctly  recorded.  The 
frauds  that  are  now  so  frequently  jjerpetrated,  would  thus  be  made 
more  easy  of  detection.     The  puipose  relied  upon  by  the  advocates  of  a 
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ballot ;  of  thereby  enabling  the  voter  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  sub- 
jected to  the  dictations  of  an  employer  or  landlord,  amounts  practically 
to  nothing.  The  case  of  a  secret  vote,  unknown  to  the  bystanders,  is  a 
rare  exception  to  the  general  rule ;  and  it  is  more  than  proliable,  that 
the  practice  of  an  open  vote  known  to  all,  would  tend  to  increase  the 
independence  and  self-respect  of  the  voters,  and  thus  diminish  the  dan- 
ger of  his  being  influenced  to  vote  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with 
his  own  convictions. 

The  Provincial  Congress  elected  in  May  177G  in  accordance  with  the 
ordinance  of  the  previous  Congress,  convened  at  Burlington  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  June,  and  an  cfiual  number  of  delegates  being  retailed 
from  each  County,  they  voted  separately.  Agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress,  they  adopted  a  provisional  form  of 
government  for  the  Colony.  On  the  twenty  first  day  of  June  it  was  re- 
solved, by  a  vote  of  fifty-four  affirmatives  to  three  negatives  "  that  a 
government  be  formed  for  regulating  the  internal  police  of  this  Colony, 
l^ursuant  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
fifteenth  of  May  last."'  At  the  same  time  five  delegates  were  chosen  to 
represent  them  in  the  General  Congress,  and  they  were  empowered  to 
join  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,  antl 
to  enter  into  a  confederacy  for  union  and  common  defence ;  always  ob- 
serving that  whatever  plan  of  confederacy  they  entered  into,  the  regu- 
lating the  internal  police  of  this  ])rovince,  was  to  be  reserved  to  the  Col- 
ony Legislature. 

A  Committee  of  ten  members,  of  which  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  who  was  a  delegate  from  the  County  of  Morris,  was 
the  Chairman,  was  ajipointed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  Constitution  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Committee  accord- 
ingly rei^orted.  "Who  was  the  author  of  the  draft  does  not  appear.  It 
has  always  been  understood,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  Presi 
dent  of  Princeton  College,  took  an  active  part  in  preijaring  it.  lie  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  ;  but  having  been  appointed  by 
that  body  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  his  name  does  not  ap- 
pear on  the  committee,  nor  did  he  afterwards  vote  on  the  question  of 
adopting  the  Constitution.  Two  eminent  lawyers,  Jonathan  Dickinson 
Serjeant  and  John  Cleves  Symmes,  were  on  the  committee  ;  but  the  in- 
strument bears  quite  as  prominent  marks  of  a  clerical  as  of  a  legal  ori- 
gin. 

The  draft  as  reported,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  AVhole,  and 
considered  during  the  ensuing  three  day,  but  (hies  not  appear  to  have 
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been  printed.  On  Saturday  the  tweuty-eightb,  it  was  resolved  that  Con- 
gress would  receive  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  next 
Tuesday  at  which  time  every  member  yvas  enjoined  to  be  punctual  in 
attendance.  On  Tuesday  July  second,  Congress  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  (as  the  min- 
utes state)  after  sundry  amendments,  was  agreed  to.  Then  "  on  the 
question  whether  the  draft  of  the  Constitution,  formed  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Whole,  be  now  confirmed,  or  be  deferred  for  far- 
ther consideration  ?"  It  was  carried  to  confirm  "now."  .The  names  of 
twenty-six  members  are  recorded  as  voting  for  "  now,"  and  nine  "  for 
deferring." 

On  the  next  day,  the  minutes  state,  that  "on  the  question  whether 
the  draft  of  the  Constitution  be  now^  printed,  or  the  printing  be  deferred 
for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  consider  in  a  full  House  the  propriety  of  the 
last  clause  containing  the  proviso  respecting  reconciliation  ?"  seventeen 
voted  for  printing  "now"  and  eight  "for  deferring  ;"  less  than  the  regular 
quorum,  but  it  had  shortly  before  been  resolved,  that  twenty  should  be 
a  quorum  for  any  business,  except  for  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
One  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  submit  the  adojition  of  the  instrument  to  a  direct 
vote  of  the  people.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  probably  wise  to 
omit  doing  so.  It  undoubtedly  met  the  wishes  and  received  the 
hearty  assent  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  favor  of  an  independent  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  not  intended  to  harbor  those  who  did  not  belong  to 
this  party.  It  was  expected  to  be  only  temporary,  but  it  continued  to 
be  acted  under,  and  to  provide  the  essentials  of  a  good  local  govern- 
ment for  sixty-eight  years.  It  was  indeed  so  popular,  that  it  was  only 
after  several  attemj^ts,  that  its  defects  could  be  partially  remedied  by 
the  substitution  of  that  now  in  force.  The  Congress  also  resolved  "that 
in  order  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice,  all  Judges,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Sheriffs,  Coroners  and  other  inferior  officers  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment within  this  Colony,  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  several  ofll- 
ces,  under  the  authority  of  the  peojile,  until  the  intended  Legislature, 
and  the  several  oflicers  of  the  new  Government,  be  settled  and  perfected  ; 
having  respect  to  the  present  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  as  by  the  Con- 
gress of  late  ordained,  and  the  order  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Congresses;  and  that  all  actions,  suits  and  processes,  be  continued,  alter- 
tering  only  the  style  and  forms  thereof,  according  to  the  terms  by  the 
said  Constitution  prescrilied,  in  the  further  prosecution  thereof," 
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Indepuiulencc  was  tleclarcd  by  the  Contiaoiual  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia, two  days  after  the  adoption  of  the  New  Jersey  Constitution.  (Ju 
the  eighteenth  day  of  July  the  Provincial  Congress,  resolved  that, 
"  whereas  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  have  declared  th«j 
United  Colonies  independent  States,  we  the  delegates  of  New  Jersey  in 
Provincial  Congress  assembled,  do  resolve  and  declare,  that  we  will 
support  the  freedom  and  iudependeuce  of  tlie  said  States,  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  and  the  whole  force  of  New  Jersey."'  The  next  day  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  house  from  lienceforth,  instead  of  the  style  and  title 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey,  do  adopt  and  assume  the 
style  and  title,  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  This 
resolution  seems  to  have  been  deemed  equivalent  to  a  virtual  substitu- 
tion of  the  title  State,  instead  of  Colony  as  used  in  the  constitution. 
Tiie  Govc)"nor  and  the  Legislature  acting  under  its  provisions  assumed 
the  name,  "State  of  New  Jersey,"  and  indictments  were  framed  in  the  same 
way.  Subsequently  a  law  was  passed  directing  that  all  commissions  and 
writs,  which  by  the  constitution  were  required  to  run  in  the  name  of  the 
Colony,  run  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  all  indictments 
should  conclude  against  the  peace  of  this  State,  the  goveir.ment  and 
dignity  of  the  same ;  and  that  all  commissions,  writs  indictments  before 
issued  i)referred  and  exhibited,  which  had  the  word  State,  and  not  the 
word  Colony,  should  V)e  and  were  declared  to  be  good  and  etVectual  in 
law. 

The  Constitution  thus  ha?>tily  prepared  and  promulgated,  made  as 
little  change  in  the  form  of  the  Government  prescribed,  as  was  consis- 
tent with  the  changed  circumstances.  The  council,  consisting  of  one 
from  each  county,  and  three  members  of  Assembly,  which  number  it  was 
expressly  declared  might  be  added  to  or  diminished  by  the  Legislature, 
were  directed  to  be  elected,  that  year  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  August, 
and  afterwards  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  yearly,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture so  elected  was  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, that  is  to  say  in  a  fortnight  after  the  election  took  i)lace.  The  right 
of  voting  was  left  as  it  had  been  previously  settled,  to  be  in  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Colony  of  full  age,  worth  iUty  pounds  clear  estate  in 
the  same  and  who  had  resided  within  the  county,  in  which  they  claimed 
a  vote  for,  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  election.  Members 
of  Council  were  required  to  be  worth  one  thousand  pounds  and  Members 
of  Assembly  five  hundred  pounds  each. 

In  regard  to  this  provision  regulating  the  right  of  voting,  it  is  iujpor- 
tant  to  notice  that,  the  same  congress  which  adopted  the  Constitution, 
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on  tlie  tit'teeuth  day  of  July,  enacted  an  ordinance,  which  prescribed  the 
places  of  holding  the  elections  in  August,  how  they  should  be  conducted 
and  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature;  and  which  contains 
this  important  provisio  ;  "  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  council  or  assembly,  unless  he  or  they  so  elected,  shall  have  first 
taken  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit,  I.  A.  B.  do  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the 
third  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  I  will  not  by  any  means  directly  or 
indirectly,  oppose  the  measures  adopted  by  this  Colony  or  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  against  the  tyranny  attempted  to  be  established  over  these 
Colonies  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  I  do  and  will  bear  true 
allegiance  to  the  Government  established  in  this  Colony  under  the 
authority  of  the  people  ;  and  as  it  is  highly  reasonable,  that  the  enemies 
of  America  should  not  be  admitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  our  publick 
measures,  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  unless  he  first  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  if  thereunto 
required,  by  any  one  ot  the  Judges  or  Inspectors  of  the  said  election? 
which  oath  or  affirmation  any  one  of  the  Judges  aforesaid  shall  be  em- 
powered to  tender  and  administer  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  electors." 
And  it  may  be  noticed  also  that  although  females,  who  were  worth  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  in  their  own  right,  were  nominally  cm- 
braced  within  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  this  ordinance  refers  only 
to  males,  the  word,  being  "  unless  he  take  the  same  oath." 

The  Governor,  and  all  the  other  State,  as  well  as  many  of  the  County 
Officers,  were  directed  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature  in  joint  meeting; 
the  Governor  yearly,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  seven  years. 
Judges  of  the  Pleas,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  Common  Pleas  and  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  Attorney  General 
for  five  years  each.  Sheriff's  and  Coroners  by  the  people  of  the  counties 
yearly,  to  hold  however  only  three  years  successively.  Township  Officers 
to  be  elected  at  annual  town  meetings.  The  Governor  was  to  be  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  Council  having  no  veto  and  only  a  casting  vote ;  in  his 
absence  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council  to  exercise  his  powers.  He 
was,  as  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  had  always  been,  constituted  the  Chan- 
cellor and  Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  military  force 
and  Ordinary  or  Surrogate  General.  Any  three  or  more  of  the  council- 
lors were  constituted  a  privy  council  to  advise  him  ;  and  the  Governor 
and  Council,  seven  whereof  were  a  (]Uorum,  were  to  be  the  Couit  of 
Appeals  and  to  possess  the  power  of  pardoning  criminals,  after  condem- 
nation.  No  law  could  be  passed,  unless  there  should  be  a  majority  of  all 
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thcrcprcscutativi'S  of  each  l)Ocly  pci"80uully  present  and  agreeing  thereto 

Th(i  establishment  of  any  religion  was  prohibited  ;  and  provision  niailc 
that  no  protestant  inhabitant  of  the  Colony  should  be  denied  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  civil  right,  and  that  all  persons  of  the  protestant  religion 
should  be  capable  of  being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  ol  holding  otRce. 

All  the  laws  contained  in  Allison's  edition  ol  the  laws,  which  had  then 
just  been  compiled  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and 
which  contained  the  titles  of  all  the  private  acts  and  all  the  public  acts 
supposed  to  be  in  tbrce,  were  declared  to  be  in  force,  excepting  such 
only  as  were  incompatible  with  the  constitution;  and  the  common  law 
of  England,  as  well  as  so  much  of  the  statute  law,  as  had  been  before 
practised  in  the  Colony  was  to  remain  in  force,  until  altered  by  a  future 
law  of  the  Legislature.  The  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  jury,  was  to 
remain  contirmed  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  Colony  without  repeal 
forever. 

Every  member  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  was  required  to  swear  or 
alfirm,  that  he  would  not  assent  to  any  law  vote  or  proceeding,  which 
should  appear  to  him  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  nor  that  should 
annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  section  in  the  charter,  which 
establishes  an  annual  election  of  members  of  Council  and  Assembly,  or 
that  part  respecting  the  trial  by  jury,  or  that  should  annul,  repeal  or 
alter  any  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  sections  of  the  same  ; 
these  last  being  the  sections  in  regard  to  religion. 

The  concluding  clause  so  much  objected  to  Ijy  some  of  the  more 
ardent  members  of  the  Congress  was  as  follows  :  ''  It  is  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  Congress,  that  if  a  reconcilement  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  Colonies  should  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  again 
taken  under  the  protection  and  government  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  this  Cha.iter  shall  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in 
force  " 

It  is  declared  by  the  first  article  of  this  constitution,  "  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  province  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  General  Assembly.'  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  required  to  swear  or  affirm  that 
they  would  not  assent  to  any  law  altering  certain  parts  of  it,  that  it  was 
then  supposed,  the  Government  they  constituted  would  be  supreme  in 
the  sense  declared  by  Blackstonc  in  his  commentariea.  then  the  text  book 
of  the  lawyers  and  judges,  and  might  alter  the  Contitulion  if  not 
restrained.     The  princiiile  now  so  well  established,  that  a  law  not  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  Constitution  is  null  and  void,  and  must  be  so  held 
by  the  courts,  whenever  the  question  was  brought  before  them,  had  not 
then  been  recognized.* 

In  pursuance  of  this  Constitution  and  of  the  ordinance  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  elections  were  held  in  all  the  counties,  and  the  new  Legislature 
met  at  Princeton  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  August  1776,  and  con- 
tinued in  session  until  the  ensuing  eighth  day  of  October.  On  the 
thirty-first  day  of  August  William  Livingston,  was  chosen  by  the  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  houses  Governor,  and  subsequently  the  other  officers. 
The  State  of  New  Jersey  thus  became  an  independent  sovereign  State  ; 
not  in  the  absolute  sense  sometimes  insisted  upon,  but  substantially  and 
relatively.  The  inhabitants  declared  themselves  free  from  their  previous 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  independent  of  him  and  of 
the  parliament ;  but  they  were  not  independent  of  the  other  States,  who 
were  unitedly  engaged  in  waging  a  war,  to  the  hazard  as  all  knew  and 
acknowledged  of  their  fortunes  and  lives.  The  independence  declared 
by  the  Continental  Congress  and  recognized  by  the  Congress  of  New 
Jersey  was,  that  the  United  Colonies,  were  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free 
and  independent  States. 

The  people  of  New  Jersey,  and  their  government  ceased  to  be  a  Colony, 
and  subject  to  the  control  of  a  foreign  power,  and  assumed  the  most 
important  rights  and  duties  of  sovereignty.  They  possessed  and  exer- 
cised the  power  of  punishing  as  traitors  all  persons  who  resisted  their 
authority.  But  from  the  beginning,  they  owed  and  acknowledged 
allegiance  to  the  Continental  Congress.  As  has  been  seen  the  Constitu- 
tion adopted,  was  designed  •'  for  regulating  the  internal  police  of  this 
Colony."  The  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  were  cmi)owered 
to  join  in  entering  into  a  confederacy  for  union  and  common  defence,, 
reserving  only  the  regulating  of  the  Liternal  Police  of  the  Province  to 
its  Legislature.  Before  and  after  this  confederacy  was  formed,  and  until 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  1789,  the  in- 
dividual inhabitants  were  not  directly  amenable  to  any  laws  of  the 
Congress,  which  had  no  judiciary  and  no  executive  to  declare  or  enforce 
such  laws;  but  they  were  willing  subjects  of  the  higher  power  of 
warding  war  entrusted  to  it.  No  citizen  owed  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  the  strictly  legal  and  technical  sense  of 
being  tried  and  jiunished  as  a  traitor  ;  and  on  account  of  this  material 

*  Tliis  question  was  agitated  in  the  case  of  the  iStute  vs.  Farkliurst  deceased  iu 
1804,  ill  wliich  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatriclc  delivered  an  able  opinion  affirming  the 
duty  of  tlie  court  to  declare  a  law  void  which  was  in  conflict  with  the  constitu- 
tion.   4nalsp  Rep  442. 
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defect  in  the  confederacy,  tlie  laws  of  the  several  states  provided  for  tlni 
judicial  punisliment  of  offenders  against  the  laws  of  Congress.    But  had 
the  authorities  of  any  of  the  States,  undertaken  to  array  the  power  of 
that  State  against  the  Continental  Congress,  while  the  conflict  with 
Great  Britain  was  going  on,  the  military  force  at  the  command  of  Con- 
gress would  of  necessity  have  been  turned  against  the  forces  of  the  State 
and  the  persons  adhering  to  it  would  have  been  treated  as  rebels.     Gov. 
Franklin  was  not  subjected  to  any  judicial  action;  he  had  violated  no 
law  ;  but  he  was  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war  ;  and  had  he  been  placed  in 
the  same  situation  a  century  earlier  would  probably  have  lost  his  head. 
The  colony  of  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  other  colonies,  always  exercised 
some  sovereign  powers  ;  but  they  were  subject  to  the  supremo  sovereign- 
ty of  Great  Britain,  and  the  proper  limits  of  this  sovereignty,  was  the 
subject  of  constant  dispute,  and  at  length  produced  a  war,  which  made 
them  independent.     From  177G  to  1789,   as  has  been  already  remarked, 
some  powers  ot  superior  sovereignty,  imperfectly  defined,  but  real,  were 
acknowledged  to  exist  in  the  Continental  Congress,  wanting  as  that  body 
•lid,  most  of  the  attributes  of  a  Government.     When  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  under  which   it  is  our  happiness  now  to  live,  was 
adopted,  a  government  was  established  with  full  powers,  and  every  in- 
dividual inhal)itant  of  the  States,  was  made  personally  subject  to  its 
rule.     They  became  liable  to  punishment  by  means  of  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding, and  it  was  declared  t«  be  treason,  to  levy  war  against  that  Gov- 
ernment.    The  several  States  were  still  left  to  be  Sovereign  States,  and 
as  such  may  still  punish  treason  against  their  separate  govcniments.     But 
over  the  subjects  exclusively  confided  to  the  rule  of  the  general  Gov- 
ernment, embracing  among  them  many,    of  wliat  may  be  called,   the 
higher  attributes  of  sovereignty,  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  is  abol- 
ished.    The  sovereignty  of  this  general   Government,  extends  only  to 
such  objects  as  are  in  terms,  or  by  necessary  implication,  expressed  ;  but 
over  these  objects  its  right  to  command  is  absolute,  and  subject  to  no 
control  but  that  provided  in  the  Constitution  itself.     Every  citizen  has 
thu3  become  plainly  subject  to  two  distinct  sovereignties,  acting  ujjon 
him  individually,  in  respect  to  different  olyccts,  and  he  therefore  owcs 
llegiance  to  them  both  ;  that  is  to  say,   he  is  bound  to  obey  their  laws- 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  however,  that  many  intelligent  i)oliticians  have 
believed,  and  I  supposeyctbelieve,  that  a  paramount  allegiance  isstill  due 
to  the  individual  sovereign  States,  and  that  these  States  may  discharge 
their  allegiance  to  the  Union,  by  an  act  of  formal  secession.     This  opin- 
ion has  evidently  1)een  founded  on  the  not  ion  that  sovereignty,  or  the 
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right  of  command,  is  of  necesssity  one  and  indivisible.  This  was  the 
teaching  of  the  ancient  Greek  authois,  and  especially  of  Aristotle ;  and 
as  these  authors  had  no  conception  of  a  government  restrained  by  ex- 
press limitation  of  its  power,  and  had  no  proper  concejition  of  a  divine 
superintending  Ruler  of  Nations ;  such  a  notion  is  not  to  be  considered 
wonderful.  But  the  wonder  is  that  such  views  should  be  thought  ap- 
plicable to  circumstances  so  radically  different.  It  is  a  signal  instance 
of  the  long  abiding  influence  of  wrong  principles,  when  once  adopted, 
as  undisiiuted  axioms.  No  State  was  ever  sovereign  in  any  such  sense. 
Now,  under  the  Constitution,  it  is  simply  a  (question  of  interpretation. 
As  was  clearly  discerned  and  stated  by  De  Tocqueville,  in  his  Democ- 
racy in  America,  our  united  government,  "  rests,  upon  a  wholly 
novel  theory,  which  may  be  considered  a  great  discovery  in  modern  po- 
litical science."  It  would  seem  impossible  for  language  to  make  it 
plainer  than  that  used  in  the  remarkable  instrument.  It  is  not  only  de- 
clared that  the  constitution  and  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  but  that  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  all  the  executive  and  judicial 
officers  and  members  of  the  Legislature  of  each  State,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution.  A  supreme  power  is 
necessarily  the  judge  of  the  duty  of  the  inferior  to  obey,  otherwise  it 
could  not  be  supreme.  And  to  guard  the  citizens  against  any  unconsti- 
tutional use  of  such  a  power,  a  supreme  judiciary  was  provided,  as  inde- 
pendent of  all  undue  influence  as  circumstances  permitted,  whose  au- 
thority was  made  to  embrace  all  cases  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States. 

That  these  provisions  constitute  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
the  ultimate  Judge  of  all  questions  arising  between  it  and  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  separate  States,  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  dispute;  and  so  far 
as  this  question  is  concerned,  it  is  immaterial,  whether  we  regard  the 
Union  as  properly  a  Federal  Union,  or  as  something  entirely  different. 
It  is  in  truth  a  very  complete  Union,  without  any  previous  exami^le  in 
the  history  of  the  world ;  In  some  of  its  aspects  a  Federation  of  sove- 
reign States,  in  others,  a  Government  over  all  the  citizens.  Some  of  the 
more  candid  advocates  of  secession,  admit  the  paramount  power  of  the 
general  Government  over  the  governments  of  the  States,  and  deny  the 
power  of  a  State  while  remaining  in  tlie  Union,  to  nullify  the  laws  of 
the  general  Government.  But  they  insist  that  there  is  still  an  ultimate 
sovereignty  in  the  people  of  each  State,  which  is  so  supreme  and  inca- 
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pablc  of  limit,  thc}- have  the  reserved  right  to  ^vitlidraw  from  tlic  Union 
at  their  pleasure,  responsible  to  no  other  power  than  to  thc  Siii)rcnie  Rii  ■ 
Icr  of  the  Universe,  for  thc  reasons  they  may  deem  sunicent  to  justify 
such  a  course.* 

If  this  was  put  forward  merely  as  a  statement  that,  for  sullicieut  reasons, 
a  2)eoplc  may  be  morally  justitied  in  revolting  against  thc  established 
<  Joverument,  as  our  forefathers  did,  when  they  cast  off  thc  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  it  need  not  be  objected  to.  Even  a  part  of  any  Stale 
may  be  justified  in  doing  this.  The  right,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  is 
the  right  of  self-defence,  and  paramount  to  all  laws  and  constitutions. 
It  is  therefore  no  legal  or  constitutional  right.  It  can  never  be  exercised 
against  the  consent  of  thc  existing  Government,  unless  those  endeavor- 
ing to  exercise  it  have  suflicient  force  to  displace  that  Government  and  to 
deprive  it  of  its  power.  The  individual  actors  in  such  cases,  umJerstaud 
that  they  go  into  the  conflict  in  full  view  of  thc  halter,  and  of  all  the 
other  consequences  of  treason.  It  is  a  part  of  the  divine  government  of 
thc  world,  apparently  necessary  to  prevent  constant  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion, that  it  is  usually  a  hard  thing  to  make  a  successful  revolution. 
The  theoretical  line  of  distinction  between  secession  and  revolt,  may 
seem  very  thin  ;  but  the  difl'ercnce  practically  is  very  great.  Men  will 
readily  enter  into  measures  considered  legal  and  constitutional,  who  will 
start  back  with  horror  from  embarkiDg  in  a  treasonable  revolt. 

The  defects  of  the  State  Constitution  of  1776,  were  mostly  on  the 
popular  side,  and  except  thc  most  palpable  error  of  failing  pi\)perly  to 
separate  thc  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers,  so  CFsentia!  to 
every  good  government,  they  have  in  my  opinion,  been  very  imperfectly 
remedied  by  that  adopted  in  1814.  Instead  of  a  tenure  during  good  be- 
havior, so  important  to  secure  an  independent  judiciary,  thc  judges  are 
still  appointed  for  the  limited  term  of  seven  years,  and  the  olliee  is  tlius 
made  the  coveted  prize  of  party  conflicts;  and  the  highest  court  is  still 
encumbered  with  uneducated  judges.     But  a  still  more  important  defect 

*  Tills  is  the  f^rouiul  assumed  liy  Alexander  If.  Stciihens,  in  his  elal)or;ile 
work  "  A  Constitutional  View  of  tlic  late  War  between  the  States."  (Sec  vol.  II, 
ji.  22.  He  claims  that  his  doctrine  i^  that  t;iuf;l>t  by  all  writers,  ancient  and  niod- 
irn  ;  but  he  eites  none.  Thc  rights  of  an  oppressed  i)cople  to  revolt,  is  tauglit 
and  is  set  forth  in  thc  Declaration  of  Indei)endinee  ;  but  tliat  State  sovereignty 
is  so  indivisible  in  its  very  nature,  tiiat  it  eannot  even  bind  itself  to  a  paramount 
power,  is  not  taught  by  any  writes  (if  repute.  Mr.Calhoiin's  doctrine  that  the 
State  Legislature  may  declare  a  law  of  Congress  iincon;;titulional  and  not  bind- 
ing, and  that  tliis  would  make  it  void,  so  that  the  fi'derul  judiciary  cannot  en- 
force- it,  indcfcnsrible  as  Stephens  agrees  it  is,  is  a  more  logical  and  eonbistent 
doctrine  than  his ;  being  a  fair  inference  from  his  wrong  principle,  that  every 
citizen  owes  a  paramount  allegiance  to  thc  State. 
7 
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is  that  the  Governor  has  no  effective  veto.  A  bill  which  has  been  passed 
by  corrupt  means,  av ill  be  pretty  sure  to  become  a  law,  in  spite  of  the 
Governor's  objections,  as  lias  been  more  than  once  made  evident.  If 
anything  can  be  said  to  be  fully  established  by  the  experience  of  over  a 
century,  it  is  that  in  a  Democratic  government,  the  legislative  power  is 
most  to  be  feared  and  most  needs  control.  Our  present  constitution  has 
interposed  several  important  checks  to  improvident  legislation,  that 
were  wanting  in  that  first  adopted  ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that 
sooner  or  later  the  people  will  demand  and  provide  stronger  restraints. 

Most  of  the  laws  enacted  during  the  existence  of  the  war,  were  of  a 
temporary  character,  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  militia,  the  lay- 
ing and  collecting  of  taxes,  the  issue  and  redemption  of  paper  money, 
providing  for  its  being  a  legal  tender,  continuing  the  courts,  the  sitting 
of  which  was  often  interrupted,  the  definition  and  punishment  of  trea- 
son, and  the  forfeiture  of  the  estate  of  persons  guilty  of  that  crime.  An 
Act  was  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  declaring  that  the 
several  courts  of  law  and  equity  of  the  State,  should  be  confirmed  and 
established,  and  continued  to  be  held  with  like  powers,  at  the  same  time 
and  places,  as  they  were  held  before  and  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence.  And  afterwards,  to  prevent  all  doubts  on  the  subject,  it  was 
enacted  that  all  the  private  acts,  (.only  the  titles  of  which  were  con- 
tained in  Allison's  edition)  before  passed  into  laws  by  the  Legislature 
should,  except  such  as  had  become  obsolete,  or  had  Ijccu  disallowed  Ijy 
the  King  in  council,  or  had  been  repealed  or  had  expired,  should 
remain  in  full  force. 

Before  and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  1789, 
a  considerable  part  of  the  State  legislation,  grew  out  of  the  circum- 
stance that  the  State  had  become  a  sovereign  power,  and,  so  far  as  laws 
obligatory  on  individual  citzens  were  concerned,  independent  of  other 
Government.  Some  of  these  laws  provide  for  punishing  oflcnccs  against 
the  confederacy,  by  counterfeiting  or  refusing  to  receive  its  paper  monej'^, 
and  made  that  money  a  legal  tender.  By  a  law  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature  in  1778,  "  the  United  States  of  America,"  were  declared  to 
be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in  New  Jersey,  and  capable  of  sueing 
in  that  name  for  debts  due  to  tliem.  Attempts  were  made,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  some  of  the  other  States,  to  regulate  tlic  prices  of  labor,  and 
of  many   articles  of  merchandize,    and    especially  of  provisions ;  but 
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those  like  the  legal   tciulcr  act,    proved  worse  than  useless,  and  were 
soou  abandoned. 

Provision  was  made  by  the  State  laws  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  for  en  forcing  those  imposed  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  for  establishing  Custom  Houses  and  naval  oHiccrs.  An  act  passed 
October  oth,  177G,  authorized  the  Governor  and  Council,  by  ordinance 
and  commission,  to  establish  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Custom  Houses, 
with  the  necessary  ofTicers,  which  was  limited  to  one  year,  and  in  1778 
was  continued  and  supplied  A\ith  a  new  act.  No  record  of  the  ordinan- 
ces or  commissions  are  now  to  be  found  ;  but  it  appears  by  numerous  ad- 
vertisements ill  Collins'  Xcir  Jersey  Guzetle^  that  in  1778  and  1779  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  existed,  of  which  Joseph  Lawrence  was  Judge,  and 
afterwards  J.  Iralay  and  Joseph  Bloomlield  were  Kegisters.  The  Court 
is  advertised  to  sit,  sometimes  in  AUentown,  sometimes  in  Trenton,  and 
in  other  places,  to  determine  the  cases  of  certain  vessels  named,  whicli 
were  taken  from  the  enemy  as  prizes,  and  sales  arc  advertised  by  John 
Stokes,  Marshal. 

It  appears  by  the  case  of  Jennings  v  Carson,  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  reported  4th,  Cranch  3,  that  the  sloop  '•  George,"' 
and  her  cargo,  captured  in  the  year  1778,  by  a  privateer,  was  libelled 
and  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  New  Jersey,  in  October, 
1778,  from  which  sentence  there  was  an  appeal  to  the]_Continental  Court 
of  Appeals,  establislied.  by  Congress,  where  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion was  reversed  in  December  1780,  and  restitution  ordered.  The  ves- 
sel had  been  sold  by  the  ^larshal  of  the  State  Court,  for  paper  money, 
but  it  did  not  appear  what  had  become  of  the  money  ;  and  the  object  of 
this  suit  was  to  render  the  owner  of  the  privateer  lial^le  for  it ;  which 
however,  did  not  succeed. 

In  1872  a  very  carefully  prepared  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed, 
regulating  the  proceedings  in  Admiralty,  and  the  fees ;  and  requiring 
the  Judge  and  other  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  joint  meeting  for 
three  years.  In  case  of  prize,  capture,  recapture,  and  seiz- 
ure upon  the  water,  an  appeal  was  allols'ed  to  such  judges  as  Congress 
had  appointed  or  might  appoint  to  hear  appeals.  One  of  the  sections 
provides  for  a  trial  before  a  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  to  l)e  held  I)y 
virtue  of  a  special  commission  before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Judge  of  Admiralty,  according  to  the  coui*3C  of  the  com- 
mon law,  of  all  traitors,  pirates,  felons  and  criminals,  who  shall  ofl'en<l 
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upon  the  sea,  or  within  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction.  Whether  any  such 
court  was  ever  held,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  joint  meet- 
ing appointed  John  H.  Imlay,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  Joseph 
Bloomfield  Register,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  they  were  reap- 
pointed. Captures  as  prize  were  very  infrequent  after  1782,  and  the 
business  of  the  court  was  probably  not  imi)ortant.  The  papers  and  rec- 
ords of  the  court  liave  not  been  preserved.  After  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  vested  the  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion exclusively  in  the  courts  of  tlie  United  States,  the  State  laws 
were  repealed. 

After  the  peace,  the  people  who  were  greatly  impoverished,  were 
clamorous  for  stay  laws,  as  has  been  commonly  the  case  in  all  simihvr 
circumstances  ;  and  much  hostility  was  shown  to  the  courts,  and  especi- 
ally to  lawyers,  who  had  to  bear  the  odium  of  endeavoring  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  debts  and  fulfilment  of  contracts.  The  prevailing  feel- 
ing, was  very  much  like  that  which  existed  in  1769  described  in  Judge 
Field's  Provincial  Courts,  page  1G5.  Happily  it  did  not  assume  the 
shape  of  an  o2)en  rebellion,  as  it  did  in  Massachusetts;  but  it  was  very 
marked  in  many  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislatare.  The  popular 
party  had  the  ascendancy,  and  defeated  every  attempt  to  adopt  a  new 
Constitution,  or  to  amend  that  in  existence. 

Abraham  Clark  of  Elizabethtown,  a  survej-or  by  occupation,  and  a 
strong-minded  man,  whose  intentions  appear  to  have  been  good,  but 
whose  prejudices  were  very  strong,  was  the  backer  of  this  party, 
lie  was  several  times  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  lude. 
pendence.  Being  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  1784,  he  was  the  main 
advocate,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  author,  of  a  law  which 
passed  without  serious  opposition,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  Regulating  and 
Shortening  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Law."  It  was  known  af- 
terwards as  Clark's  law,  and  the  spirit  which  produced  it  was  shown  by 
his  declaration ;  "  if  it  succeeds,  it  will  tear  off  the  ruffles  from  the 
lawyers  wrists." 

But  it  did  not  succeed.  Governor  Livingston  describes  it  as  prolong- 
ing, rather  than  shortening  law  suits.  It  had  some  good  provisions 
afterwards  adopted  with  the  necessary  modifications ;  but  like  all  such 
attempts  at  reform,  made  by  incompetent  persons,  the  innovations  at- 
tempted were  too  great,  and  rendered  it  incongruous  to  other  provisions 
of  the  law.     It  was  soon  altered,  and    after  a  few  years  entirely  super- 
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ceded  by  the  practice  act  of  Governor  Patcrson,  still  tlie  l)asis  of  our 
system. 

An  anecdote  of  Clark  was  told  me  by  Judge  Kusscl,  as  having  been 
received  by  Jiim  from  Clark  himself,  which  is  perhaps  worth  preserving; 
In  the  month  of  ]\Iarch  1788,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congress  from 
New  Jersey-,  and  boarded  with  a  widow  lady  in  New  York,  where  Con- 
gress then  sat,  who  lived  in  a  very  plain  way.  Sometime  after  dark,  he 
was  sitting  in  her  little  parlor,  at  a  stand  with  u  single  tallow  candle, 
which  was  all  the  light  in  the  room,  when  there  was  a  loud  knocking  at 
the  front  door.  It  soon  appeared  that  the  French  Minister  liad  called  in 
his  carriage  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  ^Member  of  Congress.  Mr.  Clark 
met  him  at  the  door,  and  then  as  he  advanced  into  the  room,  retired  back- 
wards toward  the  stand  where  he  had  been  sitting.  He  then  attempted 
to  sit  down  in  the  chair  he  liad  left,  but  which  the  landlady,  unper- 
ceived  !jy  him,  had  removed.  Finding  himself  falling  to  the  floor,  he 
unconsciously  seized  the  stand,  upset  it,  and  extinguished  the  light;  so 
that  his  Excellency  the  ^linister,  for  titles  were  scrupulously  observed  in 
those  days,  was  received  by  a  member  of  Congress,  lying  on  his  back, 
but  happily  screened  by  total  darkness. 

Upon  referring  to  the  journals  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  on  the 
fourteenth  of  February  1783,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Count  de  Moustier 
be  received  as  Slinister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
and  be  admitted  to  a  public  audience  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  that  month. 
There  being  then  no  executive,  this  was  the  ceremonial  formally  adopted 
by  the  Congress ;  and  it  was  also  prescribed  that  after  such  a  public 
reception,  the  Minister  should  wait  personally  on  the  members  at  their 
lodgings.  On  the  designated  day  the  Minister  was  personally  introduced 
by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  liaving  delivered  his  letter 
of  credence,  he  addressed  Congress  in  a  set  speech,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  that  body  made  a  reply.  All  this  is  formally  recorded  ;  Imttho 
proceedings  outside  rest  only  in  memory. 

Clark  was  a  rigid  economist,  and  a  steady  advocate  of  popular  meas- 
ures. In  1787,  although  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  he  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  a  member  of 
the  Convention  of  this  State  called  to  ratify  it ;  but  ill  health  prevented 
liis  taking  his  scat  in  that  body.  In  1791  and  170".]  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  died  in  1794  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  age. 

]]y  the  terms  of  the  State  Constitution  of  1770,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  State,  of  full  age  and  worth  fifty  pounds,  who  had  resided  for  twelve 
months  in   the  county   where  they  claimed  a  vote,   were  entitled  to  ;v 
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vote.  It  is  evident  however  that  tlie  Provincial  Congress  which  framed 
this  Constitution,  understood  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  sub- 
sequent Legislature  to  restrict  this  privilege  ;  for  they  themselves  enacted 
an  ordinance,  as  had  been  stated,  which  did  this,  and  the  first  Legisla" 
ture  prcscriJjcd  oaths  to  be  taken,  not  found  in  it.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  it  was  found  that  a  diversity  of  practice  prevailed  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  At  an  election  held  in  1806  for  the  selection  of  the 
county  seat  of  Essex  County,  at  which  there  was  a  warm  contest  between 
Elizabcthtown  and  Newark,  females  and  colored  persons,  were  allowed 
to  vote  without  inquiry  as  to  their  property,  some  persons,  and  among 
them  some  females  boasted  that  they  voted  under  different  names 
several  times  during  the  day  and  night  the  polls  were  kept  open,  and 
the  fraudulent  voting  was  so  great,  that  the  Legislature  set  aside  the 
election.  The  fact  disclosed  by  the  evidence  produced  to  the  Legislature 
in  this  case,  occasioned  the  enactment  of  a  new  election  law  in  Novem- 
ber 1807,  which  jjassed  the  Assembly  by  a  vote  of  thirty-one  ayes  to  five 
noes.  There  was  at  this  time  a  majority  of  democrats  in  the  Legislature  ; 
but  it  was  not  a  party  measure ;  the  leading  federalists  in  the  body, 
including  the  member  from  Burlington  County,  and  the  late  James 
Parker  of  Middlesex  voted  for  it.  The  universal  public  opinion  of  the 
people  sanctioned  its  provisions,  which  with  but  little  change  continued 
in  force  until  altered  by  the  fifteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  This  law  commences  with  the  following  preamble, 
"  AViiEREAS  doubts  have  been  raised  and  great  diversities  in  practice 
obtained  throughout  the  State,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  aliens 
females,  and  persons  of  color,  or  negroes  to  vote,  in  elections,  and  also 
in  regard  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  voters  in 
respect  to  estate  ;  and  whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  to  the  safety  quiet 
good  order  and  dignity  of  the  State,  to  clear  up  the  said  doubts,  by  an 
act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  declaratory  of  the  true  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  ensure  its  just  execution  in  these 
particulars,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  framers  thereof:"  therefore,  it 
was  enacted,  that  no  person  should  vote,  unless  such  person  be  a  free, 
white,  male  citizen  of  the  State,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  worth 
fifty  pounds  proclamation  money,  and  that  in  order  to  establish  a  uniform 
practice  throughout  the  State,  and  to  avoid  all  questions  in  regard  to 
the  qualification  of  the  voter  as  to  estate,  every  person  in  other  respects 
entitled  to  vote,  who  should  have  paid  a  tax,  should  be  adjudged  by 
the  ofliccrs  conducting  the  election  to  be  worth  fifty  pounds  clear  estate 
and  entitled  to  vote. 
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It  occasioually  liappcncd,  however,  that  the  ofliccrs  of  election  disre- 
gartled  this  law,  holding  it  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  so  far  as  it 
prevented  aliens,  females  and  colored  persons  from  voting.  This  hap- 
pened in  at  least  one  township  in  Cumberland  County  at  a  contested 
election  for  the  place  of  erecting  a  court  house  in  the  year  1837;  and 
this  in  part  produced,  what  was  called  the  broad  seal  war  the  next  year. 
From  1809  to  1845  the  polls  were  required  to  bo  kept  open  two  days, 
and  it  was  custonutry  in  the  large  townships  to  hold  the  election  at 
different  places  each  day. 
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Henry  Hill,  Neicark. 
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John  C.  Johnson,  Newark. 

Charles  J.  Kip,  M.M.,  Neicark. 

"William  H.  Lemassena,  Neicark. 
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Joseph  L.  Munn,  Neicark. 
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Samuel  C.  Royse,  Neicark. 

Rev.  Stephen  P.  Simpson,  Iivinyton. 

Rev.  Henry  Veshlege,  Jr.  Irvington. 

Edward  Livingston  Welling,  Pennington. 

Charles  H.  Winfield,  Greenville. 

Charles  E.  Young,  Newark. 
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George  H.  Moore,  New  York. 
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Xewauk.  May  iStli,  1871. 
The   Socikty  met  in    their  rooms  at   11  A.  .^[.,  IIkv.  Ravai-'p  K. 
RoDOERS,  D.D.,  second  Viee  President,  takinu;  the  cliair  in  tlie  al>senee 
of  the  President. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresjjonding  Secretary  submitted  the  cotresuondenee  since  tiii' 
January  meeting,  and  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from  Oeorpje  II 
Moore,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  and  James  Veecli,  Esq.,  of  Pittsburgh,  ac- 
knowledging their  election  as  Honorary  ^Icndjers,  and  from  several 
other  gentlemen  accepting  their  election  as  Resident  Members  :  iVoni 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  ]\Iain(',  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Georgia,  the  Essex  Institute,  Mass.  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  Boston  Public  Library,  acknowledging  the  receij)t  of 
the  Society's  latest  publication  :  from  the  Governor's  Secretary,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Resolution  j)assed  by  the  Society  relat- 
ing to  tlie  Flags  of  the  New  Jersey  regiments;  from  Mr.  H.  I).  Wintnn, 
enquiring  after  tlie  papers  referring  to  Rev.  Peter  Wilson,  collected  by 
Mr.  A.  Gilford,  now  in  the  Library  ;  from  the  .\merican  Philosophical 
Society  and  Historical  Societies  of  C'liicago  and  Iowa,  transmitting  do- 
nations for  the  library;  from  Dr.  J.  Bowman,  of  Philiidelijliia,  making 
inquiries  after  Dr.  Carnahan's  paper  on  ihr  Pennsylvania  Whi.>.ky  Insur- 
ection:  from  ('.('.  Haven,  Esq..  of  TreiitDii,  traU'^mittinL'  a  book  I'ni 
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the  library  ;  from  Mr.  J,  P.  Crayon,of  New  Foundland,  N.  J.,  in  response 
to  a  suggestion  made  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Society,  that  uew3papcr 
items  referring  to  local  history  should  be  preserved,  enclosing  an  article 
on  Charlotteburg  in  Passaic  County  ;  from  Gen.  James  Grant  Wilson, 
transmitting  autograph  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  and  Col. 
John  Bayard :  and  several  other  communications  relating  to  Society 
matters. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  as  amount- 
ing to  $204  20. 

The  Librarian  presented  a  list  of  the  donations  received  since  Jan- 
uary for  the  Library  and  Cabinet,  which  will  bo  found  on  a  subsequent 
page. 

Mr.  WHiTF.nEAD,  referring  to  a  donation  of  Continental  and  Provin- 
f:ial  currency,  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  extent  of  the 
Society's  collection,  and  urgeil  some  e.vertion  on  their  part  to  render  it 
still  more  complete. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Pexnington,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
the  issue  of  another  number  of  the  ''Proceedings"  of  the  Society  since 
the  last  meeting,  containing  besides  the  current  business  transactions 
to  the  present  time,  the  Memoir  of  the  late  President  Richard  S.  Field, 
liy  >Ir.  Keasbey.  read  bofoic  the  Society  in  January,  and  a  paper  upon 
the  Crst  Constiintion  of  Xinv  .Fersey,  by  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer.  A?* 
the  Proceedings  were  distributed  gratuitously  to  such  only  of  the  Resi- 
dent Members  as  are  not  in  arrears,  should  any  not  have  received  the 
recently  issued  number  they  should  attribute  it  to  their  having  omitted 
to  comply  with  the  prescribed  terms. 

The  Committee  informed  the  members  that  back  volumes  of  the 
"Proceedings"  could  be  at  present  supplied  at  .|1  50  per  volume,  ex- 
cepting Volume  10,  which  is  $1  75,  and  that  sets  of  the  "  Collections" 
(with  the  exception  of  the  1st  Volume  which  could  not  bf  I'urnished) 
might  be  obtained  by  members  at  $8  50  for  the  six  volumes. 

The  Committee  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the  Society 
that  Judge  Elmer  had  been  led  to  change  his  determination  hot  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  preparation  of  his  Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar 
of  New  Jersey  ;  that  he  was  j)rocecding  with  the  work  and  it  would 
probably  ()e  completed  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months.  It  would 
comprise  u  succinct  history  of  the  Constitution  of  1776,  and  of  the 
government  and  laws  under  it.  as  well  as  the  Judge's  personal  reminis- 
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ccaccs  of  the  men  engaged  in  their  athuinislratioii.  and  would  lie  a  val 
liable  acquisition   to   the   historical   nnd    Itiographical  literature  ut  tin- 
Stale. 

Iq  furtherance  of  the  design  heretofore  announced  to  indjlibli  tlii« 
volume  as  VoUinic  VII  of  the  "Collections"  of  the  Society,  the 
Comiuittec  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  on  the  completion  of  the  work  upon  which  tlic  Hon.  L.  Q.  C. 
Elmer,  of  Bridgcton,  is  now  engaged,  the  Committee  or.  Publications  be  author- 
ized and  requested  to  take  immediate  steps  for  its  publication  as  a  volume  of  thr 
Society's  "  Collections,"  and  that  it  \Vill  be  i-sucd  us  soou  as  in  tlie  iudi;nicnl 
of  the  Committee  it  may  be  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  size  of  the  volume  aud  its  general  appeaniuti-  lie  made  to 
conform  as  ucar  as  may  be  to  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  previous  volumes  ol 
the  scries,  and  that  the  number  of  cojiics  to  be  printed  be  left  to  the  discretion 
nf  the  Committee. 

Coi<.  SwouDs  tlrew  atlcution  to  the  low  >tate  of  the  Treasury  as  r.ot 
warranting  the  publication  at  the  present  time,  but  after  some  explana 
lory  remarks  from  Mr.  WiiiTEnEAi).  tLe  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

]Mu.  Maimin  ]{.  Dennis  presented  the  report  of  tiic  Committee  on 
the  Library.  They  congratulated  the  Society  on  the  im]>rovcd  appear- 
ance of  the  rooms  through  the  additions  i)laccd  in  tlicni,  jiartly  I'.v  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  partly  through  the  lilitrality  of  a  few  of  the  nicni- 
Ijers,  and  the  report  proceeds  as  follows  :  "  So  huig  as  the  resourco  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee  arc  so  rcstrictetl,  they  mu-^t  neeessardy 
depend  upon  individual  contributions  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  agree- 
able to  them  or  beneficial  to  the  Society.  They  arc  informed  liy  th<' 
Treasurer  that  the  Library  Fund,  through  the  supineness  of  most  of  the 
members,  and  the  neglect  of  others  who  are  nominally  subscribers  to  i(, 
is  virtually  of  little  avail :  and  the  last  formal  appeal  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  individual  members  for  additional  subscriptions,  did  not  awaken 
BUlBcieut  interest  to  call  forth  a  single  response.  The  Committee  lime 
no  suggestions  to  oflcr  for  remedying  this  defect  in  our  organization,  as 
the  Society  lias  placed  itsHiiancial  affairs,  very  properly,  in  the  hands  of 
a  8[)ecial  committee,  every  way  competent  to  devise  the  necessary  lucas- 
ureb;  but  they  do  urge  upon  their  feHow  members  th«>  pro|)riety  of  co- 
operating to  inaUc  the  Lii>rary  wiiat  it  should  •)e.  a  depositoiy  of  his 
torical  materials  of  all  kinds,  of  (constantly  increa-sing  interest  an<l  im- 
portance, adding  yearly  to  its  advantages  and  facilities.  Xothiug 
affords  better  evidence  of  our  fnltilliug  the  objects  of  our  association 
than  the  growth  and  condition  of  the  Library." 
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The  only  source  of  increase  at  present  tu  the  Library  was  from  dona- 
tions, but  the  Committee  stated  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  inaug- 
urate a  system  of  exchanges  with  other  institutions,  wbereby  a  large 
number  of  du])licate  volumes  might  be  made  available  in  securing 
others  that  Avcre  wanted. 

Since  the  last  meeting  the  Cabinet  had  been  rc-arraugcd  and  cata- 
logued ;  several  volumes  of  newspapers  had  been  bound,  and  all  in  the 
possession  o(  the  Society  assorted  and  re  arranged,  to  facilitate  their 
jicrmanent  preservation,  whenever  the  finances  might  warrant  steps  in 
that  direction.  For  si.v  months  the  rooms  had  been  open  the  greater 
part  of  every  week  day,  and  an  Assistant  Librarian  had  been  in  attend- 
ance. As  this  arrangement  had  resulted  favorably  for  the  interests  of 
the  Society  ;  the  Comiaittec  had  authorized  its  continuance. 

riic  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  as  to  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  whose  names  had  Ijeen  reported  to  them,  and  on  balloting 
they  were  all  duly  elected,  and  several  new  nominations  were  received 
and  referred. 

Mk.  WiiiTEUBAD  presented  a  Pocket  Diary  once  belonging  to 
Hon.  Charles  Feuton  fiercer,  of  Virginia,  which  had  been  found  during 
the  Rebellion  somewhere  in  that  State,  containing  entries  of  journeys, 
engagements,  &c.,  from  March  to  November,  181G.  He  also  presented 
in  behalf  of  Miss  Cakoline  Hoknblower,  a  book  containing  the 
minutes  of  three  I^iterary  Societies  existing  in  Newark  Ijetween  the 
years  1790  and  1799;  David  B.  Ogden,  Elias  Van  Arsdale,  AVilliam  Hal- 
sey,  Jacob  Burnet,  and  other  prominent  citizens  of  Newark  in  after 
years,  being  among  their  members  and  participating  in  the  discussions 
of  the  most  momentous  questions. 

Mk.  James  H.  Tichenou  presented  a  specimen  of  local  currency  for 
six  cents,  issued  by  the  New  York  and  Jersey  Steamboat  Ferry  Co.,  in 
1814. 

Col.  Swokds  read  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Morgan  L.  Smith,* 
drawing  attention  to  the  death  of  David  G.  Burnet,  of  Texas,  a  native 
of  Newark,  and  giving  a  succinct  account  of  his  career;  and  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Smith,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

WuKUEAS,  Siuec  the  last  annual  meetiui;  of  this  Society,  David  G.  Burnet,  a 
sou  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  Newark  in  17S8,  has  gone  to  his  srcat  reward :  ami 
inasmuch  as  he  has  during  a  life  of  practical  usefulness,  in  public  and  private 
relations,  rellcctcd  honor  upon  his  native  State  and  city. 

Therefore  Jicsol red,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  of  Uiis  Society,  arc 
hereby  requested  to  obtain -a  competent  person  to  prepare  and  present  at  the 
next  annual  moetinii'  a  memoir  of  this  great  and  good  man. 

*  See  Page  l-M, 
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The  Hon.  W.m.  B.  Kinney,  ia  bouic  remarks  of  grcal  interest,  corrob- 
Dratccl  the  statements  of  Mr.  Smith  as  to  the  high  character  of  Mr. 
IJuruet  throughout  a  life  of  many  vicissitudes.  lie  had  ever  retained  a 
marked  humility,  leading  him  to  ilecline  even  furnishing  materials  for 
a  biography.  Could  his  career  be  fully  j)resented  it  would  be  found 
"  more  romantic  than  romame  itself.'  and  prove  (tf  great  interest,  not 
only  to  his  fellow  .Icr.-.oymen.  l)Ut  also,  and  especially,  to  Uic  citizens  of 
Texas,  with  whose  history  he  was  closely  identified. 

Ml!.  C.  C  Latukoi',  also  eulogized  Mr.  Burnel.  having  Ikcuuic  lamil- 
iar  with  his  character  and  public  services  while  residing  at  the  South.- 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Captain  Alien  Bab.sett,  3Ir.  White- 
head and  Mr.  Duryce,  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  half-past  two  o'clock,  the  iuter- 
vcuiug  time  being  spent  Jjy  the  members  in  examining  the  Library  and 
Cabinet  of  the  Society,  and  in  partaking  of  a  collation  spread  in  one  of 
the  rooms. 

On  reassembling.  Cuarles  II.  W'inhelh,  Escj..  read  a  portion  of  a 
work,  in  the  i)reparation  of  which  he  is  engaged  UDon  *•  The  History 
of  Hudson  County :"  the  portion  selected  covering  the  perioil  from  the 
discovery  down  to  the  year  lOGl  :  which  was  listened  to  with  marked 
attention. 

On  concluding,  Mr.  Winticld  receiveil  on  motion  of  Mn.  IlAVK.-i,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  tor  his  liighly  instructive  and  interesting  paper  ; 
the  usual  request  for  a  copy  lieing  waiveil  iii  view  of  Mr.  W.'s  own  in- 
tention to  publish  his  history  when  completed. 

Mr.  Peddie  drevy  attention  to  the  fact  that  comparatively  few  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Society  were  present  at  its  meetings,  which 
elicited  some  discussion  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  to  awaken 
a  greater  interest  in  the  Society  :  but  it  being  generally  conceded  that  no 
other  inducements  could  be  ofi'eied  for  advancing  its  interests  than  were 
to  be  found  in  the  high  aims  and  purposes  of  its  organization,  the  sub- 
ject was  dropped. 

Coi..   SwoHDS  gave  notice  tliat  at  the  next    nu.etiii^  of  llie  Societv  lie 
should  move  an  altcrf.tion  to  the  Ttli  ArlicK'  ol  the  Constitution  so  that 
the  fee  for  admisslju  shall  ready('re  dolljiry  instead  of  "  three  dollars,"  tin- 
fee  for  life  membership  shall  read  tirciity-tivr  ilollurs  instead  of  '•  twenty 
■dollars.'' 

The  Society  tlien  adjourned  to  mrel  in  i  n  iimii  on  llie  liiirtl  Jhuisilaj 
of  January,  1872,  unless  called  together  in  September  by  the  E.\ecu» 
tivc  Committee. 
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ANNOUNCED  MAY  18tb.  1871. 

From  the  Masmchuseits  Ilistorkal  -Siycie^y— Proceedings  of  the  Society — 
begiuniug  April,  18(39,  eudiug  December  1870.  Published  at  the 
charge  of  the  Peabody  Fund. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Transactiouti   of  the    Society 
•  Vol.  14;  new  series,  Part  1 . 

Proceedings  of  the  Society,  Vol.  VI,  No.  8j. 

From  the  Iowm  Historical  /Socjcfy—  Report  of  tlic  Geological  Survey  ol 
the  State  of  Iowa,  contaiulng  tlie  results  of  e.xamiuatioui  and  obser- 
vations made  within  the  years  1866,  "07,  'G8  and  '69.  By  Charles  A. 
AVhite,  M.D.     2  Vols. 

Iowa  Agricultural  Report  for  186'J.  Reports  of  the  lusnruucc  Dt- 
partment  of  Iowa — Life  and  Fire,  1868,  '69.     2  Vols. 

The  Census  of  Iowa,  as  returned  in  the  year  18611.  Population, 
Agricultural  Statistics,  Manufacture,  Ac. 

Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  loth  Gen. 
Assembly  of  Iowa,  i  870.     2  Vols. 

Legislative  Documents  loth  Gen.  Assembly,  antl  Acts  and  Resolu- 
tions passed  at  the  Regular  Session,  1870.     l!  Vols. 

Des  Moines  Bulletin.  Legislative  Supplement ;  Phonographic  Re- 
port for  the  Bulletin. 

Annals  of  Iowa— the  Quarterly  for  the  State  Society  for  .lauuary 
and  April,  1871. 

From  the  Chicayo  Historical  Society — History'  of  Illinois,  and  Life  of 
Ninian  Edwards. 

The  Last  of  the  Illinois,  and  a  sketch  of  tlic  Pottawotomies. 

Catalogues  of  the  N.  W.  University  at  Evanstou,  111.,  869,  '70  ;  of 
the  Illinois  Normal  University  for  1861.  "2.  '4,  '5,  '8  and  '9,  and  of 
the  Lake  Forest  Academy,  111.,  1869,  "70. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Illinois  Industrial  University  for  1869  aud 
"70,  and  7th  and  Stli  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
Chicago,  1868  and  '9,  and  15th  and  16th  Annual  RejxMts  u{  the  Board 
of  I^ducation  of  Chicago,  '69  and  '70. 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago,  report- 
ed to  the  Board  of  Trade,  1809. 


DONATIONS.  161 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society,  1869  ;  ot 
thf  State  Horticultural  Society,  1S09,  and  Bulletin  of  tbe  Wi^ron'^iii 
Academy  of  Sciencesi.  Arts  and  L<tters. 

From  the  Wiicomin  Historical  Society— The  North  West  durinpf  the  Rev- 
olution. An  Address  before  the  Society,  Jan.  Hist,  1^71.  By  Hon. 
C.  J.  Walker. 

From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society — Settlement  of  EUicotts'  Mill*', 
with  fragments  of  History  therewith  connected.    By  Martha  E.  Tyson. 

From  the  Essex  Inatitxite — Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  Vnl.  X. 
Bulletin  of  the  Institute,  Vol.  2,  No.  9. 

Frora  the  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Society — The  Register  and  .Vntiqunriau 
Journal,  No.  2.  Vol.  XXV. 

From  the  Authors — Oration  on  the  350tli  Anniversary  of  the  Landing  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  Plymouth,  21st  Dec.  ISTO.  By  Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthroi),  L.L.D.,  Pre.<;.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc'y. 

.Vnnual  Rejjort  of  the  State  Geologist  of  New  Jersey  for  the  year 
1870.     By  George  II.  Cook. 

Ancestry  of  Priscilla  Baker,  who  lived  1694-17.31.  and  w.i"^  wife  of 
Uaac  Appleton,  of  Ipswich.     By  Wm.  S.  Appleton. 

A  new  Historic  Manual  concerning  the  Three  Battles  at  Trenton 
and  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  during  the  War  for  American  Independ- 
ence, in  177C  and  1777.     By  C.  C.  Haven. 

29th   Annual   Report  of  the   Ministry  at  Large,  Providence,  R.  1 
Uy  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone. 

From  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College — The  Centennial  Celebration  of 
Rutgers  College,  June  21st,  1870,  with  an  Historical  Discourse,  deliv- 
ered by  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  and  other  Proeeeding-^. 

From  George  It.  i'onl- — Sixtli  Annual  Report  of  Riitgei';  Seientilic 
School.  1870. 

From.  Dr.  I.  P.  T'/'/z/ii/*?— Geological  Survey  of  Indiann.  witli  niap>  and 
colored  sections  referred  to  on  the  Report.     1S09. 

From  Robert  Clarke — The  Symmes  Family  and  Notice  of  Capt.  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  the  author  of  ••  Theory  of  Concentrick  Spheres." 

From  Robert  C.  Winthrop — Profeerlings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody 
Education  F'und.  at  their  Annu.al  Meeting  Feb.  l.'i,  i«71,  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  their  General  Agent,  Dr.  Sears. 
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From  W.  A.  Whitehead — Three  Volumes  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  lor 
18C8,  18G9,  1870. 

Seventeen  specimens  of  Continental  Currency  ;  three  specimens  of 
the  Provincial  Currency  of  Connecticut;  one  of  New  York;  four  of 
Pennsylvania;  four  of  Maryland;  one  of  Delaware  :  Twenty-one  of 
New  Jersey. 

Evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation  fid  District  of 
S.  Carolina,  1870. 

From  the  Trustees~\'ii\\  Annual  Report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Bedford. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
^Fassachusetts  from  1804  to  1871,  inclusive.     8  Vols. 

Adjutant  General  of  Massachusetts'  Report  for  18G4. 

Address  of  Gov.  Wm.  Claflin  to  the  Legislature  of  ]\rassacbusetts, 
Jan.  8th,  1870.  ' 

Inaugural  Address  of  Shurtleft,  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, Jan.  od,  1870,  and  of  William  Gaston,  Mayor,  Jan.  2d,  1871. 

History  of  the  Redman  Farm,  so  called,  situate  in  Canton,  Norfolk 
Co.,  Mass.,  with  map.     By  Ellis  Ames. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  ]\[edical  Society,  1781-1870.  Al- 
phabetically arranged. 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Train's  Closing  Argument  on  the  Annexation  of 
Dorchester  to  Boston.     April  28th,  1769. 

Senator  Sherman's  Fallacies:  or  Honesty  the  Best  Policy.  By 
Edward  Atkinson.     1868. 

The  Hoosac  Tunnel  Contract.     By  F.  W.  Bird.     1869. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  May  1870,  of 
the  Industrial  Aid  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism,  Oct.  1870, 
of  the  Children's  Hospital  from  Dec.  28th,  '69,  to  Dec.  28th,  1870,  ot 
the  Superintendent  of  Health  for  1870,  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Ilosi^ital,  Boston,  for  the  year  1868,  of  the  Home  for  the  Destitute, 
1870,  of  the  Channing  Home  for  1869  and  '7f>.  and  of  the  Home  for 
Aged  Colored  Women,  1869  and  1870. 

Articles  of  Association  and  By-Laws  adojited  by  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Cotton  ISIanufacturers  and  Planters,  April  39th.  1868,  and 
Proceedings  at  their  First  Annual  Meeting,  June  30th  1860. 

Report  to  the  International  Sanitary  Conference  of  a  Commission 
from  tliat  Body  on  the  Origin,  Endemicity,  Transniissibility  and  Pro- 
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pagation  of  Asiatir  Cliolcra.  Translated  by  Sanuul  I..  Al)l)ot,  M.D. 
1867. 

Abstract  of  the  lleconls  of  the  Trustees  of  iloniitions  to  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocese  of  ^rassachusetts.     1870, 

The  Churcli  Almanac  for  A.D.     1871. 


^(SiJient  'Ptmbers  (tlecteJt, 

MAY  18,  1871. 

Thomas  D.  Armstrong,  Mount  ITolUj. 

Peter  II.  P>allantine,  Keicarl. 

Robert  F.  Ballantine,  Keicarl. 

William  T.  Carter,  Newark. 

\lev.  Robert  E.  Dennison,  Xewnrl. 

David  C.  Dodd,  Neicark. 

Rev.  Wm.  Rankin  Duryee,  LafaytUe. 

J.  Augustus  Fay,  Jr.,  EJhnleth. 

John  L.  Love,  M.  D.,  Montrchti. 

Rev.  J.  11.  Mcllvaine,  D.  D.,  Xetrarl: 

Nathaniel  Niles,  Madison. 

William  Plume,  Keicarl-. 

Samuel  T.  Smith,.  Waterhw. 

Rev.  Samuel  M.  Studdiford,  Trenton. 

R.  M.  Sutphen,  JI.  D.,  Keicarl. 

Rev.  O.  II.  Tiflany,  D.  D.,  Keicarl. 

Charles  B.  Thurston,  Keicark. 

Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Keicarl: 

FOR  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
Thomas  Barron,  Kite  Yuri-. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 

Accompanyinrj  tlte  Prenmlle  and  Resolution  on  Page  158 

Newark,  May  fith,  1871. 
Col.  R.  S.  Swords,  Historical  Rooms. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  contemplated  presenting  the  accompanying  preamble 
and  resolution,  commemorative  of  David  G.  Burnet,  but  as  I  am  called 
awa}'  to  a  distant  point,  on  the  IStli  inst.  I  send  tliem  to  j'ou  for  pre- 
sentation, and  at  your  suggestion,  I  have  added  a  brief  sketch  of 
Judge  Burnet,  and  his  ancestors,  which  will  show  that  his  is'cminently 
a  Historical  name,  from  Imth  family  and  personal  considerations.  His 
grandfather  graduated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  emigrated 
at  an  early  period  to  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  and  received  the 
degree  of  LL.D.,  from  his  Alma  Mater.  The  Father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Wm.  Burnet,  was  also  a  man  of  letters — a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  received  the  appointment  of  Surgeon 
General  for  the  Eastern  District  of  U.  S. 

An  elder  l)rother  was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  revolution,  and  a 
])osom  friend  of  Lafayette,  and  yet,  another  brother,  Jacob,  was  for  a 
quarter  of  a  contuiy  the  most  distinguished  politician  and  statesman 
of  Ohio.  Tie  left  lasting  fame  as  a  legislator,  in  his  state,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  of  the  United  States  Senate,  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Ohio,  and  a  commissioner,  with  Henry  Clay  and 
R.  Watkins  Leigh,  to  settle  a  controversy  between  the  States  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky.  To  his  literary  honors,  may  be  added  the  degree  of 
LL  D.,  from  Princeton  and  Transylvanian,  and  also  an  election  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Science,  an  honor  rarely  bestowed  on  a  foi-eigner. 

The  fame  of  Judge  Burnet  however  is  not  alone  derived  from  his 
greatly  distinguished  family — for  when  a  carefully  prepared  record  of 
him,  from  youth  to  old  age,  is  presented  to  us,  we  shall  find  liim  a  good 
student  and  a  ripe  scholar  at  an  early  age.  An  officer  in  Gen.  Miranda's 
e.xpedition  in  South  America.  A  law  student  and  practitioner,  with  his 
brother  in  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  compelled  on  account  of  ill  health 
to  seek  the  milder  climate  of  JNlexico,  where  he  was  apjjointed  an 
"  Alcalde,"  of  the  colony  of  Texas,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered 
efficient  service  in  forming  its  judiciary. 
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After  a  successful  revolution  in  1836,  he  was  elcctcil  the  first  Presiileut 
of  the  "Republic  of  Texas."  In  this  position  he  greatly  distinguished 
himself  in  successfully  founding  a  new  state. 

During  his  administration,  he  was  esteemed  an  able  statesman,  a  wise 
and  just  ruler ;  he  declined  a  second  election,  but  was  subsequently 
vice-President,  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  18flG  was  chosen  unanimously 
by  the  Legislature  of  Texas    U.  S.  Senator. 

This  is  a  mere  glance  at  the  unsought  public  tmsls  eoiumittcd  to  him 
by  a  grateful  people. 

Ilis  retirement  from  public  life,  and  waning  health,  induced  him  to 
visit  his  native  city  in  18G8.  lie  soon  however  returned  to  his  friends, 
in  the  state  of  his  adoption,  of  whom  he  was  wont  to  say  :  "  they  are 
indulgent  to  my  faults,  and  disinterested  in  their  friendship.'" 

During  )iis  sojourn  in  our  city,  he  was  much  interested  in  reminis- 
cences of  the  friends  and  associates  of  his  childhood  and  youthful  days 
in  Newark,  and  usually  closed  his  musings  with  the  sad  remark,  "  they 
are  all  gone  before  me." 

Seventy  years  had  so  changed  the  humble  village  to  a  great  city,  that 
lie  was  bewildered  in  his  eflbrts  to  locate  exactly  the  site  of  the  home 
of  his  ancestore,  or  those  of  his  early  friends. 

When  taking  his  last  lingering  look  at  the  First  Prcsljyterian  Church . 
on  Broad  street,  his  apostrophe  was  most  touching  and  mem(iral)le, 

•' Dear  old  Church,  there  lie  the  remains  of  my  ancestors,  in  it  I  was 
taught  the  principles  of  the  gospel  of  our  Divine  Master.  1  cannot  l>c 
grateful  enough  to  God  that  I  have  been  sustained  l>y  it,  iluring  liie 
changing  vicissitudes  of  my  long  and  eventful  career,  and  that  I  can  now 
entertain  a  Ijlesscd  hope  beyond  these  scenes  of  life." 

On  the  otli  of  December,  last,  he  closed  by  a  peaceful  death,  in  Texas, 
a  long  and  useful  public,  and  christian  life. 

With  the  worldly  skill  posessed  by  many,  he  might  have  attained 
ureat  wealth, but  to  his  honor  be  it  said,  he  died  ceri/  poor.  An  lieii-looni 
watch  and  a  lamily  I)iljle,  was  the  extent  of  his  worldy  possessions,  yet, 
he  had  a  generous  ovation  from  his  friends  while  lie  lived,  and  such 
sorrow  at  his  death  as  could  alone  spring  from  disinterested  friendship. 

In  the  family  Ijible  referred  to,  was  ibuml  after  his  death,  a  ret;or<l  t»f 
the  last  scion  of  his  house,  written  in  his  firm  rountl  hand,  "  William 
Est  Burnet,  was  killed  at  Spanish  Fort  near  Mobile,  March  ;!lst,  lyt)"). 
A  victim  to  an  unhappy  war,  and  I  only  am  left  poor  and  desolate,  O  ! 
God,  thy  will  be  done,  and  give  me  grace  to  submit  cheerfully  to  it." 
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From  a  personal  acquaintauce  with  Judge  Burnet  and  many  of  his 
antecedents  I  am  enabled  to  give  this  brief  sketch.  When  a  competent 
historian  shall  liave  done  him  justice  in  a  carefully  prepared  biographj-, 
you  will  have  spread  upon  your  records,  a  brilliant  page  in  the  history 
of  the  great  men  of  New  Jersey. 

Very  truly  yours, 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 
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TuKNTON,  January  18tb,  1872. 

TuE  Society  met  iu  accordance  with  its  By-laws,  the  rooms  of  the 
Trentou  Board  of  Trade  being  generously  i^laced  at  its  disposal. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  others  from  various  parts 
f)r  the  State. 

TheHcv.  Samuel  M.  II.vmmii..  D.D..ainUhc  Kcv.  Ravai  d  K.  Rougeh.^, 
D.D.,  the  second  and  third  Vice  Presidents,  presided.  The  Governor 
of  the  State,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  lli<  Kousc  <>t" 
Assembly,  were  seated  near  the  presiding  officers 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Kecording  bec- 
rctary. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  letters  received  since 
May,  among  them  being  acknowledgments  of  their  elections  as  Resident 
Members  from  the  Rev.  Drs.  James  P.  AViisoii  and  J.  II.  Mcllvainr,  o\' 
Newark,  of  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Niles,  of  .Madison,  and  several  others, 
and  from  Thomas  Barron,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  «»f  his  election  as  Cor 
responding  Member.  The  Iowa  Historical  Society  aiknowicilged  the 
receipt  of  the  publications  of  the  Society;  Mr.  Edwin  Salter,  of  Wash- 
ington, furnished  an  explanation  of  the  des])araging  term  of  "foreigners" 
as  applied  to  Jerseymeu  in  some  localities  ;  3Ir.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
Secretary  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  drew  atlentimi 
to  a  proposal  of  Mr.  John  C.  Jay  to  dispose  nf  his  lil)rary  and  ronclu)- 
15 
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logical  cabinet ;  Professor  Noah  Porter,  of  Yale  College,  Professor  Joseph 
Henry,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  other  distinguished  literary 
gentlemen  joined  in  an  appeal  for  the  restoration  of  the  Strasburg  library. 
A  Communication  from  James  Ross  Snowden,  Escj.,  of  Philadelphia, 
asked  for  aid  in  collecting  materials  for  a  Memoir  to  ijc  prepared  for 
the  Centennial  National  Anniversary  in  187G.  Mr.  John  O.  Raune,  of 
Trenton,  announced  a  new  history  of  New  Jersey  us  in  preparation  Ijy 
himself.  Letters  from  Solomon  Alofsen  and  A.  Rcmscn  Thompson, 
Esf|S.,  and  General  Theodore  Ruuyan  accompanied  donations  for  the 
liorary,  and  letters  from  Messrs.  G.  MoUison,  of  Bound  Brook,  and  W. 
S.  Johnson,  of  Trenton,  referred  to  genealogical  enquiries.  A.  D. 
Schanck,  of  United  States  Army  in  California,  furnished  an  interesting 
notice  of  the  Settlers  in  Ohio,  from  New  Jersey,  who  founded  what  is 
still  known  as  "  the  New  Jersey  Church,"  which  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WniTEHEAU  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications.  Letters 
from  the  Hons.  Henry  W.  Green  and  Joel  Parker.  Professor  Charles 
W.  Shields  and  J.  Di.xon,  Jr.,  Esq.,  e.\])ressed  their  regrets  at  not  being 
able  to  accept  invitations  to  favor  the  Society  with  papers,  and  the 
Hon.  John  T.  Nixon  consented  so  to  do.  Various  other  communications 
connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Society  were  hiid  upon  the  table. 

The  Treasurer,  Col.  Swokds,  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
$433.53.,  and  that  the  invested  funds  amounted  to  $1.008.412 — the  real 
estate  of  the  Society  being  estimated  as  worth  $10,000. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Congak,  made  an  extended  report  of  the  dona- 
tions received  since  the  last  meeting,  and  submitted  some  of  the  rare 
volumes  for  examination.  The  report  in  full  will  be  found  on  a  subse- 
quent page. 

Hon.  Wji.  B.  Kinney  from  the  Executive  Committee  presented  the 
following  Report  : 

"  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  do  not  iind  any  matters 
referring  to  its  management  calling  for  any  special  report  from  them  at 
this  meeting,  the  reports  from  specific  conunittees  and  officers  liaving 
placed  the  Society  in  possession  of  all  necessary  details. 

It  only  remains  for  them  to  bring  formally  to  the  notice  of  the  mem 
bers  the  fact,  with  which  each  one  must  have  become  already  acquainted 
much  to  his  regret,  that  the  Society  is  again  without  a  head,  by  the 
death,  on  the  31st  November  last,  of  its  highly  esteemed  President 
John  Rutherfurd. 
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In  acoortlancc  with  tlic  precedent  established  on  tlic  orrunciue  of 
the  de:\th  of  previous  Presidents,  tlio  follo\vin!4;  announrement  was 
made  by  the  Committee  on  the  day  oi  'Mv.  liuthcrfurd's  decease  : 

"  XEW   JF.nSF.Y    IlISTOniCAL   SOCIETY. 

"  Tlie  painful  duty  again  devolves  upon  tiie  luulersigned  of  announc- 
in«j;  to  tiie  nu'n\l)ers  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  that  death  has 
deprived  them  of  their  President.  To  the  names  of  .loseph  C.  Ilorn- 
blower,  James  Parker  and  Richard  S.  Field,  who  in  rotation  honorably 
occupied  the  position,  has  now  to  he  added  the  name  of  John  Ttuther- 
lurd.  lie  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city  this  morning,  Nov.  21st, 
after  a  painful  illness  of  several  weeks  duration  in  the  r.!]d  year  of 
his  age. 

"  Having  an  ancestry  closely  identified  with  the  soil  and  history  of 
New  Jersey  iVom  an  early  period,  I^Ir.  Rutherfurd  miturally  associated 
himself  with  those  desirous  of  perpetuating  a  knowledge  of  whatever, 
in  the  past  or  the  present,  might  he  found  trilnitary  to  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  State.  His  connection  with  the  Society,  conseciuently, 
dates  l)ack  to  the  tirst  year  of  its  organization,  and  during  the  twenty- 
six  years  that  have  intervened,  he  was  ever  lound  among  its  most 
faithful,  efficient  an<l  liberal  members,  always  ready  to  contribute  to  its 
advancement  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  In  ISCi  he  was  made  one 
of  the  Vice  Presidents,  and  in  January  last  was  elected  President  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Field. 

"  He  has  gone  from  us  universally  respected  and  esteemed,  while  yet  in 
all  the  vigor  of  life,  and  occupying  an  extensive  field  of  usefulness  ;  ami 
not  only  ourselves,  "but  many  others  associated  with  him  in  other  public 
institutions  and  public  works  calculated  to  advance  the  material  interests 
of  the  State  and  the  jirosperity  of  its  jjeople,  have  to  lament  the  loss  in 
hini  of  the  Christian  gentleman,  the  al)le  counsellor  and  the  generous 
friend:  w  hile  tlie  State  at  large  will  miss  his  infiuence,  Imth  by  ex- 
amj)le  and  precejit,  in  all  things  becoming  the  good  citizen. 

"  S.  H.  Pr.NNrxoTON.  Ch'n  Exec.  Com. 
"  W.  A.   WiiiTF.iiKAD,  Cor.  Secretary. 
Newakk,  Novendter  21,  1871." 

Oreasion  will  l>e  atfonled  during  this  sitting  of  the  Society  for  the 
adopticm  of  such  further  eviilences  of  resjiect  for  our  deeeased  friend  as 
may  be  thought  advisable.'" 

Mn.  WiriTEiiEAi),  from  the  ('nrnmittee  on  Publicatioris,  reported  that. 
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A  favorable  arrangement  had  ])ecn  made  witli  IMessrs.  M.  R.  Dennis  & 
Co.,  of  Newark,  for  the  publication  of  Judge  Elmer's  New  Jersey 
Reminiscences,  and  the  work  would  soon  be  issued  as  the  Seventh 
Volume  of  the  Society's  "  Collections."  It  would  be  a  valuable  and 
highly  interesting  addition  to  the  historical  and  l>iographical  literature 
of  the  State.  By  the  arrangement  made  with  the  publishers  the  volume 
would  Ije  obtainable,  by  members,  as  well  as  others,  only  through  them. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  with  those  of  the 
present  meeting,  would  soon  be  issued,  constituting  the  concluding 
number  of  Volume  12.  "  It  is  believed,"  says  the  report,  "  that  this  is 
the  only  Historical  Society  in  the  Union  whose  proceedings  from  its 
organization  are  preserved  in  print  in  a  permanent  form.  The  minor 
IDapers  and  commimications  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Society,  and  are  given  in  these  volumes  of  'Proceedings, 
are  frequently  as  valuable  as  those  which  our  kindred  associations  print 
in  their  more  imposing  '  Collections.'  " 

The  Committee  had  been  requested  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society 
to  secure  a  Memoir  of  the  late  Judge  Burnet,  of  Texas— a  Jerseyman  by 
birth — to  lie  read  before  the  Society,  but  had  not  yet  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  desired  paper. 

In  conclusion  the  Committee  respectfully  urged  upon  the  members 
generally  the  propriety  of  securing  copies  of  the  Society's  publications 
while  they  may  be  had.  The  first  volume  of  the  "  Collections"  having 
been  out  of  print  for  some  years,  being  now  obtainable  only  at  casual 
sales  of  rare  works,  and  at  a  very  high  price,  and  as  the  editions  of  the 
"  Proceedings"  were  small,  some  of  the  volumes  of  these  were  nearly 
exhausted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  rp]30rted  that  they  had  lieen  encour- 
agevd  in  their  exertions  tn  make  it  more  and  more  attractive  to  the 
public  generally,  as  well  as  to  historical  enquirers.  To  the  latter,  its 
treasures  are  known  and  valued ;  but  the  entire  absence  of  any- 
thing specially  demonstrative  in  regard  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Society, 
"has  rendered  it  less  known  generally,  even  to  the  citizens  of  Newark, 
than  its  size  and  character  should  have  made  it.  It  was  gratifying  con- 
sequently to  find  that  it  it  becoming  more  appreciated  and  more  gen- 
erally recognized  as  the  proper  depository  for  articles  which  are  not 
strictly  illustrative  of  our  history,  but  which,  from  their  rarity  or  in- 
trinsic value,  contribute  to  the  interest  of  the  casual  visitor.  The  Com- 
mittee referred  particularly  to  valuable  donations  received  from  Solomon 
Alofsen,  Esq.,  late  of  Jersey  City. 


MEETINO    IN   TRENTON.  171 

"  No  member  of  the  Society ''  said  tlic  Committeo,  •'  ever  contiih- 
uted  more  liberally  of  his  means  to  advance  the  iutereata  nf  the  institu- 
tion and  the  collections  of  works,  illustrative  (»f  our  recent  civil  war, 
numbering  as  hound  (several,  in  many  instances,  being  bound  together  j 
ai)Out  two  hundred  volumes,  will  be  his  enduring  testimonial  among 
us.  During  the  last  summer,  Mr.  Alofsen  made  a  short  visit  to  this 
country  prior  to  his  taking  up  his  permanent  al>ode  again  in  Holland, 
his  native  land,  and  on  his  departure  added  several  volumes  to  the  col- 
lection of  works  referred  to,  and  enriched  the  library  by  several  other 
evidences  of  his  regard." 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  IIamii.l,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  retiu-ned  to  Solomon  Alofsen, 
Esq.,  for  his  liberal  donations  so  frequently  bestowed,  and  that  he  be  assured 
that  he  carries  with  him  on  returning  to  liis  native  land,  our  cordial  wishes  for 
his  health  and  happiness. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  who  had  been  previously  proposed, 
were  elected  members,  and  new  nominations  received.  The  following 
Standing  Committees  for  the  year  were  appointed  by  the  Chair  : 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  II.  Pen- 
nington, M.D  ,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N.  Tiittle. 

Committee  on  Library— ^hni'm  W.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P. 
Jackson,  Edward  Sealy,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  officers  residing  in 
Newark. 

Committee  on  Finance— ^o'?.e])\i  N.  Tiittlc,  Wm.  li.  Mott,  L.  Spencer 
Goble,  John  C  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  Rev.  Robert  P..  f'nnip 
Held,  David  Naar. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  Norris  llalsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Sam- 
uel Ilamill,  D.D.,  E.  M.  Shreve  and  Arthur  Ward,  ^1.  D. 

The  I'ev.  Dr.  Camplield,  General  Sttyker  and  Mr.  Wni.  L.  Daytnn, 
were  appointed  a  Committeo  to  nominate  officers. 

Colonel  RoBEKT  S.  Swonns  then  read  a  Memoir  nf  the  late  President 
of  the  Society,  Mr.  Jolin  Rutherfurd,  which  commanded  the  earnest 
iittcntion  of  the  Society  for  its  interesting  and  truthful  delineation  of 
his  life  and  character.  On  its  conclusion,  .Aln.  \ViMTKiiE.\n  remarked 
that  after  listening  to  such  a  sketch  of  their  late  friend  and  associate, 
to  the  correctness  of  which  all  who  knew  him  could  testify,  it  seemed 
unnecessary  to  offer  any  resolutions  e.vprcssive  of  the  Society's  regret  at 
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his  loss,  he  would  therefore  move  that  the  memoir  just  read  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publications  for  insertion  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings as  indicative  of  the  Society's  appreciation  of  his  worth.  This 
motion,  after  some  remarks  by  Rev.  Dr.  Carapfield,  one  of  Mr.  Ruther- 
furd's  class-mates,  and  Gov.  Parker,  was  adopted.* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  submitted  the  follow- 
ing list  : 

OFPTOEKS   FOR    1872. 

President — Rayaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  of  Bound  Brook. 

Vice  Presidents— 1st,  Henry  W.  Green,  LL.D.,  of  Trenton  ;  2d, 
Samuei,  M.  Hamill,  D.D.,  of  Lawreneeville  ;  3rd,  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  of 
Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  of  Newark. 

liecording  Secretary — David  A.  Hayes,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — Samuel  H.  Congar,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  ]\I.D.,  of  Newark  ;  N. 
Norris  Halsted,  of  Kearney  ;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  of  Trenton ;  John 
Clement,  of  Haddonfield  ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton  ;  Peter  S. 
Duryoe,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of  Yardville ;  Theodore  F. 
Randolph,  of  Morristown ;  Hugh  H.  Bowne,  of  Rahway. 

These  officers  wl-ii-  on  motion  unanimously  elected,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Rodgers,  took  the  cliair  as  President,  thanking  the  members  for  the 
honor  conferred,  pledging  his  cordial  co-operation  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society,  with  which  he  had  been  associated  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  and  on  reassembling  at  3 
P.M.,  the  loom  proving  too  small  for  the  assemblage,  the  hall  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  adjoining,  was  thrown  open  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Coleman,  in  behalf  oi  Mr.  John  A.  Wright,  the  telegraph 
operator  at  Trenton  in  1858,  presented  the  first  dispatch  received  by  the 
Atlantic  cable  on  the  IGth  of  August  of  that  year,  having  been  i>re- 
served  by  him  on  silk  as  recorded  by  a  House  instrument  at  Trenton. 

Communications  were  read  from  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  and  Miss  Sarah 
Smith   Stafford,   of  Trenton,    relative   to   the   origin  of  the  stars   and 

*Tlie  Memoir  ■will  be   found  on  subsequent  pages. 
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stripes  of  our  National  Hag  ;  and  to  the  ilag  borne  l»y  John  Paul  Jones 
on  board  of  "  Lc  Bon  Ilommc  Kiehard"  in  his  engagement  with  the 
Serapis,  wliieb  has  been  preserved  in  ]Miss  Staflbrd's  family. 

Col.  Swouds,  then  called  up  the  alteration  in  Artiele  VII  of  the 
Constitution,  proposed  by  him  at  the  last  meeting,  making  the  fee  for 
imiiiiiion  jirc  doUtirs,  instead  of  "three  dollars,"  and  life  membership 
tircnttjjitc  dollars,  instead  of  "  twenty  dollars,"  and  movetl  its  adop- 
tion. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  W.  S.  Jolinson  and  C.  C.  Haven, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Haraill,  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  unabated  interest  for  nearly  an  houi, 
to  a  paper  read  by  the  Hon.  John  T.  Nixon,  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  on  ''The  circumstances  attending  the  election  of 
AVilliam  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  as  Si)eaker  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  ( 'on 
gress."'  This  exposition  of  a  most  interesting  and  important  event  in 
the  annals  of  Congress,  by  one  conversant  with  all  the  circumstances, 
was  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  it. 

On  motion  of  Key.  Du.  Hamill,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
returned  to  Judge  Nixon  for  his  valuable,  interesting  and  instructive 
paper,  and  a  copy  solicited  for  publication  in  the  proceedings — with 
which  reipiest  Judge  Nixon  has  complied. 

After  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade  for  their 
hospitality,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  May  next. 
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%mkui  '^irnUxs  ^Mt"^, 

JANUARY    18,  1872. 

Frederick  Adams,  Neicarh. 
Leonard  L.  F.  Appleby,  SiMUicood. 
Charles  C.  Bolles,  Newark. 
Halsted  C.  Burnet,  Newarlc. 
James  B.  Burnet,  M.D.,  Newark. 
EdAvard  N.  Crane,   Newark. 
Jonatlian   T.  Crane,  D.D.,  Neicark. 
Frederick  A.  Demott,  Morristoion. 
Wm.  Foster  Dodge,  Newark. 
H.  W.  H.  Fitz  Gerald,  Elkaleth. 
James  R.  Gilmore,  Newark. 
George  W.  Hubbell,  Newark. 
Rev.  Frank  A.  Johnson,  Lodi. 
Isaac  Kilburn,  Newark. 
Samuel  Klotz,  Newark. 
William  B.  Lefevre,  Tlurdtown. 
James  C.  Ludlow,  Newark. 
Samuel  Meeker,  Newark. 
J.  G.  Pierson,  Paterson. 
John  B.  J.  Robison,  Newark. 
Anson  G.  P.  Segur,  Dover. 
Daniel  O.  Scott,  Newark. 
Rev.  John  Ward,  Bloomfield. 
John  P.  Wakeman,  Newark. 
Adolphus  P.  Young,  Newark. 

FOR    HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Teunis  G.  Bergen,  Bay  liidgc,  Kings  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  D.D.,   Geneva,  N  Y. 


DOXATIOKS.  17. ■> 


ionations. 

ANNOUNCED  JANUAHY  1^.   1872. 

From    the    MassachnscLts    Historical    SocUlt/ — Massacliusctls    Historical 
Collections,  Vols.  IX  and  X,  fourth  series,  Vol.  I,  fifth  scric.-:. 

Fro)ii  the  (jcorgiti  Historical  Society — Constitution,  By-Laws,    ami    List 
of  Members  of  the  Society,  1871. 

Wilde's  tSuuuncr  Rose,  or  tlie  Lament  of  the  Captive.  Au  account 
of  the  origin,  mystery,  and  explanation  of  Hon.  H.  B.  Wilde's 
Plagiarism  ;  by  Anthony  Barclay,  Es<|.  Published  by  the  Georgia 
Historical  Society. 

From  the  American  PhUosophicol  <Sycic/y— Proceedings   of  the   Society, 

Vol.  Xn,  No,  86,  Jan.  to  July,  1871. 
From  the  New  England  Uidoric  and    Genealogical  Society— Rcghtcv  anrl 

Antiquarian  Journal,  Vol.  XXV,  Nos.  3  and  4,  Vol.  XXVI,  No.  I. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XI,  part  1 1. 

FVom  the  Smithsonian  Institution — Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Know- 
ledge, Vol.  XVII. 

From  the    Chicago    Historical  Socicfi/ —Chavti:r,    Constitution,   and    By 
Laws  of  the  Society,  with  Amendments. 

First  S2)eeial  Rej)ort  of  the  Chicago  Relief  and  Aid  Society. 
13lh  Annual  Report  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago,  ]b70. 
15th  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  (Juardiar.s  of  the  Chicago  Re- 
form-School. 

From  the  New  England  Society  of  Orange — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
the  Society. 

From  the  U.  S.  Quarter- Master  General — The  Roll  of  Honor,  Vol.  XXVI. 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — Commissioners'   Isl    .Vniiual    Report  ol' 
the  Board  of  Public  Charities  of  the  State,  1870. 

From  the  State  of  New   }y;-/;— oHrd  Annual    Report   of  Trustees   of  tlic 
State  Library. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  Oct.,  1871. 

From  the  Historical  Society  of  Delaware ~Q\iia\o^\w   of  the  Society  with 
its  History,  Constitution  and  By-LawJ,  and  List  of  Mcinbcis. 
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From  the  several  Authors — An  Historical  Survey  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Caldwell,  N.  J.     By  Rev.  C.  T.  Berry,  1871. 

Bibliography  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  By  Samuel 
A.  Green,  M.D. 

7oth  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  the  By-Laws,  Act  of 
IncoriJoration,  &c.     By  Samuel  A.  Green,  Superintendent. 

The  Story  of  a  Famous  Book.  An  account  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin's  Autobiography.     By  S.  A.  Green,  M.  D, 

The  Pennington  Family.  By  Capt.  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  2(1  xirty. 
U.  S.  xirmy.  Brevet  Col.  U.  S.  Army,  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U,  S.  Volun- 
teers.    Genealogical. 

Report  in  relation  to  the  Claims  of  the  Heirs  at  Law  of  Samuel 
Collins,  deceased,  of  Gloucester  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  any  unsettled  Estate  in 
England,  &c. 

Myles  Standish,  with  an  account  of  the  Exercises  of  Consecration 
of  the  Monument  Ground  on  Captain's  Hill,  Duxbury,  Aug.  17th, 
1871.  Prepared  by  Stephen  M.  Allen,  Cor,  Sec.  of  the  Menujrial 
Association. 

From  Rev.  Joiia  F.  Stearns,  D.D. — The  New  York  Daily  Times  fioni 
1851  to  1865  inclusive,  to  the  end  of  the  War. 

From  Robert  Clarhe—I'xonaev  Biography.  •  Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  some 
of  the  Early  Settlers  of  Butler  Co.,  Ohio.  By  James  McBridc. 
Vol.  2. 

Ohio  Valley  Historical  Series  Miscellanies.  1.  A  Tour  in  the 
Kentucky  and  Indiana  Territory  in  1805.  By  Josiah  Espy.  3.  Two 
Western  Campaigns  in  the  War  of  1812.  By  Samuel  Williams.  3 
The  Leatherwood  God.     By  R.  II.  Taneyhill. 

Gen.  James  A.  Garfield's  Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of 
George  H.  Thomas,  delivered  before  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Nov.  23d,  1870  ;  at  •IthRc-union.     By  Palmer's  Oration. 

Tne  Social  Problem.  Seest  Hkju  this  Woman  ?  A  Discourse  by 
Rev.  A.  E.  Taylor. 

The  Black  Arts  in  Medicine.     By  John  D.  Jackson,  M.D. 

The  Great  Pyramid  of  Gizeh.  The  Plan  and  object  of  its  Con- 
struction. 

The  Rights  of  Property  of  Married  Women  under  the  Laws  of 
Kentucky.     By  H.  Marshall  Bedford. 

Chloroform  Deaths.     Twelve  Unpublished   Cases.     Comparison  be- 
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tween  Chlorofonn  and  other   Anosthetics.     Means  of  Resuscitation. 
By  W.  W.  Dawson,  Surgeon  to  Cincinnati  Hospital. 

The  German  University  and  the  Anicrican  College.  An  Essay  l)y 
Charles  Phelps  Tal"t. 

Kansas,  her  Rc-^ources  and  Developments,  or  the  Kansa-s  Pilot  - 
giving  a  direct  road  to  Homes  lor  Every  Body.  By  Wayne  Griswold, 
M.D,,  1871. 

History  ol"  the  Exposition  of  Textile  Falirics  held  in  Cindnnati 
Aug.,  18G9.     By  Sidney  D.  Maxwell. 

Proceedings  of  the  Lexington  R.  Road  Convention,  and  speech  of 
Hon.  John  C.  Breckenridge,  Oct.  10,  1870. 

The  Bible  in  Schools.     Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  Dec.  term,  1870. 

Ohio  Southern  Boundary  Line      The  Treasurer   of  Hamilton   Co, 
vs.  The  Covington  and  Cincinnati  Bridge  Co. 
From  George  Pm?w— The  Scottish  Register ;  or  General  View  of  History, 
Politics,  and  Literature  for  April,  May  and  June,   1794,    with    ^liscel- 
laneous  Pajjers. 

The  New  Annual  Register,  or  General  Repository  of  History, 
Politics,  and  Literature  for  1782,  1792,  and  1793. 

The  Gentleman's,  The  London,  and  the  Universal  Magazine,  ^lis- 
cellaneous  numbers,  1732-40. 

The  Gentleman's  Magazine  and  Historical  Chronicle,  Vol.  XXH  for 
1752,  and  Vol.  LVH  for  1792. 

The  European  Magazine  and  London  Review,  Vol.  29  and  ."^0,  lor 
179G,  and  3:^  and  34  for  1798. 

The  Lady's  Jliscellany,  or  the  Weekly  Visitor,  Vol  13  and  11. 

Gliddon's  Ancient  Egypt,  The  Bible  in  Spain,  and  Dickens  Ameri- 
can Notes,  in  the  New  World  Extra. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  from  :March  20.  1817,  to  April  •"!(), 
181S,  2  Vols.,  bound. 

From  A.  Reiusen  T'/ionipson—lVisUn-y  of  the  First  Congress  of  tlu'  rnitcd 
States,  1789-93. 

Potter's  Grecian  Antif|uities.     2  Vols. 

The  Churchman's  Calendar,  18G8. 

^[ohan  Lai's  Life  of  Dost  Mohamed  Kahn.     2  Vols. 

Ferguson's  History  of  the  Roman  Republic. 

The  Fundamental  Words  of  the  CJreek  Language.     By  F.  Valpy. 

Eirerarcha,  or  of  the  oflices  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Washington's  Farewell  Address.     Edition  1813. 
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Constitutions  of  the  Several  States  of  the  Union,  before  the  Re- 
liellion. 

Code  of  Procedure  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  amended  July 
10th,  1851. 

Knight's  Cyclopaedia  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations.     1851. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1851-1857, 
1860,  '62,  '64,  and  '66.     Eleven  vols. 

Aristotle's  Ethics  and  Politics.     2  vols. 
From  Daniel  O.  Scott — The  General  History  of  the  Turks,  together  with 
the  Lives  and  Conquests  of  the  Ottoman  Kings  and   Emperors.     By 
Richard  Knolles.     London  1868.     5th  Edition. 

A  Collection  of  Almanacs,  1694  to  1817,  1821  to  1823. 

Six  Maps.  Connecticut,  the  Middle  States,.New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Kentucky. 

A  Tribute  to  the  Swinish  Multitude,  a  choice  collection  of  Patriotic 
Songs.     Collected  by  R.  Thomson,  1795. 

The  Whole  Truth,  or  The  Essex  Junto  Exposed.  A  political 
pamphlet  of  1808.     By  Hancock. 

IndeiJendence  Sermon,  July  4th,  1814.     By  Daniel  A.  Clark. 

The  Englishman's  Right.  A  Dialogue  on  the  Antiquity,  the  Ex- 
cellence, the  Office  and  Just  Privileges  of  Juries.  By  Sir  John 
Hawes,  Kt.,  London,  1771. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Suppression,  by  Col.  Burr,  of  the  History  of 
the  Administration  of  John  Adams.  By  John  Wood.  To  which  is 
added  a  Biography  of  Tho.  Jefferson,  and  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  with 
strictures  on  the  conduct  of  John  Adams,  and  on  the  character  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Pinckney,  extracted  from  the  supj^ressed  History.  By  a 
Citizen  of  New  York,  1802. 

An  Impartial  History  of  the  Present  War  in  America  ;  containing 
an  Account  of  its  Rise  and  Progress,  the  Political  Springs  thereof, 
with  its  various  Successes  and  Disapijointraents  on  Both  Sides.  By 
Rev.  Jahies  Murray,  of  Newcastle.     3  vols  in  2. 

From  Jieo.  J.  P.  Tuttle,  D.I). — Life  and  Character  of  Rev.  D.  Howe 
Allen,  D.D.     A  Memorial  Sermon  by  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  D,D. 

Inaugural  Discourses  of  Prof.  MorrisJ|and  Nelson,  on  32nd  Anni- 
versary of  Lane  Theological  Seminary,  with  a  l)rief  Sketch  of  the 
Institution. 

Historical  Sketch  relating  to  the  Original  Boundaries  and  Early 
Times  of  Franklin  County,  by  Jos.  Sullivant,  Esq.,  1871. 


DONATIONS.  no 

Histuricul  Outlines   of  the   Presbyterian   Clnuth   of  Missouri     IJy 
Rev.  Timothy  Hill,  1871. 

From  Win.  Foster  JJixhjc — South  Carolina  Executive  Documents.  No.  1, 
Correspondence  with  the  Collector.  No.  2,  Correspondence  and 
other  Papers  relating  to  Fort  Sumter  ;  including  correspondence  of 
Isaac  W.  Ilayne  with  the  President.  No.  3,  The  Governors  Message 
and  Correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  from  Virginia. 

From  Will.  R.  Jdiictcny,  Junr. — The  History  of  the  First  New  Jersey 
Cavalry  (16th  Reg.  New  Jersey  vols.)     By  Henry  R.  Payne,  Chaplain. 

From  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer — Report  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Statistics 
of  Labor.     Massachusetts,  1870-1871.     2  vols. 

From  Dr.  Smnucl  A.  Green — The  Civil  Record  ol  Maj.  tieii.  WiuHeld 
S.  Hancock  during  his  administration  in  Louisiana  and  Texas^. 

o6tli  Annual  Report  of  the  Industrial  Aid  Society  for  the  prevention 
of  Pauperism.     Boston,  Established  18o5,  Incorp.  1871. 
Catalogue  of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton,  Mass..  1871. 
From  John  C.  Suffcra — A  Roster  of  General.  Field,    and  Line    Officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

From  Hon.  R.  C.  McVormlcTc — Resources  of  Arizona  Territory  with  a 
description  of  the  Indian  Tribes  ;  Ancient  Ruins,  Chief  Cochire, 
Chief  Antonio,  Stage  and  Wagon  Roads,  Trade  and  Commerce,  1871. 
From  Col.  R.  S.  SioorJs — The  Resources  of  Missouri  and  the  natural 
Adai)tation  of  Saint  Louis  to  Iron  Mtmufactures.  By  Sylvester 
Waterhouse. 

Saint  Louis  the  Fiitme  Great  City  of  the  Workl.     By  L.  U.  luavi- 
Third  Edition. 

16th   Annual   Rejiort    ol   the    Board    uf  Directors  of  tln'  St    Lnm,- 
Public  Schools,  1870. 

Report  of  the   Nev>  ark    .Joint   Committee    of  the    C  hicago    Relief 
Fund,  in  aid  of  tlic  Sufi'ercis  in  tiie  City  of  Chicago. 

From  the  Librnrian  nj'  Yale — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Studeiito  in 
Yale  College,  with  a  statement  of  tiie  course  of  Instruction    in    the 
various  Departments,   1871-72. 
From  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq. — The  Rebellion  Rcconl.     Edited  by  Frank 
Moore.     Tenth  an«l  Eleventh  Vol.s. 

The  Jersey  City  Times  from    Sept.  Mill.    ISGl    to    Aug.  17th,  18(17. 
Vols.  1,  2,  and  3. 

A  Pair  of  Globes.     Celestial  and  Terrestrial.     Published  uuiler  tlic 
4 
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Sujjerintendence  of  the   Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful   Know- 
ledge, 1850. 

Three  Busts.     Wm.  Shakspeare,  AValter  Scott,  Beujamin  Franklin. 

A  Halbert  used  in  the  War  foi'  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States^  By  Col.  George  Hawes,  of  Wren  than),  Mass. 
From  J.  IL  Lamleli — Proceedings  of  the  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry,  as  to 
the  Collision  between  the  Oneida  and  Bombay,  held  at  her  B.  M.'s 
Consulate,  Yokohama,  Japan.  Official.  Printed  at  the  Jap.  Gazette 
Office,  1870. 

Blunt's  American  Coast  Pilot.  17th  Edition.  A  Spear  from  Mad- 
agascar, and  Bowie  Knife  from  Fort  Donelson. 
From  2'homas  Steicartson—J^  jMortgage  for  $350,  Feb.  2,  1768.  Samuel 
Kimble  to  Edward  Cathrall,  with  autographs  of  Samuel  Allinson, 
Samuel  Shaw,  and  Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  Burlington  County. 
From  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer — Report  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Statistics 
of  Labor.     Massachusetts,  1870  1871.     2  vols. 

From  Joel  Munsell — '21st  and  22d  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Albany  Penitentiary  with  accompanying  Documents. 

Manual  of  the  Albany  Institute  with  Papers  read  before  the  Institute 
on  "  The  Velocity  of  the  Electric  Current  over  Telegraph  Wire,"  and 
'•  Remarks  on  the  Galvanic  Battery."  By  G.  W.  Housh,  A.M.,  Di- 
rector of  the  Dudley  Observatory  ;  also  Dr.  G.  T.  Stevens,  on  "  Life 
as  a  Physical  Phenomenon." 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Dudley  Observatory  on  "  The  Total 
Eclipse,  August  7th,  1860. 

A  Plea  for  the  Endowment  of  St.  Stephen's  College,  Amandalc.  By 
Robert  B.  Faiibarn,  D.D.,  with  the  9tli  Annual  Catalogue,  1870-71. 

Minutes  of  the  3d  and  4th  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York  State.     Oct.,  1869-70. 

Secular  View  of  Religion  in  the  State  and  the  Bible  in  the  Public 
Schools.  By  E.  P.  Hurlbut,  formerly  a  Judge  of  Sup.  Court  of  New- 
York. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Normal  School,  51st  term,  ending 
Jan.  26th,  1870. 

Minutes  of  the  74th  Anniversary  of  the  Renssclaerville  Association, 
Sept.  1870. 

An  Account  of  Annekc  Jansc,  and  her  Family,  also  tlie  Will  of 
Anneke  Janse  in  Dutch  and  English. 
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From  Daniel  E.  Jlerrey — The  Story  of  Alsncc  ami  Lorraiiu'.     How  tlicy 

were  lost  to  Gernmuy. 

A  Lecture  on  tlie  Principles  of  Money,     liy  John  Wills, 

A    Piece  of   the    Vendome  Column,  Paris.     Collection  of   Coins, 

Autographs  and  Autograph  Letters. 

From  Dr.  G.  X.  Searimj — New  York  Water  Works  Note  f<-r  Two 
Shillings  current  money  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  payaljle  on 
demand  l)y  the  Mayor,  Aklerniaii  and  ('(^nimoualty  of  the  City. 
Dated  25th  Aug.,  1774. 

From  Elihu  Mockrulge — An  Ancient  Leather  Wallett,  Stamped  Joshua 
Boutin,  Boston,  1743. 

From  William  B.  Mott — A  Photograph  of  the  Old  Hanking  House  of 
the  State  Bank  at  Newark.     Established  1812. 

From  the  PuUishers — The  Historical  l\[agazine  Extra.  Vindication  of 
vol.  1  of  the  Collections  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society,  from  the 
attacks  of  the  N.  Y.  Historical  Magazine,  by  Hon.  Hiland  Hall ;  with 
illustrative  Notes  and  a  letter  from  H.  B.  Dawson,  in  response  to  Gov. 
Hall. 

The  Weekly  State  Gazette.     Trenton,  N.  J. 

The  Golden  Age.     City  of  New  York. 

The  Warwick^ Adventurer.     Orange  Count v.  New  York. 

The  New  Jersey  Courier.     Tom's  River. 

From  Wm.  Nelson  Clarl- — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Passaic  and  the  Tvcpurt  of  the  County  Col- 
lector for  1870. 

From  Henry  \V.  Daryee — Memorial  of  Sedan.  A  piece  of  tin-  Rreail 
used  during  the  siege  ,  preserved  under  glass. 
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^tUctions  from  Comspontience  anb  papers. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY  18,  187'3. 


LETTER  FROM  A.  D.  SCHENCK,   UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cai,.,  Nov.  4tli,  1871. 

Samuel  H.  Congar,  Esq. 

Dear  Sik  : — In  looking  through  some  ohi  papers  of  my  Grandfather 
Du  Boi?,  I  have  found  some  notes  al)o>it  the  "  New  Jersey  Church  of 
Oliio,"  intended  for  Mr.  William  A.  AVhiteheifd,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  written  in  1848,*  to- 
gether with  many  notes  from  my  Grandmother  for  the  then  (18G3,) 
pastor,  who  was  preparing  a  history  of  the  Churcli  :  she  lieing  one  of 
the  oldest  living  members  at  the  time  and  possessed  of  a  remarkal>le 
memory. 

As  these  things  may  he  of  interest  to  you,  I  send  them  on. 
Remaining  very  respeetfully, 

A.  D.  SCHENCK,  U.  S.  A. 


FHE  XEW  JERSEY  CHUIICH  UK  WAIUtEN  COUNTY,  UHlU. 

liecetced  front  A.   D.   Schenck,  U.  S.  A. 


This  fhurcli  owes  its  parentage  to  several  churches  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  whence  its  original  mcml)ers  all  came.  Ilenre  the  name 
of  New  Jersey  Congregation,  or  New  Jersey  Churrh,  which  was  pro 
posed  by  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois,  and  accepted.  About  the  year  1800, 
Arthur  Vanderveer,  of  Freehold,  N.  J.,  came  to  the  Miami  Valley  with 
two  others,  Wm.  F.  Bnckalow  and  Wm.  Francis,  on  a  tour  of  observa 
tion,  with  a  view  to  speculate  in  public  lands.  Having  entered  a 
large  tract  of  hind  in  this  valley,  west  of  Franklin,  he  returned  to  New 

*aee  Proceedings,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  1^3  for  what ^was  received  then  liom  Dr.  HuBoi  . 
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Jersey  after  his  family,  and  whilst  there,  it  is  supposed,  induced  his 
cousin  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  (who  was  a  member  of  the  Old  Dutch 
Presbyterian  Church,  near  Freeliokl)  to  come  out  and  look  at  the 
country,  with  a  view  to  settlement.  And  accordingly,  in  the  spring  of 
1805  he,  with  two  others,  Daniel  DuBois  and  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois 
(sons  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  DuBois  for  63  years  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Freehold)  came  out  to  Ohio. 

Through  the  represention  and  influence  of  these  persons,  many  of 
their  relatives  and  friends  in  New  Jersey  were  within  a  few  years  in- 
duced to  settle  near  them.  Quite  a  company  of  Jerseymen  arriving  in 
June  1813,  after  a  journey  of  four  weeks,  most  of  them  settling  in  the 
"  Jersey  Settlement,"  but  many  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
in  and  near  Franklin,  among  the  former  were  the  families  of  Hendrick 
Lane,  George  Lane,  Wm.  Schenck,  Sidney  Denise,  John  Denise,  John 
McKean,  Aukcy  WikolT,  Joseph  Vannote,  Peter  Post,  anel  others,  most 
of  whom  came  from  Presbyterian  Churches  in  New  Jersey,  among  these 
the  Old  Dutch  Church  of  Freehold,  the  Bound  Brook  Church,  the 
Raritan  Church,  the  Sourland  and  Old  Tennent  Churches. 

On  the  14th  August,  1813,  most  of  these  settlers  were  assembled  at 
the  house  of  Wm.  P.  Barkalow,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  nearly 
opposite  Franklin,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  church  ;  and  trans- 
acted the  following  business  : 

1st.  They  resolved  to  form  themselves  into  a  congregation  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Arthur  Vanderveer. 

2d.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  B.  DuBois  it  was  resolved  that  this 
congregation  be  known  as  the  New  Jersey  Church,  in  honor  of  the 
State  from  which  they  all  came,  and  should  be  under  the  care  and  di- 
rection of  the  Presbyterian  Church  within  the  bounds  of  Miami 
Presbytery. 

3d.  That  they  apply  to  said  Presbytery,  at  the  next  October  meeting, 
for  one  half  of  the  ministerial  services  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Monfort. 

4th.  That  Hendrick  Lane  and  Mr.  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  he  appointed 
to  rejjresent  the  congregation  before  the  Presbytery  and  prefer  their 
petition. 

5th.  That  a  call  be  made  out  for  Mr.  Monfort,  and  he  presented  at 
the  next  spring  meeting  of  Presbytery. 

6th.  That  Mr.  Daniel  DuBois  and  Jonas  Bowman  be  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Hayden  to  attend  the  congregational  meeting,  and  preside  in 
moderating  a  call. 
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7th.  In  consideration  of  the  pastoral  labors  ol"  Mr.  Monforl,  they 
promise  to  raise  him  $loO,  in  half  yearly  i)ayments.  and 

Sth.  Proceeded  to  raise  that  sum  l)y  subscription,  headed  i>y  Hendrick 
Lane,  followed  by  George  Lane,  Tuuis  1).  Yandervecr,  Daniel  DiiBois, 
Dr.  B.  DuBois  and  others. 

The  commissioners  presented  their  call  un  the  Gth  of  October,  1813, 
w  liicli  was  granted,  for  one  year.  But  besides  preaching,  they  must 
have  ordinances  ;  and  in  consideration,  as  the  record  shows,  "  of  their 
destitute  situation  with  respect  to  gospel  ordinances"  they  resolve  "  to 
present  a  call  for  ]Mr.  ^lonfort  at  the  next  s|)riiig  meeting  of  Miami 
Presbytery,"  and  therefore  the  committee  appointed  to  this  duty  waited 
on  Mr.  Hayden  to  secure  his  attendance  on  the  election  of  elders,  and 
to  moderate  a  call.  Accordingly,  on  the  I'd  of  April,  1814,  he  was 
present  in  tbc  Jersey  Congregation,  at  the  House  of  Tunis  D.  Vander- 
vecr,  when  the  congregation  made  choice  of  3Iessrs.  Vanderveer  and 
Zebulon  Baird  as  ruling  elders.  The  next  day,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hen- 
drick Lane.  Mr.  Baird  was  ordained  to  the  otiice  of  ruling  elder,  Mr. 
Vanderveer  being  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

The  ne.xt  day,  4th  of  April,  the  congregation  again  mcL  at  Mr.  Van- 
dcrveer's,  and  a  call  w  as  prepapared  for  ]\Ir.  Monfort,  moderated  by  Mr. 
Ilayden,  and  accepted  by  unanimous  vote;  Messrs.  Vanderveer  and 
Baird  being  appointed  to  sign  the  call.  And  Tuesday,  oth  April,  Mr. 
Hayden,  who  had  attended  these  meetings,  appeared  in  the  Presijytcry  at 
Cincinnati,  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  Zebulon  Baird,  the  tirst  lay 
representative  from  this  church,  being  present  in  Presbytery,  also  took 
his  scat. 

June  14tli,  1814,  the  Rev.  Presbytery  of  Miami  met  according  to  pre- 
vious aj)pointment,  and  ordained  Mr.  Monfort  and  installed  him  pastor 
of  the  congregation  of  New  Jersey.  And  from  the  Prcsbyterial  records, 
we  learn  that  "  agreeable  to  appointment,  the  Presbytery  met  in  the 
New  Jersey  congregation,  at  the  house  of  Henilrick  Lane,  and  was 
opened  with  a  discourse  from  2  Tim.,  1,  !>,  by  Mr.  Francis  Monforl.  a 
prol)ationer  for  the  gospel  ministry,"  which  was  sustained  a>  part  of  the 
trial. 

After  the  completion  of  the  examination.  "  Presbytery  then  attended 
to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  F.  Monfort.  Sermon  preached  l")y  Rev.  Daniel 
Hayden.  from  Jer.  HL.  15.  Mr.  Francis  Monfort  was  tlicn  solemnly 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry,  the  Rev.  James  Welsh  presiding  and 
giving  the  charge,'' after  which  Mr.  Monfort  wav  inviti-d  t.t  take  his 
scat  as  a  member  of  Presbytery. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  church  had  no  memberships,  save  as  the  resolu- 
tions entered  into  on  the  proceeding  14th  of  August  constituted  a  mem- 
bership. The  elders  elected  had  been  elected  elders  of  the  congregation  ; 
the  pastor  called  had  been  called  pastor  of  the  congregation  :  and  thus 
presented  the  anomaly  of  a  pastorate  and  an  eldership  without  a  formal 
membershii>.  Not  until  the  31st  of  July  had  the  church  actual  mem- 
bership, beyond  the  jmstor  and  elders ;  save  as  the  true  peojjle  of  God 
became  the  membership  from  the  beginning,  immediately  upon  resolving 
themselves  into  a  congregation.  ''  On  the  od  of  July,  1814,  Tunis  D. 
Vanderveer  was  ordained  ruling  elder  in  the  New  Jersey  Congregation 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Monfort."  The  first  received  members  were  Mrs. 
Jennet  Street,  Abraham  Street,  and  Sarah  their  daughter,  July  31st, 
1814  ;  the  first  by  certificate,  the  other  two,  probably,  by  examination. 
Also  the  wives  of  the  two  elders,  Mrs.  Rachael  Baird  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Vanderveer,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  DuBois. 

September  8th,  1814,  being  "  fast  day  appointed  by  Government,^' 
and  also  observed  "  as  a  sacramental  fast  by  the  congregation,"  the 
session  met  previous  to  service  and  received,  by  certificate,  the  following 
persons  :  George  Lane,  Eleanor  Lane,  Hendrick  Lane,  Catherine  Lane, 
Margaret  Lane,  and  Cornelia  Yen  Eyck.  On  examination  :  Gilbert  Lane, 
Aukey  WikoflF,  Anna  Sutton,  Maria  Lane,  and  John  McKean  ;  and  the 
day  after  were  added  by  certificate  :  Peter  Post  and  Sarah  Post  ;  and 
on  examination:  Mary  Wikofi"and  Mary  Denise.  Sep.  11th,  1814,  these 
twenty-two  met  for  the  first  time  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  at  the 
house  (or  rather  barn,  the  houses  ot"  those  days  Ijeing  too  small)  of  Hen- 
drick Lane.  On  the  28th  of  the  same  month  a  request  was  made  for  an 
additional  fourth  of  Mr.  Monfort's  time,  which  was  granted,  the  re- 
maining fourth  being  appointed  to  l)c  spent  at  New  Lexington.  Ere 
this  year  expired,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  Session.  Michael 
Vantuyl,  who  had  just  been  received  as  an  elder  from  the  Bound  Biook 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  together  with  George  Lane  and  Hendrick  Lane, 
were  elected  30th  December,  members  of  the  session. 

All  that  is  known  of  the  church  for  the  next  six  months  is  that  they 
met  together  frequently,  at  the  houses  or  barns  of  the  mcmljcrs.  The 
most  frequented  place  being  the  Ixun  of  Hendrick  Lane,  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Steveson's  Mill,  and  where  Mr.  Talmage  lives. 

Only  two  more  members  were  received  up  to  the  time  of  the  second 
communion,  18th  June,  1815.  Mrs.  Jane  Vanderveer,  and  Mrs.  Sophia 
Vantuyl.  Shortly  after  that  time,  the  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Sophia  Mon- 
fort, was  added  by  certificate. 
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Abiiut  this  time,  tlic  spriuy  oi"  181."),  tlic  erection  of  ;i  church  was 
bexjiin,  but  very  little  is  known  as  to  this  work,  iis  not  a  single  entry  lias 
been  tuade  resi^ccting  the  matter,  and  accurate  facts  have  passed  iVoni 
the  memory  of  the  living. 

Three  sites  were  under  contemplatiun  :  one  on  Win.  P.  Barkalow's 
farm,  opposite  Friinklin,  another  on  the  farm  of  llendrick  Lane,  and 
the  present  site,  consistimi  of  two  acres  of  land  donated  l)y  Daniel 
I)uBt)is.  The  building  was  modeled  after  the  celel>rated  Old  Tcunent 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  and  became  known  lar  and  near  as  the  finest 
Iiuilding  in  the  country.  The  cost  was  not  considered,  Ijut  each  one 
did  his  share.  Mr.  DuBois  furnisliing  the  site,  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer 
the  frame  work,  George  Lane  the  weather-boarding,  lleudriek  Lane  the 
floor.  Michael  Vantuyl  sawed  the  materials,  John  McKean  l)uilt  (he 
puli)it,  Ur.  DuBois  looked  after  the  glazier,  and  each  man  furnished  a 
bench  as  best  he  could,  and  afterward  the  seats  pro])er,  thus  continuing 
the  good  work  until  some  time  in  181(5,  when  they  began  to  hold  service 
in  it. 

Meanwhile  they  had  held  two  communions,  at  the  second  of  which 
they  received  four  additional  members,  and  Sep.  19th,  1815,  had  asked 
for  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Monfort's  time,  which  was  granted.  At  the 
communion  of  22d  of  Sep.,  181G,  four  additions  were  made. 

During  the  following  year  seven  others  were  admitted  to  memliersliip, 
among  whom  were  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois  and  Williamspy  his  wife,  (a 
daughter  of  Peter  Van  Dorn  and  Jane  AVilliamson  his  wife,  of  Freehold. 
N.  J.)  During  this  fall  and  winter  worship  could  only  be  held  part  of 
the  lime,  as  no  arrangement  had  been  made  for  heating  the  church,  and 
resort  had  to  be  made  to  their  houses,  or  Mr.  Lane's  barn.  When  the  latter 
was  used,  heaps  of  charcoal  were  laid  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  but  which 
soon  "  smoked  the  worshipers  out."'  At  communion  'iSth  Sept.,  1817, 
were  received  Wm.  D.  Crai^  and  Catlierine  Shepherd,  .lanuary  2 1st. 
1818,  the  church  sustained  the  first  loss  of  eldershij),  wlien  George  Lane 
suddenly  died  at  the  age  of  62.  In  ]\Iay  two  additions  were  made,  and 
it  was  found  (.leslrable  to  increase  the  Session.  Accordingly,  John 
Mclvean,  Peter  Conover  (a  brother-in-law  of  Daniel  and  B.  DuBois)  antl 
Aukey  Wikoff  were  elected,  and  ordained  13th  Sept.  Mr.  Monfort■^ 
piUitorate  continued  until  4th  April,  1821.  Sept.  I'lth,  1820,  JVter 
Conover  died  aged  51  years. 

On  10th  Feb.,  1822,  the  Rev,  John  Koss  preached  for  the  tirst  time,  his 
call  being  moderated  on  the  1st  of  April,  by  Rev.  Wm.  Gray,  and 
probably  presented  soon  after;  but  Mr.  Ross  was  not  installed  until  Nov. 
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19ta,  1833,  his  pastorate  terminatiug  Oct.  0th,  1824,  when  for  three 
years  the  congregation  was  without  a  regular  pastor.  Oct.,  1836,  Rev. 
Adrian  Aten  was  appointed  to  supply  the  New  Jersey  Congregation  one 
third  of  his  time,  the  Franklin  Congregation  one  third,  and  the  other 
third  being  at  his  discretion,  which  arrangement  was  continued  for  one 
year.  ITth  August,  1837,  John  McKean  died,  aged  59  years.  About 
this  time  the  Sabbath- School  was  establislied. 

Until  1830  the  church  had  been  under  the  Miami  Presbytery,  now 
however,  it  was,  by  act  of  the  Synod  transfered  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Oxford  Presbytery. 

On  30th  April,  1831,  Daniel  DuBois  and  Samuel  Maxwell  were  elected 
ruling  elders,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  ordained.  33d  Sept.,  1833, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Aten  preached  his  last  sermon. 

27th  Sept.,  1834,  Hendiick  Lane  died,  aged  74  years.  2d  Sept.,  1837 
Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  died,  aged  06  years.  1846,  Michael  Vantuyl,  Jr., 
was  elected  elder.  1851,  the  ladies  formed  a  Bible  Society.  1848, 
Michael  Vantuyl  and  Zebulon  Baird  died,  ejich  over  70  years  old.  1853 
died  Aukey  Wikoff. 

Oct.  8th,  1851,  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois  died.  He  had  been  for  many 
years  after  his  arrival  in  1805  the  only  physician  in  the  settlement.  At 
the  age  of  18  years  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  read  3  years, 
attending  lectures  on  medicine  and  surgery  in  N.  Y.,  Columbia  College, 
and  Hospital  in  N.  Y.  May,  1801,  was  examined  by  Drs.  Scott  and 
Smjth  of  New  Brunswick,  they  being  medical  examiners  in  the  state  ot 
New  Jersey,  when  he  obtained  his  license,  signed  by  Judges  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  and  Isaac  Smith,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey,  and  commenced  practice  in  1801,  continuing  to  practice  in  New 
Jersey  until  1805,  when  he  removed  to  Ohio  with  his  lamily,  having 
been  married  16th  Feb.,  1803,  to  Williamspy,  daughter  of  Peter  Van 
Dorn,  born  at  Freehold,  N.  J.,  3d  April,  1784,  and  died  at  the  residence 
of  her  only  daugliter  Phebe  J.  Schenck,  near  Franklin,  O.,  13th  Fel)., 
1806.  He  continued  to  practice  for  half  a  century.  One  of  his  tirst 
surgical  operations  nfter  coming  to  Ohio  was  performed  in  connection 
with  Dr.  John  Treon,  of  Miamisburgh,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio.  A  man 
had  one  of  his  limbs  so  crushed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  that  amputa- 
tion was  absolutely  necessary,  but  as  yet  there  was  not  a  set  of  surgical 
instruments  to  be  had  far  or  ncai\  The  limb  must  come  off,  or  the  man 
must  die.  A  butcher's  tools  were  called  into  requisition,  and  with  his 
knife  and  saw  the  limb  was  successfully  removed  ;  the  man  recovered, 
Sind  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  apparently  no  vfovse  from    the  use  of  such 
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instruments  than  if  those  of  finest  make  had  Ix-eii  used.  A  few  years 
before  his  death,  Dr.  DuBois  was  caHcd  to  see  a  patient    at  tlie  home  of 

Mr.  ,  when  he  tt)ok  dinner  with  the  family,  and  with  it,    a  (hwe    of 

poison,  intended  by  the  servant  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  family. 
His  presence  saved  the  lives  Of  the  members  of  the  family,  but  hu 
never  entirely  recovered  from  tlie  efl'ects  of  the  poison,  and  for  a  long 
time  insisted  that  his  life  would  be  shortened  by  it.  Yet  he  lived  to  see 
his  ■' three  score  and  ten"  before  called  from  earth,  lionoreil  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  kind  and  generous  to  all,  and  a  good  and 
perfect  Christian. 

He  was  decended  from  Louis  DuBois,  a  Frciich  Huguenot,  born  in 
Artois,  a  province  of  French  Flandei-s,  who  had  to  leave  liis  country  for 
conscience  sake,  going  first  to  Holland,  and  thence  to  the  New  Nether" 
lands,  where  he  arrived  in  the  year  IGGO,  settling  at  Esopus.  Untlinch- 
ing  in  what  lie  considered  his  duty  to  his  God,  he  brought  up  his 
children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  teaching  was  continued  from 
generation  to  generation.  His  son  Jacoi)  removed  to  Pitts  (Jrove, 
Salem  Co.,  New  Jersey,  and,  like  the  Doctor,  was  a  prime  mover  and 
incorporator  of  a  "  church  in  the  wilderness,"  and  one  of  the  Deacons 
of  the  Salem  Church  ;  his  son  Louis  following  his  pious  footsteps. 

Louis'  eighth  son,  Benjamin,  became  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  for 
fiS  years  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Freehold,  N.  J., 
where  his  son.  Dr.  Benjamin,  together  with  the  rest  of  his  children  were 
born,  and  brought  up,  like  their  ancestors  for  generations  betore  them, 
in  the  fear  of  God. 

In  ISoS  died  his  brothir  Duniil  Duliois,  80  years  of  age.  Two  years 
before  his  death,  an  attempt  bad  lieeii  made  to  substitute  a  new  place  of 
worship,  but  it  met  with  no  favor  with  the  "  fatliiMs"  of  the  ilnirch, 
who  were  too  much  attached  to  the  old  building. 

In  18G3,  however,  most  of  these  old  patriarchs  Imvinu  ^mif  i In  way 
of  all  flesh,  the  subject  was  again  i)rought  for\vai>l,  and  this  tiinr  with 
eminent  success,  and  now  a  fine  l>rick  church  has  been  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  old  one,  at  a  cost  of  some  $'20,000  where  the  present  gene- 
ration may  worship  with  more  comfort,  ami  probably  less  piety  than 
their  ancestors  now.  deail  and  gone. 
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LETTER  PROM  MR.  EDWARD  SALTER. 

Washington,  October  7th,  1871. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir  : — Seeing  an  item  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers  referring 
to  New  Jersey  as  "  a  foreign  State,"  I  thought  it  opportune  to  give 
wliat  I  lielieve  to  be  the  origin  of  the  phrase.  About  thirty  years  ago 
I  left  Newark  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  resided  four  or  five 
years.  In  common  with  other  Jerseymen,  I  was  frequently  called  a 
Spaniard  or  a  foreigner.  Some  of  tlie  old  merchants  of  the  city  who 
well  remembered  Joseph  Bonaparte,  and  circumstances  the  relating  to  his 
settlement  at  Bordentown,  gave  me  the  version  which  I  have  pul)lished  in 
the  National  Republican;  as  some  of  them  were  among  those  who  first 
used  and  relished  applying  these  epithets  to  Jerseymen  I  am  convinced 
of  its  correctness.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  different  version  ? 
Yours  truly, 

Edw.\rd  Salter. 


"why  nevt  jersey  is  called  a  foreign  country.' 

"  It  may  interest  many  to  know  what  gave  birth  to  such  jokes  at  the 
expense  of  New  Jersey  as  the  following,  which  we  find  in  an  exchange  : 

"  The  proposal  to  make  foreign  born  persons  eligible  for  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  ive  understand,  is  advocated  with  the  view  that  the 
people  of  New  .lersey  should  enjoy  the  privilege  according  to  the  native 
born." 

"  The  origin  of  the  allusions  to  New  Jersey  as  a  foreign  country  is  said 
to  be  as  follows  :  After  the  downfall  of  the  first  Napoleon,  his  brother 
Joseph,  wlio  had  been  king  of  Spain,  and  his  nephew.  Prince  Murat, 
son  of  the  King  of  Italy,  sought  refuge  in  this  country,  and  jjrought 
much  wealth  with  them.  Joseph  Bonaparte  wished  to  build  a  palatial 
residence  liere,  but  did  not  desire  to  become  a  citizen,  as  he  hoped  to 
return  to  Europe.  To  enable  him  as  an  alien  to  hold  real  estate  required 
a  special  act  of  Legislature.  He  tiied  to  get  one  passed  for  his  benefit 
in  several  states,  but  failed.  He  was  much  chagrined,  especially  be- 
cause Pennsylvania  refused.  After  this  he  applied  to  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature,  which  body  granted  botli  liim  and  Murat  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  land.*  They  bought  a  tract  at  Bordentown,  and  built  mag- 
nificent dwellings,  and  fitted  them  up  in  the  most  costly  manner.     Rare 

*The  Act  was  passed  without  special  rcrtTeTu-c  Id  Iherii.     Sep  Procecdiiii^s, 
Vol.  1.  second  series,  page  115.     Ed. 
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paintings,  statuary,  ifec,  were  profuse  aud  selected  with  rare,  and   tlic 
grounds  laid  out  with  exquisite  taste. 

''  Joseph  Bonaparte's  residence  was  perhaps  the  finest  in  America 
Thousands  of  people  visited  it  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  were 
always  treated  courteously.  He  was  profuse  with  his  money,  and  gave 
a  great  impetus  to  business  in  the  little  town.  The  Philadelphians, 
finding  that  he  had  apparently  no  end  of  money,  and  that  he  used  it  to 
benefit  business  generally,  regretted,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  they  had 
refused  to  let  him  locate  among  themselves ;  and,  to  make  up  for  their 
mortification,  would  always  taunt  Jcr.seymen  with  having  a  king—  with 
importing  the  King  of  Spain  to  rule  over  them  ;  they  were  called 
Spaniards  and  foreigners  on  this  account.  But  the.se  taunts  harmed  no 
one,  as  the  .Terseymen  lost  nothing  by  their  allowing  him  to  settle 
among  them  ;  and  the  term  *  foreigner,'  jokingly  applied  to  .Terseymen, 
has  come  down  to  us  long  after  its  origin  has  been  forgotten  except  by 
a  few  men  of  the  past  generation.  Many  years  ago,  during  the  reign  oi" 
Louis  Phillipe,  we  believe,  both  Bonaparte  and  ^lurat  found  they  could 
safely  return  to  Europe,  so  they  sold  out  and  returned.'' 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  3IR.  C.  C  HAVEN. 


I  have  only  a  few  remarks  tr)  make  in  connection  with  a  communica- 
tion handed  me  oy  a  member  of  this  Society,  Miss  Sarah  Smith  Staf- 
ford, regarding  the  Hag  of  our  country  used  by  Commodore  Barry,  in 
1776,  and  also  alluding  to  one  that  was  used  by  Captain  John  Paul 
Jones,  on  lioard  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  which  was  rescued  liy  lier 
gallant  father,  James  Bajard  Stafford,  and  hoisted  on  Board  the  Serapis 
after  she  was  captured  in  company  with  the  Countess  of  Scarborough, 
a';  related  in  history.  I  present  for  your  perusal  Miss  Stafford's  state 
ments,  and  l)elieve  I  can  attest  their  credibility,  as  I  have  seen  the  (lag 
used  on  board  the  Alliance  by  Captain  Barry,  and  iiis  original  letter 
attesting  the  bravery  and  services  of  her  father  m  many  frying  occasions. 
She  has  many  interesting  relics  besides  this  llag  in  her  po.ssession,  and 
as  a  chronicler  connected  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
and  brilliant  achievements  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  she  is  eminently 
entitled  tn  our  respect  and  ((mfulenee  Those  who  are  curious  to  read 
the  report  other  unce"fr:il  ctjlebrity  and   patriotic   aihievemenfs,    arc  re- 
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ferred  to  its  publication  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society   in   January, 
1862. 

Much  conjecture  still  exists  in  relation  to  the  origin  and  insignia  of 
our  star-bearing  banuer,  which  is  now  the  glorious  ensign  of  the  inde- 
jiendence  and  sovereignty  of  a  free  people.  As  a  subject  of  pride  and 
interest  in  our  country's  annals,  its  illustration  in  history  is  of  impor- 
tance. A  new  treatise  ujjon  its  origin  and  emblematic  devices,  con- 
nected with  records,  gongs  and  anecdotes  concerning  it,  is  now  being 
prepared  by  Captain  G.  Henry  Preble,  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Service, 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  I  have  been  requested  to  give  him  what  in 
formation  I  possess,  regarding  the  flags  used  and  preserved  in  New  Jersey. 
As  my  first  duty  is  to  refer  the  subject  to  your  consideration,  I  do  so, 
with  the  following  reflections. 

You  will  notice  that  the  flags  alluded  to  in  Miss  Staftbrd's  paper  were 
used  by  Jones  and  Barry,  before  Congress  issued  the  ordinances  and 
laws  respecting  it.  From  some  rejjorts  lately  in  circulation  here,  the 
first  time  that  enactment  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  observed, 
was  by  Gen.  Washington,  in  the  critical  and  hurried  stand  he  made,  to 
repulse  Cornwallis  at  Assnnpink  Bridge,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1777. 
Now  at  this  conflict,  which  was  the  turning  point  in  connection  with 
what  succeeded  at  Princeton,  of  the  struggle  for  our  Nation's  indeijen- 
dence,  and  the  glorious  consequences  'vhich  have  since  followed,  does 
not  that  remarkable  baptism,  with  the  regenerated  hope  and  confidence 
there  restored,  seem  providendial  ?  Freedom's  vital  spark  wa?  there  re- 
kindled, and  our  own  country  and  the  civilized  world  are  now  illumi- 
nated with  its  beams. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  honored  emblems  of  the  flag  of  our  Union, 
and  Avho  suggested  them,  much  has  been  conjectured  and  more  may 
still  be,  without  arriving  at  the  exact  truth.  My  own  opinion  is  in 
favor  of  the  sujiposition  that,  in  some  way,  the  devices  on  the  family 
arms  of  Washington  were  known  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
out  of  respect  to  the  commander-in-chief,  the  stars  and  stripes  were 
used  by  some  few  patriotic  individuals,  whilst  some  of  the  states  had 
other  emblems  used  in  their  service.  But  eventually  the  United  States, 
by  an  enactment  of  Congress,  sanctioned  their  general's  adoption, 
adding  to  the  number  of  stars  as  new  states  might  be  admitted.  But 
whence  the  original  emblems  on  the  shield  of  the  Washington  family 
came,  how  they  were  derived,  and  what  they  designated,  are  question- 
able problems. 

They    were  probably  of  Roman  origin.     Virgil    speaks  of  "  return- 
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ing  to  the  stars,"  {rcdire  ad  ostra)  imply inpj  a  Home  of  Peace  and 
Happiness,  and  we  know  the  Romans  worshippctl  the  stars  which  bore 
the  names  of  their  gods. 

They  also  used  scourges  j)ro(hicing  stripes  on  the  liodies  of  those 
they  punislied  or  terrified,  to  extort  corfession  from. 

From  these  symbolic  antecedents,  then,  we  may  (I  do  not  say  we 
did)  derive  the  design  of  our  star-bearing  banner,  the  heaven  sent 
ensign  of  our  "  Union,  freedom,  and  independence,"'  with  the  stripes 
to  be  used  iu  their  defence  as  a  scourge  to  our  enemies  and  a  terror  to 
evil-doers,  and  may  God  long  allow  it.  with  increasing  glory,  "  to 
wave  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  lirave  ;"  not  for  its 
spangles  or  tasseled  drapery,  but  for  the  glorious  free  principles  it  up- 
holds, and  the  rights  of  popular  sovereignty,  [)eace.  good  order,  and 
independence  which  it  protects.  As  the  palladium  of  the  Union  let  it 
lie  the  shield  of  each  and  all  the  states,  and  while  each  has  its  own 
Coat  of  Arms  to  be  rightfully  cherished,  let  all  rally  round  the  flag, 
with  every  State  a  fixed  star.     E  Pluribus  Unum. 

C.  C.  HAVEN. 


THE  FLAG  OF  THE  "BON  HOMME  RICHARD." 

FKOM   MISS  SARAH  SMITH  STAFFOKl). 

The  lailics  of  the  "Old  Swedes  Church."  of  I'liiladclpliia,  met  to- 
gether, and  assisteil  by  John  Brown,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Uniteil 
States  Marine  Committee,  formed  the  flag  that  was  used  on  board  the 
"  l>on  Jlonime  Richard,"  in  the  naval  engagement  with  the  British  Ships 
of  War,  the  "  Serapis  "  and  "Countess  of  Scarljorough,"  on  the  2M  of 
Septeml)er,  177'J. 

The  presentation  of  the  Flag  was  made  to  (.'aptaiu  .lolin  Paul  Jtuies, 
l)y  Misses  Mary  and  Sarah  Austin,*  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  (he 
patriotic  ladies  of  the  city. 

When  tin-  "  Bon  Homme  Richard"  was  sinking,  in  tiie  naval  rombat 
with  the  "  Serapis,"  that  flag  was  reseued,  and  Captain  .lories  went  on 
board  the  American  Ship  of  War  Alliance  with  it,  and  it  was  useil 
on  said  ship  until  the  war  ceased. 

"The  ship  that  James  B.  Stafl'ord  was  attached  to,  was  caplured  by  a 
British  Man'-of-War,  and  recaptured  I'v  Captain  John  PauI  Jones,  of 
the    ■'  Bon     lloniuie    Richard,"    just    before    the    encounter    with    the 

*  Coniinuilore  Harry  wns  twice  married,  his  lir.sl  wife  ^^a^  Mary  Burn.-,  tiis? 
bccond  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  Austhi,  one  of  tlie  hidics  herein  mentioned. 
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"  Serapis "  and  "Scarborough,"  so  in  the  space  often  days  he  was 
twice  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  volunteered  in  its  service,  where  he  re- 
ceived, in  defending  and  securing  the  flag,  a  severe  sabre  cut  on  the  left 
shoulder,  which  from  unskillful  treatment  re-opened  after  a  time,  dis- 
abling both  his  arms,  and  occasioning  liim  great  suflering  for  years."* 

At  the  close  of  the  War,  the  frigate  Alliance  was  sold  to  Robert 
Morris,  the  great  American  financier,  and  the  vessel  was  re-titted  for  a 
merchantman  lor  the  East  India  trade. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Marine  Committee,  wrote  to  Lieut. 
James  Bayard  Stafford.  "  that  the  Marine  Committee  with  the  advice  of 
''  Commodore  John  Barry  had  decided  that  they  would  present  to  him 
"the  "Flag,"  a  "Tower  Musquet,"  and  the  "Medicine  Chest,"  on  ac- 
"  count  of  his  risqueing  his  life,  by  nailing  up  the  flag  on  Ijoai'd  of  the 
"  "  Bon  Homme  Richard,"  wdien  it  had  been  cut  down  by  'a  British 
"  oflicer  when  the  ships  were  lashed  together,"  and  by  so  doing,  had 
his  shoulder  blade  cut  in  two. 

Those  precious  relics  have  been  and  are  still  retained  in  the  family  of 

Lieutenant  James  Bayard  Stafford.     The  "  Flag,"  the  "  Musquet  "  and 

the  "Medicine  Chest,"  are  now  in  my  possession,  and  have  been  exhi!)- 

ited  to  C.  C.  Haven,  Esq.,  of  Trenton,   N.   J.,  and  many  others  of  mj^ 

friends  for  years  past.     Tlie  "  Flag  "  is  much  injured,  but  still  it  shows 

thirteen  strips  and  twelve  stars,  the  number  of  States  then  confederaterl, 

the  Musquet  has  the  word  "Tower"  engraven  thereon,   with   a  crown, 

and    the   letters   G.    R.    (for  George  Rex.)      The  Musquet  weighs   ten 

pounds  and  a  half. 

SARAH   SMITH  STAFFORD, 

Only  daughter  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Stafford. 

*^*  III  (h  >iubsequeni  commnnicatioit  Miss  Stafford  gives  the  foUowliig 

extracts  from  the  Life  of  John  Pnal  Jones,   confirmatory  of  the  facts 

stated  in  the  foregoing  imj^er. 

Washington  City,  January  17th,  1872. 
C.  C.  Haven,  Esq., 

Sir; — According  to  promise,  I  have  looked  over  the  life  of  Captain 
J.  P.  Jones. 

The  engagement  took  place  on  the  2od  of  September,  1779 — the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  engaged  the  Serapis — "  both  ships  (the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis)  were  set  on  tire,  the  scene  was  dread- 
ful beyond  description." 

'■'■'  Sec  report  of  Congress,  .'itjth  Cousress,  1st  Session 
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"  Three  of  my  under  officers  were  timid,  and  the  j^unucr  run  aft  tu 
strike  the  colors,  when  fortunately  for  nie,  a  cannon  ball  had  struck  the 
flag  stafl'  and  carried  it  away,"  (here  I  prcbunic  was  the  time  when  J.  B. 
Stafford  nailed  it  up,  and  in  so  doing  was  cut  on  the  shoulder  Ity  a 
British  officer,  which  prostrated  him,)  "the  ships  were  lashed  together." 
and  Jones  writes,  if  the  Scrapis  had  not  been  made  fast  to  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  she  would  have  escaped.  Wlieu  the  latter  ship  was 
sinking,  Jones  and  his  crew  escaped  to  the  Scrapis,  and  he  had  com- 
mand of  her  from  the  time  the  Richard  sunk,  until  she  waR 
remasted  and  litted  for  sea,  at  the  Texcl. 

I  obscive  that  one  of  the  Flags  Captain  Jc)U(s  had,  iiad  no  stars  nor 
l)lue  field,  it  consisted  of  thirteen  stripes  with  a  rattlesnake  in  a  run- 
ning position,  somewhat  similar  to  the  flag  of  Virginia,  that  was  used 
by  that  State  during  our  revolutionary  struj^gle. 


FROM  JAMES  B.  COLEMAN.  'Sl.U. 

The  enclosed  telegram  was  received  August  10th,  iy')8.  in  Trenton 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  John  II.  Wright.  Esi|.,  on  a 
House  Telegraph  Machine.  This  important  message  is  the  tirst  thai 
ever  crossed  the  Atlantic.  •  Mr.  Wright  was  notified  (hat  the  despatch 
would  be  sent.  He  substituted  the  silk  strip  in  the  place  of  the  ordi 
nary  ))aper.  wishing  to  preserve  the  tirst  message  in  the  most  lastinu 
form.  It  came  and  this  is  the  rcsidt.  Communication  soon  ceased  by 
the  first  cable,  and  some  years  j)assed  betbre  another  line  was  laid  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  telegraphing  this  great  distance  through  the  ocean 
became  perfectly  established. 

^Ir.  Wright  is  one  of  the  oldest  operators  in  the  country,  having  iiccn 
twenty-two  years  in  the  service,  and  now  the  Active  Agent  at  Trenton. 
of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Telegraph  Con\pany.  In  his  behalf,  and  in 
his  name,  I  present  this  reminder  of  the  past,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
progress  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  in  our  day.  to  the  New  Jer.scy  His- 
torical Society  for  their  benefit  and  safer  keeping. 

JAMES  [).  (OLKMAN. 
Trenton,  N.  J..  Jan.  18tli,  1872. 

The  message  is  printeil  on  pink  silk,  and  reads  as  follows  : 
6 
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"  LONDON,  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUN- 
DRED AND  FIFTY  EIGHT.  VALENTIA  VIA  TRINITY  BAY.  TO  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AVASHINGTON.  THE  QUEEN  DESIRES  TO 
CONGRATULATE  THE  PRESIDENT  UPON  THE  SUCCESSFUL  COMPLETION  OF 
THE  GREAT  INTERNATIONAL  WORK  IN  WHICH  THE  QUEEN  HAS  TAKEN 
THE  DEEPEST  INTEREST.  THE  QUEEN  IS  CONVINCED  THAT  THE  PRESI- 
DENT WILL  JOIN  WITH  HER  IN  FERVENTLY  HOPING  THAT  THE  ELECTRIC 
CABLE  AVHICH  NOW  CONNECTS  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  WILL  PROVE  AN  ADDITIONAL  LINE  BETWEEN  THE  NATIONS 
WHOSE  FRIENDSHIP  IS  FOUNDED  UPON  THEIR  COMMON  INTEREST  AND 
RECIPROCAL  ESTEEM.  THE  QUEEN  HAS  MUCH  PLEASURE  IN  THUS  COM- 
MUNICATING WITH  THE  PRESIDENT,  AND  RENEWING  TO  HIM  HER  WISHES 
FOR  THE  PROSPERITY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  VICTORIA,  QUEEN  OF 
GREAT   BRITAIN." 


MEMOIR  OF  Till-  LIFE  AXD  CHAllACTEl! 


OF 


JOHN    RITTHEEFUED 

I  ATE  PRESIDENT  OE  TIIK  NEW  JERSEY  HI3T0Rir\I.  SOCIETY. 

BY  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS. 


One  year  ago  we  mot  in  this  place  to  elect  a  President  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  in  the  room  of  one  whom  death  had  taken 
from  us  after  holding  the  office  but  little  more  than  one  year.  To-day 
we  meet  again  to  mourn  together  over  the  loss  of  him  whom  we  then 
elected,  and  to  put  another  in  his  place.  Does  there  not  seem  to  l)e 
''ome  strange  fatality  attending  us  '. 

At  the  January  meeting  in  1809,  we  elected  Judge  Richard  S.  Field 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Society,  in  place  of  !Mr.  James  Parker,  who 
having  filled  the  position  for  three  years,  had  been  removed  by  death, 
at  the  age  of  ninety -three  years,  dropping  as  it  were  like  ripe  fruit  into 
mother  earth  ;  and  in  January  1871,  we  assembled  here  to  listen  to  Mr. 
A.  Q.  Keasbey,  as  with  scholarly  ability  he  rehearsed  to  us  the  distin- 
guished public  services  of  Judge  Field,  and  in  glowing  words  portrayed 
his  character  and  eulogized  his  many  merits.  But  one  brief  year  has 
slipped  by,  and  we  have  to  mourn  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Rutherfunl, 
whom  we  then  jilaced  in  the  vacant  chair.  God  grant  that  his  succes- 
sor may  be  long  spared  to  preside  at  our  deliberations. 

In  following  our  accustomed  precedent,  the  duty  and  privilege  ha^ 
iieen  accorded  to  me  of  gathering  togetlier  ti  few  facts  concerning  the 
life  and  character  of  Mi-.  Kutherfurd,  to  preserve  among  the 
archives  of  our  Society,  as  a  memorial  of  its  fourth  President.  Had  I 
to  speak  of  one  whose  life  had  been  spent  in  the  |)id)lic  service,  and  ti> 
recount  eminent  services  eitlier  in  the  field,  in  the  legislative  halls,  on 
the  bench,  or  in  other  official  positions,  I  should  in  all  gladness  have 
yielded  to  a  more  practiced   i)en,  l)ut  as  the  subject  ol  this  noti(  e  wu- 
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essentially  a  private  gentleman,  the  task  of  writing  a  memoir  of  the 
deceased  is  a  comparatively  easy  one.  It  is  none  the  less  grateful  as 
being  the  tribute  of  a  long  and  sincere  friendship. 

John  Rutberfurd  came   of  good   old  stock,  of  honorable  lineage,  and 
was,  as  were  his  ancestors  before  him,  a   thorough  Jerseyman. 

He  was  the  son  of  Robert  "Walter  and  Sabina  Morris  Rutherfurd,  and 
was  born  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1810,  at  the  residence  of  his  mater- 
nal Grandfather,  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisania,  Westchester  County, 
New  York.  His  paternal  Grandfather,  after  whom  he  was  named,  was 
John  Rutlierfurd,  a  country  gentleman  and  large  landed  proprietor, 
living  on  his  estate  at  Edgerton,  on  the  Passaic  river,  now  known  as 
Rutherfurd  Park.  He  married  the  sister  of  Lewis  Morris,  the  grand- 
father on  the  mother's  side,  thus  making  a  double  tie  of  consanguinity 
in  the  immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd.  He  was  also  well- 
known  throughout  the  State  as  a  man  of  public  spirit.  I  find  his  name 
as  a  U.  S.  Senator  in  the  Senate  Journal  of  the  First  Session  of  the 
third  Congress,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in  1793.  His  only  son  was 
Robert  Walter,  the  father  of  our  .Tohn  Rutherfurd,  which  will  account 
for  his  early  life  being  spent  in  the  house  of  his  grandfather.  A  further 
knowledge  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  dates  back  to  the  great- 
grandfather, who  was  a  British  officer  of  the  rank  of  Colonel,  in  the  old 
French  war ;  and  letters  are  still  extant  in  the  family,  describing  his 
sufferings  in  the  campaign  on  Lake  Ontario  and  in  Canada.  In  one  of 
these  he  congratulates  himsell'  that  he  is  faring  better  than  his  brother 
officers,  as  his  Indian  servant  had  cooked  him  a  savory  dish  of  Rattle- 
snake's meat.  He  married  a  sister  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  daughter  of 
James  Alexander,  who  filled  so  large  a  share  in  the  Colonial  History  of 
lioth  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  on  the  mother's  side  was  Col. 
Lewis  Moiris,  a  son  of  Lewis  Morris,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  This  maternal  grandfather  was  the  oldest  of  six  sons, 
most  of  whom,  excepting  the  youngest,  joined  the  Continental  Army  on 
reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  ;  the  youngest  fearing  the  war  would  close 
before  he  was  of  that  age,  joined  when  only  fifteen.  When  the 
British  forces  entered  New  Y«)rk,  tlie  officers  took  possession  of  Mr. 
Morris'  country  place,  the  family  hastily  escaping  with  their  servants, 
horses  and  what  furniture  they  could  gather  up,  in  a  flat  boat  across  the 
Hudson  to  Weehawken,  and  to  Round  Valley,  Hunterdon  County, 
where  with  two  or  three  other  families,  (among  them  the  ancestors  ol 
the  late  Edward   Stevens,  of  Hoboken,)  they  remained  until  the  close 
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of  the  war ;  a  watch  being  constantly  kept  to  warn  the  family  in  case 
mauraiuling  parties  from  the  enemy  should  threaten  tlieir  houses.  Thu^ 
while  this  sturdy  patriot  was  contending  against  the  enemy  with  voicj' 
and  pen  in  the  Continental  Congress,  he  sends  his  six  sons  into  the  field 
as  soon  as  they  can  shoulder  a  musket — his  family  meantime,  seeking 
refuge  in  a  secluded  valley  among  the  Jersey  hills. 

Thus  too,  we  see  that  Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  born  into  him  hereditary 
principles  of  j)atriotism  and  devotion  of  self  to  the  good  of  his  country. 
The  sentiment  of  that  day  (unhappily,  alas  !  almost  e.xtinct)  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  man,  as  fur  as  his  means  will  permit,  to  do  somewhat 
towards  develoiiing  the  material  resources  of  his  State  and  country,  was 
largely  Mr.  Rutherfurd's  by  inheritance.  It  seems  to  have  been  instilled 
into  h\T}\  both  by  precept  and  traditionary  example,  and  to  have  charac- 
terized him  all  his  life.  He  did  not  seek  for  office  or  a  sphere  in  which 
he  might  win  the  plaudits  of  men,  for  this  kind  of  ambition  formed  no 
element  in  his  character,  but  the  retirement  rather,  of  private  life,  in 
which  he  could  devote  himself  and  his  means  t<^  the  originating  and 
promoting  the  internal  improvements  of  his  State. 

Of  the  early  life  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  a  very  few  words  will  give  the 
history.  He  went  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years  to  live  with  his 
grandfathei-,  John  Rutherfurd,  on  the  Passaic  river,  whose  place  <alled 
Edgerton,  was  situated  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  river,  about  seven  miles 
above  Newark,  and  as  we  have  before  stated,  was  the  property  which 
is  now  known  as  Rutherfurd  Park.  The  old  mansion  existed  until  quite 
recently,  when  it  was  altered  and  enlarged  for  a  hotel,  and  recently 
destroyed  by  tire.  It  was  in  its  day  the  scene  for  the  dispensation  of 
elegant  hospitality,  and  as  such  continued  down  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Rutherfurd's  mother,  who  was  living  on  the  ])lace  at  the  time  of  her 
death ;  soon  after  which  the  property  was  sold  and  passed  out  of  the 
family.  There  are  yet  many  old  neighbors  and  former  residents  on  the 
river  who  cherish  very  delightful  recollections  of  this  old  mansion,  and 
the  pleasant  and  joyous  times  they  have  had  within  its  hospitable  walls. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  as  a  child,  seems  to  have  given  token  of  some  preco 
city  of  intellect.  An  extract  from  an  old  diary  still  extant  in  the  family, 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  fact,  as  well  as  to  give  a  small  glimpse  into 
the  character  of  domestic  lile  and  education  in  rural  di^trid^  half  u 
century  ago. 

"July  21,  1817  John  Hutbcrluid,  .Ir.,  is  seven  years  old  lo  day,  and 
lias  commented  reading  Ili'^tory  with  the  Bible. 
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"  July  24— Read  an  extract  of  Egyptian  and  Persian  history,  witli 
some  extracts  in  .Sd  volume  of  Rollins'  "  Belles  Lettres." 

A  little  further  we  find  this  entry,  "  Reading  Goldsmith's  Abridged 
History  of  Greece,  and  an  Abridgement  of  Alexander's  Life  and  Con- 
quests from  "  Flowers  of  History" — We  began  Goldsmith's  Rome,  the 
number  of  the  different  states  rendering  Grecian  History  rather  compli- 
cated for  a  child  of  seven  years  of  age." 

How  many  children  of  that  age  at  the  present  day  can  read  at  all,  or 
in  reading  are  beyond  the  primer  'i  In  after  life  Mr.  Rutherfurd  was 
often  wont  to  talk  about  these  readings,  and  of  his  childish  delight  as 
seated  on  his  Grandfather's  knee  in  the  evening  twilight,  he  rehearsed 
him  the  stories  he  had  read  in  the  morning. 

At  nine  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  school,  at  the  Newark  Academy 
then  kept  by  Andrew  Smith,  a  very  respectable  old  Scotchman,  and 
pro])ably  because  the  distance  was  too  far  for  the  young  boy  to  go  to 
and  fro  each  day,  he  was  placed  at  board  with  the  family  of  his  teacher, 
who  lived  across  the  Passaic,  in  what  is  now  known  as  East  Newark,  on 
the  Turnpike  Road  near  to  the  crossing  of  the  Mnrri'^  and  Essex  Rail- 
road, from  which  place  he,  in  company  with  four  other  boys,  walked  in 
daily  to  the  Academy,  which  then  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Post- 
office — a  good  mile  in  distance.  From  this  school  he  was  sent  to  the 
celebrated  school  of  Dr.  Brownlee,  at  Baskinridge,  to  be  fitted  for 
College. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  been  educated  at  Nassau  Hall,  and 
was  a  gentleman  of  very  elegant  accomplishments.  It  was  intended 
that  John  should  also  go  to  Princeton  and  be  educated  by  the  same 
venerable  Alma  Mater  of  his  father  ;  but  here  we  have  an  early  instance 
of  his  strongly  marked  character,  and  decision  of  purpose  as  imjiressed 
))y  nature  herself  : — One  day  he  went  to  Princeton  to  pay  a  visit  to  an 
old  sclioolmate  then  in  college,  and  living  as  the  custom  at  the  time 
was  in  "  Commons" — but  the  boy,  accustomed  from  his  infancy  to  the 
observance  of  all  the  nice  proprieties  of  refined  life,  took  such  a  disgust 
at  the  scenes  he  witnessed  among  the  youths  at  dinner,  that  he  at  once 
resolved  he  would  look  elsewhere  for  an  education.  Accordingly,  and 
without  consulting  any  one,  he  went  to  New  Brunswick  and 
applied  for  admission  in  Rutger's  College.  After  enduring  the  ordeal 
oi  an  examination  for  two  mortal  hours,  in  a  close  room,  by  the  Dutch 
Dominees  who  had  charge  of  the  Curriculum  of  that  College,  each  one 
with  his  traditional  long  clay  pipe  in  mouth,  emitting  volume;*  of 
tobacco  smoke  until  the  room  was  filled  and  they  almost   lost  to   sight. 
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the  boy  was  ^)ronounccd  fit,  and  escaping  from  the  room  in  a  half 
stifled  condition,  lie  became  a  member  of  the  Sophomore  Class  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years.  In  connection  with  this  anecdote  of  tobacco 
smoke,  wc  would  add  that  Mr.  Rutherford  never  got  over  his  disgust  for 
the  habit,  and  was  keenly  sensitive  to  its  annoyance  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  His  intiniate  friends  well  know  how  great  a  trial  it  was  to 
his  courtesy  and  kind  consideration  for  others,  to  endure  the 
smoking  of  tobacco  at  dinners  and  other  social  occasions  where  he 
never  would  complain,  but  unselfishly  sacrifice  his  own  comfort  to  the 
pleasure  of  others. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  lie  graduated,  and  soon  alter  entered  the  law- 
office  of  Mr.  Elias  Van  Arsdalc,  iu  the  city  of  Newark.  After  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practising  law  for  two  years,  he  al)andoncd  his 
profession  to  assist  his  Gnindfather  iu  the  care  and  management  of  his 
large  landed  estate.  This  was  a  training  for  him  in  a  sphere  which 
brought  him  iu  contact  with  many  men  of  many  minds,  and  gave  him 
an  experience  that  few  men  of  his  age  possessed.  Mr.  Rutherfurd  con 
tinucd  to  live  at  Edgerton  until  the  death  of  his  grandparents,  after 
which  his  too  aunts,  Missetj  Mary  and  Louisa  Rutherfurd,  built  an  ele- 
gant residence  on  the  same  bank  of  the  Passaic,  about  two  miles  distant 
from  Newark,  which  the  refinement  and  taste  of  these  ladies  rendered 
conspicuous  for  all  that  is  attractive  in  rural  life.  They  removed  here 
and  Mr.  Rutherfurd  took  up  his  residence  with  them  ;  this  place  was 
known  as  "  Eastridge,"  and  though  much  smaller  than  the  old  mansion, 
worthily  sustained  its  succession  for  refinement,  elegance  and  generous 
hospitality.  At  this  house  Mr.  Rutherfurd  commenced  his  married  life, 
but  as  he  was  but  a  private  citizen,  and  his  domestic  life  belongs  only 
to  his  family,  I  forbear  to  intrude  into  its  sanctuary.  I  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  while  living  here  that  the  writer  of  this  sketch  first 
knew  him.  now  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  past,  and  with  hi.,  neigh- 
bors learned  to  appreciate  and  to  love  him. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  possessed  remarkable  executive  ability.  He  had  a 
far  sighted  vision  as  to  the  future  of  the  State,  and  the  success  of  the 
enterprises  set  on  foot  to  develop  its  interests  and  its  resources.  His 
great  selfcontrol,  his  tact  in  management  of  all  embaiassiug  tjuestions, 
his  whole  souled  generosity,  his  entire  abnegation  of  self,  and  slowness 
to  suspect  anything  wrong  iu  the  motives  of  others,  caused  him  to  l*c 
almest  worshipped  among  his  tenantry,  and  there  was  probably  no  u\w 
iu  the  entire  county  of  Susse.v  who  had  etiual  popularity  with  .lohn 
Rutherfurd.     Among  his  neighbors  and  friends  on  the  Passaic  he  hatl 
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that  hold  upon  their  aflfectious  and  respect,  that  when  one  spoke  of  him 
they  were  wont  to  say  "  John  Kuthcrfurd  I  lie  is  one  of  nature's 
noblemen." 

One  of  the  favorite  projects  of  Mr.  Rutherford  was  the  uniting  of  the 
waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  by  a  continuous  route  of  Kail- 
way  ;  this  led  him  to  originate  the  Warwick  Railroad,  which  was  com- 
menced on  the  line  of  the  Erie  Road  at  Chester,  and  continued  to 
the  state  line,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 

He  was  also  largely  interested  in  the  construction  of  the  Pequest 
Valley  Railroad,  and  was  a  Director  and  zealous  Avorker  in  the  Midland 
Railroad  ;  his  counsels  and  energetic  action  in  this  corporation  will  be 
sadly  missed. 

He  was  President  of  the  Tuckertown  Railroad  in  Ocean  County, 
where  with  other  members  of  his  family  he  was  very  largely  interested 
in  the  Pine  Ijarrens,  which  are  now  giving  place  to  cultivated  lauds,  ful- 
filling and  realizing  the  scripture  prophecy — "  the  Desert  shall  blossom 
as  the  Rose."' 

He  was  also  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Proprietors  for  the 
Eastern  Division  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  an  hereditary  proprietor  in 
this  Board,  aud  had  been  its  presiding  officer  for  many  years :  his  in- 
fluence in  this  body  was  so  great,  aud  the  contidence  in  his  inflexible 
uprightness  and  sound  judgment  so  general,  that  he  never  failed  by  ex- 
pressing his  ojiinion  to  control  the  action  of  the  l)oard,  no  matter  how 
divided  the  sentiment  might  be. 

He  was  also  the  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Coal  Company,  in  which 
enterprise  he  felt  a  most  decided  interest,  his  faith  in  it  being  so  great 
that  he  believed  that  from  the  value  of  their  lands,  and  superior  <|uality 
of  coal,  the  company  could  not  fail  to  become  a  very  wealthy  corpo- 
ration. 

He  was  also  a  Director  in  the  Sussex  Railroad,  in  which  countji  was 
his  home,  at  the  town  of  Vernon — his  residence  being  known  as  Maple 
Grange.  It  was  here  that  he  exercised  his  political  franchise  of  voting. 
Beyond  these  official  positions  he  had  several  others,  such  as  a  Director 
in  the  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  in  several  tinancial 
Institutions.  Last  nor  least  he  was  the  honored  head  of  our  own  Society, 
in  the  prosperity  of  which,  aud  in  the  promotion  of  its  objects,  he  felt 
a  deep  interest,  and  to  its  funds  was  chief  in  liberal  contributions. 
Many  of  the  priceless  manuscrii^ts,  documents,  and  literary  curiosities 
contained  in  our  Library,  are  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  and  his  family, 
and  there  is  enough  to-day  in  that  Library  to  keep  his  name  ever  fresh 
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in  grateful  rcuicral'iaiicc.  lie  was  elected  a  Member  of  the  Society 
November  Gtli,  ISirt,  and  a  Vice-President  January  lOtli,  1805. 

It  -will  from  all  this  be  readily  understood  that  he  was  no  idle  man  ; 
his  vci-satile  talents  enabled  him  to  devote  himself  with  fidelity  to  every 
duty  he  assumed.  Ilis  memory  was  tenacious  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree, and  he  was  wont  to  depend  upon  it  to  an  extent  that  hardly 
another  man  would  have  felt  safe  in  doing.  lie  never  forgot  a  business 
engagement  or  failed  to  keep  an  appointment —in  such  matters  he  was 
the  promjitest  of  the  prompt.  There  was  probably  no  man  in  the  .state 
whose  time  was  more  entirely  engrossed,  and  yet  we  have  the  note- 
worthy fact  to  record  that  he  never  brought  his  business  affairs  into  his 
family.  When  he  was  at  home  he  gave  himself  to  his  family,  and  to 
the  true  enjoyment  of  an  emphatic  Happy  Home. 

In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  he  was  not  only  scrupulously 
just,  but  generous  to  a  degree  which  would  justify  the  expression  "Empty 
of  Self."  No  friend  ever  appealed  to  him  for  sympathy  or  aid  in  vain. 
He  was  as  well  versed  in  what  is  called  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  in 
a  thorough  understanding  of  human  nature  as  any  man — he  had  mingled 
too  long  and  too  much  in  the  world  for  this  to  be  otherwise,  and  yet  he 
was  so  free  from  guile  in  himself,  that  lie  was  very  slow  to  susiiett  tlie 
motives  of  others.  If  in  friendly  offices,  or  beneficiary  acts  for  others 
he  discovered  ingratitude,  bad  faith,  or  deception  in  return,  he  found 
consolation  in  the  approval  of  his  own  motives  and  the  good  he  had 
d(jne.  No  man  could  be  more  simple  and  unaffected  in  manner,  and 
yet  so  careful  was  he  of  wountling  the  feelings  of  others,  that  in  most 
cases  where  he  had  the  right  to  be  severe,  he  preferred  silence  to  speak- 
ing out  what  he  felt  within  him. 

It  is  an  old  maxim  "  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum,"  there  are  some  who 
would  read  •'  verum"  for  "  bonum,"  but  in  eulogising  the  character  of 
Mr.  Rutherfurd  the  maxim  may  \)c  complied  with  to  the  letter  in  cither 
form  of  the  phrase,  for  there  is  nothing  but  good  to  be  told. 

In  writing  this  Memoir,  as  the  subject  is  the  life  and  character  of  a 
most  estimal)le  and  worthy  private  gentleman,  and  the  good  citizen  in 
all  hie  relations  ;  and  as  this  sketch  is  intended  for  his  many  friends 
rather  than  for  the  public  eye,  I  cannot  follow  him  into  the  sanctuary 
of  his  domestic  life  without  a  breach  of  privilege. 

I  am  conscious  that  what  I  have  done  is  butfeeliie  and  imperfect,  liut 
I  feci  ecjually  sure  that  those  who  knew  him  best,  will  bear  witness  that 
any  words  of  eulogy  contained  in  this  paper  have  not  exaggerated,  but 
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have,  if  anything,  fallen  short  of  what  might  in  justice  and  truth  be 
written. 

Mr.  Rutherford's  last  sickness  was  sndden  and  severe.  He  came  from 
Newport  early  in  the  fall  suffering  from  an  attack  of  Malarious  Fever, 
complicated  with  the  beginning  of  i]\e  pamful  malady  which  was  to 
eiid  his  days.  He  remained  a  few  days  at  his  city  residence  in  Newark 
to  recui^erate  and  be  under  the  advice  of  his  physician.  As  soon  as  he 
felt  able  he  returned  to  his  country  home  in  Sussex,  and  in  the  pure  air 
he  there  breathed  he  improved  slightly  and  was  enabled  to  ride  about 
the  country.  Being  advised  to  return  to  Newark,  where  he  could  re- 
ceive more  attention  and  higher  medical  skill,  he  started  on  his  return, 
and  on  the  night  of  his  first  day's  journey  was  taken  alarmingly  ill  at 
the  house  of  a  friend.  After  reaching  Newark  his  malady  soon  assumed 
the  most  serious  and  alarming  form — day  by  day  his  sufferings  grew 
more  intense — his  naturally  powerful  frame  and  strength  of  constitution 
enabled  him  to  endure  what  any  other  man  of  less  strength  would  have 
succumbed  to  at  once — what  his  sufferings  were  no  mortal  tongue  can 
tell — of  his  heroic  and  jiatient  endurance  his  faithful  physicians  and 
the  loving  ones  that  ministered  to  him  can  abundantly  testify— the 
struggle  between  nature  and  disease  was  most  formidable  and  obstinate 
but  at  last  the  strong  man  had  to  yield,  nature  worn  out  and  exhausted 
gave  way,  and  on  the  31st  day  of  November,  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Rutherfurd  breathed  his  last,  conscious  to  the  extremest 
moment,  and  was  "  gathered  unto  his  fathers,  having  the  testimony  of 
a  good  conscience  ;  in  the  communion  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the 
confidence  of  a  certain  faith,  in  the  comfort  of  a  reasonable,  religious, 
and  holy  hope  ;  in  favor  (as  we  devoutly  believe)  with  his  God,  and  in 
perfect  charity  with  the  world."* 

His  funeral  took  place  from  Trinity  Church,  Newark  ;  the  large 
assemblage  present,  and  the  manifestations  of  genuine  grief  giving 
evidence  that  it  was  jio  ordinary  occasion. 

He  was  buried  in  the  yard  of  Christ  Church,  Belleville,  where  are 
interred  the  remains  of  his  father  and  mother,  his  aunts  the  Misses 
Rutherfurd,  and  one  of  his  own  children  ;  in  this  church  he  had  grown 
up  and  Ijecame  a  communicant,  and  was  for  many  years  a  vestryman, 
and  frequently  represented  the  parish  in  the  Diocesan  Conventions  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State. 

*Oflice  for  "  The  Visitatiou  ol"  the  Sick,"  iu  the  Book  of  C'ouunou  Prayer 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church* 
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To  trace  results  to  their  liidden  causes,  is  one  of  the  objects  and  aims 
of  history,  and  nothing  more  clearly  illustrates  the  presence  of  God  in 
history,  than  to  objerve  the  great  consequences,  which  often  follow  the 
use  of  seemingly  trivial  means. 

The  fall  of  an  apple  and  the  cackling  of  geese,  are  not  striking  events 
in  nature,  and  yet,  the  one  sugge.sted  a  train  of  "thought  to  the  philoso- 
l)her,  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  tlie  laws  of  gravitation,  and  the 
other,  disturbed,  and  perhaps  changed  the  current  of  history,  by  saving 
the  nation  which  was  to  mould  the  institutions  and  control  the  destinies 
of  mankind,  from  ijrcmature  sul>jection  to  a  hostile  power. 

The  world  knows  that  the  contest  for  the  election  of  Speaker,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congeess,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  exciting  in  our  national  history,  and  that  it  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  "William  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey  ;  but  the  world  has  never  heard 
the  secret  history  of  the  events  wnich  attended  tlie  progress  of  the  long 
contest,  nor  considered  their  connection  with  the  development  of  a  pub- 
lic sentiment,  which,  in  the  following  year,  culminated  in  the  most 
gigantic  and  causeless  rebellion  of  all  the  ages. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  give  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  election  of  Governor  Pennington  as  Speaker,  and  to  ex- 
l)lain  the  causes  and  trace  the  influences  which  led  to  it.  In  order  to 
relieve  the  recital  from  the  charge  of  egotism,  it  is  proijer  to  remark 
that  the  writer's  connection  with  the  contest  was  solely  the  result  of  his 
peculiar  political  affiliations,  and  of  hi-^  supposed  personal  relations  witli 
his  colleague. 

To  fully  understand  the  contest,  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  tiie 
condition  of  the  political  parties  of  the  country  at  that  time. 

The  Congress  met  on  the  r>th  day  of  December,  1859.  The  members 
had  been  chosen  at  the  first  general  election  that  had  been  held,  after 
the  Kansas  policy  of  [Mr.  Buchanan's  administration  was  fully  developed. 
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It  became  evident  at  once  that  there  was  a  decided  majority  of  the 
House  against  the  administration,  but  the  opposition  was  composed  of 
such  different  and  discordant  materials,  that  it  seemed  impossible  to 
amalgamate  them  by  uniting  their  vote  upon  any  one  candidate.  Thns, 
the  House  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members ;  one 
hundred  and  nine  of  whom  were  Republicans;  twenty-seven  Americans; 
thirteen  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  and  eighty-eight  Administration 
Democrats.  The  Republicans,  Americans  and  Anti-Lecompton  Demo- 
crats united  in  ojiposing  the  administration,  but  upon  different  grounds. 
The  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  supported  its  general  measures,  but  op- 
posed its  policy  on  the  slavery  question  in  the  Territories.  The  Amer- 
icans were  principally  old  Whigs,  who,  upon  the  disbanding  of  that 
party  after  the  Presidential  election  of  1852,  had  supported  Mr.  Fillmore 
in  185G  ;  refusing  for  various  reasons  to  endorse  the  nomination  of  either 
Fremont  by  the  Republicans,  or  Buchanan  by  the  Democrats.  These 
also  were  divided  amongst  themselves  upon  the  slavery  question  ;  those 
from  the  North  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party,  and  those  from 
the  South,  with  the  exception  of  Henry  Winter  Davis  of  Maryland 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  first  vote  for  S^ieaker  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session  also  revealed  the  fact  that  the  materials  of  which  the 
Rejjublican  j^arty  was  composed,  were  by  no  means  homogeneous.  John 
Sherman  received  eighty-six  votes,  and  Galusha  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, forty -three ;  the  former  being  thccandidate  of  the  conservative,  and 
the  latter  of  the  radical  Republicans.  Tliis  organization,  then  young 
and  animated  with  the  controlling  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of 
slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  ])y  Congressional  legisla- 
tion, had  been  made  up  of  recruits  from  the  old  Whig  party,  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  and  the  Abolitionists.  Sherman,  receiving  the  support  of 
such  men  as  Pennington,  and  Corwin,  represented  one  type  of  opinion 
and  Grow,  an  honest  man  of  earnest  convictions,  and  the  favorite  of 
such  men  as  Fenton,  Spinner  and  Thaddeus  Stevens,  was  the  cadidate 
of  the  more  radical  element  Ot  the  party. 

Thus  the  parties  stood  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  The  regular 
Democrats  and  the  Americans  harmonized  in  their  opposition  to  the 
Republicans  ujDon  the  slavery  question,  but  agreed  in  nothing  else.  The 
Republicans  and  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  had  only  one  sentiment  in 
common,  and  that  was  hostility  to  the  administration,  which,  as  was 
alleged,  had  surrendered  itself  to  the  control  of  the  Southern  wing  of 
the  organization. 
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The  bitterness  of  the  contest  for  Speaker  j^rew  out  of  the  feeling  of 
the  country,  and  the  excitement  of  the  parties  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. This  feeling  had  Ijccn  greatly  intensified,  and  the  excitement 
aggravated,  by  the  raid  of  Johu  Brown  and  his  followers  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  in  Virginia,  about  two  months  previous  to  the  assembling  of 
Congress.  The  people  of  the  South  very  naturally  regarded  this  silly  and 
wicked  attempt  on  the  part  of  crazy  enthusiasts  to  excite  insurrection 
among  the  shives,  as  the  direct  result  of  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party :  and  the  attemi^t  was  made  at  once  to  hold  all  the  members 
of  that  party  responsible  for  this  unwHrrantable  invasion  of  the  soil  of 
Virginia. 

One  ballot  for  Speaker  was  had  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Mr. 
Bocock  of  Virginia,  the  Administration  candidate,  led  the  other  candi- 
ilatcs,  and  received  eighty-six  votes;  Mr.  Sherman  came  next  and  had 
sixty-six,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Grow,  with  forty  three ;  fourteen  ot 
the  South  Americans  cast  their  ballot  for  Alex.  II.  Boteler,  of  Virginia. 
The  Anti-Lccompton  Democrats  and  the  remaining  Americans  scattered 
their  votes  amongst  a  number  of  candidates.  So  intense  was  the  feeling 
tliat  the  courtesy  usual  upon  such  occasions,  of  the  different  candidates 
voting  for  each  other,  was  not  observed ;  Mr.  Bocock  casting  his  ballot 
for  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Sherman  for  dov.  Pennington  of 
New  Jersey. 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Clark,  of  Mis- 
souri, carrying  out  what  was  understood  at  the  lime  to  \)c  a  pre-arranged 
programme,  took  the  floor  and  oftercd  for  the  consideration  of  the  lIo\isc 
this  resolution  : 

WuEKEAs,  certain  Members  ot  this  House,  now  iu  nouiiiialion  for  Speaker, 
did  ludortc  and  recunimcnd  the  book  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Rcsoli'cd,  Tliat  tlic  doclriucs  and  bcntiiiicnts  of  a  certain  book,  called  "  The 
Impending  Crisis  of  the  South— How  to  meet  it"— purportin*.;  to  liavc  beer, 
written  by  one  Hilton  R.  Helper,  arc  insurrectionary  and  hostile  tu  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquility  of  the  country  :  and  that  nci  member  ol  this  HoUbC,  who 
has  endorsed  and  rcconuncndcd  it,  or  the  compcnd  from  it,  is  fit  to  be  Speaker 
of  this  House." 

The  resolution  was  aimed  at  Sherman  an<l  (Jrow,  who,  in  the  month 
of  ^larch  previous,  with  sixty-six  other  memi)ers  of  the  House  of  Uep- 
resentatives,  had  signed  a  certificate,  endorsing  the  publication  of  a 
compendium  of  Helper's  lart,ar  work,  for  gratuitous  circulation  through 
tile  country.  Its  introduction  was  atonce  oppo.sed  i)y  Thaddeus  Stevens' 
upon  the  ground,  that  except  the  mot  ion  to  adjourn,  nothing  was  in 
order,  but  a  motion  to  proceed  to  ballot,  for  a  jireaiding  olhcer,   an<l  that 
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the  members  could  entertain  no  other  question  until  a  Speaker  had  been 
elected.  The  Clerk,  Mr.  James  C.  Allen,  of  Illinois,  declined  to  decide 
the  question  of  order  thus  raised,  but  agreed  to  submit  it  to  the  House 
for  decision,  and  ruled  that  the  question  was  debatable. 

The  flood  gates  of  talk  were  thus  opened,  and  for  eight  weeks  a  con- 
tinuous stream  poured  forth.  All  shades  of  political  views  were  repre- 
sented, and  found  able  advocates  and  opi^onents  upon  the  floor.  The 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  :  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  :  the  re- 
opening of  the  African  Slave  trade  :  the  right  of  secession  :  the  Tariff: 
({uestions  of  local  politics  :  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  Republican  or- 
ganization :  the  relations  of  the  Anti-Lecompton  or  Douglas  Democrats 
to  Mr.  Buclianan''s  administration  :  the  tenets  and  duties  of  the  Ameri- 
can party— then  holding  the  balance  of  power  in  the  House — were  all 
investigated,  discussed,  applauded  or  condemned,  according  to  the  sen- 
timents or  afiiliations  of  the  different  speakers. 

Then,  for  the  firet  time,  the  writer  heard  the  sentiment  pul.>licly 
avowed,  from  day  to  day,  that  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  would,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, justify  the  South  in  seceding  from  the  Union.  In  an  able  and 
carefully  prepared  speech,  made  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session,  Mr. 
Curiy,  of  Alabama,  a  gentleman  of  character  and  culture,  and  now  a 
leading  clergyman  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Church,  said,  •'  However 
much  it  may  revolt  the  public  sentimeirt  or  conscience  of  this  country, 
I  am  not  ashamed  or  afraid  publicly  to  avow,  that  the  election  of  Wm 
H.  Seward,  or  Salmon  P.  Chase,  or  any  such  rei^resentative  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  upon  a  sectional  platform,  ought  to  be  resisted  to  the 
disruption  of  every  tie  that  binds  this  confederacy  together ;"  and  this 
sentence,  calmly  uttered,  was  received  with  rounds  of  applause  from  his 
side  of  the  chamber. 

Two  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Hickman,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied  to  such 
treasonable  utterances,  in  a  speech  rarely  equalled  in  public  assemblies, 
for  intellectual  vigor,  or  oratorical  power.  He  immediately  comtLianded 
the  attention  of  the  House,  partly  from  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
first  one  on  the  northern  side,  who  met  the  southern  members  with  their 
own  weapons  of  threat  and  bravado  ;  and,  jjartly,  because  he  had  not 
yet  formally  severed  his  connection  with  the  Democratic  party.  His 
manner  was  calm  and  repressed,  and  yet,  beneath  the  apparent  calmness, 
every  one  could  perceive  the  intensity  of  feeling  under  which  he  spoke* 
The  climax  of  excitement  was  reached  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  when, 
ftmidst  the  silence  of  the  House,  so  profound  as  to  be  almost  painful,  he 
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said.  '  I  know  many  men  have  liecu  alarmed  in  times  past  at  the  cries 
of  dissolution  ;  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  northern  man  who  expressed 
any  alarm  at  the  results  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  will  state  what 
my  conviction  is  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  I 
thoroughly  understand  what  is  meant  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  II 
it  means  a  dividing  line  of  sentiment  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
and  virtual  non-intercourse,  wc  have  reached  that  dissolution  already  ; 
for  northern  men  cannot  now  travel  in  the  south,  and,  as  I  understand 
it,  any  Post-Master  in  any  village  of  the  south,  where  the  receipts  of  the 
oflicc  would  not  amount  to  five  dollars,  can,  if  a  letter  bearing  my  frank 
goes  into  his  hands,  open  it,  examine  it,  and  burn  it.  on  the  pretext  that 
it  is  incendiary.  Sir,  wc  have  reached  that  dividing  line  between  the 
north  and  the  south.  l?ut  if  dissolution  means  that  there  is  to  be  a  di- 
vision of  the  territory,  by  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  or  any  otiier  line,  I 
say,  "  No.  that  will  never  be.  I  express  my  opinion— and  that  opinion 
may  go  before  the  country,  whether  false  or  true — when  I  say,  '•  Xo,"  - 
the  North  will  never  tolerate  n  dirWion  of  the  territory^ 

Here  ^Ir.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  sitting  in  his  seat,  sarcastically  in- 
fjuired — "  I  should  like  to  know  how  you  arc  to  prevent  it  ?" 

'*  I  will  tell  you  how  it  will  be  prevented.  I  am  neither  the  pro})liel 
nor  the  son  of  a  prophet  ;  but  I  exj^ress  my  belief  that  there  is  as  much 
true  courage  in  the  North,  tho'  it  may  not  be  known  by  the  name  of 
chivalry,  as  there  is  in  the  South.  I  do  not  use  the  word  contemptuously, 
for  I  admire  chivalry  everywhere.  There  is  as  much  true  courage  at 
the  North  as  there  is  at  the  South.  I  have  always  believed  it,  and  there- 
fore I  will  express  it  ;  and  I  believe,  sir,  with  all  the  appliances  of  art 
to  assist,  eighteen  millions  of  men  reared  to  industry,  with  habits  ot 
the  right  kind,  will  always  \k-  able  to  cope  successfully,  if  it  need  be, 
with  eight,  millions  of  men,  without  these  auxiliaries." 

The  expression  of  such  an  opinion  from  such  a  man,  created  a  pro- 
found sensation  at  the  time.  It  was  followed  by  an  immediate  outbreak 
of  applause  and  hisses  from  all  parts  of  the  hall  and  galleries. 

The  tedium  of  debate  was  varied  now  and  then,  by  a  vote  for 
Speaker,  and  each  ballot  would  seem  to  bring  to  the  surface  some  new 
expression  of  sentiment  or  new  political  combination,  which  furnishnl 
topics  for  renewed  discussion. 

The  Republicans  at  the  outset,  refused  to  l>e  drawn  into  the  thbate, 
holding  that  nothing  was  in  order,  except  to  vote  for  Speaker  ;  but 
after  two  or  three  weeks  of  silence,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  against 
the  earnest  protest  of  his  political  friends,  entered  the  arena,  and  from 
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that  time  until  the  end  of  the  contest,  they  freely  participated  in  the 
discussions. 

Whilst  the  friends  of  Sherman  steadily  voted  for  him  until  he 
formally  withdrew  his  name,  his  opponents  changed  their  candidate 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  supposed  that  successful  combinations  might 
be  made  to  defeat  the  Republican  nominee.  The  Administration  party 
nominated  and  supported,  successively,  McClernand.  of  Illinois,  Millson, 
of  Virginia,  Scott,  of  California,  IMaynard,  of  Tennessee,  Vallandingham, 
of  Ohio,  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  and  Wm.  N.  H.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina— hoping  to  unite  upon  some  one  of  these,  the  Anti-Administra- 
tion Democrats  and  Americans,  who  were  unwilling  to  vote  for  Mr 
Bocock,  their  regular  candidate. 

It  became  manifest  early  in  the  contest  that  Mr.  Sherman  could  not 
Ije  elected,  of  which  fact  no  one  seemed  more  conscious  than  Sherman 
himself.  Complaints  were  made  by  the  newspapers  of  the  country,  and 
by  persons  outside  of  the  House  and  ignorant  of  the  true  condition  of 
aftairs,  because  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  voted  for  by  his  friends,  thus 
protracting  a  fruitless  struggle,  than  which  nothing  could  1)c  more  un- 
just to  him.  He  frequently  expressed  to  the  writer  and  to  other  friends 
a  desire  that  his  name  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  understanding  for 
weeks  was,  that  it  would  be  as  soon  as  it  became  probable  that  any 
other  candidate  could  succeed. 

A  number  of  the  more  modest  Republicans,  principally  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey  delegation,  Avould  frequently  cast  their  votes 
for  John  A.  Gilmer,  of  North  Carolina,  as  a  national  man  of  sound  con- 
servative views,  and  hostile  to  the  general  policy  of  the  administration. 
But  he  did  not  pi'ove  acceptable  to  the  extreme  men  of  either  side,  and 
the  attempt  to  unite  upon  him  was  at  length  abandoned. 

After  weeks  of  balloting  without  definite  results,  a  careful  survey  of 
the  House  revealed  the  fact  that  two  or  three  votes  above  the  number 
that  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  obtained  for  him,  were  necessary  to 
elect  Mr.  Sherman.  Could  this  number  ])c  had  for  any  other  Repub- 
lican candidate  ?  If  so,  who  was  the  man?  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of 
Maryland,  and  George  Briggs,  of  New  Y(>rk,  had  repeatedly  said 
that  they  were  ready  to  cast  their  votes  for  either  William  Pennington 
or  Thomas  Corwin,  whenever,  by  so  doing  an  election  could  be  secured. 
These  last  named  gentlemen  were  luiderstood  to  be  within  the  Repub- 
lican organization,  but  they  were  old  whigs  of  moderate  convictions, 
and  had  supported  Mr.  Fremont  for  President,  rather  as  a  choice  of  evils 
than  because  they  had  any  fervent  sympathy  with  the  Anti-Slavery  aims 
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of  the  party.  Messrs.  Adrain  and  Rigjjs,  of  New  Jereey,  Anti-Leconip- 
ton  Democrats,  made  a  similar  promise  to  their  colleagues  as  to  Governor 
Pennington,  so  that  if  the  members,  wlio  had  at  various  times  voted  for 
Mr.  Slierman,  could  be  induced  to  unite  upon  Pennington,  tlie  fontt-st 
would  be  ended. 

But  just  here  was  the  dilVculty.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  these  sup- 
porters of  Sherman,  2)ublicly  avowed  their  determination  to  continue  to 
vote  for  him  at  all  hazards  and  under  all  cinumstunces.  These  gentle- 
men felt,  and  justly,  that  their  candidate  had  been  unfairly  treated  ; 
that  there  was  nothing  in  his  past  record  which  justified  the  course  that 
his  opponents  had  taken  in  reference  to  his  signing  the  recommendation 
to  the  proposed  comi)endium  of  Helper's  work,  and  that  he  had  made 
as  full  an  explanation  of  the  act  as  any  gentleman  ought  to  make, 
whilst  menaced  by  Clark's  resolution  of  censure.  Thaddeus  Stevens 
was  the  most  i^rominent  of  these,  and  he  frequently  declared  that  he 
should  stand  by  Sherman,  '*  until  somebody  was  elected,  or  until  the 
crach  of  doom.'' 

Thus  matters  remained  at  a  dead  lock  for  weeks,  the  probabilities  of 
the  organization  of  the  House  growing  more  remote,  and  the  duty  of  it 
l)ecoming  less  and  less  a  motive  of  action,  as  the  pereonal  bitterness  of 
the  members,  and  the  rancour  of  party  increased. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  delegation  in  the 
opposition  had  been  nominated  and  elected  by  a  political  organization, 
known  as  the  People's  Party.  It  was  not  distinctively  Reiiubliran  or 
American,  but  was  a  combination  of  both,  to  express  the  popular  dis- 
content with  the  jiolicy  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration.  Horace 
Greeley  pretty  well  characterized  it,  when  he  said  that  it  was  composed 
ut  old  whigs  slightly  varnished  over  with  Republicanism.  These  mem- 
bers had  cordially  supported  Mr.  Sherman,  as  more  nearly  representing 
their  political  principles  than  any  other  of  the  candidates,  so  long  as 
there  had  been  any  hope  of  his  election.  As  Governoi-  Pennington  had 
stO(;d  upon  their  platform  before  the  people,  they  felt  kindly  disposeil 
towards  him,  and  had  informal  conferences  from  time  to  time  to  ilevise 
means  for  centreing  the  Republican  vote  upon  him. 

On  the  2oth  of  January,  when  the  thirty-filth  ballot  was  taken,  a  por 
tion  of  the  Americans  cast  their  vote  for  Wm.  N.  II.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  new  member,  unobtrusive  and  i|uite  un- 
known to  his  fellow  members  :  but  his  colleagues  represented  him  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  character,  intelligence  and  worth,  firmly  a  whig, 
elected  as  an    American,  and   ho'^tile  to  the  udininistration.     It    was  a 
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significant  fact,  observed  at  the  time,  that  wlien  liis  name  was  first  pre- 
sented, Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  the  author  of  the  Helper  Resolution, 
Prior,  of  Virginia,  and  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  few  other 
Democrats  of  the  same  extreme  sort,  voted  for  him. 

Three  more  ballots  were  had  the  next  day — the  vote  for  Mr.  Smith 
gradually  increasing  from  the  Democratic  side.  Circumstances  ren- 
dered it  apparent  that  the  South  Americans  and  the  Democrats  were 
reaching  and  approaching  to  an  understanding,  that  when  the  whole 
American  vote  should  be  cast  for  Smith,  the  Democratic  members  would 
go  over  to  his  suj)port,  and  thus  defeat  the  Republican  nominee.  Upon 
the  adjournment  that  day,  the  most  active  negotiations  were  observed 
between  tliese  parties,  and  members  went  to  their  homes  with  the  pre- 
sentiment tliat  the  morrow  was  pregnant  with  decisive  results. 

The  friends  of  Pennington  felt  that  at  length  their  time  had  come, 
and  prompt  action  was  taken.  Those  Republicans  who  i^ersisted  in 
adhering  to  Sherman,  were  formally  notified  that,  unless  he  were  with- 
drawn, in  accordance  with  his  express  wishes,  in  favor  of  either  Pen- 
nington or  Corwin,  enough  votes  would  be  given  to  Smith  on  the  next 
ballot,  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  added  to  the  American  and 
Democratic  vote  to  elect  him  Speaker,  and  upon  them  must  rest  the 
resjjonsibility  of  allowing  the  organization  upon  any  other  than  a  Re- 
publican basis.  The  notice  was  received  by  some  of  these  gentlemen 
as  a  harmless  menace  rather  than  a  faithful  warning,  and  the  next 
morning,  on  the  o9th  ballot,  Sherman  still  had  the  bulk  of  the  Repub- 
lican vote. 

When  this  ballot  was  taken,  there  was  an  understanding  between  the 
writer  and  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  that  their  votes  should 
be  given  to  Mr.  Smith.  Accordingly,  upon  the  first  call  of  the  House, 
Smith  had  about  sixty  votes,  including  the  twenty -three  Americans, 
Messrs.  Junklu,  Milward,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  and  Scranton,  of  Penn- 
sylvani,  and  Nixon,  of  New  Jersey.  As  soon  as  the  roll  was  called 
through,  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  (American)  took  the  floor  to  say 
that  they  had  now  received  enough  votes  for  their  nominee,  to  ensure 
his  election  by  the  aid  of  the  Democratic  vote.  ''  I  now  announce," 
he  said,  with  his  full,  ringing  voice  filling  every  part  of  the  hall,  "  to 
gentlemen  on  the  Democratic  side,  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  the 
fact,  that  in  view  of  this  state  of  the  case,  we  will  again  present  Mr. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolimi,  as  our  candidate  for  the  speakership,  upon 
the  next  ballot.  Every  member  of  our  party  has  voted  for  him.  That 
was  the  condition  precedent,  I  understand,   prescribed  ujion   the  other 
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side  of  the  House,  for  obtaining  their  votes.  Even  now  if  they  will  rise 
in  their  places  before  the  result  is  announced  and  change  their  votes, 
they  may  make  Mr.  Smith  speaker  of  the  House,  and  the  Republican 
party  will  thereby  be  defeated.'' 

This  speech  was  followed  liy  the  most  enthusiastic  applause,  and  the 
Democrats  who  had  voted  for  Bocock  upon  the  first  call,  immediately 
began  to  change  to  Smith.  As  one  after  another  arose  in  quick  succes- 
sion and  made  the  change,  the  excitement  became  intense,  and  the  Re- 
publicans seemed  for  the  first  time  to  awake  to  the  consciousness  that 
the  election  of  Smith  was  probable.  They  became  alarmed  and  com- 
menced their  personal  ajjpeals  to  the  Pennsylvania  members  and  to  the 
writer,  who  had  supported  Smith,  to  withdraw  their  votes.  Two  more 
changes  on  the  Democratic  side  would  elect  Mr.  Smith.  A  crowd  ol 
Americans  and  Democrats  was  jjressing  around  Martin,  of  Ohio,  Cooper, 
of  Michigan,  and  Barr,  of  New  York,  imploring  them  to  end  the  long 
contest  by  voting  for  Smith.  They  finally  yielded,  and  announced  their 
change  of  vote  with  such  rapidity,  that  deafening  shouts  of  applause 
from  the  Democratic  side  was  the  first  assurance  to  the  Republicans  that 
Smith  was  elected  by  two  majority.  But  before  the  Clerk  had  oppor- 
tunity to  announce  the  result,  Junkin,  of  Pennsylvania,  sprung  to  the 
floor,  withdrew  his  vote  from  Smith,  and  cast  it  for  Sherman.  lie  was 
quickly  followed  l)y  Scranton  and  Morris,  each  of  whom  changed  to 
Corwin.  This  left  Mr,  Smith  again  short  one  vote,  but  all  hope  was 
not  gone,  as  John  G.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  had  heretofore  resolutely 
resisted  all  entreaties  to  vote  for  Smith,  began  to  exhibit  signs  of  yield- 
ing to  the  importunities  of  his  friends.  In  the  mean  time  no  mere 
wurd-painting  could  descril>e  the  scene  on  the  Republican  side.  They 
were  frantic  with  excitement.  Numbers  of  them  appealed  to  the  writer 
to  withdraw  his  vote  from  Smith.  lie  had  one  answer  for  them  all, 
"  that  the  vote  would  stand  as  recorded  until  Smith's  election,  unlees 
Sherman  was  withdrawn  as  the  Republican  candidate." 

Owen  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  a  genial  and  upright  gentlemen  of  strong 
convictions,  and  who  had  heretofore  been  most  tenacious  in  adhering  to 
Sherman,  came  to  the  writer's  seat,  pale  with  excitement  and  trembling 
with  emotion,  and  made  the  appeal.  "  For  God's  and  the  Countr\"s  sake 
change  that  vote.'' 

'•  Never,  Sir,"  was  the  reply,  "^except  upon  one  condition." 

"  Wliat  is  the  condition  ?" 

"  That  Sherman  is  withdrawn  as  a  Candidate." 

"  It  shall  be  done.'' 
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"  You  answer  for  yourself,  and  that  is  not  satisfactory." 

"  What  would  be  satisfactory  ?" 

"  John  Sherman's  pledge  of  personal  honor  from  his  own  lips  that  his 
name  shall  not  be  voted  for,  after  today,  for  Speaker." 

Lovejoy  hastened  to  find  Mr.  Sherman,  and  shortly  returned  exclaim- 
ing, "  Sherman  gives  the  pledge." 

At  the  same  moment,  Davis,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  address  the  Clerk, 
intending,  as  was  supposed,  to  change  to  Smith.  But  before  he  got 
recognition  the  writer  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  vote  from  Mr. 
Smith,  and  putting  in  nomination  his  colleague.  Gov.  Pennington. 

This  change  took  away  the  last  hope  of  electing  Mr.  Smitli,  afforded 
instant  relief  to  the  Republicans,  and  corresponding  disappointment 
and  chagrin  to  the  Democrats  and  Americans. 

It  waa  Friday,  and  as  the  Republicans  wanted  time  to  re-organize 
their  somewhat  demoralized  ranks,  and  resurvey  the  field  of  conflict  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  make  a  new  change  of  front — the  motion  of 
Thaddeus  Stevens  to  adjourn  over  until  Monday,  prevailed  by  a  majority 
of  three. 

Mr.  Sherman,  before  adjournment,  gave  notice  of  a  conference  of  his 
friends  and  supporters,  in  the  Hall,  on  the  morrow  at  12  M.,  and  the 
members  again  went  to  their  homes,  sullen  or  jubilant,  according  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  regarded  the  results  of  the  day's  proceedings. 

On  the  next  day,  at  the  appointed  time,  the  writer  went  to  the  con- 
ference called  by  Sherman,  and  found  a  crowded  assembly  already  or, 
ganized,  with  Charles  Francis  Adams  in  the  chair.  An  opportunity 
being  at  once  offered,  he  jjroceeded  to  explain  his  2)osition  and  the 
motives  of  his  course.  He  stated  that  his  desire  was  to  eflect  the  or- 
ganization of  the  House,  l)y  the  election  of  a  Speaker  ;  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  eight  weeks  had  demonstrated  the  impossibility  ot 
electing  Mr.  Sherman ;  and  that  a  Republican  organization  could  be 
substantially  secured  by  the  union  of  the  Republican  vote  upon  Pen- 
nington ;  that  two  of  his  colleagues  (Ad rain  and  Riggs)  were  Anti- 
Lecompton  Democrats,  who  would  not  and  ought  not  to  be  expected  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Sherman,  but  they  iiad  expressed  their  readiness  to  cast 
their  ballots  for  their  colleague,  Avhen  his  success  could  be  rendered 
certain  by  their  support ;  and  that  in  addition  to  these  votes  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  and  George  Briggs,  of  New  York,  had 
given  the  same  assurances  to  the  speaker.  He  concluded  by  putting 
Gov.  Pennington  in  nomination.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by 
Thaddeus  Stevens  in  a  brief,  cordial,  and  characteristic  speech.     "  Mr. 
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Chairman,''  he  remarked  in  couclusion,  "  I  have  said  that  I  should  con- 
tinue to  vote  for  Sherman  until  the  crack  of  doom.  /  heard  tlial  crack 
on  Friday  last  .'" 

3Ir.  Roscoe  Coukliug,  then  a  Keprescntativc  and  now  a  Scnatur,  fruiu 
New  York,  followed  in  an  impetuous  spcedi  anil  opposed  the  with- 
ilrawal  of  Sherman.  He  did  not  recognize  tlic  right  of  a  small  minority 
to  dictate  to  the  great  body  of  Republicans  whom  they  should  support 
for  speaker.  Others  miglit  take  their  course  and  vote  for  whom  they 
pleased ;  but  he  expressed  his  own  views  and  the  views  of  friends 
around  him,  when  he  gave  notice  that  they  would  not  be  bound  by  the 
action  of  the  conference  to  transfer  their  votes  from  the  candidate  whom 
they  preferred,  to  others  whom  they  might  not  i)rcfer. 

Shennan  promptly  replied  in  his  frank,  manly  way,  that  his  name 
must  be  withdrawn,  and  that  whilst  he  was  thankful  to  his  friends  for 
their  support  and  confidence,  he  had  been  convinced  for  weeks  past  that 
the  use  of  his  name  had  been  an  obstacle  to  the  organization.  After 
detailing  the  circumstances  under  M'hich  he  had  given  the  pledge  to  the 
writer  on  the  previous  Friday,  he  said,  "  My  personal  wishes  in  this 
matter  may  not  influence  members,  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  con- 
strains me  to  say  that  no  one  can  vote  for  me  hereafter  with  my  consent, 
and  continuing  to  vote  for  me  after  my  withdrawal  would  seem  to  be 
an  impeachment  of  my  personal  honor." 

This  settled  the  question  of  his  further  support,  and  the  conference 
adjourned  with  the  understanding  that  the  Kepul)lican  vote  should  be 
given  to  Pennington  at  the  meeting  of  the  House,  on  Monday. 

3Ionday  came,  and  a  general  expectation  that  an  election  would  take 
place  had  brought  crowds  of  spectators  to  the  gallery  and  upon  tlie 
floor.  Some  time  was  sj)ent  in  clearing  the  Hall  of  persons  not  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  the  floor.  The  40th  ballot  was  then  ordered,  but 
before  the  roll-call  commenced,  ^Ir.  Sherman,  amid  jirofound  silence, 
formally  withdrew  his  name  as  a  candidate. 

"  Eight  weeks  ago,"  said  he,  "  I  was  honored  by  the  votes  of  a  large 
l)lurality  of  my  fellow  members  for  the  higli  office  of  speaker  of  this 
House.  Since  that  time  they  have  adhered  to  their  choice  with  a 
fidelity  that  has  won  my  devotion  and  respect,  and,  as  1  believe,  the 
approbation  of  their  constituents.  They  have  stood  undismayed  amidst 
threats  of  disunion  and  disorganization,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of 
their  j)urpose8,  warm  in  their  attachment  to  thcCoiisiitution  ami  I'mon. 
and  obedient  to  the  rules  of  order  and  the  laws." 

And  then,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  friends  of  the  administration 
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had  revived  anevr  the  fires  of  sectional  discord,  and  had  publicly  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  disunion  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  a  Repub- 
lican President,  he  continued,  "  I  should  regret  exceedingly,  and  be- 
lieve it  would  be  a  national  calamity,  to  have  any  one  who  is  a  sup- 
porter, directly  or  indirectly,  of  this  administration,  or  who  owes  it  any 
allegiance,  favor,  or  affection,  to  occupy  a  position  of  importance  or 
jiromincnce  in  this  House.  It  would  be,  it  seems  to  me,  a  fatal  policy 
to  trust  the  power  of  the  House  to  the  control  of  gentlemen  who  have 
proclaimed  that  under  any  circumstances,  or  in  any  event,  they  would 
dissolve  the  Union  of  these  States.  *  *  *  I  said  here  a  few  days 
ago,  and  I  have  always  stood  in  the  position,  that  when  I  became  con- 
vinced that  any  of  my  political  friends  or  associates  could  receive  further 
supjiort  outside  of  the  Republican  organization,  I  would  retire  from  the 
field  and  yield  to  him  the  honor  of  the  position  which  the  partiality  of 
friends  had  assigned  to  me.  I  believe  that  time  has  now  arrived.  I 
believe  that  a  greater  concentration  can  now  be  made  upon  another 
gentleman,  who,  from  tlie  beginning  has  acted  with  me.  Therefore, 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  respectfully  withdraw  my  name  as  a  candidate,  and,  in 
doing  so,  return  my  heart  felt  thanks  for  the  generous  and  hearty  sup- 
port of  all  my  political  friends,  and  especially  to  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  not  the  tie  of  a  party  name,  but  the  higher  one  of  a  com- 
mon purpose  and  sympathy.  And  if  I  could  ask  of  them  one  more 
favor,  it  would  be  that  in  an  unbroken  column,  with  an  unfaltering 
front,  and  an  unwavering  line,  thej'  will  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  any 
one  of  our  number  that  can  command  the  highest  vote  and  be  elected 
speaker  of  this  House." 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  Gov  Pennington  received  all  the  votes 
that  had  at  any  time,  been  given  to  Sherman  and  that  of  his  colleague 
Adrain,  in  addition.  But  he  was  three  votes  short  of  an  election,  as  he 
had,  inadvertantly,  voted  for  Mr.  Corwin,  which  was,  in  effect,  a  vote 
against  himself.  Upon  this  ballot  jMr.  Riggs  declined  to  support  his 
colleague,  on  the  ground  that  his  vote  would  not  elect  him.  The 
Americans  and  Democrats  still  voted  for  Smith,  thus  holding  Winter 
Davis  and  Briggs,  who  had  participated  in  the  American  Caucus  that  put 
him  in  nomination,  and  who  felt  bound  in  honor  to  stand  by  him  as  long 
as  he  continued  a  candidate.  Two  other  ballots  were  taken  that  day,  but 
without  definite  results.  On  the  41st,  Pennington  withheld  liis  vote, 
and  was  within  two  of  an  election.  On  the  42nd,  Riggs  came  over  to 
liis  support,  and  then  he  lacked  only  one  vote.  The  urgent  appeals 
made  to  Mr.  Briggs  to  redeem  his  promise,  compelled  him  to  explain 
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his  position.  lie  aokuowledged  that  he  had  agreed  to  vote  for  Pen- 
nington when  his  vote  would  ^ect  him,  hut  tliat  was  previous  to  tlie 
preceding  Friday,  on  whicli  day  ho  had  attended  the  American  caucus, 
and  had  committed  himself  as  a  party  man  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Smith, 
lie,  however,  publicly  intimated  that  when  all  rca.sonable  hope  of  elect- 
ing the  American  candidate  should  be  lost,  he  would  consider  himself 
emancipated  from  any  pledge  to  vote  for  him,  and  would  cast  his  vote 
for  Mr.  Pennington,  unless  some  other  more  acceptable  candidate  was 
before  the  House. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  House  adjourned  to  the  next  day 
It  was  evident  to  all  that  the  end  had  now  come  and  Pennington  would 
be  elected,  unless  something  could  be  done  to  withdraw  from  his  suj)- 
port  certain  Anti-Lccompton  Democrats,  and  particularly  his  two  col- 
leagues, Adrain  and  Riggs.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  it  seemed 
necessary  to  drop  ]Mr.  Smith,  and  to  concentrate,  as  far  as  possible,  upon 
some  Northern  Democrat  of  Anti-Lecompton  proclivites.  After  much 
caucusing,  McClernand,  of  Illinois,  a  strong  supporter  of  Douglas  ^\as 
agreed  upon. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  House,  ne.xt  morning,  Mr.  Smith 
in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  withdrew  his  name,  and  ^Ir.  Reagan, 
of  Texas,  aa  Administration  Democrat,  and  subsequently  the  Post- 
master-General of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  put  McClernand  in  nomi- 
nation, offering  him  as  a  com^jromise  candidate  for  the  support  of 
Americans,  Anti-Lecompton  and  Regular  Democrats.  Unon  the  roll- 
call,  Adrain,  Ilaskin,  Hickman,  Reynolds  and  Schwartz,  Anti-Lecomp- 
ton men,  adhered  to  Pennington  against  this  new  temptation.  When 
Henry  Winter  Davis  was  called,  he  cast  his  vote  for  the  Repultlican 
candidate — an  exhibition  of  moral  courage  in  the  tiien  condition  and 
state  of  the  Southern  public  mind  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  rare.  The 
showers  of  ai)plause  and  hisses  which  greeted  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
House  and  the  galleries  indicated  the  impression  that  the  contest  was 
over.  But  it  was  not  over.  When  Dr.  Riggs'  name  was  retched,  to  the 
surprise  ot  everyl)ody,  he  voted  for  McClernand,  saying  that  he  could 
not  support  Gov.  Pennington  against  an  Anti-Lecom2)ton  Democrat. 
Briggs  also,  on  that  call,  refused  to  follow  Davis,  alleging  that  he  was 
bound,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  Democrats,  to  cast  one  vote  for 
their  candidate,  in  consideration  of  the  cordial  support  which  they  had 
extended  to  the  American  candiilate.  It  l>eing  understood,  however, 
that  upon  the  next  vote  he  was  willing  to  change  to  Pennington,  the 
Democratic  leaders  resolved  that  no  other  vote  should  be  taken  on  that 
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day.  After  hours  of  fruitless  effort — the  minority  using  tlie  well-known 
parliaaientary  tactics,  so  effective  in  th^  hands  of  the  few — to  hinder 
any  business  from  being  done,  the  House  was  compelled  to  adjourn 
without  a  ballot. 

Long  before  the  hour  of  meeting  next  day  tlie  Capitol  was  thronged 
with  people,  anxious  to  witness  the  termination  of  the  exciting  and 
weary  contest.  Crowds  filled  every  available  space  of  the  Hall.  The 
writer  was  designated  one  of  the  tellers  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Briggs,  to 
allow  tliat  gentleman  ample  opportunity  to  act  the  conspicuous  part, 
in  the  organization  of  the  House  which  he  seemed  to  crave.  The  roll 
was  called,  and  again  Briggs  and  Riggs  voted  for  McClernand, 
and  Pennington  yet  lacked  one  vote  of  an  election.  Before  the 
result  was  announced,  Mr.  Briggs,  in  accordance  with  a  previous  ar- 
rangement, asked  permission  to  define  his  position  and  change  his  vote. 
Amidst  excitement  most  intense,  and  silence  most  profound,  he  gave  the 
reasons  which  had  constrained  him  for  the  last  few  days  to  withhold 
his  support  from  Pennington.  He  concluded  by  saying  ;  "  Conscious  of 
the  responsibility  that  has  attached  to  me,  holding  as  I  have,  for  the 
last  two  votes,  the  organization  of  the  House  in  my  hands,  one  vote 
only  being  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  116  votes  given  to  Mr.  Penning- 
on,  to  elect  him  Speaker  of  the  House,  I  now  withdraw  my  vote  from 
Mr.  McClernand,  and  cast  it  for  Mr.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey." 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot.  The  Clerk  announced 
that  William  Pennington,  a  KeiDresentative  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  duly  elected 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives  for  the  36th  Congress. 

Messrs.  Bocock  and  Sherman  were  appointed  by  the  Clerk  to  conduct 
the  Speaker  elect  to  the  chair;  and  amid  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs; 
amid^  prolonged  and  enthusiastic  cheering  in-  the  galleries  and  on  the 
floor,  in  which  the  feelings  of  the  friends  of  the  successful  candidate 
found  vent;  and  amid  slight  hisses  here  and  there,  to  express  the  bitter 
disai^pointment  of  others — he  ascended  the  platform;  delivered  an  np- 
propriate  and  conciliatory  inaugural  address ;  called  the  House  to  order, 
and  the  long  struggle  was  over. 
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